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BATTERY B
Battery B, First irtillery Regiment, Fourth Brigede (formerly Sacramento .

Light artiliery

Reference:  Adjutant General's Files
Location: Sacramento, Sacramento County

Organized COctober 7, 1864

Reorganized March 19, 18680*

Reconstituted July 1 leea3**

%
ﬁtm L. Atwood, ‘Captain Aug. 8, 1879 Mei‘&!l; . 20, 1879
Bugene Kueneman, First Lieut. ‘Dec. 26, 1879 Jam. 13, 1880
John Cook, Capteln June 19, 1882 July 27, 1882
%  Frank D. iyu, First Lieut. June 19, 1862 July 27, 1882

John Cook, Captain

(ao-olectcd June 26, 1684)
Frank . lowell, rlrst Lieut. June 26, 1884 May 29, l883***

(Resligned . 20, 1884) . :
We Eos NcEwan 1r8t Lient. ‘ Ceot. '9. lasd Nove. 18. 1684

(pied april 7, 12e5)
Thomas Wiseman, "First Lieut. May 20, 1885 June 15, 1885
John cook Captaln

(Re-elected 1886) :
Semuel Kay, First Lieut. - ‘ June 27, 1887 July 27, 1887
John Cook, Captain.

(ao-oloetod lses, 1890, 1082)

S Samuel Kay, First lieut,’
(Re-elected 1868, 1890, 1882)
Activities:

Battery B, formerly Sacramento %%Eht artillery, was attached to

the First irtillery Heglmen > , &nd remained so
«000=

*Battery B, formerly Sacramento Light Artillery redesignated

Battery B, First Artillery Regiment, Fourth Brigede.
Ad jutant Ceneral Report 1880, Speoial Order No. 19, page 76.

*¥Battery B detached from First Artillery Regiment and designated

Battery B, Light nrtillery unattached, Fourth Brigade.

General order Ko. 7, i 1e93.

*#%The commission for Lieutenant Lowell eppears on record in the
Historical Record Tourth Brigade, Mey 29, 1883.




Activities: (Continued)

(Continued)

designeted until 1693 when the First Artillor{ Regiment was
transferred to the Second Infantry.* The activities of the
corps was varied and the members alweys ready to be of as-
slstance where their services were required for the better-
ment of tle community. Among these activities the unit's
eonduet in connection with the vention of violence to a
person named Raten, who in Aip 1882 shot and caused the
death of a prominent citizen, Mr. James Lansing of Sacramento,
deserves favorable mention. Raten a man of little or no
character had previously deserted the Russisn ship "Gormistay”
at Vallejo in 1877 or 1878. FHe bhad quarreled with a man -
named Eriecksomn and upon meeting him before Lansing's Hotel
drew a revolver shoot{ng end wounding a passer-by, fortunately
not seriously. 4 orowd qulckly gathered and commenced follow=
ing Raten who had ren down Fourth Street and into the alley
between K end L, past the rear of Mr. Lansing's Hotel where
kr. Lansing wes working in the yard. Seeing the running man
and hearing the erowd, Mr. Lansing immediately gave chase.

He had proceeded but iOO feet when the infuriated man turned
and shot Mr. lLansing who died during the following 24 hours.

At once the cory of "lynch him" diverted egainst Raten was
heard on every side, and the Mayor and Chief of Follce reali-
zing their force was inadequate to take csre of the situstion
called on Colomel T. #. Sheehen commanding the First Artillery
Regiment, Fourth Brigede for asaistance from the militia.
Battery B was placed on duty to guard the armory whiek contain-
ed the Gatling guns and other State property, and each man wes
supplied with forty rounds of ammunition. Ailo, the Gatling
gun belonging to Battery B was placed at the entrance to the
prison with & detail of twelve men, six easch from Batteries A
and B under Sergeent Dase of Compeny G, to remain until further
orders to guard and men the Gatlings ir necessary. With the
ald of the troops the angry mob was dispersed, although a
detail from Company B was kept on duty guerding the Jeil for
several days until the excitement sbated. GCovernor Ferkins,
together with the City end County officiels and citizens, were
unanimous in their commendetion of the able manner in which
Battery B ngd other units hendled the situation, avolding
blooaShOd . o k

«-000-

*id jutant Genersal Report 1893-1894, pege 38,

*#For further information regarding the Ratea Affelr 1882, refer to

gi-t%gx of ggttori A, %;iat gfglllagz aninont. Fourth Brigade.
Ad jutan enera epor - s page 140,




activities: (Continued)

The corps also pleyed & meritorious role when the Natiomal
Guard was called out in the Railroed Strike of 1694. The
trouble was widespread extending from the Oregon line to

Sen Diego and involving practically every railroad, completely
hanpering the train service for several days. The troops
opened and kept trains moving from Techachapl Fass to Orsgon
and from Oakland to Truckee. The United States Regulars'
duties consisted prineipally of guard duty et Sacrcmento, and
also in the mountains, Battery B, under the command of Capilain
Cook wes ordered to guard the armory end a squad from the unit
was detalled to guerd the Yolo Bridge. Aafter forty-elght
hours of duty at the armory, C es % and G of the Second
Infentry relieved the unit., On July eleventh the company was
ordered to seerch & house in the lower section of the City
where ammunition wes supposedly being held rfor the strikers,
however, after a careful search the rumor was discredited as
. false.” Although Battery B wes held in readiness to report

at once, the above sctivity was the last one partieipated in
by the unit before the settlement of the strike.

Battery B benefited finenclslly from the Military bill of
1881 which passed both Houses by & large majority, and ine
ereased the company's allowance practically 50 per cant over
the former rete. The rullng granted the corps $l25.00 & month
and $25.00 for each additional gun. However, in 1884 the Board
of Location and Orgamizstion cut the monthly allowance down to
$100.00, which abolished the controversy that exlsted among
the companies who contended that Battery B and other units of
the First artillery Regliment were only nominally artillery,
being armed and drilled as infantry end differing omly in
dréss, and thereofore, were not entitled to receive more money
g;r legth than the Second irtillery and other Infantry compa-
LER ‘

Over a period of several years & great need was felt for a
sultable armory, but it was not until 1882 that one was secured.

-000-

*ad jutent Cenersl Report 1893-1694, page 233.
*%id jutant Ceneral Report 1683-1864, page B.

Note: With reference to Compeny B's f{lnaneces, sdditional in-
formetion may be found in = book on riie, 4ad Jutant
Generalt's Office. This book was the property of
Nr, Ellis Franklin, Treasurer for Company B, for the
period extending from 1884-1889.




BATTERY B (Continued)
Activities: (Continued)

A three story building, formerly the Franklin School, was pur-
chased which provided adequate sccommodations for the different
companies in the coumunity., 7The dimenslons of the bullding
were 44 x 56 feet and one important feasture was & drill hall
in which the Battalion drills could be held. The school was
entirely remodelled for militery purposes and the enterprise
ecost approximately $18,000. The purchase of this bulld

worked no hardstips on the companies who were only expected

to pay the amount per month they formerly paid for rent, The
new ermory wes dedicated witdh impressive ceremonies on October
£irth of that yeer end in the evening a military ball was given
by the combined efforts of the different commends. In a lster
report the Adjutant Cenersl confirms the faet that Jacramento
had the best armory outside of the ome im San Framcisco, and
that the merked progress in drills and attendence by xem and
officers was emple proof of the wisdom of cbtelning the armory
site. Zvidently Battery B benefited by the newly aogquired
ermory which provided the necessary military environment, for
the returns of the cempany for 1683 indicates an increcse in
efficiency in Bettelion drills, diseipline and soldlerly
bearing.* ’

The unit sttended encampments held snnuelly during the years
1880 to 18922 irclusively. The Regimental Encampment of 1880
was held et Alemeda County, under the command of Cenmeral Johm
F. Sheehan, commonder of the Fourth Drigade, at which time
Battery B took pert in the procession =t Oekland honoring two
distinguished visitors; his Excellency Rutherford B. Hayes,
President of the United States end Gereral W. T. Shormem,
commander of the United Stestes Army. Fresident Heyes was the
first Executive of the Kation to visit the Faciflc Coast during
his terz of office.** The company's appesrance emong other
commands warrsnted fevoreble comment from the citizens end
lecal press.

The second encampment particiiated in by Battery B extended
from July 31 to August 7, 168l. The site chosen was at Icmert®s
Grove, Heveda County end wes nemed Cesmp Erowne. The originel
was for Battery B to leave Cecremento Fridey and arrive
camp early Saturday the opening dey of the ecamp. However,
due to the mishap.of losing thelr wey to the extent of some
twenty miles, the plen was frustrsted and it wes only efter a

-000=-
%*id jutant Ceneral Report 1881-16882, page 140.
*%San Francisco Call, September 10, 1880, page 3, column l.




BATTERY B (Continued)
Activities: (Continued)

foroed march that the battery finally reached their destination
late Jaturday night. Captain J. R. Brown and his men were
oked throughout the encampment for their misfortune of getting
ost. The unit had with them 4 twelve pounders and the same
number of wagons loaded with luggage of the other Sacramento
companies. The caravan also included twenty-five horses.
Battery B practiced with their guns at the 1000 yard range each
day and also drilled for the Houghtoa Trophy on Wednesday.
During the remaining period of the encampment, Battery B par-
ticipated with the other First Artillery companies in the
military routine of camp life, inecluding battaliou drill, guard
mount and dress perade which woers held daily. A sham battle on
Saturday completed the activitles of the encampment. Battery D
- was credited by iajor John F. Sheshan commanding the Fourth
Brigade, as having greatlz lnoreased thelr efficlency during
this Camp of Instruction.* The encempment of 1882 at San Rafael
was the most outstanding from the point of efficiency in the
camp life of Battery B up to that time. Strict diseipline was
enforced, and battalion drills and guard mountings took place
sach day. At the closing of the camp a reception was given by
the Brigade Staff, and attended by officers of the National
Cuard in 3an Francisco and also several officers of the regular
ATy .

The Legislature agprqpri&ted sufficient funds for an encampnent
of the entire Ratlional Cuard in 1887. The site chosen was at
-ganta Cruz, and named Camp Sheehan for the former ocommander of
the Yourth Brigade to which Battery B was attached. The loocation
was ldeal and offered many advanteges in the way of moderate
- temperature, sea bathing, easy accessibllity b{ rail and water,
. and the grounds belng ample in slze were especlally suitabdle
N . for camp purposes. Battery B with other companies of the First
artillery Regiment benefited by having in camp several cecompanies
- of the United States Regular troops under the commernd of Colonel
Shafter. Colonel 3hafter was untiring ian his efforts to assist
officers and men of the battery umits, and other companies in
securing a higher rate of knowledge in military tectics. The
friendly rivalry among the units was Ilnstrumentel in the ine
creased improvement of battslion skirmishes and brigade drills.

Target prectice as a compulsory measure wee & method of increase
ing the soldiers efficlency in the all important brand of .
military science. It was essentlal for the members of the Netional

=00 0=

Fi *Daily Alte Californis, August 1, 1881, psge 1, column 5,
. For furtier information regarding the Camp Crounds of 1881, refer

to History of Battery F, First Artillery Regiment, Fourth Brigade.
=5= : -
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Activities: (Continued)

Guard to handle & rifle prnperI{: know its capecity, and to
fire it accurctely.* Thas Lnifb ture in 1885 passed a bill
granting §3,500 for this military expenditure, but as no : |
qpfroprlation was made at thau t the situatlion was not g4
relleved. Adjutant General Ceorge B« Losby had hoped with |

this amount to establish targets, supply ample amaunitlon, L

and %o be able to offer medals to atieulato practlce and

interest in this laportant field of military instruction.

Célonel T. We Sheeban, commander of the First artillery Regl-

ment, to whioh Battery B was attached, wes enthuslastie

regarding target practice, and lost no tlme in seocuring a

range and srecting targets with the result thet these shoot-

ing activities were held often and many of the men became
~ excellent shots. , - A

In 1890 the system of holding amnuel target practice was |

clianged by the Leglslature of 1889 and the troops were re- |

%g:red to practice two days instead of one as heretofore. |

militery authorities did not approve the method, malntailn- '

ing no edvanteges were galned by the ai;ten. As an indvcement

for the men to com2 cut and teke part the two day exerclses

& prize was to be offered for the flrst day's work. Also a

silver medgl struck with the same dle that the 3tate decoration

for "Narksmanship® wes made with only having & ribbon snd pin

attached, end some additional ornamentation was provided and

awarded to the member of each organizatlon making the best

score in the first day's practice.**  is National Cuard duties

consisted principelly in quelling rlots and preserving the

peace more attentlon was glvem to short range firinmg. While

the successful men were in every way encouraged, care was
- teken ngt to discourage the less efflcleat. JSergeant J. L. .

Hughkes non-commissioned staff, First Artillery Reglment, made

the hlglest score ¥4 per cent and was deoclared champlon of

the annual target practice held September 1887. For hils award

he received a gold medal and Battery B was Justly proud that

a meamber of their reglment had won the medsl. :
Battery B made a notable showing in the efficiency of target
practice throughout the years. The comsending officer of the
unit, Captain Houghton, set & good example In 1880 by bvelng the
best shot in the company. During the yesrs 1£83 and 1884 the
corps was comaesnded highly in the reports of Charles Somntag,

~000=
*4d jutent General Report 1885-1886, page B.
*#%,d jutant General Report 1890, page B.




(Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

Inspector-Csneral of tarfgf practice., In 18688 Sergeant L.
Cracklon had nineteen points, the highest score. Brigsdier-
General T. W. Sheehan in his report to Adjutent Ceneral R. He
Orton, two years later,possibly referred to Battery B when he
pointed out that there were many sharpshooter members of the
varicus First artillery companies; and one company teken as

@ whole had no superior as Merksmen in the State troops.*

The Doard of JSurvey acting under Special Ordera, made & report
February 9, 1680, that the four guns in ponseasion of Battery B
had been inspected with the following result: The two ,
Fowitzers were in feir condition, but the two napoleonognns

were not only unfit for use but &angorouz end kad ceus

%W’  seversl painful -eccidents to the members of the compeny, The

Board recoemended thet the two 6 pound Fapoleon guns be con=-
depned end sold under the supervision of the Adjutent Ceneral
of the State, end the ceeds of the sale to be used for the
purchese of rew guns.** The guns, however, were not sold, the
militery authorities contending the smell amount realized from
the sale would not warrant the risk of the guns beling placed in
the lends of persons who might use tlem for unlewful purposes.
Consequently, Cartein J. L. Atwood of Bettery B was dzreeted to
teke charge of the guns which were to be shipped to the United
States irsenal at Benlcia and obtain & receipt for the same.***
It is assumed Battery B obtaiped thelr quots of arms after the
disposel of the condemned srms from the sllowance issued by
the Federal Covernment to the State, which consisted eof the
Battery of four pleces, 12 pound Napoleon guns, 2 Gatling guns,
200 Springrield rifles, caliber 45, 100 carbines, 100 pistols,
- 10C sabers, 80,000 rounds of smrurition for the ﬁattary of -

Kapoleon guns, together with the extres parts and eppendages
were recelved during the year of 1862, Californie wes the only
Jtate that had & Buttery of Ceatling or other machint gums, the
regular aray elso did not possess such & battery. ****

-0Uo=-

*4d jutent Ceneral Report 1887-1888, page 2€0.

*#%idjutent Genersl Report 1880, pages 11, 75.
$%8,4 jutent Cenerel Report 18€1-1882, Special Order No, 88, page 120.

#3%%4d jutant General Report 1883-1864, pege 11,




Activities: (Continued)

Speciel Order No. 88, November 286, 1881, authorized Battery B ' }
to receive the Gatling guns in possession of Companies A end G
of the First irtillery Regiment. The same order directed the :
company to return to the State armory two of the brass pieces
in their possession, thus reducing the company to a four gun
Battery. A permanent detall of officers and men were to be
organized to properly care for and drill with the reasining
brass pleces and Gatlings. Springfleld rifles were to be issued
to the other members of the unit who were to be imstructed in
the Manual of Arms, and in company end battalion movements.
This change did not meet with the approval of the officers and
members of the company, who with the exceptlion of two members,
v handed in their resignations which were consented to. Captain
- Atwood was ordered suspended by Colonel Eaymond and Lieutenant
Charles M. Prodger was approinted to examine the books of
Battery B.* A recruiting officer was azggln&od January 30,
1882, to 1ssue honorable discharges to the members who did
not wish to remain in service under the mew ruling., This
officer was also empowered to swear in new members on the new
muster roll which had been opened. An election of officers
followed as soon as the company was recruited to the minimum
required by the lew. John Cook was elected Captain and Frank
D. Ryen, First Lieutenant. The commanding offlicers had proven
themselves capable, and as the new recruits were mostly {:yng
- men the company hn& a bright future before them. Later
1862 Major John ¥, Sheehen, reported thet Battery B had lived
up to expectations and hed mede rapid progress in Infantry and
Artillery drill.** .

- The State's allowsnce from the Federsl Government for the two
W flscel years 1879 and 1880 were teken out in rifles for one

year and equipment for the second year. Battery B, benefited
by thkis srrangement recelving eight new rifles, anﬁ equipment
consisting of new belts, and plates, steel bayonet scabdards
end MoKeever cartridge boxes. The company then had & total
of eighteen new guns and it was hoped that within a period of
four years at the most, through the sllowance from the Federal
Government, the unit would have a full quota of modern rifles
replacing éhe ones issued In 1875 which for the most part were
unserviceable, adjutant Cenersl C. C. Allen, February 12, 1892,
made a requisition on the Secretary of War for a sufficient
number of 3.20-inch guns for the two light batterlies then in
service. Battery B was one of these units. The 3.20-inch gun

‘ -o0o-
*Sacramento Bee, May 3, 1881, pege 5, column 2.

*%,djutant Ceneral Report 1881-1882, pege 139.




BATTERY B (Continued)

Aotivities: (Continued)

had been tested and proved satlasfactory and would replace the
guns in possession of the company that were unfit for use.

4Ad jutant General e B. Cosby hed reported as early as 1884,
that the defliciency Battery B in the ezecution of field
maneuvers was due to the brass pleces belonging to the unit
being too heavy to be drawn by hand, and the high cost of
niring horses made that course prohibitive. Due to their un-
suitabllity the guns had not been out of the armory for over
two yeaers. However, due to the limited sllotment of these guns
b{lih. War Department to the State, the requisition wes not
filled, and in 1893 the Secretary of Waer suggested two of these
batteries be furnished to the State &= a loen; however, this
suggestion would have to be approved by Congress and as the
battery was mustered out later in 1893 the corps did not
receive the guns. Earlier in the year the unit was furnished
with new harness, the saddles repaired and were put in as good
condition as possible for these o0ld style field pleces. The
command hed also been ermed with new 45 caliber colt revolvers.*

Battery B made a splendid appezreance in the parades held on the
principel holidays of the yesar, and the entiusiesm of the members
was the casuse of full attendance for regular and special perades.
The street perade July 4, 1881, was cancelled owing to Fresident
Garfield's illness, and when he died in September the Nationmal
Guard went in mourning, the officers wearing the badges on thelr
left erms. Homsge was peld to U, 5. Orant, ex-Fresident and
former soldier, who dled in 1886 by draping the colors of the
command in mourning for thirty days. The lest activities of the
bettery before being mustered out in 1893 was Covernor H. H.
Karkbam's insuguration, when the unit acted as an escort to his
Excellency.

In eccordance with the changes of the Natlonal Guard in 1693,

the First artillery Regiment to which Battery B was attached -
was transferred to the Second Infantry, July 1, 1893. DBattery B
was detached Irom the Flrst Artillery Regiment by General Order
Ko. 7, and designated as Battery B, Light Artillery, unattached.
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*id jutant Ceneral Report 1893-1694, page 5.






