History of the Company C, 2" Infantry
Regiment, National Guard of California
1895-1917

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the
California National Guard and the California State Library.

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 6 January 2015



COMPANY C

Company C, Second Infantry Hegiment, Third Brigade (formerly Companies C
and H, Second Infantry, Fourth Srigade)
Reference: Adjutant Generzl's Files
Location: Nevade City Nevade County
Organized December 9, 1395% »
¥ustered out January 6, 1906%® oy
Reorganized and mustered in January 6, 1906%#¥* ~
Mustered out Mgy 10, 1807#b%® ,
Reconstituted and stationed Fresno May 11, 1907+
Mustered inbo Federal Service June 27, 1515s¢
Mustered out of FederalService November 15, 1916#e+
Resumption of service in the NationalGuard 1916s+ee
Mustered into Federal Service April 3, 1917#¢¢e¢
Redesignated September 24, 1917¢s#ees

: +000.

@ Com any C, Second Infantry Regiment, Third Brigade was formed from the
consolidation of Companies C of Nevade City, and F of Grass Valley, both
in the Second Infantry Hegiment, Fourth Brigade. On December 7, 1885,
Companies C and H consolidated to form Comjany C, Eleventh Battalion.

Two days later December 9, Company C, Eleventh Batttalion was redesignated
Company C, Second Infantry. Adjutant Generalhkeport 1895-1886, CGeneral
Order No. 17, 18, pages 87, 88. ‘

##Adjutant General Report 1806,  age 3.

%A new company mustered in and designated Com any C, Second Infantry Regi-
ment. Adjutant General Keport 1506, page 3.

- #a#Ad jutant GeneralReport 1807-1908, page 3.
#Company C, formerly Com any C, Sixth Infantry Hegiment stationed at Fresr
e redesigna%ed Company C, Bacané Infantry Hegiment, May 11, 1307.
- Adjutant General Report 1807-1908, ‘page 4.
‘ ##Company C as part of the Second Infantry Kegiment mustered into the Fede-
ral Service for duty on the Mexican Border, June 27, 1816.
Ad jutant General Report 1914-1920, .age 17.
$+eAdjutant Ceneral Rejportl914-1920, page 7.

ns - 15916, General Order No. 34,

‘¢seteCompany C, as part of the Second Infantry Hegiment was mustered into F:d-
eral Service April &, 1917. Outline Fistory 184th Infantry *“egiment C.N.C
page 2, File # 314.7 - Adjutant General Files.

+#¢ss#Company C, Second Infantry Hegiment consolldated with Company K, Second
_ Infantry Regiment and designated Com any L, 158th Infantry Regiment, 40t:
: Division, September 24, 1817. Adjutant General Heport 1920-1926 page 25.
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30, 1887 .
(mmuﬁ Dec. 27, 1893) 5
Ralph P. Bowerman, urst Lieut. 4Aug. 18, 1894
G. Hihell, Captain
ected Dec. 14, 1896)
m Pe Bo'm mlt Licut.
lected Boc. 14, 1896
Gs As Kihell, ccptam
ted Dec. 30 )
retired Mar., 23, iao »
Preston F. Bimonds, urat Lieut, Dec. 30. 1888
Preston F, Simonds, Captain Febe 8, 1801
Hay Si.‘d “l).u“ |
B. A. Bost, ﬁ-t Lieut. Feb. ©, 1901
Be A. Bost, Captuin Oct, 28, 1801
J Ps K1 s Flrst Lieut. Oct. 28, 1801
resigned J 7, 1202)
Charles Seffen, irst Lieut. Dec. 15, 1le02
E. A Post Glptaul
lected Oct. 31, 1904)
el Ao Mlcy, Fi.rct Lieut. May 1, 1805
Paniel A. Dailey Jan, 6, 1908
‘Fe W. Waggoner, Firs e o 6, 1806
0. W. Spears, Oct. 6, 1805
numﬂ I-w 81, ms)
L. T. Stephenson, Captain June 28, 1908
E. C. Beal, First Lieut. Oct. 6, 1505
L« T. 8tephenson, Ca uin
reelected mn 1909)
E. C. Neal, First Lieute
ected April 17, 1908)
lm.

Jan, 24, 1802
April 28, 1903

‘May 20,

Jan. 17,
Jan. 17,

1806

1906

1808
Jan, 3, 1o0Gws

1908
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Jan. 3,

#Capt:in Nihell and Lieutenant Eowerasn retained their former

eco~aissions as of J
o!thc&candwmtryinms

anusry 4, l8u8,and August 28
commanded Coapany C, Second Infantry prior to

when
&emu, they

reorganization

##Captain Epears and Liesutenant Neal retalned their former commissions
as of January &, 1908, when they command Company C, Sixth Infantry.
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Avg . 21, 1914} ’
John J. munp- Captain Sept. 11, 1914 Nov. 21, 19014
E. C. Neal, First Lieuts
> atedton Do, 20, 1918)
retired April ]{i 1818)

Tober, First May 5, 1918 June 15, 1816
Frank D. Hopkins, Captain Mar., 26, 1917 Mar. 28, 1917
B. E. Tober, rirst Lieut. Mar. 26, 1217 Mar. 28, 1217

Activitiess

-

Company Becond Infantry HRegiment, Third Brigade, stationed in
Nevada. Oﬁy Nevada. County was foruerly Companies & of Nevada City
and H of Grus Valley, both in the Second Infantry Regiment, Fourth
Brigade. On Deceaber 7, General Order No. 17 was issued
which consolidated coapanzuémdn and redesignated them
C, Eleventh Eattalion. Two days hm on December General
Order Ho. 18 was issued which redesignated the Eleventh and Twelfth
nt;:uuon; :: the Second mnntry Hegiment with Cospany € retaining
saue letters

Company C following the reorganization of 1895, atfempted to become
a proficient military company and a credit to gho ational Gwd
attending wmany encampments, The first Caap of Instruction in whi
Company C plrticipatod was a brigede encazpument held at Ssnta Crusz
from August 15 to 22, 1887. In 1201 Company C together with the
other units of the Socaud Infantry attended a di onal encam
of the entire National Cuard at Santa Cruz Ifrom June £
teenty=third. Owilng to the llmited approprictm for,
pn.r ses during 1802 and 1908 the wvarious orgi -

onal Guard were assembled separately for dilgipnnc md drill
at. points oz:\{ enient to their home statlions, C attended
the regiumen encanpments held at Banta Cruz, J to August
z,ms,mdqsmntmu&u,m“tﬂtazz,

Company C in 1004, sttended the first joint Army snd ¥llitia
encampuent held at Atsscadero, San Luis Obispo County from August
thirteenth 'to twenty-sixth. ho was under command of Mz jore
General Arthur Haclrtiur, United Btam :;g commanding the Pacific
Division. Cc-pmcrro-.‘r $ to 20, muci Mmtbo
Joint Army and Milikia enu mlm held «

The following year ticipated in a .Temt

and Hilitia Camp of lnatructi.m at A €ro from Octover £

to fifteenth. The last encampment Compuny C participsted in was

in the year 1912, when thnlat.ismlﬂwd and the regu..r Army held
war saneuvers in the vieinity south of San Francisco, froz August
eleventh to twenty-first.




Activities: (Continued)

In the annual target practice that.was held each September as
required by law, Company C was one of the leading companies in
the State in the number of qualified marksmen. In 1896, Compa-
ny C had only 20 Third-class marksmen, but in 1899, the unit
scored a percentage of 23,58 per cent, which was the highest
under the rules governing the contest for the Silhouette Target
Firing Trophy. Company C was awarded the trophy,a silk flag,-
until after the skirmish firing for the year 1900. Although
Company C failed to win any further awards they maintained a
high number of qualified marksmen. ;

On april 21, 1898, the United States declared war with Spain,
immedlately the various regiments of the National Guard
volunteered their services. For some unknown reason Company C

was not mustered into Federal Service, but remeined at Nevada City
for duration of the war as & home guard compeny.

Following the Spanish-american wer, Company C engaged in many
varied sociel and clvic activities. On July 5, 1899, Company C
attended the Independence Day celebration held in Sacramento.

The procession in the morning, headed by Grand Marshal E. I.
Seymour, was lmpressive and attractive. One of the most striking
features was Company C whose members had marched all the way
down from Nevada City in the hot sun of the preceding days, to
Join in the demonstration. Men who thought nothing of walking
seventy miles over hard roads showed a spirit whieh merited the
frequent outbursts of applause that they awakened along the line.

Other military organizations in line were the Third Brigade
Signal Corps, Troop B Cavelry, and Company G, Second Infantry.
After them tramped the members of the Grand Army of the Republic,
unsteady of limb some had grown with whitening heads, but not
less buoyant in spirit than in the days when they marched behind
music attuned to war. The afternoon fireworks proved quite an
sceeptable innovation. Thousands ettended the opem ailr comcert
and aerial fireworks display at Caplitol Park. This last event
closed what was to be the best Fourth of July celebration ever
held in Sacramento.* - _

Agein in 1901, Company C participated in an Independence Day
celebration at Nevada City. There was considerable delay in
getting the procession started. But the hundreds of people

who thronged the streets were more than compensated for the hours
walt, for they had the pleasure of viewing one of the finest

=000~

*Sacramento Bee, July 5, 1899, page 5, column 1.




COMPANY C (Continued)

Aotivities: (Continued)

parades ever presented in any of the smaller cities of California.
The Nevada City Band, the members of which were neatly uniformed,
led the parade, followed by Company C Nevada County's Veteran
military company commanded by Major Simonds who rode in front of
the soldiers. Alongside of him were Grand Chancellor L. 3.

Calkins of the Knights of Pythias, George A. Nihell, R. P. Bowerman
and Ladis walling, officers of Company C. The uniform renk in
command of W. G. ﬁiohards appeared in thelr showy uniforms and

made a showing.

One of the features of the first division was the turnout of the
Redmen., There were about twenty members of the local lodge in
line, and they were attired in all sorts of Indian costumes. Now
and then they would let out & war whoop, and after looking at

and listening to them for a little while one could easily picture
the conditions that existed in America before the country was
inbabited to any material extent by white men. Officers and
slngers of the day in neatly decorated carriages brought the
first division to an end.* :

Two months later on Se{tunhor ninth, Company C attended the
Admission Day celebration given at Grass Valley. Company C and
Company I of Grass Valley gave a battalion drill in the forenoon
which was under the direction of Major Simonds. It was well :
executed and brought forth merited cheers. In the afternoon a
sham battle took place in the field, two-thirds of Company I
being intrenched while the remaining third and the whole of
Company C were pitted against them. It was an exciting plece

of work and meny volleys were fired, the officers on the firing
line directing the battle.** v

On April 18, 1906, a severe earthquake occurred in San Franclsco
which laid most of the city in ruins. comiany C was called out
for emergency duty in Oskland, April twentieth remaining at
Twentieth Street and Telegraph Avenue until April twenty-fourth
when the unit was transferred to San Francisco. Company C did
guard and patrol duty in San Francisco until May sixteenth, when
they returned to Nevada City.

-000-

*Grass Valley Morning Union, July 6, 1901, page 4, column 1.

"Br;sa v;lley Morning Union and Herald, September 11, 1901, page 5,
column 3.
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F | COMPANY ¢ (Comtimuea)

Activities: (Continued)

Following the EZarthquake Company C fell below the standard of
efficiency that wes required of all National Guard companies
and as a result was mustered out of State service May 10, 1907.
The following day May eleventh, Company C, Sixth Infantry
stationed in Fresno was redesignated Company C, Second Infantry.

On April 13, 1909, Company C paraded in honor of rear-idmiral
"Bob" Evens. The distinguished visitor was brought from his
hotel to the Barton Opera House in state. The Spanish War
Veterans of Fresno and Compenies C and K, Second Infantry led
by the Military Band escorted the Admiral to the hall where he
ugarintrodgeod to his hearers by Dr. Chester Rowell Mayor-elect
o 'eSNO0.

€

On April 29, 1910, Company C participated in the Raisin Day
Festival held in Fresmo. At 8:30 A.M., the head of the procession
moved from the starting point at K and Fresno Streets. The crowd
sew pass first the police escort and then the marshal, Major Ed
Jones riding with Chief aide J. D. Morgan and Chief of the First
Divislion W. F. Toomey. Then came Companies C and K, Second In-
fantry, the soldiers executing "squads left"™ and "squads right"
with the precision of regular troops. The company officers were
mounted. The parade proceeded up Fresno Street to H, to Mariposa,
to I, to Fresno to J, to Mariposa to K to Fresmo, to M, and
“ countermarched to J Street.**

On May $1, 1915, Company C marched in the military funeral of
We L. Bopkins, a member of the company who was asphyxiated while
working in a ditech for the Paeific Gas end Electric Company in
Fresno. Headed by Company ¢ and Compeny K the cortege left the
8  Stephens and Bean Undertaking Establishment and proceeded to the
St. James FPro-Cathedral where Lue services were conducted by
Dean G. R. E. MacDonald. The body wes cremated, and at the
cemetery the firing squad of the National Guard companies fired
a final salute in honor of the departed member.***

Company C participated in the Memorisl Day exercises held in

Fresno, May 30, 1915. Flags and bougquets were distributed on

176 graves of &eceased members of the Atlanta Post No. 92 of

the Grand Army. Then under the large flag mounted over the

old plot, the beautiful ritulistic services were conducted by

Commander W. Hardie of the Atlantic Post, with 150 veterans

and members of euxillary societies, in attendance, Mrs. Hattie |
Elwood, president of the Ladies Auxillary, conducted a similar h

~000=-
*Fresno Republican, April 135, 1909, page 10, column 1. |

**Fresno Republican, May 1, 1910, page 1, column 4.
***Fresno Republican, May 31, 1915, page 10, column 4.
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Activities: (continued) -

COMPARY C  (Continued)

service at the graves of the deceased meambers of tiat soclety.
The formal service w s concluded with the salute fired by th
elght members of Companies C and K, S8econd Infantry. This
feature was accompanied by the bugle taps from the buglers in
the militisa com anies.®*

Company C and K, Second Infantry held their ennual Fourth of
July dress parsde and drill practice in Fresno, July 4, 1815,

&8s an advance guard of the Commerciel Club parade which had

been arranged as a preliminary for festivitles at Zaspp's Park.
The parade began at 1:00 P.M., from ¥ and Fresno Streets. The
officers in command were Major Will Kelly of the Secund Battalion
:ng.captnins J.J. Phililps and Claude Fowler of Companies C and

Company C as part of the Second Infantry was mustered into Federsl
Service June 27, 1918, for duty on the Mexican Border. On June
thirtieth the Second Infantry left the mobilization at Saerasento
for Nogoles, Arizona arriving ther July third. Company C did not
engage in active service, doing only guard and patrol duty until
Jctober twenty-third, when they entrained for Los Angeles. Arri-
ving in Los Angeles on October trenty-fifth, the Second Infantry es-
tablished camp at Exposition Park where they remained until they
were mustered out of Federal Service November 15, 1218.

A few months later Company C, as part of the Second [nfantry Regi-
ment was agalin called into fodoral Service for duty during the
World War, Company C was mustered in April 7, 1917, and ordered
to guard duty until September 18, 1917 when the regiment was or-
dered to Camp Kearney, Calif. On September 24, Company C and Com-
pany K, Second Infantry B-ginont was consolidated and designated
Company L, 158th Infantry Hegiment 40th Division.®#®

For further information concerning the activities of this unit, re-
fer to History of Company L, 159th Infantry, 40th Division.

~000-

 #Fresno Republlesn, Jume 1, 1315, page 18, column l.
##Fresno Republican, July 5, 1815, page &, coluan 3.
##%Adjutant GeneralReport 1920-1928, page 30.
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