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ll5th PHOTO SECTION 
~ . 

40th Division Aviation (formerly 40th Division Air Service) 
115th Photo Section, California National Guard 

eferencet Adjutant General Files 
Location: Los Angeles, Loa Angeles County 
V,:Mustered in Kay 3 1 1926 * 
/ Redesignated Sept. 10, 1926 ** 

Redesignated Jan. 25, 1927 
edesignated Feb. 13, 1929 -*** 

Commanding Officers 
ame Rank 

GeOrge C. Sherwood, 2nd Lieut. Feb. 8, 1926 
(Transferred from ll5th Obser.Sqd. 

and assigned to Command ll5th Photo 
Section Kay 31 1926) 

(Promoted, ls_t Lieut.A.C.Kar.211 1927) 

-oOo-

Commission 
Feb. 171 1926 

~ !15th Photo Section, 40th Division Air Service accepted and mustered 
~into State Service Kay 3, 1926~ AdJutant General Report,l920-1926,Jage 4 
t.-** 40th Div1siO.:\ Air Service, redesignated 40th Division Air Corps, 
~Sept. 10, l926.~. 9enera1 Orders, 1926, A.G.O. - General Order Ro. 25, 

dated Sept. 10, 1926. · 
~*** 40th Division Ai~_qorps, redesignated 40th Division Air Service 

Jan. 251 19~General and Special Orders and· Circulars, 
. 1927, A.G.O. Circular No. 4,dated Jan. 25, 1927. 

\/****40th Division Air Servi~e, redesignated 40th Division Aviation, 

"' 
February 131 1929. 
General and Spect€l. Orders and Circulars, 1929, A.G.v. 
Circular No. 6, dated Feb. 13, 1929. 

-oOo-
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40th DIVISION AVIATIO 

ll5th PHQTO SECTIOB 

Commanding Officers 
.. ame Rank 
George c. Sherwood; 1st L1eut.A.c.-.ar.21, 1927 

{Assigned to command ll5th Photo 
Section, hr. 28,1.927} 

(Transferred to 115th Obser.Sqd. 
40th Div. A.S~ Oct. 1, 1928) 

. Earl H. Robinson, 1st Lieut. July 30, 1928 
(Transferred from Obser.Sqd.• 

assigned to command 115th Photo 
Sec.tion Aug. 10, 1928) 

(Promoted Capt.,June 18, 1931) 
(Transferred to 115th Obser.Sqd. 

~une 18, 1931) · 

Russell C. A. Larsen, ,1st Lieut. JanA 15, 1930 
(Transferred from 115th Obser.Sqd. 

, . June 18, 1931) 
(Transferred to ll5th Obser. Sqd. 

'Sept • 101 1935) 

Charles P. Roberts, 2nd Lieut., ... ·, Oct. 27, 1933 
{Transferred from l15th Obser •. Sqd. 

Sept.· 10, 1935) 

., 

{In lieu of 1st Lieut .. ,Sept. 
10, 1935) 

(Promoted 1st Lieut. Apr. 81 1938) 

Charles P. Roberts, 1st Lieut.A.C. Apr. 7, 1938 
(Assigned to Command Photo Section 

··pr. 8, 1938) 

-oOo-
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(Continued) 
Commission 
Jlar. 24,1927 

Aug. 10, 1928 

Jan. 31, 1930 

Oct. 27, 1933 

Apr. a, 1938 
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Ll 'Cou:t.~uued) 

ActiYitlest (Continued) 

a c Photo Observer muet think about, it can readily be seen 
· -sion lle is uot .:r..1t for a joy ride but has a very i.mportunt d"..lty 

Prio-..~ to ~..;he l'i~rtd l~ar, ae:l.'ial photogruph;t was successful but it w~s not Ulltil 
later that ita great mi.lita.t-y value and importance was realised. The advance
ant in' methods and the highly efficient aerial ca.r.1era he.s made t~is bra1!ch of 

the Ao~dal Obae:cv&.tion Service of inestimable value •.. _. 

The crunera .l.eus has ::nany advantages over the humKn eye, as it shows the actual 
size a r:d cotldl'tion of objec~·.~ mo:!:e cle4rly, and the . camera cannot lie;. An Ob-

erv-err a report eonta.!.ning statements seemingly unbel~•..,.•ble can be readily 
veri1'1ed by the c8iiera. Conditions that may seem o~~grt~~•t military import.anc 
or value to thu ob~erver mi~ht be overlooked if it were not for the ~erial c 
era. A photograph never furg&ts and further, records much valuable infor::nation 
ruUJht o~~ whun ~u aft&r b print ~s finished, reGd and expertly interpreted.*** 

All aircraft offic~r5 ~1st know aomethlng about aerial photo,raphy and must be 
ubl0 t..o r\:H..!ognt}.j•J at lt=,ust .fHi j_ .. t. of the mau; \)bjecc-:.a recorded thercou. '.£h~ v&.l
ue uf such t.::.u~wleJet~ to Co.::.tiJlallders of ever.t ·t,he sAlWllest urdts c8.rulot be over 
at.i:.aat~d. 

p:lnts ~ere ~ade by ~~e Photo Sections during the lorld ffar and 
distributed cy t~e Intslll6ence Sec~ion; but many of them were disregarded, es
pecially by inl'~1~} commanders, becau~e they ~ere unable to under~t~d th~~. 
To un offict:l.~ r.ho has flown OJJ.d has o.ccustoJ&ed hil:aself to viewiog o'lJjccts from 

1e. &.ir, aer iul pi.l.otot:rupils .~I;een ouch mo.1.·e than to one ~:no has not had th~t 
perience. A certa.;.n a.t~ount of fl:~ing time for comliWlders in other branches 
the bCl'vice would. be of great assistance aLnd value. 'l'he Photo Section hi. 
vanceu r~pi~ and hus pruven to be of such v&lue, th•t &11 branches of ~1e ser
vice .ilake3 "..l.:>b c:..' t;;1€ iilfo:cr.:w.tion it supplies. In the infantry, photograph 
show both friendly and en~~r front lines, locates machine gun nests and other 
strun..!holds of thEI enoLzy. ***~ 

ouo 

· *California Guard December 192.7, page ll. 

**California Guar n iugust 1928• page 8. 

' ***California Guardsman August 1928, page 8 • 

..... ****California Guardl!!!!lan August 19~, p&ge 8. 
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J...l.'O'TH PHOTO CECTIOH ( Con.ti.nu.ed) 

Act.ivi ties: {Continued) 

..c r: al Photogrurhy 5. s al C\o uued b::· artillery units in locating enemy batteries 
and npotting ta.rc!"ts. :Methodical study may be made o:f enemy artillery implace
ments, b~ the use of aerial photographs. They also e.:ssist in determining the 
position rnd ki:ld of battery to be used for cou..nter e.ttacks. There are tour 
classes of (lerial photography; verticals, obliques, mosaics and aterograms. 
Vcrtictlls are the most cor.:unon end are made w~th the lens axis perrendicular to 
the e.urth's surft:.:.ce, the resulting picture resembling a IllAp. Obliques are used 
to s~ow -+:.he conto"..U" of the ground, and are usually taken at an &J.titude of f1"0m 

five hundred to two thous~il feet and are made with the lens axis depressed ap
proxii;;dely thi.rt;- degrees below the horizon. A mosaic is made by putting togeth
er t·:.ro or more st1·ips of overle.p:>ing vertical photographs. Sterograms are made 
l"i t~ a pair of pictures of the S8:'le area; so oounted that when viewed in ~~> ater
oscope the effect of relief is obtained, The nature of s. photographic mission 
for the purpose of obtaining e.ny of these different types would depend upon the 
kind of information '-l'.~tnted.* 

The ll5th Photo Seetion participated in the annual training encampment held Sep
tc::~bej~ 4th to Se11ts~ber 18th, 1926. The Phot.o Section trained with the ll5th 
Obsc:::-vation Stpadron, and t.he e.ctivities of the two br£<.nches of the Air Servlce 
we~e closely connected. Adjutant, General R. E. Mittelstaedt visited the encam~ 
tlent September 1Jth, and complimented the officers of the Phot.o St7>ction highly 
for thuir sple~Qid.work.** 

On Suturday m,:,:.·ning, September 18th, about "line thirty A. M., Captain Osgood, ot 
the ll5th Obsel"V'ation Squadron, recetved from the editor of the Ce.litornia Guarda
J~an :J.t Oalda."ld, e. requeet tor Photog::-aphs of the Air Corps Camp at San Luis Obi spp 
as a contributi~n for the Camp Edition of the Guardsman.. By ten fifteen A. M., the 
pictures h!:.d been. taken; by eleven A. M., th~y had been developed and before noon 
the photos were ready for delivery. They- wel'e then handed to Second Lieutenant 
She.,..wood, C:mn:1:1.nder . ..,f the Photo Unit, who immediately took off for Concord Field 
near Oakland, where he landed before five P. M., the ss.me afternoon. Prints of 
t.he photographs were ·~mde, CO?:f was cheeked and by Monday morning ~ material was 
in the hands of th0 printer and engraver, ready for the press. !'he speed with 
which the order for these photos was filled demonstrated the etficieney of the 
ll5th Photo Section.*** 

The annual training encampment tor 1929. was held July 2lst to August 4th. The 
Photo Section did their best with thrle cameras to eoTer the most interesting 
happenings in camp, and make pictures of all illlportant events. 

oOo 

, *Cel.ifornia G~d.sma.n August 1928, . page 8. 

· **California Guardsman Septem'b~r 19261 page .31·. 

· ***California Guardsman September 19261 page .31. 
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~~J..u. .icuv.1.y w""'-''.A.J.i.JLI <. Conti.nued) 

ctivitJ.eSJ (Continued) 

.c. very man in the Pnot.o 3ecti'>n d'.ll'ing the encampment had the opportuni tynof 
taking Picturee froJU the air • wi 'ttl the large Aerial Camera. The enliste<i' men 
ere congratulated for the wonderful results they obtained in their line of 

work. Tne activities of all troops in camp were covered by Missions fro 
the 1l5th Photo Section and two and one half hours af~er pictures were taken, 
inished prints were dropped from an ~irplane to the Commendjng Officers of 

the troops on T.he ground, indicating to him the apeed with which infor:nation 
by !)hotogra.phs conld be furniShed. Many requests were made for pictures of 
the \Jaap at San l..uie Obispo and the surrounding territory taken during the 
1929 encampment. 

In Novembe-r 1929, Lieutenant Robinson~ Commanding Officer of the Photo Sec
t\) tion, made a good will tour of the principal ,,cities of the West Coas:b and 

1uch interest was manifest~d in' t.he flying service; The annual training 
. .::nca'llpment for 1930, was held as usual, at San Luis Obispo, July 26th to 
~ugust 9th, wi~h the sa~e routine of training as in previoua · yeare.** 

1)n June 16. 1931, F.'irst Lieutenant :ttussel C. A. Lexsen, wa s assigned to t.h 
comuend of the ll5t.h Photo Section, replacing l..ieutenant Earl H. Robinson, 

o was · tr3nsi"erred. to the Observation SqllSdron. Lieutenant Larsen had just 
returned i'rom taking a special course in Photography at Rantoul, Illinois, 
and bro~ht witn him, :nany ner. ideas in photography. The ll5ih Photo Section 
attended the 1931. annual training camp at San Luis Obispo, July 19th to .lug
uot 2nd. The 1mit wont into Camp with the ll5th Observation Squadron e..s us
ual.*** 

During 'tone annual encampment at San Luis Obispo, July lOth to July 24thj ' 193-.., 
ll5th Pnoto Section participated in the air maneuvers, and each Officer ano 
Observer of the unit completed photogr~pbic Missions, taking picvxres of points 

- of interest i.n the vicinity of t.he Camp at altitudes ran ~. ing from one thousand 
to one tuousand five hundred feet.**** 

The ll,th Phot-o Saction has , during the twelve yeara of it& existenc~1been 
closely connE ct ed with the ll5th Observation ~uadron and has rendered valuable 
service to the entire California National Guard. The Photo.Section being well 
equipped anci eminent.ly qualified r.o gather any data available, has become a 
practically indispensable branch of the California National Guard. 

· *California Guard 

• **California Guard 

·.***California Guard 

oOo 

~ugust 1929, page 22. 

8ovember 19~, page 18. 

.ltiguat l931, page 4. 

· ***-'California Guardsman August 1932, page 12. 
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