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Company A, First Infantry Regiment, Second Brigede (rorn-rééggigggg;

Reference: Adjutant General's Files
location: Sen Franciseo, San Francisco County
Organized December 28, 185¢
Reorgenized August 10, 1881*%
.Redesignated July 23, 1895**
_Reconstituted and Stationed at Bureka July 23, 1895%**
Discontinued December 7, 1B895****
‘Reconstituted and Stationed at Sen Francisco December 9,1895%**+*#
+Kustered 1into Federal Service May 6, 1898e
- Mustered out of Federal Service GSeptember 21, 1899e+¢
‘Reorganized as Company A, First Infantry Reglment Nov. 26,1899e¢¢
lustered out Jenusry 8, 1907++2¢
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= “+*Compeny A, formerly Company C, Third Infantry Battalion, iransferred
to First Infantry Regiment ahd designated Compeny i, August 10, 188l1.
Ad Jutant General Report 1881-1882, General Order No. 15, page 84.

45*‘conpany 4, First Infantry Regiment, transferred to Third Infantry

. “Regliment and designeted &s Company C, Third Infantry Regiment on

* July 23, 1895. adjutent General Report 1895-18v6, Ceneral Order
No. 11, page 76.

" *¥*Company A, formerly Company 4, unattached, Bureka, attached to
First Infentry Regiuent and designated as Company A, First Infentry
Regiment, July 23, 189¢0. Aidjutant Gemeral Report 1895-1896,
General Order KNo. 11, page 76, paragraph 2 (A).

. ¥#¥%*Company 4, First Infentry Regiment, discontinued as Infantry and
enrolled as Fifth Division, Navel Battalion, December 7, 1895.
i;; adjutant General Report 1€95-18¢5, General Order No. 17, page 87.

#¥%%*Company A, formerly Compeny E, and Company A, Third Infantry
Reglment, consolidated end attached to Fifth Battalion as Company e
December 7, 1895. Tifth Bettalion became part of First Infantry
Reglment, December 9, 1895. A4idJutant Geners1 Report 1895-1896,
General Order Nos. 17, 18, peges 86, and 88. .

«Company A as part of First Infentry Regiment, was musterbd into
. Pederal Service during the Spanish-americen War, May 6, 1898,
Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, page 4.

‘#4ad jutent Ceneral Report 1899-1900, General Order No. 11, pages 68, 69.

- ##¢Company A as part of the First Infantry Regiment re-entered the
Netionel Guerd as Compesny A, First Infantry Regiment, Second bBrigede
November 29, 189¢. Aidjutant General Report 1899-1900, page 79.

‘#¢eeCompany 4, First Infentry Regiment, disbanded and mustered out of
service on January 8, 1907, having fallen below the standard of

efficiency. Cenerel and Special Orders and Circulars - 1907.

General Order No. 1.



Commanding Officers

Name Rank ommission
Jo He lclkienomy, Captein Mar. 11, 1873* 5

881
williem r. Sulliven, First Lieut. Aug. 29, 1881 Sep{. 21, 1esl

J. He Kclienomy, Captain
(Re-elected Mar. 12, 1883)

William P. Sulliven, Pirst Lieut.
(Re-elected Oct. 15, 1883)

'J. H. McMenomy, Captain
(Re-slected Mar. 16, 1885) : ,
Re Ao larshall, First Lieut. Sept. 14, 1885 Sept. 29, 1885

R. 4. Marshell, Ceptain " Mar. 14, 1887  aApril 6, 1887
George A. Rice, First Lieut. Kar. 14, 1887 April 6, 1887

- Re A. Barshall, Captain
~ (Re-elected Ker. 15, 18689)
Joseph T. O'Brien, First Lieut. Mar. 15, 1889 April 9, l&ee

Re 4. Rﬂmh&ll, C&ptaln '
(Re-elected Mar. 17, 1891)
Joseph T. 0'Brien, First Lieut.

(Re-elected Mar. 1891)
(Resigned Mar. 13, 1892)
Eugene V. 3ulllven, First Lieut. 4April 30, 1892 June 13, 1892

Re A. Barshaell, Captain
(Re-elected Mar. 20, 1893)

Eugene V. Sulliven, First Lisut.
{Re-elected Mer. 20, 1893)

Deniel J. Foley, Captain lay 17, 1893%*
- (Re-elected July 22, 1895)
Charles V. Otto, First Lieut. May 17, 1893%*

(Re-elected July 22, 1895)

John F. Commolly, Captain Aug. 30, 1894  Jan. 22, 1896
George T. Balllnger, First Lieut, Jen. 31, 1895 Jan. 22, 1896

John F. Comnolly, Captein

(Re-elected Kov. 19, 1896)
George T. Ballinger, First Lieut.
" (Re-elected Mar. 18, 1897)

. ~000-
"Captain J. He Mclenomy retained his former rank date of March 11,

1873, when he commanded the Mckiahon Crenadiers.

* **Captain Deniel J. Foley and Lieutenant Charles V. Otto, retained
thelir former rank as of May 17, 1893, when they commanded Compa-
ny A4, Tenth Infantry Regiment, Sixth Brigade.
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Commanding Officers (Continued)
Rank

Leme
John F. Conmolly, Captain
(Re-elected Feb, 28, 1900)
George T. Ballinger, First
Lieut.
(Re-elected Feb. 28, 1900)

COmﬁiaaion

George T. Ballinger, Captain July 10, 1900 July 25, 1900
Joseph i. Brown, First Lieut.July 10, 1900 Dec. 232, 1900

George T. Ballinger, Captain
(Re-elected Nov. 13, 1902)
{Re-elected Oct. 6, 1904)

Frederic Bertrand, Fiist Nov. 13, 1902 Deec. 31, 1902
eut.

George T. Ballinger, Ceptain
(Re~elected Lay 18, 1908) .
Ae Re Dunnigan, First Lieut. May 18, 1905 Aug. 12, 1905

(Resigned Nov. 15, 1905)

Activities:

Company A, First Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade was formerly
known as the lickahon Cuard which was orgaenized December 28, 1859.
On March 4, I88I, e military law was passed by the Legislature to
stendaerdize the membership requirements of the companies of the
Nationel Cuard, and in thls general reorgenization the liciiehon
Cuard wes redesignated as Company 4, First Infantry Reglment.

On July 23, 1895, Company A was trensferred to the Third Infentry
Regiment, end Company A, unattached, Eureka wes attached to the
Pirst Infantry Regiment and designeted Company A, First Infantry
Regiment. About five months later, December 7, 1895, Company A
wes discontinued es an infantry company &nd enrolled as a division
in the Naval Battalion. 1In the reorganization of the Natiomal
Guard, December 7, 1895, Company A and Company K, Third Infantry
Regiment were consolidated and designeted Compeny A, Fifth Battalion.
Two days later the Fifth Battalion beceame & part of the First In-
fentry Reglment, thereby, causing Company A to be known as Company
A, First Infantry Regiment.* :

«000=
* *4d jutant General Report 1895-1896, pege 27.



xctivitiea: (Continued)

A general Encempment of the National Guard is indispensably neces-
sary for military development and advencement. In Camps of In-
struction the men are brought together in large bodies and are
hebituated in all the varied duties of the camp and field. The
men were encamped in tents, and were required to perform sentry
duty, guard mounting, dress parade, and were dally instructed

~in the drill., In a very short time they became femiliesr with
the routime duties of the profession of arms, and were in
readiness when the exigency srrived, te put into practice the
teachings of the cemp and gerrison. Through suech measures it
is possible to have an army of citizen-soldiers ready, even

- while guietly engeged in the peaceful pursuits of life, to
spring to arme et e short notice. It is in the citles and
large towns that the military orgenization 1s most needed. The
Kational Cuard is an suxiliery force to the pollce, and by its
presence good order is maintained, and lawlessness prevented
thereby, securing for the citizen his vested rlghts and privileges.

Compeny A encamped for eight days at Santa Cruz, Celifornie, in
September 1883 under command of Colonel J. H. Dickinson. The
company owned its own mess kits, and a commissary provided thelr
- own subsistence. This method was decidedly less expensive than
the ceterer system, and was recommended for general use., A
second encampment at Santa Cruz was held August 15 to 23, and
wes one in which the entire National Guard participated. Company
A as a unit of the First Infaentry was present. During the year
1888 there were but two encampments held, and both regimental.
The First Infantry Regiment of which Company 4 was attached, en-
camped at San Jose, Californis from July 22 to 29, 1888. The
Camp was designated "Camp Firrell”, in honor of Major Frances H.
Firrell, Surgeon of the regiment, who died in the month of January
preceding the encampment. There was an average attandance during
the eight days of 278 men.

In the year 1888, every orgenization of the Guard went to an
encampment. Compeny A encamped at Senta Rosa from July 20 to

28, 1889, The camp was designated "Camp Orton", and was located
" in & beautiful grove of ocaks about one and one-half miles from
the eity. The camp was profusely decorated with Chinese lanterns
and flags. The question of decorating camps of the National Cuard
was discussed considerebly, as being unmilitary, and as having e
tendency to meke & camp & sort of pienic and, therefore, inter-
fering witk the proper performance of military duties. It was
not considered by Richard H. Orton, aidjutent Ceneral, that the
decoration of camps or the effort to meke them beautiful and
attractive was a greve offense against cemp ettiquette if not

-l



Aetivities: (cantinned)

cerried to excess., It was cuatonary to locate the Guard camps
near cities or towns, and it was considered if the camps were
not made &s attrasctive for the men as the town, then the larger
number of men would endeavor to obtain peasses or would go withe-
out leave, and spend their evenings, when off duty, out of camp;
while on the other hand, it was found that if cemps were made

" bright and attractive during evenings, the men would prefer to
remain in them. Therefore, it wes permisslble to decorate
Retional Cuard camps as long as they did not interfere with
duty, or the importing and receiving the instruction for which
they were primerily established. The use of decorations were,
Lowever, regulated by the commending officer, who preseribed
the kind and amount to be used, meking them uniform throughout
the camp. This encampuent &t Santa Rosa wes the twelfth one
which Company 4 attenced. The entire regiment was well fitted
out with camp equipage, and the officers heving had considerable
experience were well eble to instruet the men attending concern-
ing regular camp duties.

Compeny A went Into encempment at Cemp keDonald, Ukish, August 21,
1897, end remained there until iugust 29 of the same year. This
camp was ideal from a sanitery view-point. The guarters in the
camp in genersl were well policed, tents were ventilated, neat
end orderly. The mess tebles, cock house end kitchen were well
kept; all foods were fresh and of the best quality obtalnable,
and the men were well setisfied with their mezls. ' However, the
spece was limited for carrying on all mincr and major tactioa as
programmed, yet in spite of these disadventages all meneuvers and
drills were splendidly ecarried out under the supervision of
Captein F. de L. Cerrington, United States army. Officers end
men responded to duty cheerfully; discipline was excellent; the
proper courtesy between officers end men was properly axchanged'
end guerd mount, reviews and dress parades were well executed.
At roll call men were promptly on time, ermed end equipped for
practice and exerclees. At this encempment a ten minute drill in
the manual of arms followed roll csll. The encampment was
regimental in charescter and grest interest was shown in silhouette
target prectice. At this Camp of Instruction there were no tent
decoretions; no disorder or drunkeness; and in general the be=
havior of the men in and out of camp was excellens.

-000-

« *id jutent General Report 1896-1898, pages 24, 25.



Activities: (Continued)

another encampment tThat Company A attended was held at 3anta

Cruz in June 190l. This was the first time for many years that
the entire Natiomal Guard was assembled. The camp was under the
comnmand of kajor General John E. Dickinson. The attendance weas
€00d, being muck lerger than was anticipated. Consequently, the
éxpense for trausportation end subsistence exceeded the estimates,
and as a result a deflclency of $4,310.76 in the encampment fund
for that year was inecurred. However, all claims were settled
with the exception of the one against transportation.* The
following year, as customery, Company i went into an encampment
from iugust 2 to 8 et Naps, following the same routine procedure,
ineluding tarzet practice, inspeetion and other maneuvers that
were expected of the National Guard. The unit encamped at Santa
Rosa the next year. Owing to the limited appropriastions for en-
campments for 1904, various organizaticns were assembled separately
for gisoipline‘and drill at points convenient to their home
stations.

To render a soldier efficient in esctual service it was essentisl
he should be able to handle his rifle properly, kmow its capacity,
and be able to fire it accurstely. To attain precision in firing
at objeets in the fleld constant prsctice wes essentiel. It wes
necessary first to know measured distences, and then know distances
determined by the eye. In order to heve the riflemen do more rifle
practice, medels were offered for the best shote, and as & result
Company 4 developed a number of good marksmen and won many awards.**
- The Ceneral Staff of the Califormia Nationel Guerd realizing the
value of terget practlice made great efforts to crsate an interest
emong the soldiers im this direction. 7 Valuable prizes were offered
which Induced more practice, and es a Pesult some of the best :
marksmen and rifle shots in America were developed. Previous to
1864, funds for rifle practice were limited from five to ten rounds
of smumunition per rifleman during ennual target practice.

In 1885 the Legisleture pessed & law providing $3,500 for the use
of the wdjutant General each year to be expended for rifle practice,
but the State Governuent neglected to appropriate the necessary
funds. Therefore, the ict was useless until sufficient money was
.avallable. In 1887 the Legisleture provided $3,500 for a period

of two years to be used for target practice, but this amount was .
only half of what the law allowed, although the amount appropriated
was enough to give the National Guard & fairly good beginning. . &

~000=

“Adjutaht Ceneral Report 1901-1802, page 8.

"**adjutant Gemeral Report 1£85-1686, pages 8,9
- ==



Aetivities; (Continued)

Campany 4 perticipeted In sn annuel target prectice which was

held September 10, 1683, when the highest aversge was made by

Fe Casey, & member of the unit, with & score of thirty-eight

points. The company s & whole made an averege of fortyeone

per cent and also was one of the few companies that did not
“miss the target marks.*

Company A held their annual terget practice &t Healdsburg,
Celifornia, from asugust 6 to 10, 1887. The State at that time
only allowed five rounds of ammunition eénnually per rifleman
for terget practice, Company 4 had facilities for private
practice, and they availed themselves of every opportunity to
take advantage of the seme. At the ennual target practice
Company 4 had the following report:**

Men qualified to shoot 61
actual number men shooting 36
Riflemen qualified e
Kerksmen qualified : 15 .
Total number gqualified 16
Elghest possible score 3,050
roints made 680
rercentege made 22.29%

A previous law had been passed by the Legislature which reguired
all officers and enlisted men to fire tem shots esch year in the
months of June and September. Immedistely & greater interest was
shown, and by 1691 the efficiency had increased ten per cent.***

In the 1894 annuel terget practice Compeny A won three medals for .
the high score of ninety-two, end for the Second Class score won
four medals with the score of eighty. The medals won by the corps

- were silver with silver top-box. These medals were superior in
every respect to the former ones and greater interest wes shown
by the efforts to secure them. Company A perticipated in annual
terget prectice for the year of 1895, and won one medal for
Second Class score.

000~

‘*idjutant Generel Report 1883-1884, peges 33, 34, 35.
- “**4d jutant General Report 1887-1888, page 238.

* **%4d jutent Gemeral Report 1891-1892, page 6.
il



Activities: - {Continued)

One of the routine practices of the Natlonal Guard was snnual
inspections. These wore held In order to determine the condition
of arms end edlitionsl equipzent, and if such equipment was
found to be Inferior tlhe same was sent In to various armories
end repleced. Compeny A was inspected snnuelly from 1881 to
1895, snd this company alweys meintained a good record in
efrlciency and sppesrance. On July 28, 1886, the company was
inspected and 21l equipment was found to be in excellent con-
dition. The corps was agein inspscted et the annusl encampment
at Bealdsburg, July 2 to 10, 1687, by William R. Shafter, Colcnel
of the First Infantry. ;ents and clothing consisting of several
kinds of material, with the exception of & very limited amount
belonging to the State were owned privately by the company. #hile
this equipment would answer the purpose for what it was intended,

- it would not do for actual service. Ipringfield rifles model

- 1873 were used ror prectice, and et least fifty per cent of these
rifles were unfit for actual service.*

Company A wes inspected Karch 1891 and 1892 by Lieutenant-Colonel
4e Ds Cutler, Division Inspector. On Merch 1, 1892, a speeial
Board of Survey was ordered to inspect esch regiment's arms and
give the names of parts necessary to put the rifles in good con-
dition, returning ell unfit parts to the State Armory, in addition
to equipment of no further use. This survey made it possible to
know the number of rifles and other ordnance supplies in the hands
of the troops of the State. The adoption of this new system of
percentage by the commanding officers, resulted in ianspections
being conducted more satisfactorily as it wes known et all times
the condition of all arms. The purpose of this exchange was to
keep a1l equipment in serviceable condition.** In the inspection
of June 1885 Company A was found to be in excellent conditlon,
due to the faet that all arms and uniforms hed been replaced by
- the United States Governaent. Annual inspections were elso made
to determine whether offlicers and enlisted men were well diseiplined
soldiers, or simply uniformed amateurs.

Company A participated in various paredes in honor of the citizens
of Sen Franelsco, and also on National and Internatiocnal occesions,
doing honors to the living notables and slso to the decessed,
When Senator Ceorge Hearst passed eway on larch 15, 1861, leading
the funersl procession was Company A and other attaohnents of the

. Natlonal  Guard of California, an honor rarely bestowed upon a
citizen of San Francisco. Following Company 4 waes the Knight

=500=-

‘Ad;nmt General Report 1887~1888 page 15, and Gen. Order No. 1, page 223.
‘*¥ad jutant General Report 1891-}%33 page S.



Activities: (Continued)

Templar's orgenization, acting as pallbeerers for the grest
statesman., Company A as part of the Second Brigade including
1,000 men under commend of Brigedier-~Generzl John E. Dickinson,
made an excellent appearance. The casket was borne by six
young men of the Infantry and as the coffin wes belng carried
out of the Church the bugles sounded end the word of command
"Fresent Arms™ was promptly responded to by the troops. The
men carrled thelr burden gently forward end deposited it in

" the walting heerse, and then three of the soldiers took up
positions on each side of the vehicle., Company A along with
all other local compenies pareded with full ranks. The unit
in bestowlng honors upon the late Senator received a great
deal of praise for thelr numerical strength and their soldierly
appearsnce. ,

For the second time during the yeer of 1891, Company 4 was called
upon to honor a prominent citizen, John ¥. sSwift, Foreign Minister
to Japan, who died in the Orient. The Minister's body was return-
ed to San Francisco for burial on board the steamer"Baltic!
arriving in the city on May seventh. 4n impressive service for
the late minister was held in Trinity Church and all the officers
of the Nation, State and City were present. When the sad
procession left the Church and made its way to the cemetery, it
was preceded by Company A as part of the Second Brigade, under
command of General Dickinson. As the troops reached the cemetery
the boom of & cannon echoed ecross the desolate field of the dead.
The hilnister was honored by fifteen guns from the foot of Lone
Mountain. Company A swung in line facing the cemetery eas the
double row of carriages followed by the caisson filed pest. Airms
were presented and the last dirge sounded.* '

For the third time in 1861 Compeany 4 was called upon to participate
in a funeral procession honoring King Kslekaua, Monarca of the
territory of Hawall who died in San Franeisco. Company A along
with other troops led the funeral procession, and was followed by
the Knight Templar orgenization, who sected as pallbearers to the
kcnarch. The funeral services were held at Trinity Chureh with
ell homors, end smid every tribute of respect that could be paid
by any Nation, State or City. The Royal remains were transferred
to the Flagshlp "Charleston" to be returned to Hawali for the
final rites. The "Charleston"™ whieh brought the Monerch to this

=000-
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~‘sap Fraencisco Chroniele, Mey 11, 1891, page 10, column 1.
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Activities: (Continued)

country to rind rest, pleasure and restcred heelth, was returning
to the Islands with the Monarch's remains, bringing sorrow to
the Hewailan Kingdom.

~ The arrivel of rresident Benjamin Harrison in 3an Francisco on
April 28, 18901, wes commemorated with great enthusiasm and excitement.
The President was greeted by Company A and other KNational Guard
nnits which were formed In parede formation ready to move when
the Presldent'a boat arrived st the Ferry Building.*

cempany 4 was not only active in parades, encampments, and target
. practice, but wes also called upon to serve their country in a
# militery capecity when life and property were endangered, and
law and order to be maintained. Often times the entire Kational
Guard was called ocut to meintaln the required protection. The
Railroad Strike which weas nstionwide in scope created unrest
among the citizens of the country, and in order to protect life
and property the National Guard was called out. Later on the
United States Covernment troops were ordered to assist in any
emergency that mlght arise between the railroads and the railway
employees. In accordance with the reguest of Barry Baldwin,
Vaited States karsball, Governcr Markbham issued orders to lajor
General Dimond of San Francisco, to proceed to Sacramento with
traops to protect life and property that might be endangered
because of the Rallroad Strike. General Dimond left San Fran-
cisco on the evening of July third, with seven companies of the
First Infantry of which Company A was attached. They arrived
4 in Saeramento on the morming of July Fourth, and lmmecdlately
upon arrivel the troops marched to the armory for breakfast.
Due to an insufficient quantity of food, some of the companies
were compelled to-forego thelr morning meal.** Company A ree
mained in Saeramento, but took no esctive part in the strike
until July eighteenth and on thet date the unit was ordered to
Truckee, to guard and protect life and property, remaining there
until July twenty-fourth, at whieh time they were ordered beck
to Seacramento. OCn the rollowing day the entire First Infantry
Regiment returned to San Francisco and was dismissed from activo
service.***

‘*yor additional inforamtion concerning the ceremony tendered

Fresident Benjamin Earrison, refer to History of Company D, Fira
Infentry Regiment, Second Brigade.

47 #%*2d Jutant General Report 1893-1894, pages 215, 216.
> ***Ad jutant General Report 1893-1894, pages 227, 246.

%
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sctivities: (Continued)
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The purpose of an imspeetion was to determine the merit of dis-
eipline, instruetion, appeesrance and condition of properiy. Ine
spections took place et different intervals usually at terget :
practice or encempments. A4ll commends of the Second Brigade .
were mustered and inspected by Brigedier-Ceneral A. #. Barrett
between the dates of karch 24 and April &€, 1882, and Company 4.
received a fairly gootd rating et this inspection. The atten-
dance at roll call wes good, their being eighty-nine on roll,
and eighty-six presemt, and three ebsent, making a percentage
of ninety-six. C(eptein J. ¥. Connolly was the commanding

~ officer at this time. AL this inspection held in the regimental

- earmory, State property was found in excellent condition, records

good, although the company hed no finsnces they met regularly
for their drills. Due, however, to the lack of money only part
of the men appeared for imspection and muster in uniforms and
cars. The commanding officer was very efficient in performing
his duties.* 3D

-/

On April 238, 1898, rresident Willlam MeKinley issued & call for
volunteers -for the war with Spein. Compeny A as & unit of the
‘First Infaritry Reglment of the Neatlomal Cuard was one of the

first companies to be mustered into the service. The unit wes
nustered into the United States Army on May sixth of that year

end on kay twenty~Iifth embarked on the United States trasnsport
“"City of rekin®™ whigh was conveyed by the flegship "Charleston".
The company returned Lo Sen Francisco on the "Shermen®™, iugust 23,
~ 18%0 , end was mustered out of service at the Fresidic on Sep-

4 tember twenty-first of the same year.**

Company 4 after spending sixteen monthe in service during the
Spanish-imerican War, returned to San Franclsco and was again
nmustered into the First Infantry Reglment. The unlt found theme
selves with wom out and obsolete eguipment which had sceummlated
in the years passed. On January 29, 1900, Boards of Survey and
Inspection of eech brigade were appointed to inspect and pass
upon the loss of property, and to eliminate and destroy all
material belonging to the State thet had become unserviceable
worn out, dangerous and unfit for further use. 4n authorization
from the Chlef Ordinance, United 3tetes army, dated May 19, 1800

s
;oco~
*id jutant beneral Report 1895-1896, pages 156, 157, and 158.
*#*For additional ectivities of the rirét Infantry Regiment in the

Spanish-imerican war, refer to the History of pany C, F
infentry Regiment, Second Brigade. ‘ - 2. First
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Activitiag: (Continued)

ordered all stores shipped to Sacramento, inventoried and then
shipped to the United States Arsenal at Benicla, and credited
~ to the State. This inspection whieh was much needed left

" Company A with only such arms and uniforms that would be of
service for future purposes. It therefore, became necessary
for the State legislature to devise ways snd meens to re-
uniform and re-equip the company after returning for duty to
the state of California. A blll was passed by the legislature
appropriating $50,000 for uniforms and quartermasster stores,
and under this appropriation znd as provided by lew, a uniform
board was appointed by His Excellency, Governor Henry T. Gage,
July S5, 189v9%. The board wes composed of MajJor General John He.
Dickinson. Colonel 4. D. Cutler, retired, and Lieutenante
Colonel J+ G. Clesling, Assistant Adjutant Ceneral, Second
Brigade, and it was up to these men to purchase the noceasary
uniforms and other supplies. Ais a consequence Compeny i was
equipped with new uniforms end with the most medern Springfield

.rifles, caliber forty-five, also tentage, blankets and modern
field ranges which equipment wes the best ever plaeed in the
hends of the Cuard.

Annuel inspections were made each year after 1900 until 19607 of

- Compeny A by &n Inspector of the United States irmy. A4As reported
by the officer the genersl equipment of the unit alweys was found
in good condition and well kept, and the discipline or the men
exceéllents

Target practice was for the purpose of essisting sdldiers in
developing into good marksmen, to handle guns properly, and im
general to keep and assist in meking a more efficient servant

of the Hutional Guard end the United States Army. During the
year 1loVU6é Couwpany a participated In the annual Target practice
and although & new system of practice had been Inaugurated, this
company maintalned a very good average. Instead of confining
the shooting to 200 yard ranges the distance was increased to
300 and 900 yards, also skirmish firing et silhouette targets
hed been introduced with greatly inereased practical results. The
cost of reloading the ammunition was materislly reduced by the
installation of  bench-reloading tools, and es & result the

: -000=-
Qf‘AﬁJutanf'Géneral Report 1899-1900, pages 11, 12,
«l8e



setivities: (dontinued)

guardsmen were able to reload their own ammunition at e cost of
from $11.00 to $12.00 per thousand, thereby, saving ebout §7.00
or §8.00 per thousand on emmunition. This gave the men mcre
money to expend in target practice.* Target prectice wes
continued annually by Company A with an excellent average until
the company was mustered out of the service on January 7, 1907.

It was the custom of the Second Brigade, of which Compeny A was
a unit, to parade in honor of distinguished guests &nd at ell
events of importance. On June 24, 1896, Company A led the
funeral procession for the last rites of the late lejor Ceneral
We He Dimond. One of the sad bereavements which had befallen
the batiomal Guerd ss well as the people of the State of California
was the loss of the Division Commender. In him was lost a true,
brave, patriotic officer and e warm friend of the National Guard,
and one to which service both as a soldier and es & citizen, the
- people of Californis may point with pride. The Pirst Infantry
Regiment Band under the leadership of Casasa, played for the
military escort. Company A paraded in full dress uniform with
a complete reglment of over 1,000 strong, comprising the main
body of the troops, Lieutenent-Colonel Duboce commanding. The
officers wore the badge of mourning. The men in Company A wore
in place of the simple regulation blue caps a blue helmet with -
eagles of gold on the front.

At the head of the great military procession rode Brigedier-
-General R. H. wWarfield on a black horse. #When the head of the
line reached the Laurel Lill Cemetery gates, the military escort
cane to a halt. 4s the caisson approached ithe center of the
troops, Company K of the First Infentry Regiment with Thomas
Cunningham eommanding officer fell out of line and joined the
cortege, taking the head position as special escort end firing
squad. The final funerasl dirge was played as the cortege passed
the line of the military escort, end the salute of drums were
sounded as the calsson passed the drum corps. When the last

of the procession had gone into the cemetery the milltary escort
was dismissed.

While Doctor MeKenzie read the Grand Ritual a melancholy bell
tolled. The great guns, being fired from Fort Point located at
the entrance of Golden Gate boomed and reverberated from the
hills. The sun, which had shown on bress buttons and shining
belmets & few minutes Lefore, was shrouded with & drifting
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mantle of fog. 4As the lest mournful military tribute was being
paid, drums rolled and bugles sounded taps. Far away & wender-
ing gleam of sunlight fell on the two golden crosses of St.
Dominie's pointing upwerd with truthful fingers. The guns over
@ mile awey boomed sullenly., In the deep beckground of sound
was the flesh end shrill clstter of volleys of combined
susketry fired sbove the grave of the great scldier who wes dead.
There were three volleys fired, then the soldiers merched away,
the tomb was seeled, and the crowd melted slowly. The flower
covered greve was left with but a few devoted attendants and
friends. . : -

Company A partiecipated in the fumeral procession of Govermor Johm
E. Jones of the State of Nevada. While tle services were being
conducted, the prinelpal pert of the militery escort with Ceoneral
R. H. Warfield in commend arrived. Compeny A with other compa-
nies of the First Infantry Regiment were arrenged on the west side
of Van Ness ivenue and its line extended over two blocks. This
unit with various other compenies of the First Infantry led the
procession from the funeral parlors down iMarket Street to the
Ferry Bullding where the late Governor's remains were shipped

to Carson City, Revaeda, for iis last rites and tribute.**

The body of rather william D. MeKinnon, Chaplain of the First
Infantry Regiment, Californie Volunteers, who dled in the
¥hilippine Islands, was shipped back to his netive land, on the
United States army Transport "Sheridan", and was received st
the Folsom Street Wharf by Company A snd other contingents of
the regiment. Father MeKinnon jolmed the First lnfantry Regiment
of the California Volunteers, embarking and sailing to the
Fhilippines and serving there with the troops until the muster-
ipg out of the regiment, then Joining the Third Cavalry. Ee
did mueh to further the cause of education in the Fhilippines
and was an earnest worker for the welfare of the troops. Father
KeEinnon sacrificed his 1ife while toiling among the soldiers

; and died in Nenils in 190Z#*Company & was one of meny units of
the First Infentry Regiment that participated in honor of the
Chaplain. The caisson stood near the trensport as the casket
was lowered over the “Sheridan's " side. Lembers of the company
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were standing with bowed heads on both sides of the celsson.
Headed by the regimental band, the funeral cortege moved off
to the musie of the funeral dirge.. Thousands of people lined
East Street, and heads were bared as the procession passed.
The soldiers marched out Market Street on Van Kess and thence
to the Undertaking Parlors. The First Infantry Reglment was
represented by Colonel Thomas 0'Hell and Staff. The body was
teken from the parlors to the armory of First Infantry and
there laid in state till the time for the funeral. The funeral
cortege left the ermory end proceeded to 5t. Dominie's Church
where the last rites were helds The members of Compeny i were
in undress uniforms with side arms, under command of Colonel

y Thomas F. O'Hell and Adjutent Ceneral Frank w. Warren. The
church was erowded to the doors and the eulogy was delivered by
Father Brent, who pald tribute to the excellent quelities of
the dead priest. after the ceremonies the remains were taken
to ihe Holy Cross Cemetery for interment.%

Compeany A on May l4, 1lv0l, paraded in honor of rresident Wwilliem
MeKinley in Sen Frencisco. An unusually lerge erowd of people

had gathered to see and hear the Fresident speak.*** In 1903 on

May thirteenth and fourteenth, citizens of San Francisco held a
wonderful reception for President Theodore Roosevelt during the
Chief Executive's stay in that eity. Company 4 participated in

all parades and other activities given in honor of the rresident . **»

The Zarthquske of april 18, 1906, which affected certain portions
3 of the State, and more particularly the city of San Franclsco,
was the direct cause of celling the State troops intc sctive
service. Company A on April eighteenith was on patrol duty im
the stricken city, and while their own business, homes and
- femillies were threatened with destruction, the men reported of
thelr own free will for service, reelizing that they were needed
to essist in preserving lew end order and rendering ald to the
homeless. Company A was very active and rendered excellent
service during the fire. Their duties consisted of patrol duty,
caring Ior the homeless and sick, and also helping tc feed the
mepy citlizens that were eold and hungry. The conduct of Company A
while performing the duty that devolved upon trem in connection
with the disaster was exemplary. Considering the conditions
which exlsted in San Frencisco, and the destruction of several
police stations end the City Hall, the Folice force wazs for a
while somewhat disorgenized and the situation would have been

S *San Francisco Examiner, November 3, 1302 , page 2, column 5. ‘
#**San Francisco Examiner, November 6, 1902,page 9, column 6.., .
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##*%50n Francisco Chromicle, May_]3, 1903, pages 1-3, column 1-7.
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they wepre subjected to a creat deal of ebuse from some or the

. very people that they were helping. Under the provoestions to
which'the.ecmpany Wwas subdbjected, the unit performed their duties
witk ‘commendable patience and in g soldierly manner,*

elliciency was demanded o thé National Guard, and as the
Federeal Government was inereasing the yearly appropristions
for that organiz&tton,‘a;nﬁmber of ‘companies in the 3tate
Kilitia as g consequence were not ‘able 'to ‘meet the stringent
‘requiremunts‘imposed by the Covernment, Company 4 wes not
eble to nuct_thesq.rcqnirnnénts,_and.although the unit hag
Seéen active service in the Spanish-american far, and had fule
filled 1ts duty splendidly to the eitizens or the State of
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