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BATTERY C

Battery C, First artillery Regiment, Fourth Brigade (formerly

Nevada Light Guard)
Reference: Ad jutant General's Files

Location: Nevada City, Nevada County
Organized  April 18, 1863
Reorganized - March i?, 1880*
Reconstituted July 1, 1893*%*

Command Qfficers

ﬁ ' Commission

ohn A, Rapp, Captain Fov. 11, 1873 TJam. 10, 1874%**
(Re-elected Nov. 29, 1879)

George A. Gray, First Lieut. Nov. 29, 1879 Dec. 5, 1879***

(Re-elected Nov. 29, 1879)

John A. Rapp, Captain
(Re-elected Nov. 29, 188l1)

George A. Gray, First Lieut.
(Re-elected Nov. 29, 188l1)

John A. Rapp, Captain .
(Re-elected Nov. 29, 1883) ‘
George A. Nihell, First Lieut. Dec. 18, 1885 TFeb. 5, le84d

, 1888
, 1888

George A. Nilhell, Captain Nov. &0, 1887 Jan.
Preston F. Slmmonds, First Lieut. Nov. 30, 1887 Jan.

P

George A. Nihell, Captain
(Re-elected Jan. 16, 1892)

Preston F. Simmonds, First Lieut.
(Re-elected Jan. i&, 1892)

000~

*Battery C, formerly Nevada Light Guard redesignated Battery C, First
artillery Regiment, March 19, 1880.
Adjutant General Report 1880, Special Order No. 19, page 76.

**Battery C, First Artillery Regiment redesignated Company C, Second

Infentry Regiment, Fourth Brigade, July 1, 1893.
Adjutant General Report 1893-1694, General Order No. 7, page 97.

*s*Captain John A. Rapp retained his former rank and commission as of

November 11, 1873, and January 10, 1874, when he commended Nevada
Iight Guard. First Lieutenant George A. Gray retained his former
rank and commission as of November 29, 1879, and December 5, 1879,
when ke commanded Nevada Light Guard.
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BATTSRY ©  (Continued)

activities:

| ‘Orders were lssued in March 1880 to form an Artillery Regiment
whioh would be composed of infantry and unattached companies.
This reorgenization would place the regiment in a better position
to secure assistance and support from the State. Two of the
v-g:nlu already hed Catling guns and the other companles were
to supplied lmmedistely. Under this new ruling the da

M&nm es Company C of the First Infantry Battallon’
came ry C of the First aArtillery.

The annual encempmente of the National Cuard ere of primary
ance in the thorough training for military duty. Battery

C, as a unit of the First irtlillery Regiment went into camp at

‘ alemedea in September of 1880. On the morning of September

_  fourth the unit arrived from Nevada City on the Overlend Express,

and were received with cheers and a welcoming tune from the
Pirst artillery band which preceded Battery A to meet the out
of town corps. The line of march was then teken up from the
depot to the Favillion where the two companies stacked arms and
reliesved themselves of their egquipage, after which & breakfasti
was served at the International Hotel., Late in the afternoon
Battery C with the other Batteries of the iment left for
Cemp Beckus on the Steamer ipache. The reugular routine of camp
life prevalled with company and battalion drills, guard mount-
ings and dress parades et regular intervels. 7The encampment
proved en excellent schocl and was considered a great success.

When the troops returned to Sacramento tLey were met at the
landing by the Sacramento Fussars, commended by Captein ¥Frank
: s by Ceptaln Sims Emery.

The regiment marche : reet between 'l'hl;.rd and Fourth, where
~  arms were stacked &nd the commend dismissed for breekfast. it
noon the reglmert agein assembled end escorted by the Huss
and ves ded down J Street. DBrigadier-Ceneral Shee
«-n%ii's the Fourth Brigede informelly received the regiment
as it passed Jeventh end K Streets, end commented on the improve-
ment in drill and genersl demeanor of the soldiers and officers
since leaving for the cemp. At the depot cheer after cheer was
given Battery C who left for Nevada City on the trein.

e _— - —CSm ST

-Y:L‘.

s A T e

Cne of the outstending events during the encempment was a visit

by his Excellency Rutherford B. Feyes, Fresident of the United
States esccompanied by Ceneral W. T. Shermsn conmand ing the United
Stetes Army, the notebles were received by the cltlzens of

Osklend. On September ninth & large procession was Leld in

honor of the distinguished visitors in whiel the regiment eppeered
with full ranks. The press commented favorebly on the appearence of
the military. In 1881 the Camp of Instruction was held at Ismert's
Crove neasr Nevada City, end the one of 1882 was set up at Laurel
Crove near 5an Rafsel. BREach sucoceeding yeasr these encampments were
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BATTERY ¢ (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

held and showed marked improvement in the respective commands
and mansgement of the camp. ;

For the first time in the history of the State the 1885 Legils-
lature made an appropriation for a divisional or general Encamp-
ment of the National Guard, in a large part due to the active
interest manifested by Governor George Stoneman. The resultant
encampment was held at Cemp Stoneman, Santa Cruz, the first of
the entire Netional Guard ever held in the State and was attend-
ed by his Excellency who officially received the troops.

Due to the lack of funds Battery C did not attend the encampment
of 1688 at Camp Bartlett, Healdsburg, but they partiéipsted in
a 150 mile march from Nevada City to Lake Tahce and return which
took some fifteen days time. The expense was met by the members
individually in eddition to the time allotted by them In the
State service. John J. 0'Connell, Captain of the First United
State's Infantry reported unfavorably of the men marching in

the First Artillery corps at Camp Murray, Santa Cruz in 1891,
stating the material of which the regiment was composed was not
of the best, and that the ranks in many companies consisted

of puny, narrow chested boys, totally deficlent in robust man-
hood end erect militery bearing. However, ln guard duty,
skirmish drill, and militery courtesy, the batteries showed a
marked improvement. Sentinels performed their tasks cheerfully
eand with e great degree of accuracy. Cartain O'Connell applaud=-
ed the reglment on their excellent behavior and the general obedi-

ence to orders despite the great facilities for their infringement.

The officers and men performed their duty with promptitude and to
the best of thelir ability and they showed & degree of self-respect
worthy of high praise.

The last ennual enceampment attended by Battery C was at Camp
Columbus, Santa Cruz. The camp was so named tc commemorate the
fourth centennial of the discovery of our country. The First
Artillery Regiment to which Battery C was attached together with
the Fifth and Sixth Brigades, constituted the First Frovisionsl
Brigede under the commend of Brigsdier-Cenerel W. T. Sheehan. .
The First Artillery Regiment's subsistence cost @ man & day 55 3/4
cents which was an extremely low figure. GSome of the companles

retions amounted to 90 cents a dey and were not any better prepered

or served than the Artillery mesals.

A military sommittee was appointed May 1887 by Brigadier-General
John T. Carey, commanding the Fourth Brigade to investigate the
finances of the Battery. Upon receiving the report from the
committee Brigedier-General Carrsy forwarded the report to

Ad jutant General George B. Cosby steting, "while he (Captain Rapp)
has in all other respects been an efficient officer, I feel 1t my




Activitiss: (Continued)

duty to forward the report with the indorsement to General Head-
quarters and if approved by Adjutant Generasl B. Cosby, I deem
it my duty to order Court Martial.® Thus, after many years of
service, thirteen as Captain, John A. Rap; was dismissed from
the militia for "misapgropriation of funds,® November 5, 1387.

The Legislatur: of 1385 and 1836 appropriated £56,000 for the
purchase of new uniforms for the National Cuari. Battery C in
1883 received as their quota fifty-seven complets uniforms.

That the new uniforms were greatly needed was evident for Najor
Frank D. Ryan, Inspector, states in the report of July 1847,

that uniforms then in use had seen service for fiftesn years and
had turned brown with age, also that the cloth was so worn that
it was an impossibility to repair them. In the sume year the
corps received ten new rifles, their allotment of arms received
by the State from a requisition on the Federal Government. The
Battery already had in their possession sixty Springfield rifles
and one three inch Parrot gun. The Fourth Brigade received 5,000
rounds of ammunition as their share of ammunition to be held

for emergency purposes only. Battery C belonging to this regiment
also benefited from this supply. -

Target practice as a compulsory measure was held snnually and

was a method of insuring efficiency among the members of the
National Guard by teaching them the use of the arms. The inter st
of Battery C in target practice .hed always been of the keenest
nature and the members bhad formed a Rifle Assoclation which had
the tendengy to incrzase their shooting ability. Nevada City
being an inland town, facilities for pleasure were scarc2, and
rifle practice was the only amusement for many of the members.
Percentages for some of the years shooting matches by the Battery
are listed below:

1880----794 points out of a possible 2,025 or 39.20%
1881--~--898 points out of a possible 1,725 or 40.46%
1882~---911 points out of a possible 1,675 or 54.33%
1888-~1,420 points out of a possible 3,350 or 42.33%
1885----522 points out of a possible 1,350 or 23.21% -
1890--1,517 points out of a possible 3,500 or 43.3 %

. Battery C was one of the companies that acted as an escort to

Governor Bartlett during the inauguration ceremonlies January 6,
1887. The Battery paraded and Joined the citizens in sappro-
priate obsequies in 1881 when President James A. Garfield was
assassinated. The unit's armory was draped in movrning for

thirty days and the officers were required to w;ar the badge of

mourning on the loft arm and on thelr swords. Again in 1883 the

Battery's colors were draped in mourning for General George 3S.
Evans a former Adjutant General of the State, who had been a
gallant soldier serving his country faithfully and well, and had
gEiven valuable service to the National Guard of the State.




Ex-President General U. S. Grant a former member of the California

National Guard died in July 1886. His passing was deeply regretted

by the Nation as a whole and he was given the proper military

honors. Another gallant soldier and distinguished citizen, Major

General George B. McClellan, was similarly honored at his passing

in November of that year. Battery C also paraded on the days re-
uired by law namely February twenty-second, (Washington's Birthday)
morial Day, May thirtieth, Independence Day (July Fourth).

That Battery C was an efficient organization is indicated from the
last annual inspection and muster in March 18983. Before the corps
was transferred Major W. W. Douglas and Captain Eagan W. Sheehan
inspecting and mustering officers, roported the Battery's discipline
good, military appearance very good, arms &nd property good, present
forty-six, absent eleven, making a percentage present of .807.
Battery C was transferred to the Second Infantry Regiment and desig-
nated as Company C, Second Infantry, Fourth Brigade,. by general
Order No. 7, effective July 1, 1883. .-




