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Troop A, First Squadron of Cavalry (f'ormecly First California Guard) 
Reference: Adjutant General's Files 
Locat.ion: San Francisco, San Francisco County 

Organised July 27, 1849 
.:Reorganised June 1, 1881* 

~gnated Yay 5, 1885** 
Redesignated June V,. , 1893*** 
Reconstituted Jun€ 23, 1895**** 
Aesigned August 15, 1905***** 
Mustered out January d, 1107••••** 
Reorganized, mustered in, and St.atloned Bakersfield larch 4, 1911+ 
Reconstituted May 1, 1911•• 
Mustered into Federal SerTice June 26, 1916+++ 
ustered out of Federal Service November 17, 1916+ ... 

Resumption of Service in the National Guard 1916••••• 
ustered into Federal Service Au~st 24, 1917tti11C 

.ooo. 
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*Troop A, First Squadron of Caval ry, forerly first California Guard (Light Battery A) 
redesignated Co:::pany B, Second Art:llery Regi:-:ent, Second Brigade June 1, l~SSl . 
Adjutant General Report 1881-l8d2. General Order No. 11, ; ar. 6, page' e1. 

**Company B, Second Artillery Regi::;ent redesignated Courany A, Second Artillery Rerioent 
ay 5, 1885. · 

Adjutant General Report 1885-1886. Special Order !b. 25, page 113. 
***Co~pany A, Second Artillery Regiment, detached fro~ Second Artillery and . redeaighated 

Eattery A Light Artillery unattached, June 14, 1893. 
Adjutant General Report 1893-1894. General Order No. 7, par. 2, pa£e 96. 

****Battery A Light Artillery redesignated Troop A Cavalry, Second Brigade July 23, ~895. 
Adjutant General Report 895-1896. 
General Order No. 11, 'age 7(. 

****"l'roop J. Cavalry, Second Brigade was assigned to the First Squadron of' Cavaley ~t\ 
redesignated Troop A, First Squadron of Ca.vnlry, August 15, 1905. .\ 1· · 
Adjutant General Report 190E, page 3. 

~Adjutant General Report 1907-1908, pa.ge 3. 
+A new coo any organized in Bakersfield and designated Troop A 8avalry First E~igad 
Jlarch 4, 1911. General and Srecial Orders and Circulars 1911. General Order No. 6, 
par . 6. 

++Troop A Cavalry redesignated Troop A, Pirst Squadron of Cavalry llay ~' 1911. General 
and Snecial Orders and Circu1a~s 1911. 
S ecial Order No. 5, page 3. . 

:~roop A as part of the First Sqhadron of Cavalry was mustered into Federal Service for 
duty on the Mexican border June 26, 1916. 
Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page 16. 

++++Adjutant General Rerort 1914-1920, r age 16. 
til ttGeneral and Special Orders and Bulletins 191f. General. Order No. 34, page 150. 

1111 u!l'roop A, First Squadron Cavalry mustered into Federal Service for duty during the 
·orld War August 22, 1917. !luster Roll, Troop A, First Squadron Cavalry August, 1917. 

Adjutant General Files. (Troop A, served as a unit of 145th Hachine Gun Battalion, 
40th Division, during the World War.} 
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THOOP A (Continu ... d) 

Activities: (continued) 

one f'ull troop at a· time to be on duty four hours and off duty eight 
hours. Troop B commanded by Captain 0 .. J. Baden relieved Troop C 
at twelve noon. Troop A command by Captain R. c. Greeinger relieved 
TroQp B at four P.K. This routine was carried on during their stay 
in this district. \Th.ile station6d there, .the guards procured a fe 
horses and after April twenty-fourth the district was patrolled by 
o~~tcd guards. Troop A continued to patrol various districts in 

San Francisco until liay 31, 1906, when they were dismissed. 

Following the earthquake Troop · J;' was unable to maintain the stand­
ard of efficiency required by the War Department and on January a, 
1907, the troop was mustered out of the service of the State. 
Four years later on ~arch 4, 1911, a military company organized in 
Bakersfield, Kern Co nty, was mustered into States Service and 
designated Troop A Cavalry, First Brigade, under command of Captain 
A. E. Morgan. 

A ceremony was held at the armory in Bakersfield on March 4, 19111 
when Troop A was formerly mustered into service by Major Samuel 
Kay. The ceremony, brief, but interesting, was witnessed by a 
large gathering of the members of the cavalry troop. After the 
roll was called the following officer's of th~ company were elected·: 
Captain A. E. Morgan, Fil•st J..ieutena.nt A. D. Barton, Second Lieut­
enant H. w. Klipstein. 

Captain .Morgan, Major Matlack, Lieutenant-Colonel Criles, Major 
Kay, H. F. Condict, Captain Beer, Lieutenant A. F. Nagle and 
I~eutenant's Barton and Y~ipstein made short addresses lauding 
the new organization. Captain Morgan announced ~~e appointment 
of private Lewis as F'irst Sergeant. The ~on-commissioned offlc~rs 
auld be appointed from time to time until the full quota was 

completed. Troop A in personnel and enthusiasm was a fine boqy 
of young men, and out of sixty-eight examined for physical defects 
sixty-six were sworn into service. All the speakers compli 
the officers and enlisted men of the troop. After the troop had 
been mustered in the floor ~as cleared and dancing was indulged in.* 

Troop A in order to increase their military efficiency at t ended 
several encampments. From August 11 to 21, 1912, Troop A part­
icipated in the war maneuvers in conjunction with the United States 
Army troops in the vicinity south of San Francisco. The acti~ities 

· *lforning Echo 

.ooo. 
y 5, 1911, page 1, column 4. 
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Troop A (Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

-or Troop A who together with Troop B were 
rorces of the United States Army during th 
follows : 

ttached to the Blu 
ncampment were as 

quadron dr1111 nd pD. trolling . 

August 14 Field Order No . 1 received, order1 
entire Brigade to proceed to Col m 
.Left Presidio at 8 : 00 A. M. arriving 
at Colma 2: 30 P. ll. where they went 

to c~p . At 5: 00 P. M. First 
Squadron of Cavalry received orders 
to proceed south as £ar as Milbrae 

s soon as possible at which pl ace 
they would receive further or·ders. 
Troops A and B detachment of Hosp­
ital Corps , and one section fro 
Company E United States Signal 
Corps l eft Colma without wagons at 
6 : 45 PM. arriving at Uilbrae a 
distance of 9 mil es at 9 : 10 P. }4. 
eported by wirless their arrival 

to Brigade Headquarters at Co 
pitched shel ter tent camp fo 
night and established outpost 
principal highways . At 10 : 30 
received instructions to 
southwest ir.. i..'1e morni 
f i fteenth r<.;c rmoi tering .Hal.!- .Moon 
Bay and Vi \. 1..11 r, hostile ships h 
ing been seen in that locality, _ ~Ei 
ascertain if hostile troops had 
l anded. 

Augus~ .L~ Broke camp at Mil brae at 7: 00 A. w. 
to cross road on sadd 
outh Peak und Scarper Pe 

·.re at 9 : 50 A. M. Wire-

' one 
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I (Continued) 

ctivities: (continued) 

nd disposition of patrols. 
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Activities· 

(Continued) 

continued) 

organ Hill and report to Colonel .oowen 
in command of the Tv.·elfth United States 

faYJ.try. 

received that "Red Army 
as approching Morgan Hill from the 

direction of Gilroy. Cavalry left 
camp at 6:00 A.M. with orders to pro­
tect left flank and reconnoiter foot 
hills; 9:00 A.ll. received orders to 

trol west of' Morgan Hill, advance 
guard came in contact with hostile 
troops at head of Pleasant Valley 
talcing the Colonel··Adjutunt and an 
orderly of tht. Fifth Infantry 
ational Guard of California pris­

oners; 10:15 A.ll. o:;:--~~:;:-~ -~--- .. _\..­
ived by notorcycle messenger to 
eturn to Coyote re.:! .~~1~.- -

it Road. At 11: 30 A.:J.. the 
advance guard captured the Lieut­
enant Colonel and two mounted scouts 
of the Fifth Ini'&ntry National Guard o 
Califo~nia. No other hostile troops 



(Continued) 

Activ.ities: (continued) 
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Troop A returned to their home station 
in . Bakersfield. 
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Activities s (continued) 

.From October 3 to ·9, 191~, '1 
discipline and instruction o 

t Fort Winfield Sc.:ott . 

I t:h 

Y""""-- , 
en. 

and ~ 
fied men 
they had 

(Continued) 

d the camp for 
uadron of Cavalry 

held once each 
.ber of qualified 
n with the revolv 

tv1enty- three qua 
In 1914 

s a 
a try at liv~ng in 

~~erous tele~rams 

possibility that Californi a National' Guard companies would be 
sent to the Mexican border was directly responsible fo1.· ·the mili tury 
companies of the State being equiped to their full strength. Capt­
ain A. E. Morgan of Troop A on April. 13, 1911, was informed by the 

jutant-General that full equipment for the troop would be ship~ed 
from Sacramento uithin -a week and whEn thl) announcement VIas 
to the troopers much interest was shown . The equipment for tne 
troop would consist of dress and service uniforms , arms, and ho 
equip::uent and a full camp outfit for each man . Troop A at this 
tim. , " a membership of sixty- seven men and was in good condition . 

g:.. a '.:. deal of interest r.as manifested .in the drilling of the troop 
by i L ..... he members . Captain Morgun was anxious to add about fifteen 
or twenty more men to the troop . As soon as the nniforms arrived 

roop A was to give a grand ball at the armory at which they would 
ear their new regalia. for the first time . ** 

n May 1, 1911, Headquarters FiDBt Squadron of 
been discontinued in 1908 was mustered back into servic 

Cavalry was redesignated Troop A, First Sauadron o 

.ooo. 
. ornin cho March 11, 1911, p 1, colUIJn 2 • 

.orn1ng t.:cho April 14, 1911, page 1, column 1 . 
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TROOP A (Continued) 

Activitiest (continued) 

e account of the mimic battle by Troop A .in Kern River Canyon 
August 13, 1911, accw""ate and circumstantial in all other respects, 
omitted to no'te the rather sensational fact · that Lieutenant Henry 
Klipstein of T1•oop A was "killed" three times. What ;made the in­
cident even more hor rifying was that one time Klipstein was killed 
he represented a troop of cavalry, another time h~ represented a 
battery qf light artillery, and a third time he ?ersonated a whole 
company of infantry. Every time he was slaughtered, massacred and 

iped out, not a man, a horse or a gun of him remained. It out"clqss~ 
ed Thermoplae .in the way of slaughter ·or was even worse then ' the 
Alamo, for the Alamo only happened once and ~he d.estrl.lction of Lieut­
en~~t ~ipstein happened over ~~d over, three tirues in one day• It 
all happened vecause the trooper's dash and daring got the better 
of the pru~ence. He led himself with such abandon and disregard 
for · aa.nger that all thl·ee times he was cut . off from help .or succor, 
and even the umpire wept technical tears as he saw the great r ents 
technically · torn in Klip~tein's technica;t ranks, 

Troop A carried off the silver cup at the rifle range Se.ptember 11, 
1911, defeating Company L, Second Infantry by a score of 317 points 
to 292. T.he match was a spirited one, and the marksmen from 6om .. 
pany L asserted they would get even at the October shoot.. The 
team that v:on the cup three ti:!l.es in succession retained it as a perm­
anent trophy. 89rgeant J • .R. Gore of Troop A, broke all records by 
making 24 points out of a possible 25 to 800 Yl:\rds, and 24 out of 
25 at 1000 yards.** 

Troop A was to have its first annual inspection 'l'bursday evening 
October 26, 1911. The squadron commander, Major Samuel Kay, was to 
be the inspecting officer at?-d the troopers were working overtime 
getting into shape. Captain Morgan expected to surprise _the in­
specti.ng officer by th~ showing the trqop r.ould meke • Although 
only in service since ALarch 4, 1911. Troop A showed the effect o 
careful training and had gained an efficiency that many older 
organiz~ti~ns might envy.*** 

Through a misunderstanding an unpleasant conflict arose Thursday night 
October 26, 1911, at armorY. hall, over who had the right of· way, Troop 
A or a dog show. Captain Morgan of Troop tlocked the man who was in 
charge of the dog show, out ot hal~ and threatened .to rip up all the 
benches prepared for the show and· tl:lrow them out into the stre.et .• 
Troop A needed every inch of room because the unit was to ' e offic i ally 
inspected by Major Kay, but Superintendent A. L. Stuart of _the 

.ooo. 
· *Morning Echo August 16, 1911, page 3, column 5. 

**Morning Echo September 121 1911, p~~e - 6, column 4. 

***Morning Echo October 18, 1911, page 1, column 1. 
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cti vi ties·: (continued) 

The l"irst annual i nspection 
of March HL 19121 at t 
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·.orning Echo January 10, 12, pa, 4 , co1iu:nn ~ · 

' **M.orning Echo arch 9, 1912, p 6, col 6 • 

. orning Echo March 13, 1912, page 1, column 6 . 

-12'-

d 
il1t1 

, 

op 

e 



·, 

·eontinued) 

.ctivities: (continued) 

'Troop A and Company L, Second Infantry were to j :)urney to ~·resno 
on July 4 , 1912, to take part in the big celebration there. Capt­
ain Morgan was drilling Troop A overtime getting them in the best 
of form for the occazion. Major L. E. Wilson of the Second Infantry 
was in Bakersfield and talked over the plans with Captain Morgan. 
ajor W1.lson stated that the celebration w~s to be one of the larg­

est ever he·ld in the valley. Ex.cursi.:.n trains would be ·run from 
all the towns near Fresno, and special rates ~ould be given to 
visitors from a.."'ly of the valley towns.~ 

Because of his failure to appear for drill practice after repeated 
warnings Edgar De Ylolfe, a young civil engineer and memter of 1I'roop 
A was arrested January 3, 1913, by Deputy Sheriff Dave Wright on 
complaint of Captain Morgan . It was said De Wolfe promised to attend 
drill and when he failed to turn up, officers of the troop were sent 
to his home to demand an explanation. He came to the door in answer 
to their !mock and promised to get ready immediately for attGndence. 
The officers then claimed he shut the door in their faces and ref 
ed to come out. De Wolfe took the matter as a joKe when he was taken 
to jail. However, the thought of the Kangaroo court and the possibil­
ity of spending the: night in jail put things in a new light and he 
quickly secured bondsmen who put up twenty-five dollars for the ap­
pearance.** When De Violfe was brought to trail the judge fined hi 
thirty. dollar.s, but suspended the sentence providing he obeyed all. 
orders until March 4, 1914. 

embers of Troop A and Compnny L, Second Inf'anti·y and the Hurbut 
Post Grand Army of the Republic , m1tted February 23, 1913, to do 
honor to t he memory of Captain A. E. Morgan late com..1r.nder of Troop 
A, aad to lay his body . to rest in Union cemetery y;i th full military 
honors . T. A. Metcalf, chaplain of the post, was to ~onduct the 
Services acco:cding to the Grand A:rmy r1 tual. The Grand Army Post 
and Company L, Second Infantry would form a military escort, and 
members of Troop A would act as pallbearers. The funeral was to be 
held from Morton & Connally's ~dertaking parlors on Chester Avenue 
at two-thrity P .• M. and beside the members of the three military 
org~~izations, it was anticipated that many friends would be in 
attenance as Captain Morgan was universally lil\:ed Hnd respected in 
Bakersfield.· Besides the local expressions of sympathy that the 
family received, a message came from Adjutant-Chmeral E. A. lt'orbes 
in which he declared t hat the death of Captain ~or~ :- ~as a dis­
tinct loss to the National Gue.rd, as he was one of the ablest Capta· 
in the State .. *** 

oOo. 

*Morning -Echo June 2G, 1912, page 3 , column v. 

**Morning Echo January 4 1 1913, page 5, column 4. 

***Morning Echo February 23, 1913, page 6, column 7. 
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(Continued} 

Activities: (continued 

On July 4 ~ 1913, Captain c. W. Robi-nson of Troop A received order 
from Adjutant- General E. A. Forbes, asking him to have the t:roop 
patrol the roa-d r~ce course in the city limits of Bakersfield. The 

embers of "the troop would be stationed along the course from a 
nlf mile south of the Santa Fe tracks on Union Avenue, to the 

Bakersfield race track, where the cars check in. In order to in­
form those at the race track.that the cars were C.!oming, a system of 
signal was used. ·The trooper nearest the end of Union Avenue; whe 
the rae;crs would firs_t appear, was provided v7i th a pair of field 
lasses. As soon as he could . see the number of ar~ oncoming car, an~ 

if tht.t number were ty;enty- four for example, he would wave his fl 
twice to the left and .four times to the right , and so on for other 
cars. The other troopers stationed farther down th., course would· 
catch up the signal and pa"ss it on until it reac·rled llie race track. 
Tx·oop A was divided into three details in charge 01 :,L .. iltc ...... 1t ..... 
Klipstein, Lieutenant Charles Curran and QuartermasteJ. Sergeant 
o. W. Giersch .* 

On the evening of December 3 1 1914, Troop A held a smoker at their 
a1·mory in Bakersfield which was attended by twenty-five troopers 
and proved to be a decided success as a good program was s.taged un-
er the direction of Ernest Lcew:is . The feature of the ·evening was 

.. 

wrestling match betl'Ieen Middough ·and Townsend, the latter secur­
ing one fall . This cont~st was to be settled at the next· smoker. . 
There was a three round boxing contest between Corporal Place and 
Sergeant Burn~, v!ith no decision . Some clever single stick contests 
ere held between Sergeant Knowlton and Corproal Fennell and. 

Sergeant Vlilson and Corporal Davis . In the musical progr.am there 
s a piru1o solo by Lesl ie Robinson ~~d a vocal solo by Jake 

Polhemus. Corporal Davis was court martialed and Ernest Lewis pro­
secuted. It was decided to settle the matter with a four round 
boxing contest between Davis and Lewis at the next smoker . ** 

On June 26 , 1916 , Troop A was mustc.c : into Feder~al Service at 
Sacramento for duty on the Uexican b OJ.der . On June t\~enty-eighth 
the troop entrained· f9r Nogales,, Arizona ,arriving thei:e July sacond .• 
T1·oop A did .not engage in active service but did only guard and 
patrol duty along the border until October twenty- sixth when they 
entrained for laos Angeles. The troop remained at Exposition Park 

.ooo .. 

•:~orni cho June 20, 1913, page 3 , col 4 . 

**Uornin£ Echo December 11, 1914, page 3, column 3 . 
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TROOP A (Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

in Los .ongeles until November 171 1918, when they were mustered 
-out of Federal Service. 

Troop a, on August 5, 1917, was again called into Federal Service. 
This second call was for duty during the World War, and the unit 
became a part of the l45th Machine Gun Battalion.* For further 
information concerning the regiment activities of this unit refer 
to the History of the 145th Machine Gun Battalion 40th Division • 

• ooo. 

*Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, pages 21, 22. 
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