History of the Battery G, 2" Artillery
Regiment, National Guard of California
1881-1895

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the
California National Guard and the California State Library.

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 6 January 2015
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BATTERY G (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

of the Second Artillery, Second Brigade. This change was made
because the funds of the National Guard were limited, and a
reduction in the number of companies of the National Guard was
necessary in order that each unit would receive the amount of
money necessary to carry on its activities.*

Two years after the organization of Battery C, the unit suffered
a set back which imperiled its efilcinncy. This decline was due
to two causes. TFirst, Captain: Lee liix was c"lle1 away to Mexico
on business and was unable to return for severa nths, and
secondly, First Lieutenant Charles S. Neal r%;lkﬁJﬁ. This left
the ccmmend of the unit to Second Lieutenant George licleod, who
had not sufficient experience to maintein an el fficient unit.
The. members lost their enthusiasm and were discouraged by the
long absence of their Captain. Gradually the membership of the
Battery was reduced to forty-two, and at the Muster Inspection
of July twenty-ninth but tw \ﬂt“-tWrnc men were present. Finding

it impossible for the company to build itself up, Colonel Smedberg
5 - 2 ¢ o4 | =

with the approvel of Liyutbnant lMcLeod and the remaining men of
Company G began recruiting in e Cadet Company. Forty of the

oldest members were transferred to Battery G, eand a nunber of

men from the Battery were discharged honorably from the service.
There remained sbout anﬁuu -five.o0ld members of the Ls*te“t, who
with the forty recruits from the cadets made an efficienty company
and one of the best drilled in the service,**

One of the outstanding activities in which the Battery participated

the Crand
he twentieth
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arade and festivities inaugurated in honor 4¢ t
ugxtlorlcil Encampment of the Grand Army of the Rept
1886, With the advance of the mornimg hours, tl
zations of the National Guard could be
Van Ness Avenue to form in line for th
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by Brigadier-General Dimond, led the van of the militia. The
Second Artillery of which Battery G, as

full rank and in every
the red faecings on their uniforms the
ing along with their long steady step,
view the ranks looked very handsome.** 7%

splendid appearance.
looke ve
when seen at a closer

~-000-

‘*¥3an Francisco Call, June 12, 1881, pege 3, column 5.
Ad jutant General Report 188l- l?:h, General Order No. 11, page 8l.

«*¥g3an Francisco Call, August 16, 1883, page 5§, column 4.

**%gan Francisco Chronicle, August 4, 1886, page 1, column 1-9,
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BATTERY G (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

According to the report of Geor
Battery G at inspection on Septe ; Wa s
of any unit in the regiment, having a r%rnwr+‘;e of 57.14.
However, the Battery increased attendance percentage and at
the inspec bxon in April of 1891 by D. E. L;; hugor and
Signal Officer Second ;jri: ade, the unit show an attendance
of 100 per cent with the 1vn¢ Llr; and instruction ,oot- the
militaery appearance, arms and other property were very good.

The activities of Battery G were varied. On April 30, 1892, the
unit went on a two day outing with Battery H, Second Artillery
to what was known as the Seven Mile House near San Francisco,
The unit also wed thelr respect by attending the funeral
ceremonies in San Fr: of the following men, King Kalakaua
of the Hav Islands, January 23, 1891; Senator George Hearst,
March 16, 1891; John F, Swift, United States Minister to Ja
May 11, 1891; and H. A. Cobb, May 5, 1892.** The Battery also
took part in a "march of instruction" to Golden Gate Park, in
parading and drilling on all occasions when ordered
to do so by law.
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In July 1894, a strike developed among the employees of the
southern Pacific which spread over most of the entire nation.

it became necessary to call out the troops of the National Guard

to maintain order. On July twelfth, the Second Artillery Regiment,
of which Battery G was a unit, was vidjfed to West Qakland to
perform guard duty in the ra J.J_I.Oc,.u _,M"’ 1S e The command, LI. charge

<

of Lieutenant-Colonel D. Geary, proce from S5t Francisco by
Steamer on the "El Capitan™, and la he Peralta ‘fr»wf
wharf at approximately 3:00 A.M., t [ the thirteenth,
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*4id jutant General Report
Ad jutant General Report
*¥The San Francisco Chronicle, January 23, 1891, page 10, columns 1-4.
+The San Franecisco Q;ro;'alu, Mareh 16, 1891, pege 10, columns 1-5.
The Sen Francisco Chronicle, May 11, 1891, pege 10, column 1l.
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not & single tril succeeded in e bhe yards in
vest Qakland vieinity, although thej ny attempts to do

80. On July thirtieth, all troops, second
artillery at Oskland, were dismissed f: trike duty _
ing detachments cavalry, Naval Battelion and one unit of
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*For further detalis refer to the National Guard and the Railroad

Strike. Adjutant General's Office.
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