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BA A

Battery A, First artillery Regiment, Fourth Brigade (formerly

Indoﬁ%ent city Cuard (City Guard)
Reference: AdJutent Cene 8 es

Locetion: Sacramento, Secramento County

Orgenized
Reorganized

June 28, 1858
March 19, 1880*

Reconstituted July 1, 1893%*

¢ Office

E. 5. Bucke, Ceptain o —Bp
Joseph Palm, First Lieut. Cect. 11,

M. J. Bucke, Captain

1880
lo8l

O%. ssion =

15, 1881

Qcte.

(Re-elected Cct. 17, 18862)
John G. Biller, First Lieut. Octe. 50’

T. Wa StOVDn&.

Captein Cet. 7,

Harris @Weinstock, Firat Lleut. July 1,

(Fromcted to

Captain

Oct. 21, 1884) ‘
Joseph ralm, Ilrst Lieut. * Dec. 9,

(Resigned April 4, 1685)
Fo Ws :mun. First Lieut. Aug. 5,

(Fromoted to

Ma Jor and Engineer

Oct. 88, 1887) =

P Wa st.m. C‘ptlin
(Re-elected 1888)
Fe We Birdulli First Lieut,

(Re-slected
Philip J. Glas

1883

1684
1684

los4

Nove.

2"
12,
16,
22,
13,

1e83
1684
ls8e4
lee4
lseas

686 )
» First Lieut. - Oct. 11,

(Promoted to Captain
July 12, l1888)

Fhilip J. GClas
Alverst Lloyd,

*Battery A

, Captain July 12,
First Lieut. July 12,
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First Lrtillory aaeimnti Tourth Brigade, March 19, 1880.

Ad Jutant General Report

880, Special Order No. 19, page 76.

1887

legs

formerly Independent City Cuard redesignated Battery A,

**Battery A redesignated Company A, Second Infantry Regiment, Fourth
Brigade, July 1, 18%3.
Ad Jutent Gener

al Report 1893-1894, General Order No. 7, page 97.




Commanding Officers (Continued)
Name Rank Commission

Philip J. Glas, Captain
(Re-elected July 15, 18390)

Alverst Lloyd, First Lieut.
(Re-elected July 15, 1830)

Philip J. Glas, Captain
(Re-2lected July 19, 1392)

Alverst Lloyd, First Lisut.
(Re-elected July 19, 1892)

Activities:

b Battery A, First Artillery Regiment, prior to 1880 had been
designated as the City Guard. First Infantry Battalion, Sacra-
mento, and was organized June 28, 1858.

Soon after its reorganization in 1880, the Battery was called

upon to assist the civil authorities in preventing violence by

mob fury to a Russian known by the alias of Raten, who had de-

serted from the Russian ship "“ornistay" at Vallej~ in 1877 or

1878 and who had some trouble with a man named Erisckson. The

two met on K Strest op osite James Lansing's Hotel on the after-

f noon of April 10, 1882, and Raten fired at Erieckson, wounding

1 a bystander, then turned and ran around Fourth Street, through

; the alley of K and L Streets between Third and Fourth. When

Raten, pursued by a crowd, ran past the back yard of Mr.

’ Lansing's Hotel. Mr. Lansing Jjoined the crowd, and before he

~

had gone 100 feet, Raten turned and fired again, this time
seriously wounding Jim Lansing. Immedlately on the announce-
ment of the death of Mr. Lansing 24 hours later, the engine

| house bells tolled to notify the citizens of the passing on of

| a former City and County official, a man beloved by all who
knew him., Little gatherings of citizens increased into crowds
before night fall, and soon mutterings of lynching emanated
from these citizens to avenge the death of their friend and
nelghber. Chief of Police Karcher, realizing his office force
was too small to combat the threatened affalr consulted with
Mayor John D. Brown, and together they appealed to General
Sheehan, Governor Perkins, an! Adjutant General Ba:kus for
military assistance. 4 I " :

Governor Perkins authorized C-lonel Sheehan to call out all the
troops of his command necessary to quell the rioting citizens.

A movement at the police station was contemplated at 9:00 P.M.

This was an authentlic report as a crowd of gigantic proportion
from 1,200 to 2,000 marched from the station house to Front

Strest and from the railroad track to the New Water Works Building.




Activities: (Continued)

Company A and sixzty-four men under Captein Burke, Company G
end fifty-six men under Captain Delton were ordered to the
scene, and igiotly but firmly took position feeing the mob
which was rirst disposed to Jeer and mutter, but the cool
manner and conduct of the military soon brought silence and
even good nature to the assemblage.

Mayor Brown and Ceneral Sheehan both addressed the crowd,
explaining the necessity of calling the militla and request-
ing the residents to dlsperse as the longer the crowd main-
tained their stand, the longer it would be necessary for the
military to keep thelr vigll. After his speech Mayor Brown
went home for the night and most of the crowd followed his
example, leaving but a few people whko remszined through idle
ourioaiiy rather than with the intention of furthering the
disturbance. The company stacked arms and the men were
allowed to rest, but special gusrds were kept on duty in
case of nnoxpociod appearance of trouble. Compeany A was
sent to the Pavilion to procure Company B's GCatling gun
which was piasced at the entrance to the prison with a detall
of twelve men, six men from each company under Sergeant Dase
to remein until further orders to gusrd the Gatling if neces-
sary. At 1:30 4. M., on the morning of the thirteenth the
companies returned to their respective armories. Although
each man had been furnished the regulation of forty rounds
of ammunition for precaution in case of atteck, not a gun
was loaded during the night as the officers felt that an
gccident from & loaded gun-might. lead to fatel results.

The prisoner Raten was taken into the Police Court for
questioning and &s no defense was made, Raten was held to
answer for the crime without bail. Sheriff Hellbron request-
ed the Gatling transferred to the County Jall, and a guard of
elght men were stationed there every night until the excitement
abated. The request was granted by the Govermor, Details from

Company B and the Covernor's Cuard (Cadets) were kept on duty
in the various armories QEEFEEEE the Ga guns and other
state property. GCovernor Ferkins commended the militia for
their assistance, as did the City and County officials, the
eitizens and friends and the press, in averting what nlsht
have been & serious blot upon the City's emnals.*

With the passage of the Military Bill of 1878, the allowance
for Battery A for armory rent and other expenditure was increas-
ed from §50.00 to $125 a month with $25.00 extra for each
additionsl gun over one. - This Law caused much controversy smong

-000=-

*Sacramento Bee, April 11, pege 3, column 2.




BATTERY 4 (Continued)
Activities: (Continued) )

the Second Artillery infentry companies who claimed it was an
unjust diseriminstion esgainst their units, as the First Artillery
companies were armed with Infentry equipment and differed only
in dress. This contention had the effect of having the allowance
of Company A reduced to $100 in 1884, end $400 a year was grant-
ed for the purchase and upkeep of the uniforms.

Battery A had the regulation uniforms for artillery which ine
¢luded full dress and fatigue. In 1687 the Leglislature es-
tablished two Boards, a Service Uniform Board to gr.soribs and
determine the style of the service uniforms used by the Natlionszl
Guard of the State, and a second Board the State Uniform Board,
to purchase the cloth end arrenge for cutting and making the
uniforms. Battery A received §1,140 which allowed for fifty-
seven coats, trousers and blouses respectively. The Uniform
Board after advertising for bids gave the contract to the Golden
Cate Woolen Menufecturing Company. The dark blue cloth for the
coats was to cost §2.62 & yard and the sky blue Kersey material
for trousers $2.38 & yard. The Flomeer Woolen Factory was
ewarded the contract for the blouse flannel et §1.71 e yard.
cnttingi lnk1n5£ eand trimming the uniforms was to be done by

the Schlamm Brothers, San Franciseo at the following flgures:

Article Measuring Trimming Meking  Total
Cutting

Coats $0.30 : $1.85 $3.25 $5.40

Fants «20 «25 1.50 1.95

Blouses o « 25 1.00 2
The c¢loth when tested was superlor to similar grades of cloth
used in the army as to color, finish and strength; a square
inch of the dark blue cloth stending twenty-two pounds more
strain then the standard army cloth. Major General Howard, of
the United States Army, purcheased emough of the material for his

own uniform which offset the current criticism in the dailly
pepers at that time about the inferiocr quality of the material.*

pattery A shared the new Reglmental Armory that had beem pur-
chased in 1882 which provided excellent gquarters for the compa-
ny, and afforded splendid arrasngements for the care and safe
keeping of their arms end equipment. The unit had its own
quarters with lockers for each man which permitted the uniforms
and arms to be kept in neat, orderly condition. Battery A's

-000-
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4 BATTERY 4 (Continued)
activities: (Continued)

division being nicely furnished proved a sccial rendezvous
for the members. The armory had the distinetion of being
the only ermory in the State owned end controlled by a regi-
mental orgemization at that time.”*

It is 1nteroat1ng to note the maenner in whioh the compeny used
thelr allowence and the year 1882 is chosen as en illustration
of how the money was expended:

armory Remt from July 1, 1881—-:uly 1 4e=$180.00
Gas Bills from July 1, 1688l--July 1 ieee 39.75
Stetionery and Lrlnu;ng 46.80
Expended on aArmory for repairs. - 68.50
Armorer - 275.00
Clerk ' 150.00
September ninth target practioc—- - 66.12
Expenses at Camp Brown 2565.00
Regimental colors ete. : 43.00
Funeral expenses 114.00
Pald for new uniforms 104.40
Faid for repairs, arms and uniforms . 222.90
Froper Incidentals- 84.23
mic - - 40.00
Eorse Hire - 15,00

Total = $IV05.20

.Battery A bad & membership of fifty-eight names November 27
16684, and was armed with fifty-four Springfield rifles and two
Gatl guns. To check & threatened outbreak in the prison at
Folsom in the Spring 1864, one of the Catling guns was loamed to
General McComb, Werden of "the State Frison, and the other Gatling
gun had alroady been in General McComb's possession for somstime.**
Brigadier-General W. T. Sheehan in his report of iugust 20, 1888,
referred to the unit's arms consisting of rifles, as being only
suitable for drill purposes and that the greater portion of these
would be useless in asctiomn. A prospect of new arms was obviously
not in sight and Colonel Sheshan recommended the rifles then in

use be repalred where breech-blocks, firing pins, extractors,
ete., were missing.

In November 1888 the National Guard received 60,000 ball cartridges
from the Federal Govermment. Of this amount the Fourth Brigade
received 8,000 rounds which were to be held in case of an emergen-
¢y and not used for target practice. Company A, benefited from

: =000=
*idjutant General Report 1883-1884, page 140.

#%idjutant General Report 1883-1884, pege 1ll1l.




Activities: (Continued) .

the allowance and. also recelived their quota of licKkeever
cartridge boxes, with walst belts and bayonet scabbords fron
the State, which equipment was accepted by the State from the
Yederal Governuent in lieu of the remainder of the ammunition
ellowence of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889.%

Target practice as a compulsory measure was a method of in-
ereasing the soldiers efficlency upon this important branch

of military sclence. It was essentisl for the members of
the National Guard to bhandle a rifle properly, know its ca-
pacity and to fire it accurately. Short range firing received
particuler attention for the Guard's most impertant duty was

to quell riots and preserve peace. A factor in promoting the
interest and increasing efficiency among the members was the
appropristion of $3,500 by the Legislature for the provision
of targets, asmunition and the distribution of prizes. A
bronze medal designed with a bear's head in the center, with

@ suitable inseoription around the margin and on the back was
adopted. To tinls medal was attached a gold, silver, or bronze
bar with year snd words * shooter,” "Rifleman" or "Marksman,"
denoting what standing the soldler ned during the year. Zach
of the medals were numbered comnsecutively end the register kept
in the Adjutant Genersl’s Office was a meens of kn g to whom
the medals were issued., Fifty thousend rounds of emmunition
was purchesed for the snnusl target prsctice in 1888.* Captein
M. J. Bucke of Bettery i mede the highest score in 1880, having
a perecen of 21 points. The returns of the target practice
in 1887 lceted Compeny A mede = good showing, for with 29
men shooting 480 polints were mede, sllowing & percentage of
15.15. The highest possible score wes 3,650. TFour members of
this compeny were rated es "Marksmen." GSergeant J. L. Bughes,
of the non-commissioned steff of the First Artillery Regi=ent,
had the highest score heving mede 94 per cent and as the
champlon received the gold medal., The results of the annual
target prectice for the following y=ars were:;

1880--452 points out of a possible 1,350 totaling 33.48%
1883--220 points out of a possible 550 totaling .40%
1686-=544 points out of a possible 1,525 totaling 35.67%
The attendence of Battery A at the weekly drills was falr, but

considering thet the men were engaged in varied oe tions, a -
full attendance could not be expected. ‘Battalion drills were
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activities: (Continued)

" held once & month and more interest was taken 1ln them, which
had the desired affect of inecreasing the efficlency in ma-
neuvers and bringing the discipline of the men up to an exem-
plary standard. The corps participated in the Fourth of July,
Memorisl and Admission Day parades annually.

The inasuguration of the Covernor-eclect wes always an occasion
for parading with full ranks. May 2, 1891, Bettery A was one
of the companies chosen to act as escort to Fresldeant Benjamin
J. Barrison on his visit to Sacremento. When the tralin arrived
the President end his garty were welcomed to the city by Kayor
Comstock, efter which the party accompanied by General Allenm,
the Mayor and Congressmen McEenna retired to the walting
carrisges. The procession moved with a precisiom that reflect-
ed creditedly on the persons in charge. The Militery and
members of the Grand Army corps had been drawn up ia line,

and as soon as the Preaid;pt and his accompanying party were
seated in their carrlsge decorsted with the national colors,
the verious organizations formed in line and proceeded to the
Executive office where Governor H, H. Markham delivered a
speech of welcome. When the receiption was over, the rFresident
and perty returned to the train where about 80,060 people were
gathered to greet him., The Crend Ammy Veterams formed a line
@élongslde the train. After three cheers the Fresident bowed
his acknowledguents and shook hands with the old soldiers ,
gathered around the car platform. The success of the reception
was a splendid tribute to the high esteem of his Excellency's
populerity.”* : ‘

General W. Tecumseh Sherman, United States Army (retired) died
February 14, 18%1. He had been Major Generasl of the militia of
the Gtate of Californie, and was an outstand figure in
assisting the civil suthorities during the Indlan warfare of
1856. To honor the distinguished soldler the flags on the
State armories were displayed at half-mast until after the
funerel. The colors of the First Artillery Regiment to which
Battery A was attached were dreped in mourning and the officers
wore the usual badge of mourning for thirty days.

The corps ettended encampments annually and always presented &
good appesrance and made favorable progress in militery science.

. During the 1891 encampment at Caanp Murray, Santa Cruz, Company A

and the other companies comprising the First irtillery were under
the able command of Colonel J. W. Guthrie, commander of the Fourth
Brigade. A brigade improvement over pr'vloua encampments was
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BATTERY 4 (Continued)
Activities: (Continued)

noted, pertlcularly luo guerd duty, skirmish duty, and military
courtesy. The prinolpel event at the encampment was the shenm
battle, as a problem in minor tactics illustrated 1n the capture
and defense of Caap Markbem, Sante Cruz. The sttecking part to
- which Battery 4 belonged was under the command of Colonel MacDonald

and the defense under Colonel Barry. Thirty rounds of blank
cartridges were lssued to each man at 6:30 o'clock and the battle

‘ began. The only instructions were that the opposing forces were
to seleet the strongest positions to protect themselves and attack
the main column. The positions were well chosen and the attacks

[ well planned end delivered. The camp was ably defended and the
volley firing well executed, impressive and realistic In respeect
to actual combat.* ‘ :

In accordance with the recommendation of the Board of Location

‘ and Organlzation the First Artillery Rnilment was trensferred to

} the Second Imfantry Reglment, Fourth Brigade, July 1, 1893.

Battery A as part of this reglasent was transferred tc the Second

| Infentry and designated thereafter as Compeany 4, Jecond Infantry,
Fourth Brigade.**
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