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Company L, Seeond Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade* (formerly CompanyG,

Sixth Infantr Regiment, Third B rigade

Reference: Adjutant General's Files
Location: Bakersfield, Kern County

Organized May 25, 1893

Reconstituted December 9, 1895%*%

Reconstituted May 11, 1907#3#:¢

Mustered out May 22, 1916%#it#

Reorganized, mustered in and stationed Watsonville, May 22, 1918%¥¥t¢

Mustered into Federal service Juna 27, 1S16s¢

Mustered out Of Federal service November 15, 1916##

Resumption of service in the National Guard 1918+

Called into Federal service March 26, 1917++++

- «000.

#0n May 11, 1907, Comyany L was assigned to the Second Infantry Regiment,
Second Brigade, formerly Second Infantry Regiment, Third Brigade.

##Company L, formerly Company G, Sixth Inffantry Reg., Third Brigade re-
designated Co. G, Tenth Battalion, Dec. 7, 1895. Two days later, Dec. 9,
Company G, Tenth Battalion redesignated Co. G, Sixth Infantry Heg., Third
Brigade.

Adjutant General Report 1895-1896,G.0. No. 17, 18, pages 87, 88.

##Company G, Sixth Infantry Regiment redesignated Company L, Second In-
fantry Regiment, Second Brigade, May 11, 1907.
Ed jutant GeneralReport 1907-1908, nage 4.
General and
e General and Special Orders and Bulletlns 191¢,/8pecial Order No.1l5, parll.

#HWHL new company organized in Watsonville and designated Company L, Second
Infantry, May 22, 1916.
Ceneral and Special Orders and Bulletins 1916, Special Order No. 6,par.17.

+Company L, as part of the Second Infantry mustered into Federal service
for duty on the Mexican Border, June 27, 1916. Adjutant Genersal Report
1914-1920, pag: 17.

#++Ad jutant General Report 13914-1920, page 17.

++:Ceneral and Special Orders and Bulletins 1916, G.O. No. 34, page 150.

®+:+Company L, as part of the Second Infantry Hegiment was called into Fed-
eral service during the Wokld War, March 26, 1917.
Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page R22.



http:6,par.11

Commanding Officars

Name __Hank Commission

E. B. Duncan, Ceptain Qct. £, 13506 Nov, 15, 1896w

Eﬁl‘ﬁ'm S. KGDC, ?ll‘ﬂt le‘dl-;‘ndnt NOV. 1.“':, “'.?JJE J:‘!no C" l-J"
(term expired) .

A. F. Nagle, First Licutensant Dec. 156, 190t Jan. £2, 1909

2. E. D\lncu-n, Ca.n;t.uin
(reelocted Apr. 13, 1i9d9)
‘(reslgn~d Apr. 24, 1911)
A. F. Nagle, First Lisutsanant

(reslacted Apr. 19, 18509) =
O A. F. Nagle, Caplaln May 16, 1911 June E&, 1511
(rosigned aAug. 11, 1slZ)
L. €. Beer, Captain Aug. 26, 18lé Qet. 7, 1918
Gordon B. Slater, First Lieut. May 18, 1211 June 23, 1911
(resigned Feb. &, 1915)
W. W. Martin, First Liasutenant Mar. 16, 191%& Apr. 26, 191:
Je L. Hippell, Captuin May 28, 13518 June 2, 19186
(resigned Aug. £, 1918)
¥. J. Allison, First Lisutenant May 22, 1918 Juna 5, 1816
¥. J. Alllison, Cuptain Oct. 2, l9i86 Oete 4, 1818
Aetivitiess
A Company L, Second Infantry, stetiqned at Bakersfield, Keram County,
W wus formerly Company G, Sixth Infuniry Regiment orgenized in

Bakersficld, Hay 5, 158%. On Mey 11, 1307, in order to comply
with an act of Congreas, and to ti e best Interasts of the service,
the 8ixth Infantry Hegiment was musterad out of service and ceased
to exist. Company G was transfarred to the Sscond Inlantry #and
deslsnated Company L.

Company L, 1ln order to bascome an =fficient mliltary organization
and to recelve Insiructlons in the constantly isproving sclence
of modarn warfare, attended many encampments from 18907 umiil the

company ®as callsd into ilhe Norld Wer. These Brigads, Regimantal

«0J0.

*Captain Duncan and Lisutcnant Kant retained thelr formsr commiss-

ions as of lovember 1B, 1806, and January 3, 1306, respectively,
whan they commanded Coumpany é,

Sixth Infantry.




Activities: (continued)
) and Joint Army and Militia Camps of Instruction are as followss

: Location lon
%907 Fort Miley %uly 5 - 20
1308 Atascadero Octs 4 =15
1909 Vallejo Oct. 11 - 22
1210 Atascadero Octs 1 - 15
1912 San Francisco and Auge. 11 - E1
vicinity
1915 Fort Winfield Scott Aug. 15 - 22

- In the compulsory target practice held each year as required by
. law, Company L remained on an aversge with the other units of
the National Guard, as shown by the following number of guali-
fied marismen.

Zeg# Maricsmen
150 29
1909 21
1210 : 17
1912 18
1815 19

The apparent decrease in the number of qualified shooters each
consecutive yesar was due to the later stringent rules governing
target practice and the introduction of new model firearms and
amnunition.

Company L was primarily a military organization but they culte

*  often engaged in the civic activities in Bakersfield. On Hay 30,
1907, the unit participated in the Hemorial Day exercises and
parade. The procession formed prouptly according to the arrange-
ments anncunced. Major ¥rank 8. idce, with his assistants, man-
gged the crowd in a very efficlent mammer. The Assistant shals,
most of whom were officers of the old Sixth Infantry Hegiment,
were mounted as were the police officers who headed the procession.
Following in order named, were the old Bixth Infantry Band, Com=
pany L, Cadet Company A, Huribut Post and Confederate veterans,
the Drum Corps, of the Ban Francisco aerie of Esgles, the State
aerie officers and delegates, the Bakersiield aerie and cltizens.
The exercises at the cemetery were very simple, consisting entire-
ly of the service laid down in the Grand Army ritual. The rit-
ualistic service was carried out by Chaplain Metcall, Post Com-
mander Lowell and C. A. Msul. A salute was then fired over the
g:;xgs*by a squad of Company L and the decoration of the graves

000,
¢ #Bakersfield Echo, May 51, 1807, page 1, column 5.




Activitiess (continued)

fgain on May 30, 1909, the honored soldier dead in the Union
cemetery, Bakersfield, were paid the annusl tribute of deep
. respect and honor by iheir surviving comrades, the martial
Guardsmen of the present generation, thelr surviving relatives
and the patriotic youth. The ceremonies were taken part in
by over thirty of the Orand Army Veterans, and as many mexbers
of Company L, in uniform, amd many young people, the latter
Joining with the veterans in garlanding the tombs of the dead
heroes with flowers in abundance, a majority of which came
from the Tevis ranch at Stockdale. The veterans, under com-
J mand of H., F. Condlet, responded eloquently with the highly
- fitting rites of the érand Army of the ERepublic. Concluding
- the ceremony, a salute to the dead was fired by Company L, under
command of Captain Eugene B. Duncan,.®

On July 30,’1911, the new rifle range of the Fresno militia com-
panies at Laton, was formally opened with a target contest in
which members of Oompanies C and X, of Fresno, and Company 1,
of Hanford, took part. While the attendance at the shoot was
somewhat smaller than was expected, interest in the affair did
not lag at any time during the day, and one or two keen contests
were staged. Aboul one hundred people witnessed and particl-
pated in the various events. Captain A, F. Nagle, of Company L,
was the only meuber of the Bgkersfield company present, but he
succeeded in getting his share of the honors, two rirst places.
The revolver contest at a range of twenty-five yards, brought
out a number of good shots, necessitating some fine shooting to
determine the awards. %ain Nagle and Sergeant Fowler, of

- Fresno, tied for first place with perfect scores of twenty-five
each, but the Captain won the shot that broke the tle.®*

_On Beptewber 5, 6, 7, 1914, Company L held their own Camp of
Instruction at Tuﬁach The company left Bakersfield on the
Southern Pacific No. 8, at 10345 P.K., September fourth, the
company occupying one car which was cut out at Tehachapl, thus
enabling the men to get a night's sleep. The {first day 1n camp

«000.

» #Bakersfield Echo, June 1, 1809, page 8, column 2.
’ + #%Fresno Republican, July &1, 1911, page 10, column 1,
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Activitiess (continued)

was devoted to squad and company drill, and instructions Iin ad-
vance guard. The afternoon was devoted toc a lecture on inter-
nal guard duty and practice exemplification thereof, taking
about three hours. Sunday forenoon was devoted to solution of
the following problemn.

Senersl Cltuation
. The San Joagquin Valley was in the
hands of the Red Enemy who had
destroyed the Western Pacific and
- Ogden route, of the Southern Pacific
| as far as the California-Nevada line
and therefore Llue reinforcements
can only be rushed from the east by
the Santa Fe, Southern Pacifiec El
Paso line and California-Nevada
Aqueduct Railroads to the southern
part of the State. The x-army corps
was located near Mojave, neadquarters
at Mojave, and was awaiting reinforce-
ments coming over the Agueduct rail-
. road and Santa Fe, before commencing
: ol offensive operations. The tirst divi-
sion forms the advance guard
vanguard thereot, being the §1rat Eri-
e ' gade Organized Militia of California,
b saild advance guard was coaposed of all
S - aras of the service. Company L was
' pert of the advance party and encamped
at the town of Tehachapl.

Information is received f{rom various
sources that hed Troops have been seen
on the White Wolf Grade moving toward
Bealeville and also on the Caliente-
Tehachapi. The comuander of the Advance
Guard decides to send the Eeventh Hegi-
ment via Cummings Valley road to recon-
noiter near Bealeville. Company L 1s
ordered to ascertain the strength and
composition of the Red Troops seen near
Cable and Walong on the Tehachapie
Caliente road. Problem involved— ¥
Method of complying with above order in
every detail.




Activities: (continued)

Eolution

Company L moved from camp along the road south
of the Southern Pacific right-of-way to semaphore
8598, where the commanding officer read the
whole problem to the company, explaining to them
the method in which the desired information was
to be gathered; also determining limit of opera-
tions on both north and south and deciding -upon
rallying point on the Southern Pacific Rallrozad,
where the men were to assemble upon tna sounding
of recall.

In order to facilitate communications between the
various squads on the skirmish line, all sergeants
and squad leaders were instructed to blow their
whistles five times, which was determined on as
being recall. A point was sent forward, also
flankers to both north and south, with instruec-
tions to deploy in such manner to visualize cou-
munication at all times. Deployment was made at
three places, scouts north of the railrcad track,
one near the road running under the Southern
Pacific, reported seeing hostile ecavalry near the
Station Cable. The third squad of scouts to the
south of railroad track, reported having been
unable to see any hostile forces at any time.

The commanding officer determined that the report
as to the troops between Walong and Cable did not
warrant any further investigation and recall wsas
sounded. The non-commissioned officers wmade
their report in proper form. After resting be-
fore returning .to camp, about 10:00 A.d., the men
were instructed in scouting and the use of cover,
using blank cartridges, firing upon outlined
hostile foreces. This instruction took about an
hour and forty-five minutes, return to caap was
then made., The afternoon could not be devoied

to any lecture as a good part of the men particil-
pated in the quelehing of heavy brush fire at
about five miles northwest of Tehachapi,




Activities: (continued)

o

The following day, Company L undartook the task of solvirg a
second military problem.

G ral 8

‘Solution

Information is received thsat a
machine gun detachment is harzss-~.

ing the company's outposts on the
Tehachepi-0ld Town rosd. This hostile
machine gun detachuent is located
somewhere near the Cegar Hanch.

Company L was ordered to find this
hostile detachment and silence them.
The coupany marched from their camp
along the road south of Tehachapi
to intersection 60, of road running

~ west, when they followed this road,

throwing out a thin skirmish line

as Advance Guard, instructing them

to observe along the hills to the
south until they could find the loca-
tion of the hostile detachment.

They were seen about 5,000 yaxrds from
the point of observation in & small
canyon almost due south of the Segar
Ranch. The whole company was deployed,
instructed to make use of cover until
an advance of about 500 yards had been
made. The estimation of distance at
this halt varied from 2,800 yards to
£,000. The commending officer decided
to determine the actual range by
bracketing volleys. First velley at
2,700 yards proved to be toc high, the
next volley at 2,100 yards too low,
volleys at 2,360 yards showed hits.
This was determined tc be the proper
range. Advance was made by rushes,
the men firing at will, and absolute
fire pontrol obtained during this
practice. The company advanced as
stated before, until a distance of

400 yards from the targets had been
reached, when the signal to cease {ir-
ing was given.




. Activities: (continued)

The target consisted of 4 boards,
53 feet above ground, 24 inches wide
and 24 inches apart. 480 shots were
fired and U4 hits found upon the tar-
- get, B9 of which were clear hits, &
ricochets. The best firing was done
at the effectlive ranges. After sbout
fifteen minutcs rest, the coumpany re-
turned to caup.

Cbmpany L was well behaved during the whole camp and the command
ing officer. had no occasion whatever to reprimand the enlisted
men. It was regretted that the eamp could not have been held

- for the rest of the week, a&s there was no doubt it was of con-

siderable benefit tc the command.

From 1910 therewag & steady decresse in the uembership of Come
pany L, which the commanding officers were unable to stop. On
larch 13, 1918, when Captain H. A. Hanigan, 22nd Infantry, :
United States zrmy inspector and instructor to the California
National Guard, made his inspection of tne company, he recom=

mended that Company L be mustered out of service. On March 22,

' 1916, twenty-two public officisls and eitizens, of Bakersfield,
"sent the following pstition to Adjutant-General C. W. Thomas, Jre

"Wie, the undersigned public officlals and citizens
of the City of Bakersfield, have been advised that
Company L 15 to be mustered out ol the service of
the State, unless assurance is given that an
afrective organization can be reconstructed. It
is realized that this company has had a& precarious
existence during the past few years and it is sine
cerely regretted that it has become necessary for
Captain Hanigan to make an adverse report or its
standing. Believing that an effective organiza-
tion can be evolved, provided it has the united
moral and active support of the comaunity at
large, we pledge ouselves to that purpose. It

is our intention to effect a systematic member-
ship campaign and inject new life into the com=
pany. By our continued patronage; we shall en-
deavor to do our part toward keeping Company L,

in a state of proficiency at all times."

The citizens of Bakersfleld were unsable, however, to recruit
sufficient members to bring the company up to the prescribed
minimum and on May 22, 1816, Company L was mustered out of the




Activities: (continued)

service of the State. On Muy 22, 1916, a company of militia,
orgenized at Watsonville, was accepted into the service of the

State and designated Company L, Second.

On June 27, 19216, Company L, as part of the Second Infauntry

was mustered into Federal Service at Sacrazento, for duty on
the Mexican Border. Company L together with the other units

of the regiment, entrained for Nogales, Arizona, June thirtieth,
arriving there July third. The Second Infantry did not engage
in active service doing only guard and patrol duty until October
twenty-third, when they entralned for Los Angeles. Upon arri-
val in Los Angeles, the Second Infantry encamped at Exposition
Park until Noveamber 15, 1918, when they were mustered out of
Federal service.

Four months later on March 26, 1917, Company L was ag in called
into Federal  service for duty during the World ¥ar, and attach-
ed to the 150th Infantry.®* Company L, Second Infantry Regiment

suffered 2 fate similiar to Company and was broken up and its
members apportioned to Companies E, F, G end H, 160th Infantry

Reglment., 2

5000.

#Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page 22.
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