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Head~uarters Second Bat t al ion,· 144th Field Art1ller l-' , Cali !" . Na t!on a l 'Guard 
Refer ence: Adjutan t General F1les 
Location: Santa Barbars , Santa Barbara County 

Organized April 16, 1936 
·Demobilized July 1, 1936** 
Reconstituted July 1, l f l-6*** 

· .~ 
u 
l ~h w. Coane, Major 10, 1936 

rans. !rom Hdqtrs 2nd Btn, 
196th F • .l., July 1, 1936) 

1s t Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 
t n t 196th F. A. 

dJ., July 1, 1936) 
rch 5, 1937) 

Harold u. Davis, C 
(Reassigned a 

r. 5, 1937 
Hdqtrs 2nd 
1937) Btn. 144th F. n. 1 

(Trans. to Inactiv 

. Purvis, 1st Lieut. 

June 21, 1938) 

Apr. 10, 1936 
196th 

r., 2nd 
t. Jan. 2, 1938) 

June 6, 1938 

.ooo. 

Apr. 15, 1936 

ar. 5, 1937 

Apr . 15, 1936 

June 6, 1938 

new Company organized at Santa Barbara aod designated Headquarters 
196th Field Artil l ery, April 16 , 1936. General Order 

r11 17 , 1936. Adjutant General Office. 

**Headquarter s Second Battalion demobilized July 1, 1936. General Order No. 
20, dated June 18 , 19~6. AdJutant General Office. 

new Company organized at Santa Barbara and designated Headquarter 
cond Batt.alion, l44th Field Artillery, July 1, 1936. General Order .8o. 
, da ted June 18, 1936. Adjutant General Office. 



TEf,o SECOND BATT AT IOij (Continued) 

Second Lieutenants 
. Name Commanding Officers (continued) 

Rank Commission 

I 
I 

........... 
Harry V. Smeltzer, 2nd Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 

(Trans. from Bty C, l96th F. A. July 1, 1986) 
(Trans. to unass~gned list Apr. 19, 1938) 

Robert w. Purvis, 2nd Lieut. Ar·r. 
(Trans. from Bty C, Jan. '17, 1938 
(Promoted 1st Lieut. June 6, 1938 

10, 1936 

Don~ld Y. Stewart, 2nd Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 
(Trans. from Bty c, 144th F. A. June 6, 1938) 

.ooo. 
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Apr. 15, 1936 

Apr. 15, 1936 

Apr. 15, 1936. 



1\ \&IV 

eclical Department Dete: ch;~,Jtn , .Second .Br,ttalio:J , 14/th F.leld /rtl..L~ _·ry , 

Refercnee : Ad~ut8nt General Fl~e Ca-if . N· t . Gufrd 

Location : Sant8 Berh&ra , Santa Barb?ra c~unty 
Org&nized day ~8 , 1936* 
Demobilized July ~ , 1936** 
heconstltuted Ju .L, _, 19.36*-*>l-

C<- ,?t<: .;:1s 
-· ·, je hE Q,. 

Cnc:rles A. Preuss , Capt. l:1c.y 4, 1936 
( Irans . from .tVJ.ed Dept . Dct2cnrJc-.!1t , 
2nd Btn , 196 ~ . A July l , ..L93~) 

• o•Jo . 

Co,.L.nission 
. M[y 4, 19;6 

*A n~~ ~ompany organized at Eanta barb~ra and desiganted Medical Dep&rt
ment Detach~ent , 196th Field Artlllery ~~y ~d , 1936 . Generel Order No . 
17, dated May ~9 , 1936 . Adjutant ~enera: rff~ce . 

{H<-Ji~ed.ic;.,.l DepartmeY1t De tach:nen t , ~ec(:md B<.. t tal .ion , l96th F.ie..Lei f~rt L .dt•ry 
de~oblllzed July l , 1936. ~eneral Order No . 20 , d~ ted June 18, 19.36 . 
ejutant Gerer~l o~iLCe. 

*Y..·*A nev, Cowpany or5!" •1 lzecl at w 

m.:mt Detac.1me1 t , l/.J.t'1 Fi~~l 
~0 , dcted, June lJ , l9jv. 

Bc.n be: ca and rie~ i.g11a ted iedicc:.l De 
Rrt.ill~ry July _, -936 . General Ordtr 
d~utant Gen~ra..L ~11'lce . 
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00mbut Train, 14c~ th Field Artillery Cal i f . Nat. 
Adjutant General Files Guard 
nta Barbara, Santa Barbara County 

Organized April 15, 19 
Demobilized Jul y 1, 19Z6** 
Reconstituted July 1, 193R*** 

10, 1936 
Coco 
) 

• J ~ · 2, ~93d) 

Jeorge r. . Stevens, 1st Lieut. Ap ~ . 10, 1936 
(Trans. trom Hdqtrs 2nd Btn, 144th :r~ . A. 
Jan. 2, 1938) 

(In lieu of Ca!tain Jan. 2, 1938) 
(Promoted Captain·, June 6, 1938) 

George W. Stevens, Ca ptain 

nants 

June 6, 1938 

~. Watson, 1st Lie~ t. Apr. 
(Trans. !:-om P.dqtrs Dty & Comb1.it Tr. 

10, 1936 

196th F. A. July 1, 1936) 
(Trans. to Bty c, July 1, 1936) 

illiam F. Luton, 2nd Lieut. · Apr. 10, 1936 
(Trans. from Hdqtrs 2nd Btn , 196th F' . A. 
in lieu of 1st Lt., July 1 1 1936) 

('trans. to Inactive Ii. G., .Nov. 1, 1937) 

Apr. 10, 1936 
"' .r., 

1936) 

.ooo. 

Apr. 15, 1 

June 6, 1938 

Apr. 15, 1936 

:r. 15, 1936 

Apr. 15, 1936 

*A new Company org 
t 

Order No. 10, 
eadquarter 

Barbara and designated Head 
ield Artillery April 15, 1~ 
6. Adjutant General Office. 
rain, 196th Field Artillery 

uarter 
.) General 

demobilized 
'"'lt General ., July 1, 1938. 

01'fice. 
***A new Company or 

Battery and Co 
Order No. 20, 

, dated June 18, 1936 .. Adj ut 

!zed at Santa Barbara and designated Headquarters 
Train, 144th Field Artill ery , July 1, 193s: · aeneral 

ted June 18, 183G. AdJutant General Office. 
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LJA:Z::L'.l!::S.:.Y <..;, 144·~·H ~-~~1.> .lU.i.."I= ".l.LL\-fl.·C:::C.. 

Battery C, 144tb Field Artillery, California National Guard 
Reference: Adjutant General Files 
Location: Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara County 

Organized August 4, 1917* 
Mustered into Federal SerVice Aug. 5, 1917** 
Redesignated October 24, 1917*** 
Demobilized February 6, 1919**** 
Reorganized May 27~ 1930***** 
Bedesignated April 14, 1936**~~-~ 
Demobilized July 1, 1956e 
Reconstituted July 1, 1956ee 

.oOo. 

*Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page 115. 
**Battery c, Second Field Artillery mustered into Federal Service August 

5, 1917. Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, pages 21 and 22. 
***Battery C, Second Field Artillery redesignated Battery C, 144th Regiment 

of Field Artillery October 24, 1917. Adjutant General Office. Adjutant 
General Report 1914-1920, page 22. 

****Battery C, 144th Regiment of Field Artillery demobilized February 6, 1919. 
Adjutant General Report 1914~1920, page 24. 

*****A new Company organized at Santa Barbara and designated Battery h, 145rd 
Field Jxtillery May 27, 1950. Adjutant General Report 1928-19~0, page 20. 

~K~~MBattery ~, 145rd Field Artillery redesignated Battery C, 196th Field 
Artillery April 14, 1936. General Order No. 9, dated April 9, 1956. 
Adjutant General Office. 

eBattery C, Second Battalion, 196th Field Artillery demobilized July 1, 
1936. General Order No. 20, dated June 18, 1936. 
Adjutant General Office. 

eeA new Company organized at Santa Barbara and designated Battery C, 144th 
Filed Artillery, July 1, 1956. 
General Order No. 20, dated June 18, 1956. Adjutant General Office. 
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BATTERY c, l44TH FIELD ARTILLERY (Cont~nued) 

Captains 
~ 
Harold o. Welch, Captain 

Cow~anding Officers 
Rank 
Apr. 10, 1936 

(Trans. from Bty C, 196th F. A. 
July 1, 1936) 

(Trans. to I. N. G., Dec 51, 1937) 

Commission 
Apr. 15, 1936 

Henry C. Coles, Captain Apr. 10, 1936 Apr. 15, 1936 
(Trans. from Hdqtrs B~ & Combat Tr., 
Jan. 2, 1938) 

First Lieutenants 
John R. Watson, First Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 Apr. 15, 1936 

(Trans. from Hdqtrs Bty & Combat Tr., 
July 1, 1936) 

Second Lieutenants 
Harry Smeltzer, Second Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 Apr. 15, 1936 

(Trans. from Bty C, 196th F. A. 
July 1, 1936) 

(Trans. to Hdqtrs Btn July 1, 1936) 
Donald M. Stewart, Second Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 Apr. 15, 1936 

(Trans. from Bty C, 196th F. A. 
July 1, 1936) 

(Trans. to Hdqtrs 2nd Btn, 144th F. A. 
June 6, 1938) 

Robert W. Purvis, 2nd Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 Apr. 15, 1936 
(Trans. from 196th F.A., July 1, 1936) 
(Trans. to Hdqtrs, 2nd Btn, Jan. 17, 1938) 

oOo 
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BATT.I!JiY D. lA4TH FJ:},;LD Ak<.TILLbk<.~ 

Battery D, 144th Field Artillery, California National Guard 
Reference: Adjutant General's Files 
Location: Ventura, Ventura County 

Organized August 4, 1917t 
Mustered into Federal Service August 5, 1917** 
Redesignated October 24, 1917*** 
Demobilized February 6, 1919**** 
Reorganized April 16, 1936***** 
Demobilized July 1, 19~6M~~M~ 
Reconstituted July 1, 1936e 

Captains 
Name 

Commandini Officers 

Bernard M. Gallagher, Captain 
(Trans., from Bty D, 196th F. A. 
July 1, 1956) 

(Resigned Apr. 24, 1957) 

Ralph E. Cole, First Lieut. 
(Reassigned ·in lieu of Captain 
Apr. 25, 1957) 

(Promoted Captain May 20, 1937) 

Ralph E. Cole, Captain 

Rank 
Apr. 10, 1956 

Apr. 10, 1956 

May 20, 1957 

oOo 

*Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page 115. 

\~l>~ 

Commission 
Apr. 10, 1936 

Apr. 16, 19~6 

May 20, 1957 

**Battery D, Second Field Artillery, mustered into Federal Service for duty in the 
World War, August 5, 1917. Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, pages 21 and 22. 

***Battery D, Second Filed Artillery redesignated Battery D, 144th Regiment of Field 
Artillery, October 24, 1917. History of the California National Guard durini the 
World War. Adjutant General's Office. 

****Battery D, 144th Regiment of Field Artillery demobilized Februayr 6, 1919. Adju
tant General Report 1914-1920, page 24. 

*****A new Company organized at Ventura and designated Battery D, 196th Field Artillery 
April 16, 19~6. General Order No. 10, da ted April 17, 1956. Adjutant General's 
Office. 

MM~MMMBattery ~, 196th Field Artillery demobilized July 1, 1956. General Order No. 20, 
dated June 18, 1936. Adjutant General's Office. 

eA new Company organized at Ventura and designated Battery C, 144th Filed Artillery 
July 1, 1936. General Order No. 20, dated June 18, 1936. 
Adjutant General's Office. 
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.J:JATTERY D, ~44TH FII!.LD AhTILL.l£R~ (.Con~ntu.ed) 

First Lieutenants 
~ 

Commanding Officers 
.&mt 

Ralph E. Cole, First Lieut. Apr. 10, 1936 
(Trans. from Bty D, 196th F. A., 
July 1, 19~6) 

(In lieu of Capt~in Apr. 25, 1937) 

Second Lieutenants 
RufUs M. McConnell, 2nd Lieut. Apr. 10, 1956 

(Trans. from Battery D, 196th Field 
Artillery, July 1, 1936) 

Glenn G. Moore, 2nd Lieut., 
(Trans. from Bty D, 196th F. A., 
July 1, 1936) 

Activities: 

Apr. 10, 1956 

\,~c.. 

Commission 
Apr. 16, 1936 

Apr. 16, 1936 

Apr. 16, 1936 

The Second Field Artillery was organized August 4, 1917, and termed the "Grizzlies" 
as it was the only California regiment composed entirely of local troops. There 
were many notables among its members and it was placed under command of Stew~rt E 
White, a well kno~~ author. Captain White and Lieutenant Colonel Thornwell Mul
lally were the first two members of the 11Grizzlies 11 to take the oath of the Nation
al Guard. The Regiment was mustered into Federal Service August 5, 1917, for duty 
during the World War. On October 24, 1917, the troops arrived at Camp Kearney 
where the Second Field Artillery was redesignated 144th Field Artillery. The 144th 
Field Artillery was sent to France and was assigned to a position but the signing 
of the Armistice prevented the regiment ffom taking that position. 

The regiment returned to the United States and on February 6, 1919, was demobilized. 
Seventeen years elapsed before any thought was again given to the 144th Field Artill
e~J. In 1956, the war-time regiment was reconstituted thus brining again into his
tory the name of the World War "Grizzlifte". There were several changes, however, in 
the new 144th Field Artillery, mainly; The armament would be like that of the 25oth 
Coast Artillery and not Howitzer Artillery equipment; it would be part of the army 
or G. H. Q. reserve troops, not part of the 40th Division, and the 155 G. P. F's 
would be the principal armament and that such armament would not likely ever be 
part of the organizationalequipment of the Combat division.* 

Oo 

*California Guardsman August 1936, page 16. 
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BATTERY p- 1 U.TH FIELD ARTILLl:iRY (Cpntjn>led) 

\~~e.-
Activities: {Continued) 

The Second Battalion, organized in Santa Barbara andVentura, was first desig
nated as the Second Battalion, 196th Field Artillery. The able commanding of
ficer, Major Ralph W. Coane,was formerly the battery commander of the effici
ent Santa Barbara Battery of the 143rd Field Artillery. On July 1, 1936, this 
battalion of the 196th Field Artillery was redesignated Second Battalion, 144th 
Field Artillery and was completed with Headquarters Battery and Combat Train at 
Santa Barbara; Battery C, Santa Barbara; Battery D, Ventura; and Medical Depart
ment Detachment, Second Battalion at Santa Barbara. 

The Armory for the 144th Field Artillery was constructed in Santa Barbara and 
covered half a block. It has a drill floor 90 by 130 feet, with a large stage 
at one end and seating capacity for three hundred ~rsons at the other end. 
Along one side of the drill nall are locker rooms, supply rooms and enlisted 
men's club rooms. The administration offices are contained in a wing extending 
from the main building. There is a court yard approximately 150 by 250 feet be
tween the main building and the gun sheds which is used for drill purposes. The 
Armory was a Works Progress Administration Project and cost in the neighborhood 
of $150,000.00. 

The most efficient battery in the Second Battalion of the 144th Field Artillery 
for the years lf36-1937 was Headquarters Battery and Combat Train commanded by 
Captain Henry C. Coles. The Battalion received The Battalion Commander's Trophy 
presented by Major Ralph W. Coane. It is a perpetual awatd and the proficiency 
of the battery in every phase of the work during armory drill period and also 
the summer camp period was UL~ into consideration in awarding the trophy. 

"The following specific activities were considered in selecting the most effi
cient battery: 

1. Enlisted strength throughout the year. 
2. Percentage of attendance at drills during armory period. 
5. Percentage of attendance during camp period. 
4. Ratings at bi-monthly inspections in all departments. 
5. Ratings at field inspections. 
6. Conduct of the organization in the field march and discipline, general 

knowledge of duties, 1eportment, dress, and promptness at drills. Spirit 
shown in the performance of difficult and distasteful jobs, such as K. P. 
etc. 

7. Personal appearance of officers and enlisted men during armory drill and 
during field training periods. 

8. Technical knowledge of both commissioned and non commissioned officers. 
9. Leadership displayed by commissioned and non commissioned officers."* 

oOo 

*California Guardsman October 1937, page 23, column 1. 
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Activities: 
BATT~Y D. ~44T.ti FIELD ARTILLERY (Contl.n:ued) 

(Continued \~t~~ 

The 144th ·Field Artillery led all the other units and ~egiments of the Califor
nia National Guard in drill attendance for the years 1936, 1937, and 1958. This 
efficient Regiment deserves our respect and admiration and it is ably living up 
to its World War nickname of "Grizzlies." 

oOo 
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