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Company B, Second Infantry Regiment, Third Brigade (formerly Colusa Guard)
Reference: Adjutant General's Files
Location: Colusa, Colusa County
Organized October 10, 1887
Reconstituted February 15, 1890%
Reconstituted October 31, 1831#%%
Reconstituted December 9, 1895%##
Mustered into Federal Service July 6, 1898%###
Mustered out of Federal Service February 6, 1899%#e#
Reorganized as Company B, Second Infantry Heg. June 14, 1899%
Mustered out September. .24, 1910%%
Reorganized, mustered in and stationed Willows March 5, 1811%%%®
Mustered out June 20, 1016%¥%¥
Reorganized, mustered in and stationed Richmond June 24, 1916%%%¥%®

«000,

#Company B, formerly Colusa Guard, unattached, redesignated Co. B, Eigh
th Inf, Bat alion, Fifth Brigade, Feb. 15, 1890.
Adjutant General Report 1880, page 58.

##Company B, Eighth Inf. Battalion, Fifth Brigade designated Co. B, Eigh:
th Inf. Reg., Fifth Brigade, Oct. 31, 1891. Adjutant General Report
1891-1892, G. 0. No. 17, p. 88.(provides for organization of the
Eighth Inf. Reg.). Adjutant General Report 1891-1892, p. 40.(The rank
date of Col. Park Henshaw, Oct. 31, 1891, is to be used as the date of
organization of Co. B, Eightu Infantry Regiment.)

#*%#Co, B, Eighth Inf. Reg., Fifth Brigade redesifnated Co. B, Twelfth
Inf. Battalion, Dec. 7, 1895. Two days later, Dec. 9, Co. B, Twelfth
Battalion redesignated Co., B, Second Inf. Reg., Third Brigade. Adju-
tant Gen. Report 1895-1896, 6. 0. No. 17, 18, pages 87, 88.

###%Co, B redesiznated Co. K, Eigzhth Inf. Reg., and mustered into Federal
Service during the Spanish-American Way, July €6, 1898. Adjutant
General Report 1896-1898, page 8.

#ewt®Ad jutant General Report 1899-1900, page 6.

#Co. K, Eighth Inf. Reg. re-entered the Rational Guard as Co. B, Second
Inf. Reg., June 14, 1899. Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, page 64.

PPAd jutant General Report 1910-1914, page 9.

#2%A new Company organized in Willows and designated Company B, Second
Inf, March 5, 1211. Adjutant General Report 1910-1914, page 9.

¥¥¥PCeneral and Special Orders and Bulletins 1918, G.0, No. 20, page 180.

¥IPP?. new Company organized in Richmond and designated Company B, Second

Inf., June 24, 1916. General and Special Orders and Bulletins, 1216,

page 132. General Order No. 2l.




COMPANY B (continued)

Mustered into Federal Service June 27, 1816#
Mustered out of Federal Service November 15, 1916#+#
Resumption of Service in the National Guard 1916#+#++
Mustered in Federal Service April 3, 1917+++#
Redesignated September 24, 1917%#+#+¢+¢

.000.

#Company B as part of the Second Infantry was mustered into
Federal Service for duty on the Mexican Border, June 27, 1816.
Adjutant General Report 1914-1220, page 17.

#+Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page 17.

¢_ Jeneral and Special Orders and Bulletins 1916, General Order
No. 34, page 150.

#++4Company B, as part of the Second Infantry Regiment was mustered
into Federal Service for duty during the World War April 3, 1917.
Outline History 184th Infantry Hegiment, C.N.G. File # 314.7.
Adjutant General Files.

#**%#Company B, Second Infantry Regiment redesignated Company K, 159th
Infantry Regiment, 40th Division September 24, 1917.
Ad jutant General Report 1914-1920, page 22.
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Commending Officers

Bame Rank Commission
iwoward Ford, Captain :
\Llﬁxteu Jwb 18, 1895)
Frank L. ?1rxey, Firat Lieut. Feb. &y, 1894 iar, £8, 1804%
Thomas Butledge, First Lieut. ADY o S5, 1896 ne 23, 1896%

loward Ford, Captaln
{Re-elected Juue 3, 1837)
Term exnired)
Ernest Weyand, Captain July 15, 1839 fug. 14, 1398
(Re d Dee. 7, 1800)
Thomas ledge, First Lieut.
(Re-elected April 21, 1828)

Thomas Rutledge, Captain ipr. 26, 150

1 day 29, 1901
Jaumes H, Porter, First Lieut. Apr. 26, 1901 day

21, 1901

Thomas Rutledge, Captaln
(Re-elected April 17, 1808)
(Retired iug. 2, 1904)
James H. Porter, Leptain July
(Resigned Hay 8, 1905) :
Thomss Rutledge, Captain Apr. £6, 1901 July 1,
(Retired Hov, 20, 1907)
James Porter, Flrst Lieut,
Re-elected April 17, 1803)
Promoted to Laptain
July 16, 1904

He G, Smith, First Lieut. July
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Byron De L& Beckwith, Captain
’%n—mlﬂcted Ju ly 1, 1909)

:{c r;n e i?h, iir t Z;,.*Lg’k‘ut-a
(Re-elected July l, 1909)
\aiuchmrgﬁd March &, 1911)

D. I. MeCahill, Captain dar, 5, 181l far. 31, 1811
(Resigned Hay 19, lBlZ}

3. F. Cauthard, First Lieut. dar. 5, 1811 Apr. 8, 1911
(Resigned Nov. 11, 1311)

L. Cs Btiles, First Liecut. bee. 11, 1911 Jan., 27, 1912
ain : June 9, 1918 July &, 1813

H. S. Tolen, First June. 9, 1912 July 8, 1913
(Resigned Dec., 12 '
3, 18186
g, 1918

Brutus C

e ] e © 19 T e i
easar Wslton, Captain Jan. 18,
ames Boyd,

[ ]
First Lieut Jan, 18, 1
000, ‘
#Captalin Howard Ford and Lieutenant Frank Pirkey retained thelr
forser comalssions as of Julr 18, 1895 and Hareh 22, 1894, wdeﬁ
they commanded Company B, Eightn Infantry Reglment, Fifth Brig
£
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COMPANY B (Continued)

Commanding Officers (Continued)

Keme Rank Commission
sroest C. Griffin ) Captain June 24, 1916 June 26, 1916
We 4. Vickory,Pirst Lieut. June 24, 1916 = June 26, 1916

wcbivities:

Company B, Second Infantry Regiment was organized COetober 10,
IEL7, as the Colusa Guard. During 1890 the unit became att&ch-
ed to the Eighth Infantry Battalion as Company B and retained
that uenltnttion until October 31, 1891, when the battalion be=-
came the Eighth Infantry erimeut. Loxrany B remained a part

of the Lighth Regiment until December 9, 1895, when the Eighth
Infantry was redesignated as the Second Infantry Reglment, Third
Brigade. The company reteined its same letter designation,
though several changes were made in its organization.

The feet that Company B remained in the service for a number of
years after the Dick Militie lLaw went into effect, showed that the
unit withstood the rigid military requirements of the regular
army. However, due to a gradual lack of interest shown by many

of the older members, the company's efficienecy rating began to
jower. Company B was on the verge of being mustered out of
service due to inefficiency for a number of months prior to

kay 4, 1909, when a group of prominent citizens petitioned
Governor James Gillett, and asked that the compeny be allowed

to remain in Colusa.

A resolution was also adopted on the same date by Colusa FPerlor
Ko. 69, Hatlive Sons of the Golden liest, to assist.the company
in securing young men to r£ill its renks and esked that the

Ad jutant Generdl defer the contemplated action of mustering

out the company for at least six months. This favor was asked
in order to give Company B an opportunity to make a better

T & v : v
showing in efficleney. Despite these efforts of the citizens

to retain their local unit of militia, Company B was mustered
out on September 24, 1910, for inefficiency.?

The following year, however, an entirely new com pany was orgen-
ized and stationed at willows, with Captain D. l. KcCahill as
commanding officer. The mewly organized Company B was mustered
into the service of the National Cuard March o, 1911,

«000=
*Ad Jutant General Report 1910-1914, page 9.
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QEPANY B
Activities; {Continued)
ing order.*
This unit being
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of their achievements in

having such a co.fgn;. _ftcr & s:irit_‘ contest and a hard drill

the Judges were called upon to glve thelr decision. kajor Frank

;irLey of the Third Brigade staff and Lieutenant J. H. Porter of
ipany B were the Judges who announced winner as being

V014crcl louls Sutton. The medal was
by Bajor J. B. Koore en ex-Confederate

After the drill ceremonies, Company B
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of the Grand Army of the Republic and
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* *The Colusa Sun, August 26, 1897, page
**The Colusa Sun, Qctober 17, 1800 age
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COMPANY B (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

the unit remained until mustered out of Federal Service,
February 6, 1899.%*

The second major activity in which Company B was called to
participate in was the San Francisco Eerthquake and Fire of
April 18, 1906. The unit received orders on April twentieth

to hold themselves in readiness for call at a monent's notice.
Several days later the troops were in 3San Francisco doing
_patrol duty and protecting the homeless -and destitute. These
people were preyed upon by "ghouls,"™ who, by the hundreds,
watched their chance to rob the dead as well as the living.
Company B was on & noble errand and every man of the grand

old Colusa Guard fulfilled his duties to the letter, regard-
less of what they were. The men were on duty for thirty days
when the order was received for them to return home with a
poseibility the company would be subjeet to ceall again in sbout
three weeks. The stricken city was evidently well protected by
more localized units, as Company B was not recalled to the area
visited by the catestrople.

Again in 1916, Company B as part of the Second Infantry Regiment
was called into Federal Service for duty on the Mexican Border.
They entered the service of the United States, June tenth and
arrived at Nogales, aArizons, July third, where they remained om
guard and patrol duty until Cctober 23, 1916. The company was
then stationed at Exposition Park in Los Angeles until November
15, 1916, at which timeé the troops were mustered out of service
and returned to their home stations.

The activities of Company B did not slways pertain to militery
duties during time of war, riots or disasters. Their p

was constantly in demand for parades, holiday festivities, and
social functions of various types. While the company was attend~
ing an encampuent at Senta Cruz during August 1903, they were
invited to participate in a spectacular Grand Army of the Republie
parade. This pleased the members of Company B as they were always

21

eager to display their military skill.

H
®
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©

On the night of July 5, 1906, an event which had been anticipated
for sixteen years was brought to realization. Company B dedicated
the Armory Hall at Colusa, which was to be used by their company
as a drill bhall. This was an outstanding occasion, not to be
easlly forgotten. Among the participants were soldiers of the
Republic brave and true and volunteers fresh from the service,

=000=-

*Ad jutant General Report 1899-1900, page 6.
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sctivities: (Oontinnbd)_

in a noble dut unwarlike cause, yet ready for their country's
eall, Attired in blue uniforms which were their regulation
dress, the troops anticipated a pleasent evening al {helr first
ball . . e a3

R —— ———_

e

The hall was decorated with their accoutrements of war and the.
colors of the Republic. Around the great hall, with its elighteen
windows and six doors, the bayoneted muskets were placed like
pletures on the walls, while across the entire wildth in front

of the music stend the canteens were festooned, fastened together
by their straps. The army belts were wrcalhed along the sastern
wall and the drapery was of rich heavy materiasl. A great bell of
red, white and blue, hung from the center of the ventllator, and
&n ense electric light blud served as a clapper. There were
four pillars in the armory, each deing adorned with some of the .
things pertaining to the avocations of a soldier.

4t the eppointed time the grand march was formed under the
direction of J. Grover. The column led by Mrs. Charles Young,
was & beautiful sight as they passed arcund and beneath the
bright light. The dancing continued until the hour of midnight,
when the soldiers and masidens, followed in the wake of their
elders, and left the fine c¢ld hall with the memories of a grand
dedication.* '

Aslde from beimg & group of well drilled and disciplined soldiers,
the members of Company B held many high retings in marksmanship.

Target practice was an essential factor in their militery re-
uirements. For the year of 1896, there were forty-four medals

for marksmanship 1ssued to members of Company B. There were

four First Cless medals, five Second Class end thirty-five Third
Class which was €3 per cent of the membership of the unit.

During the year of 1899, the company made an outstanding record
for itself. confany B produced elght First Class marksman who
mede a total of 1,588 points or nearly 23 per cent of the points
scored by the men quallifying for distinguished marksmanship for
that respective year.** The following year, 1900 was also a
g¢lorlous year for Company B as 20 per cent of sll the First
Class merksman in the State came from this unit.*** The company

-000-
+ %The Colusa Sun, July 3, 1906, pege 2, column 4.
' *#%.4 jutant General Report 1899-1900, psge 86.

'#%%,d jutent Gemeral Report 1901-1902, pege 82.
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World ¥War, during
i ¥ infantry heglment,
g Service on ¥arch 25, 1817. Company B,
Wes g ed Company K, 158th Imfantry, April 13, 1317.%
For further information concerning the setivities of this
1t : 5 -His
v

itory of Company K, 153th Iafantry, 40th
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Adjutant GeneralReport 1920-1926, paze =1,
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