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FIRST SQUADRON AV ALRY 1038

First Squadron of Cavalry
Reference Adjutant Generalls Files
Location BSacramento, Sacramento County
, Organized August 15, 1905
| Mustered out July 31, 1908#%
Reorganiszed and mustered in May 1, 1911w
Mustered ino Federal Service June 26, 1916we*
Mustered out of Federal Service Nowe 17, 191&%s
Reslmption of Service in the National Guard 121éweses
Mustered into Federal Service August 22, 1917%HHéNE

Commanding Officers
Sane Rank Commission

S. W. Kay, Major Aug. 15, 1905 Aug. 15, 1905
J. F. Sherburn, First June 17, 1903%&wetk Oct. 5, 1905
Lieut.-Adj.
» David F. Fox, Aug., 25, 1705 Sept. 13, 1905
Veterinarianissne
000,

#General and Special Orders and Circulars 1908, Genersl Order No., 15,
par. l.

##First Squardron of Cavalry reorganized and mustered in Mey 1, 1911,
General and Special Orders and Circulars 1911, Special Order No. 5, page 3.

##8Pirst Squadron of Cavalry musered into Federal Service for duty on the Mexican
' Border, June 26, 1916,
F Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page 1é.

##ieAd jutant, GeneralReport 1914-1920, page 1é.

*@WMMM 1916, General Order No, 34, page 150,

HNeadquarters First Squadron Cavalry mustered into Federal fervice for du'y during the
. World War August 22, 1917 . Muster Roll, Head-quarters, First Squadron Cavalry August,
1917, Adjutant General Files (Flrst Squadron of Cavalry served as the 1.5th Machine
| Gun Battalion, 4Oth Division during the World War.)

: et Lieutenant* Sherburn retained his rank date as of June 17, 1903, when on Staff of
| Second Infantry Regiment,

HHBHHH et erinarian appointed by the Covernor. RHRank and pay varied with duration of service.



FIRST SQUADRON OF CAVALRY (Continued) s

Command Officers (Continued)

gggc J ‘ Commission
Kay, Majlor
(r.-oleotod July 21, 1v08) ]
He H, Sydenham, First Fedb. 20, 1907 April 16, 1907
Li.“t."d‘l .

3. W. Kay, Major
(re-elected kay 29, 1911)
H. H, sydenham rirat May 26, 1911 . May 26, 1911
Liout.-AdJ.
(promoted Capt. Troop B
Jan., 17, 1913)

T« M. Lovette, First " May 28, 1913 July 3, 1913
: Lieut.-ad ).
+ . (resigned April 9, 1914) ,
¢ D. E. Barney, First Lﬁgut.- April 10, 1914 May 11, 1914
Al »
J. B. Nlchola, Veterinarien 3Sept. 19, 19013 Nov. &8, 1913

Se W. Kay, Major
ire-olooted Mar., 7, 1916)
resigned aug. 86, 1916)
a4« B. Dockery, hajor Sept. 11, 1916 Sept. 11, 1916
‘ De K. Barney, First
| Ll.u‘--ndjo
(took Federal oath,
Sept, 28, 1916)

activities:

| In acoordance with the provisions of Sections 1927, and 1933, State

| iﬁ, Folitiocal Code, Troop 4 Cavalry, Second Brigaede stetioned in San

| Franclsco; Troop B, Third Brigade stationed in Sacramento; Troop c,
First Briaada stationed in Salinas, and Troop D, First Brieado

- stationed in Los angeles were on .ugust 15, 1905, organized as a

squadron of cavalry to bte known and designated as the First Sguadron

of Cavalry, Rational Guard of California. Under the authority of

Section 1957, Political Ccde of California a commission as Major, First

| Squadron of Cavalry was issued to Samuel W, Kay of Secramento. all

communications, returns, and other pupors heretofore forwarded by the

commanding officers of TrOOps A, B, C, and D, through brigade

headquarters, were hereafter to be forwarded 'direct to uajor Kay, at

such address as he might designate.

The First Squadron of Cavalry was in the service of the State, from

' 1905 to 1908 when 1t was discontinued. The squadron was reorganlzed
in 1911, and served until it entered the World war in 1917. The table
on the following page indlcates the various chenges in the organization:



Troop A Iroop B Iroop C Troop D
Ban Francisco| Sacramento Balinas Los Angeles
(Pirst °T(Snorananto (Troop C, (Troop D,
California ht Second First
Guard) Artillery) Brigade) Brigade)
A806 AS0S 1005 4805
¢

Troop A Troop B Troop C Troop D Machine Gun
Bakersfield | Sacramento Salinas s Angeles Troop
(Troop A, (Bacranento (Troop C, Troop D,
First ' Light First First
e Brigadeg Artillery Brigade) Brigade

: 19 A811 A911

Troop B

Bacramento

819

e e e e e S ———————

I The year dates in the table indicate the year the troops were attached
to the First Squadron of Cavalry.

II Detachment of Hospital Corps and detachment of Sanitary Corps were

provisional organizations, made up of enliatad men detalled thereto
from other companles,

-



FIRST SQUADRON OF CAVALRY (Continued)

Aotivities: (Continued)

In any military operation, reconnaissance plays a most important
pert., It 1s of vitel importance that & commander possess information
concerning the enemy. If he does not possess this Iinformation he
gropes in the dark end the effiolent use of his coumand is an
impossibility.

There are verious effective ways of gaining the necessary information
in the theater of operatlions; but for the intimate reconnaissence
that 1s necessary when two opposing forces approach esch other, the
final dependence must be on the mounted men. Therefore, it was
necessary for the High Command to conéentrate on the treining of
patrols end scouts; and it was only by constant study and persistent
practice with conorete problems during peace time thet thls ocould be
eccomplished,

The principles of the subject must be thoroughly leaerned, and these
principles must be demonstrated in an aepplicatory way so that every
man of the cavalry would be able to perform intelligently, any duty
that might reasonably be expected of him., In order to malntuln the
necessary high standurd of military efficiency, the First Squedrom of
Cavalry attended & number of encaupments.

In compliance with Cenersl Order No. 13, adjutent Ceneral's 0ffice,
dated May 11, 1907, the First Squadron of Cavalry, consisting of
three troops, B, C and D attended the encampment at Santa Cruz,
June 16 to 25, 1907,

It was the intention of lMajor Kay, 3quadron Commander, to unite the
three troops at rajaro, and from thet point to mareh overland to
Santae Cruz, but owlng to the exceedingly inadequate service rendered

by the Southern Facific Railway Company in the transportetion of the

horses, the animals did not errive at Frajaro for several hours after
the men, although in each instance they had been loaded ten or
fifteen hours prior to the entrainment of the troops,

Qwing to the deplorable service on the part of the rallroed, the plan
of marching the Squadron overland from rajaro to 3ante Cruz was
abandoned much to the regret of all; as much benefit was expected to
be derived by the troops from the practice murch,

Troop B arrived in Fejaro at 6:;30 P. M., June sixteenth, where
they went into camp to awalt the arrival of their horses. The
horses arrived about 5:00 4. M., June seventeenth, and having been
in the cars for thirty hours or more, were in no condition for the
road, Consequently the troop remained in camp until 2:30 P. M. that
day, &t which time they took the trail for Sante Cruz where they
arrived at 8:30 F. M.

Troop C reached wWatsonville at 2:00 P, M., where 1t went into camp at

Cassin's Fark; left watsonville at 7:30 A. M. next day, June
aavantasanth: arrivaed at Santa "rmiz 11+30 4. M. with man and horaas



FIRST SQUADRON OF CAVALRY (Continued)

Aotivities: (Continued)

in fine condition. Had been on the road 8 hours and 30 minutes, and
covered a distence of 40 miles.

Troop D arrived at Fajaro about 10:00 A. M., the sixteenth, and upon
learning from the Southern Facific agent that the horses would not
arrive until the next day, Troop D proceeded by rall to Santa Cruz.

During tlhe encampment the period between 8:00 and 10:00 A. M.
allotted to troop drill was devoted to mounted drill in oclose and
extended order, and mounted exerclses at the dlscretion of troop
commanders. This having been the first time the troops were thrown
into squadron formation, little could be expected the first two or
three days, but toward the last the menner in whiech the troops went
!L. through the movements of the squadron was all that could be expected.

From 1908 to 1911, due to the disbandment of the First Squedron of
Cavalry, the savilry troops of the State attended all encampments

a§ separate units, Following the reorganization of the First Squadron
of Cavalry in 1911, the troops attended the war maneuvers in the
wicinity of Salinas, August 1l to 21, 1912, in conjunction with the
United States aArmy forces,

The California Cavalry did not particlpate in the war maneuvers in
squadron formsutlon. Troops A end B were attached to the "Blue Army"
under commund of Colonel Cornelius Gardner, léth United States
Infantry. while Troops ¢ and D were attached to the "Red army" under
coumand of Brigadier-(eneral Robert Wankowski, Commander of the First
Brigade, National Guard of California. ODuring the war maneuvers the
cavalry was used both as ilndependent and as advenced cavalry; proved
- most efficient in scouting and in keeping the brigade commanders in
®. touch with the situation in front. lNot & single cavalrymen was
detached from the organlizations for orderly or sny other duty, thus
keeping the cavalry united and at full working strength at all times,

The First Cquadron of Cavalry was celled out for active emergency duty
shortly after its organization, when on april 18, 1906, a severe
earthquake and fire laid more than half of the olty of San Franeisco
in ruins. On Sunday april 22, 1906, the First Squadron of Cavalry
under command of Ma jor Samuel Eay received orders to take charge of
the Fourth Nationel Guard Dlstrict lging west of Velencia Street, from
20th to 30th Streets and between 30th and V Avenue on the south and
Golden Cate rFark on the north.

The squadron proceeded to Valencla Street between 23rd and 24th Streets
and established camp on a vacant lot. Owing to the large district to




FIROT SQUADRON CF CAVALRY (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

(‘

be petrolled and to the small nuwber of troops avellable it was
necessery to send one full troop at a time to be on duty four hours

‘with elght hours off. Troop B counanded by Ceptelin C. J. Boden

relieved Troop C at 12 M., Troop A commanded by Captain

Re C. Creeninger relieved Troop B et 4;00 F, ¥. This routine was
cerried on during thelr stay in this district, The First Squadron
of Cavalry patrolled various districts in San Francisco until

Way 19, 1606, when they were relieved from duty.

On Januar, B, 1907, Troop A having fallen below the standard of
arricionoy requlred by the War Department, was mustered out of
service, leaving the First Squadron of Cavalry a three=troop
orhanization.

On July 31, 1v08, General Order No. 1 was lssued which stated that
the First Squadron of Cavalry as organized by Paragraph 4, Ceneral
Order No. 13, adjutant Ceneral's Offlice, August 15, 1905, would be
discontinued. Troops B, C and D would hereafter be deslgnated as
Troops B, C and D Cavalry, respectively, end be considered as
separatve organizations attached to General Headquarters, and must
report to the adjutant General.

On ikay 1, 1911, the First bquadron of Cavalry was reorganized and
muntered into otato Service under command of kajJor Semuel Kay.

During the month of Merch, 1912, kajor Samuel Eay inspected the troops
of the First Squadron of c;valry and made the following report to the
Ad Jutant General:

®The officers of the four troops generally are
efficlent and show marked enthuslesm in the success

of the orgenization. The non-commissioned officers
ere well instructed and perform their dutles in a
oreditable menner. The personnel of the organizations
seonms to be good.”

After cereful Investigation of conditions, the following recommendations
were submitted by the Militlie Bureau: Clvilians entering the

service as offloers without examination as to their qualifications

or abllit; to handle troops should be required to appear before an
examining board slx months after hauving besn commissioned in order

to ascertaln whether they are eprlyin; themselves end scquiring a
sufficient knowledge of drlll and tactics to rill.the office to

which they have beon comulssioned., It is recommended that the latest
edition of the Cavalry Drill Regulations be issued to the

organizations, those in use in many instances being obsolete editions.
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e

Complaint was muade, and apparently, Justly so, by many officers
against being required to furnish bonds at thelr own expense.

shile this wes the lew &s interpreted by the Attorney General it
was suggested that at the next session ol the Leglslature the law
be amnended 80 as to permit the premiun on these bonds to be entered
a5 a legltimate debit by the organizations, against the funds

. furnished them by the Ltate. It was customary for business houses

to pay the premlum on bonds of thelir employees as a protection

or ilusurance to thelr business, and 1t was expected that the State
should bear the expense of the officer's bonds; especlally as the
officers receive no compensetion for thelr services except when
acting under orders. :

4 difference between the Froperty Returns of the troops and the
property charged against them by the State was also noted. These
differences were of small account but troop commenders should be
directed to rectify them immedietely. Officers end enlisted men
adopted the progressive course as cutlined by the Inspector-Iastructor,
Lieutenant A. B. Dockery, United Steates army.

Many necessary and fundamentsal instructions were issued. The care -
of Arms, Forses, and Equipment hed been neglected, or entirely
overlocked in the past, although the troopers had shown a desire to
profit by the presence of a Regular aray Instructor and to follow
his suggestions., Attention wes invited to the 191l report of the
Chief, Division of uilitla Affelrs, peges 22 and 235. That report
referred to conditions as they exlsted in California and state:

"Without horses, the ocavalry ls not only not fully
arzed, but is deprived of &ll its purely cavalry
functions and bescomes, ln fect, nothing but infantry.
The cost of wounting the enitire four troops would be
considerable and not advisable even thou h cost was
of no consideration, Lach troop should be supplied
with at least twenty good mounts,"

Xany States wmade provision for the mounting of their cavalry by
supplying a llwmited nuwber of Lorses &s suggested, Asvery officer
who had glven the subject conslderation Joined in the request that
effort be made at the next session of the L ogislature to provide
these horses, and for thelr cere and maintenance, This would place
the c;llrornia National Cuard Cavelry on an equal basis with thet of
other States and would tend te make the cavalry what it should be; a
tralned, mounted, force, If at some future time the United States
Government should appropriate sufricient funds for the partial
mounting of the Natlicnal Cuard Cavelry, these horscs, if purchased
with the ssme care exercised in the Regular army, could be taken
over by the Government and aellowance made to the State for same.



FIRST SQUADRON OF CAVALRY (Continued)

Aotivities: (Continued)

galifornie had always been generous to its oitizen soldiers, and
the partial mounting of its eavalry would be but doing as other
States had done.

The extent to which the lack of horses afrfected the Organized
¥ilitia of the verious Jtates was seen by the broad plan for
organization as set forth in Cirecular No. 19, Division of Militia
Affalrs, serles of 1914, calling for 27 reglments of Organlzed
Militia cavalry. In 1915, there was in existence the equivalent
of 8-1/1l2 regiments., It was believed that the additioncl regiments
needed would be organized, were it not for the attending expense
) falling upon the State or the individual cavalryman in connection

with the maintenance of mounts. The Federal appropriaetions for

¢ - the 1915 fiscal year carried an item of $200,000 for the maintenance

— of horses of the Organized Militia Field Artillery. It was recommended
that the next annual appropriation bill carry a similar item for the
benefrit of the Organized Militia cavalry.

another handicap to the California. Cavalry was the fact that the
new Cavalry Service Regulations were still in the experimental
stage. The old Cavalry Drill Regulations had remained the
authorized drill book for the Militia. The latter was not up to
date, and was therefore unsatisfactory. On the other hand, there
were obvious objJections to adopting any experimental drill
regulations as in their present state they were unsuitable for the
Organized Militla. It was hoped that the situation, in whioh the
Regular Cavalry uses one set of drill regulations and the
Organized Kilitla enother, would soon he terminated.

On June 26, 1lvl6, the First Squadron of Cavalry was mustered into

9. JFederal Service at Sacramento for duty on the lMexican Border. On

"~ June twenty-elghth, the squadron entrained for Nogales, arizona,
arriving there July second. The squadron performed guard and
patrol duty along the border until October twenty-sixth, when they
entrained for Los angeles. Arriving iIn Los ingeles, the squadron
encamped at Exposition Yark where they remained nntil mustered out of
Federal Service, NHovember 17, 1916, '

The long hoped for desire of kejor Samuel Kay, Commander of the

First Squadron of Cavalry, to have Covernment owned horses wea

at last gratified when, under Jection 90 of an «ct of Congress,
approved June 3, 1916, there was a provision for the purchase or
issue of not te exceosd 32 horses for the use of each troop of

cavalry in the Orgenized Militia in the United States. Provisions
were also made for the lssue of forage and bedding, for shoeing

and veterinary supprlies, and for the employment and pay of not to
exceed 5 enlisted men for caretakers and stablemen. It was
anticipated that the measures, provided adequate funds were available,
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would result in increased efficiency in the existing Cavalry
organizations, and as a stimula for the organization of mew units.

The new Cavalry regulavions were expected to be published before
the coumencement of the next cutdoor instructional season, and
inasmuch as they embraced not only drill regulations but formed e
complete manual of cavalry, they should prove of great value to
the National Guard.

On July 16, 1917, Captain Henry E. Sydenham of Troop B, First
Squadron of Cavairy mustered into the State Service, a military
organization in ¥resno, known as the Machine Gun Troop, First
Squadron of Cavalry. The following month August 5, 1917, the
First Squadron of Cavalry was called into Federsl Service for

duty during the world War. The squadron did not engage in active
service as a cavalry unit as it formed a major part of the -
145th Machine Cun Battalion.* For further information concerning
the regimental activities of the First Squadron of Cavalry, refer
to the History of the 145th Machine Gun Battalion, 40th Division.

+000.

- #Ad jutant Ceneral Report 1914-1920, pages 21 and 22,



