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First Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade (formerly Mutionel onel
Guard

Reference: Adjutant Generalt's Files

Location: San Francisco, 8an francisco County .
‘Organized August 31, 1855
 Reorganized March 26, 1830%
\Reconstituted Decemnber 9, 1895#*
JMustered into Federal Service May 6, 1898%#»
‘Mustered out of Federal Service OSeptember 21, 1809%%x*
+Reorganized as Company C, ¥First Infantry Regiment Nov. 29,1899
. Detached and redesignated April 19, 190lss
‘Redesignated April 19, 190lss+s
lMustered out iay 10, 1307ss++

3 Commanding Officers

~ Rame PNETEE ¥ Rank Comm on
P “Herman J. Templeton, Captain = Jan. 6, 1879 Tgﬂan. I"‘255;", 1879
Charles P. LeBreton, First Liecut. Jan. 6, 1879 Jan. 22, 1879

Herman J. Templeton, Captain
(Re-elected Jan. 3, 1881)

Charles P. LeBreton, First Lieut.
(Re-elected Jan. 3, 1881)

' - -000- -

. *Company C, formerly National Guard organized August 31, 1855, re-
organized and designated Company C, First Infantry Regiment,
March 26, 1880. Adjutant General Report 1880, General Yrder No. 12,

age 63. 3 ;

'**gompany C, First Infantry Regiment was redesignated Company C, -
First Infantry Regiment on December 9, 1895, Adjutant Ueneral
Report 1835-1898, pagcs. 86, and 88. .

b\***Company C as part of First Infantry Reglment was mustered into
Federal Service during the Spanish-American War, April 6, 1898.
Adjutant General Report 1899-1300, page 4.

. #¥%%*Ad jutant General Report 1899-1900, General Yrder No. 11, page 68.

. #Company C as part of the First Infantry Regiment re-entered the
National Guard of California on Nowember 29, 1899.
Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, page 79.

. +#Company C detached from First Infantry Regiment and redesignated
Battery C, First Battalion Artillery, April 19, 1901.
Adjutant General Report 1901-1202, page 66.

. #+##Company C, formerly Company I, First Infantry Regiment, was re-
designated Company C, First Infantry Regiment, #pril 18, 1201.
Adjutant General Heport 1901-1902, page ©6.

., +#++Company C was mustered out in accordance with General Order Nos. 9,
10, disbanding the First infantry Regiment, day 10, 1307.
General and Special Orders and Circulars - 1907.




- Commanding Officers

Name :
Herman J. Templeton, Captain
(Re-elected Jan. 8, 1883)
John E. Klein, First Lieut.’

John E. Klein, Captain
Semuel H. Palmer, First Lieut.

John E. Klein, Captein
" (Re~-elected Jan. 10, 1887)
Homer H. Woodruff, First Lieut.

John E. Klein, Captain
(Re-elected Jan. 14, 1889)

Homer H. Woodruff, First Lieut.

(Re-elected Jan. 14, 1889)

Homer H. Woodruff, Captain
Andrew J. Ruddoek, First Lieut.

Homer H. Woodruff, Captain
(Re-elected Jan. 16, 1893)
Andrew J. Ruddock, First Lieut.
(Re-elected Jan. 16, 1893)

James W. Dumbrell, Captain
Charles K. Goodell, First Lieut.

James W. Dumbrell, Captain
(Re-elected Nov. 1, 1897) :

Charles E. Goodell, First Lieut.
(Re-elected Nov. 1, 1897)

Charles E. Goodell, Captain
George T. Petty, First Lieut.

George T. Petty, Captain
Joseph N. Ross, First Lieut.

Frank K. Moore, Captain
(Re-elected April 7, 1902)
Henry G. Mathewson, First Lieut.
(Re-elected April 17, 1901)
(Fromoted to Captain
Company D, First Infantry
Regiment August 21, 1901)

William B. Corcorsan, First Lieut.

(Continued)
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“*Captain F. K. lioore and Lieutenant H.

former commissions as of February 28, 1900, when they commanded
Company I, First Infantry Reglmgnt, Second Brigade.

Rank Commission

‘June 5, 1882  June 24, 1882
Jen. 5, 1885  Feb. 10, 1885
Jen. , 1885  Feb. 10, 1885
Jan. 10, 1887 Feb. 1, 1887
Jen. 13, 1891  Feb. =20, 1891
Jan. 13, 1891 May 10, 1891
Jan. 28, 1895 Feb. 28, 1896
Jan. 28, 1895  Feb. 28, 1896
Feb. 28, 1900 June 18, 1900
Feb. 28, 1900 June 18, 1900
Jan. 21, 1901 Mar. 15, 1901
Jan. 21, 1901 Mar. 15, 1901
Feb. 28, 1900* May 29, 1901
Feb. 28, 1900* May 29, 1901
Oet. 14, 1901 Nov. 29, 1901

G. Mathewson retained their



Commanding Officers (Continued)
‘ ; Rank Commission

Name
Frank K. Moore, Captain
(Re-elected Liar. 28, 1904)
Williem B. Corcoran, First
' Lieut.
(Re-elected Nov. 30, 1903)

william B. Corcoran, Captain Mar. 27, 1805 Mey 10, 1905
Dietrich A. Hagens, First Mar. 2, 1905 Nov. 18, 1905
. Lieut. '

Activities:

Company C, First Infantry Regiment was known as the National
Guard, Company C, First Infantry Regiment prior to 1880, having
been organized on August 31,1895. 1In the reorganization of

1880 and 1881, when it was necessary to reduce the number of
units in the National Guard to approximately forty companies

and the decision to designate companies by letters rather than

a name, the National Guard was given the letter C, First Infantry
Regiment, Second Brigade, which was the official designation of
this company, thereafter. .

Compeny C was a very efficient unit in military requirements.
At least once every year the company attended an encampment.
Frequently it was only a regimental affair, but the result was
a continued improvement in the company, especially in becoming
familier with the actual difficulties of subsistence and camp
life. The unit owned their own mess equipment and oftimes
would hold an encampment when the Leglislature failed to make an
appropriation, peying all their own expenses.

In 1880 Company C participated in a regimental encampment at
Sacramento, in 1881 at Santa Cruz, eand in 1882 at San Jose. The
encampment at San Jose was held in July, and by permission of

the United States War Department, Colonel Royal T. Frank, Captain

~Chandler r. Eaken, and Lieultenant Edmund K. Russell, all United

States army Officers, officially visited the Encampment. The
three officers were gratified at the high standard of discipline
mainteined in camp, the splendid military bearing of the officers
and men, and the general knowledge of cemp life displayed.* In
September 1883 Company C attended another regimental encampment
at Santa Cruz. The encampment was extremely successful, but

the expense was borne by the regiment as no money was available
in the National Guard Fund.**

~000=

‘*4d jutant General Report 188191882, page 13.
**%,d jutant General Report 1883-1884, page 13.
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Activities: (Continued)

In 1884 the State lLegislature appropriated sufficient funds for
an encampment of the entire National Guard. 4s a result of the
liberal action of the lawmakers, an encampment in which every
unit of the National Guard participated {(with one exception)
was held at Santa Cruz on August 15 to 23, 1885, and afforded
the commanding officers an opportunity for drill and movements
of the troops in larger formations than were allowed at previ-
ous encampments. The (Generals were able to hold a sham battle
which was more elaborate than former engagements, and the
spectacle was viewed by thousaends of spectators at points of
vantage on the surrounding hills. The Encampment.  as a whole
was very sucecessful. However, considerable annoyance was
occasioned by the lack of sufficient mess and camp equipment
for such a large number of men. The arrangement for caterers
to furnish meals resulted in unsatisfactory menus and inade=-
gquate service for the first two days. After that everything
was arranged satisfactorily, but proved to be very costly.
That difficulty resulted in a forceful recommendation to the
Governor that all National Guard units be furnished with mess
and cemp equipment, in order that each unit should be adequately
trained in all matters pertaining to subsistence when in camp.
The theory was ably demonstrated by the example of the First
Infantry Regiment, to which Company C belonged, when their
subsistence cost per meal per man was only about one-third of
the cost of what the caterers charged, and at the same time
proved more satisfactory, due to the fact that they owned their
own mess equipment. Stiil another drawback at the camp was too
many social funetions, which were well meaning on the part of
the citizens of Santa Cruz, but led to friction among some of

- the unlits and proved a hindrance to ideal camp life.

The next Camp of Instruction held by the Second Brigade was in
1891 at Santa Cruz, July fifth to thirteenth, and the report

of Captain J. J. O'Connell, United States army, detailed by the
United States War Department as Instructor and Inspector, show-
ed that the general efficiency of Company C had improved over
tohat of previous years.** Again in June 1901 the entire National
Guard assembled at Santa Cruz. This encampment was the second
time in history that the entire National Cuard in California

had assembled at the same camp. Much valuable help and instruction
was gained by the officers in the handling and caring for the
troops on a large scale.***

-000=-

g
~ +*Ad jutant General Report 1885-1886, page 7.

ﬁ‘*Adjutant General Report 1891-1892, page 6.

>**% 43 jutant Genersl Report 1901-1902, page 8.
i |



Activities: {Continued)

_ As the National Guard became more closely allied to the Federal
Army, more importance was attached to marksmanship. In the
report of Colonel Charles Sontag, Inspector General of Rifle
Fractice on December 2, 1884, special mention was made of the
splendid progress of Company C. The Colonel urged the Legis-
lature to appropriate sufficient money to enable the National
Guard to have at least 100,000 reloaded cartridges for target
practice each year, and to provide a suitable rifle range for
such practice. He called attention to the fact that the United
States Army permitted each men to have 240 cartridges per annum,
or 620 reloaded ones. The Colonel also stressed the faet that
in order to effectually meet a determined foe, the National
Guard should be able to properly handle the rifle and shoot
straight. This could not be fully accomplished on the meagre
allowance set aside for target practice by the State Legislature.
In the annual target practice held in 1883, Company C scored a
percentage of fifty-eight, which was the highest scored by any
company. - Lieutenant John E. Klein was second highest in the
1ndiv1dual shooting, having made a score of forty-three per
cent.

Whether the report of Colonel Sontag was heeded by the Legis-
lature is not known, but in 1885 the State lLegislature, passed
e law providing that $3,500.00 be paid to the Adjutant General
each year to be expended by him for rifle practice. They failed
to appropriate the necessary funds to carry out the provisions
of the law, so the newly enacted legislation was practically
useless that year.** In 1886 the lawmakers set aside §3,500.00
for the coming two years, which although only half the amount
allowed by law was a step towerd an improved merksmanship in
the Nationmal Guard of California. Part of the appropriation
was used to purchase medals to be awarded to those attaining
the highest scores,***

An inspection of Company C on July 25, 1887, was held by Captain
Albert E. Castle, who reported that the rifles of the unit were
-0ld, worn, and rusty; unfit for target practice; their uniforms
were old and that fifteen men were present who had no uniforms.
He stated the drill and manuevers of the company were very good,
but were marred by their poor equipment. '

-000~-

'*Ad jutent General Report 1883-1884, pages 35, 113.
* #¥*4d jutant General Report 1885-1886, page 8.

“***Por further details refer to History of Company B, First Infantry
- Regiment, Second Brigade. ‘
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Activities: {Continued) ,
In 1893 Private C. F. Waltham of Company C was third highest in
the scoring at target practice, and won a First Class medal.

- There were only twelve members in the entire Ratiomal Guard to
qualify for these medals. In the Second Class marksmen, Company
€ had twenty men qualify, while only seventeen others in the re-
mainder of the reglment reached that class. Sixteen members
scored the required number of hits to become Third Class marks-
men. In 1894 three men qualified for First Class medals, six-
teen qualified for Second Class and fourteen for Third Class.

In 1896 Company C had one First Class, eight Second Class, and
ten Third Class marksmen. Although the scores {ndicate the
company was weakening, 1t was still above the average. The
difference was in the method of shooting. The regulation re-
quired shooting at 300 and 500 yard ranges, whereas before the
range was for 200 yasrds distance.* ,

The First Infantry Regiment was presented with new regimental
colors on May 19, 1892. The military entertainment and presen-
tation was held 1n lechanics Pavilion and among the-honored and
special guests were Governor H. H. Markham and Staff, Major
General Dimond and Staff, Brigadier~General Dickenson and Staff,
Colonel MacDonald and Staff Colonel Barry end Staff, Colonel
Fairbanks and Staff, besides Colonel Sulllvan end Staff of the
First Regiment of the National Cuard. General Ruger, United
States Army and Staff were also homnored guests. after the
review of the regiment, the troops marched down the hall in
platoons, and arrived at a formation of a single-ranked hollow
square about the entire hall, facing towards the center. Governor
Markham descended from his seat of honor accompanied by his
Staff and in an appropriate speech presented to Colonel Sullivan,
Jr., and the First Infentry Regiment, new regimental colors on
behalf of the- honorary members of the organization. Colonel
Sullivan in an appropriate speech accepted the colors on behalf
of his men. The new colors were similar to the old omes, but
were more elaborate. They consisted of a National Flag with
the name of the regiment and the date of its orgamization in
gold letters on two of the white stripes; and a State Flag with
the seal of the State and word, "California]' on a field of dark
blue.** The regiment then narched off the floor and Company C
returned, supported by other companies to receive the Tobin
Trophy, prasented to the unit by Brigadier-General Dickenson,
This trophy was a handsome silver cup, and was awarded for
rifle shooting to the champion company of the National Guard.
As Company C had won the cup three consecutive times it then

V%44 jutant General Report 1896-1898, page 4.

+ **3an Francisco Chronicle May 19, 1892, page 4, column 4.
-b-



Activities: (Continued)

‘became the permanent property of that unit. Captain Woodruff
in a fitting speech on behall of the company accepted the cup
for the unit. A regimental dress parade in honor of Coglonel
Sullivan closed the military exercises, and a program of
dancing finished the evening's entertainment.

The efficiency of the Natiomal Guard was pu® to a test on
December 2, 1895, when without any intimation whatever of the
plans, the commanding officers received orders to assemble their
commands at their respective armories at eight P. M., fully
equipped for active duty, and then proceed to Headquarters which
were Lo be established at Van Ness and Ellis Streets, San Fran-
elsco, not later than nine P.M. This type of muster was called
"long roll®’ in military ecirecles, and the call had never besen
issued before except at encampments. Company C with the First
Regiment turned out in almost full strength, and the First
Regiment was the first to reach Headquarters. There were only
five companies of the regiment in San Francisco, a sixth one
being stationed &t Hureka, inecluding about 200 men fully equipped
with haversacks, canteens and blanket rolls, while camp equipment,
subsistence tents, ammunition were packed in quartermaster's
wagons and stationed at Headquarters. The militia waes reviewed
by Brigedier-General Warfield and Staff, and by Captein F. de L.
Carrington, First United States Infantry. Captain Carrington
was highly pleased with the results and made the following
notations:”

"One of the chief requisites in emergency calls in
any body of troops is promptness. To the First In-
fantry Regiment, Colonel Bush commanding, belongs
the honor of the evening. That regiment had 292
men in the line, with rations and camp equipage
ready to march. When we consider that the men were
scattered all over the city, left their ermories on
time and reached the designated ground to the minute,
it speaks well for the efficiency of the National
Guard.”

Company C participated in many speclal parades as well as the
routine drills and parades held on holidays. On Merch 15, 1891,
Company C took part in the ceremonies in paying respect at the

last rites for Senator George Hearst. Not many of the distinguish-
ed people when they depart from this life, receive sueh lavish

- =000~

© '*3an Francisco Chronicle, December 3, 1895, page 8, column 4=-5.
' R



 Activities: {Continued)

honors &s were bestowed upon the Senator. For two days and
nights a guard of honor from the Third Infantry Regiment mein-
teined & vigil to watch over the remains lying in state at
Grace Bpiscopal Church. Taking part in the funeral procession
was the Second Brigade of the National Guard, commanded by
Brigadier-Ceneral John H. Dickinson. Company ¢ in conjunction
with other units paraded with strong ranks, and three companies
from the nearby cities made a splendid showing in the funeral
procession. The casket was borne by six young soldiers of the
National Guard of California, and as the body was removed from
the Cathedral the bugle sounded and the command was given ,
"present arms", the entire soldiery promptly responded. The
procession then proceeded to Laurel Hill cemetery, where the
remains of the Senmator, journalist, miner and financier were
quietly and solemnly placed in a vault.* :

When Iresident Benjamin Harrison arrived in San Francisco on

April 25, 1891, Company C, with the Second Brigade was called

upon to do honor to the President. The occasion was a splendid
~military parade which formed at the Ferry Building upon his
arrival and escorted the honored guest to the lMechanies Pavilion.**

On December 12, 1890 the Second Brigade paraded in honor of King
Kalakaua of the Hawaiian Islands, when the King landed in San
Francisco. S5ix weeks later Company C, with the other units of

- the Second Brigade was called upon to escort the remains of the
dead King to the steamer to be returned to the Hawaiian Islands
for their last resting place.***

On May 10, 1891, the Second Brigade, to which Company C belonged,
participated in the services of the funeral of John ¥. Swift,
United Stetes Minister to Jepan. Leading officials of the atate
and Nation attended the services. The National Guard under
command of General Dickinson, led the procession and at the
cemetery the artillery units fired a salute of fifteen shots,

followed bi the presenting of arms and the last dirge was then ;
sounded ,¥**¥*

-000~
*San Franeisco Chronicle, Mareh 16, 1891, page 10, column 1»5.’
<**gan Francisco Chronicle, April 26, 1891, page 11, column 1;7.
;*“San,Francisco chroniele, Jenuary 23, 1891, page 10, column 1;4.
*%*%¥3an Francisco Chronicla, kay 11, 1891, page‘lo,_coluhn'l;
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Activities: (Continued)

Vice~Fresident Stevenson visited San Francisco on July 19, 1893,
and was given a very hearty welcome. Large erowds lined the
streets as the Second Brigade and the Navel Reserves acted as
escorts to the distinguished guest from the Hotel Baldwin to
the Mechanics Pavilion where the public reception took place.*
On January twenty-seventh a year later Company € took part in
exercises preceding the opening of the Midwinter Fair in San
Francisco. The parade which was composed of both military and
civie organizations, was one of the finest ever held in that
eity.

Another appearance of Company C during the year was when the
Lick Monument was unveiled in San Francisco on Thanksgiving Day,
November twenty-second. The ceremony was conducted jointly by
the Native Sons of the Golden West and the Society of Pioneers,
assisted by Supervisors and school children.**

On May 12, 1903, President Theodore Roosevelt visited the city by
‘the Golden Gate, and the hearty, noisy reception given the Chief
Executive will probably never be excelled. In this reception
Company C, with the Second Brigade, played a prominent part.

Most of the men in the Natiomnal Guard had Seem service during

the Spanish-American Wer in the Phillipines, while the Fresident
hed carried the Stars and Stripes at San Juan in Cuba, as Colonel
of the Rough Rlders. The President's deep interest in the Cali-
fornia Volunteers was noticeable as they passed before the review-
ing stand. ***

The activities of the National Guard were not always confined to
drilling, target practice, and parades. During the year 1880,
Company C was under arms in anticipation of disorder and possi-
ble riotous outbreaks due to the ilncreasing seriousness of the
anti-Chinese feeling. The anti-Chinese demonstrations and the
rise of the labor movement went hand in hand. As far back as
1872 workingmen began organizing unions to combat the railroads,
mine owners and large corporations. The labor unions accused

the large corporations of being instigetors in bringing in large
numbers of Chinese lasborers, whose low standerd of living per-
mitted them to work much cheaper than the white laborer. The
labor unions were divided over the gquestion of whether to enter
the political field in order to obtain relief. It wes 1877, how-
ever, before much headway was accomplished in uniting the various

-000~
%"San Franelsco Chronicle, July 20, 1893, page 12, columns 1-6.

***3an Francisco Chronicle, November 29, 1894, page 14, column 4.

'*#**San Franeisco Chromicle, May 13, 1903, pages 1-3, columns 1-7.
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Activities: (Continued)

liberal elements of the laboring people. Denis Kearney assumed
the leadership in forming the Workingmen's Party, which develop=-
ed considerable strength in 1878 by electing several members to
the State Legislature. The riotous action in July 1877 was not
led or encouraged by the labor leaders, When on July twenty-
third the lawless element burned a Chinese laundry and did con=-
siderable damage to other Chinese property, Denis Kearney sided
with the forces maintaining law and order. He also was among
the Law and Order people on July twenty-fifth when a radical
group attecked and attenpted to destroy the property and docks
of the Facific Maeil and Steamship Company. MNMr. W. T. Coleman
who had been the leader of the Vigilantes in San Francisco in
1856, was the leader of the Safety Committee forces in, 1877 end
1878. During the ten days of rioting in July 1877, Company C
with the Second Brigade was under arms, weiting for a call from
the civil authorities to restore order. Apparently the Chief
of Police and the Safety Committee, (who already had received
1000 rifles from the 3Stete) believed they could handle the
situetion, and requested additiomel arms from the Covernor.
His Excellency promptly refused, pointing out to the suthorities
that the National Guard was being maintained under arms in their
armories at the expense of the State waiting to be called upon
to restore order. Fiumally on the tenth evening, July twenty=-
ninth, the Chief of rolice reguested the aid of the troops, and
one evening of the services of the National Guard proved all
that was reguired to bring order out of chaos.,
However, labor strife in the eastern States necessitating troops
being called out to restore order, kept the agitetion alive on
the racific Coast. The completion of the Union Pacific Reilroad
threw thousands of laborers out of work in the seventies and it was
estimated that two thousend Chinese laborers were entering the
United States every month. Another reason of discontent weas
caused by the failure of the coming of the rallroad to create

~ the expected boom in business, which in its advent led to un-
warranted speculation.

The Workingmen's Party increased in power and in 1879 elected
Issac S+ Kalloch as Mayor of San Francisco, but failed to elect

& majority of supervisors. The result was friction between the
two forces that finally led to Kelloch's defeat in 1882. With
the final passage of the Chinese Exclusion Aet during that year,
one of the greatest causes for unrest among the laboring people
was removed and the National Guard was not called out agein in
lebor disputes until the Railroad Strike in 1894. It is interest-
ing to note the platform of the Workingmen's Party in 1876. It
advocated an eight hour work day, election of United States
Senators by popular vote, adoption of the Single Tax, and several
other planks that the liberals of today are still fighting for.

«10-



Activities: (Continued)

It was the strategy of the Adjutant General to place the arms

of the State under guard whenever unrest among the laboring
class or any other element threatened to develop into riotous
proportions. This plan wes to prevent any rioutously inclined
citizens from seizing the arms of the State, thereby Blacing

the Netional Guard in position of being without arms.* On

the evening of July 3, 1894, Company C was ordered under arms
when the First Infentry Bogimont was ordered to Sacramento at
the beginning of the Southern Pacific Railroad Strike. Company
C was in Sacramento twenty-three days, guarding railroad property
and doing patrol duty on the Sacramento River, and especially
guarding the bridges entering the e¢ity. The presence of the
National Guard at these designated strategic points and also

at the depot, made 1t difficult for the strikers or sympathizers
to do any material damage to the trains that were being operated
in and out of Sacramento. On the afternoon of July twenty-fifth
the First Infantry Regiment embarked for San Francisco where
they were dismissed.* ) :

On the twenty-third day of April 1898, President McKinley issued
a call for volunteers for the war with Spain. Company C as a
unit of the First Infantry Regiment was one of the first compa-
nies to be mustered into tlLe United States Volunteers. The
muster in took place on May sixth of that year, and on May twenty-
fifth the regiment embarked om the United States transport "City

- of Pekin", which was convoyed by the United States Ship "Charleston”.
The contingent of troops was the first to ever leave the shores of
this country to engage in war on foreign soil. The regiment arrived
at Cavite, Island of Luzon on June thirtieth and disembarked on
July third, immedistely establishing a camp at Tembo and naming it
"Camp Dewey"™. Company C participated in the battle of Malate
Trenches on July thirty-first and Ausust first, and in the assault
and capture of lanila on August 13, 1898. Following that campaign
they were stationed in the berracks at Menila, doing guard and
patrol duty there and at Paco, Malacanan, and Pandacan until
February 1, 1899. The company then took part in the campaign
against the Filipinos from Februsry fifth to March twenty-first,
known as the Fhilippine Imsurrection. Their next move was to the
Isle of Negros, where the compeny sew service until July sixteenth,
when the unit with the remainder of the First Regiment was ordered
to board the transport "Shermen™ and seil for home. The "Sherman™
reached San Francisco on August twenty-third and two days later

~000~
‘*§pn Francisco History by John P. Young, pages 551—552, Clarke
Publishing Company. State Library.

v **For further details refer to the National Guard and the Railroad .
Strike of 1894. Adjutant GeneralVs OTTlco. :




Activities: (Continued)

the troops went into camp at the Fresidio, where they were
mustered out of the United States Service on September 21,
1899, after having seen more than sixteen months of active
duty. During those months of warfare, the regiment sustained
the following losses, killed in action eight; killed by
accident two; drowned one; a&nd wounded forty-eight.*

In accordance with General Order No. 5, April 19, 1901, para=-
graph three, upon the recommendation of the Board of Location
and Organization, Company C, First Infantry Regiment was trans-
ferred to the First Battalion of Artillery and designated as
Battery C.** 1In the same Ceneral Order Company I, First In-
fantry Regiment was redesignated as Company C to fill the
vacancy caused by the transfer of the former Company C. Compa-
ny I was organized on November 27, 1871, as the San Francisco
Fusileers. ‘

The Earthquake and Fire in San Francisco on April 18, 1906,
presented an opportunity to the National Guard of proving their
abllity as good soldiers. History records showed that they
distinguished themselves by offering protection to the weak in
* that unusual catastrophe and restoring some semblance of order
in the stricken city. To the First Battalion of Artillery
goes the honor of being on duty first, and Company C and the
First Infantry. Regiment was next to commence restoring order.
The companies did not wait for orders from Sscramento or Brigade
Headquarters, but realizing the seriousness of the situstion
proceeded under the leadership of their regimental commanders.
Their chlef and most important work was to commendeer food
supplies and see to their distribution amongst the needy. This
prompt action prevented unnecessary suffering of the people,
and also helped to restore confidence to the citizens, during
& period when a cheotic condition existed. The relief work
was only necessary for a few days as the appeal for food and
other necessities of life resulted in train loads of foodstuff
being shipped into the c¢ity. The civil authorities soon teok
over relief measures, and Company C was assigned to patrol and
guard duty in the city. The First Regiment remained on duty
in Sen Francisco until May thirty-first when they were dis-
missed from active duty.***

-000-
-*Ad jutant General Report 1899, page 4.
T*%Ad jutant Genmeral Report 1901-1902, page 66.
‘*f:AdJutant General Report 1906, pages 7-12.
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Activities: (Continued)

The records on file give no specific reason, but apparently
Company C declined in efflciency after the earthquake. When
the unit was inspected on April 1, 1907, the Company fell

below the required standard of the United States War Depart-
ment, and on May 10, 1907, Company C was mustered out in
accordance with General Order No. 9 and General Order No. 10,
disbanding the First Infantry Regiment, May 11, 1907, after

a service of forty-six years devoted to the maintenance of

lew and order in California and war service in the Philippines.*

" =000~

.*4d jutant General Report 1907-1908, page 3.

-13=-



