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C0:.1P.t.NY A (Continued) 

Activities: 

Company A was formerly the Oakland Home Guard unattached, 
organized September . 1, 1861. However·, on December 12, 1879, ·the 
Oakland Holue Guard and the &an Jose Zouaves, both unattached units, 
foroed a battalion known as the Second Infa11try Battalion. 

· Eighteen days later, Dece!Ilber 30, 1379, the Second Infantry Bat
talion was redesignated as the Fifth Infantry Battalion, Second 
Brigade, and the Oakland HoMe Guard was designated Company A, .t'ifth 
Infantry Battalion . * 

As the Oakland Ho!D.e Guard, the ru1i t was very efficient in company 
and squad dril l s, perhaps due to good attendance of the members. 

"" After the corps reorganized in 1&79, the report of bamuel Wa Baci-cus 
Adjutant General, shot,ed that Comoany A, Fifth Infantr y Battalion 
had a percentage of 73 . 55 per cent at drills for the IJ.onth of March 
1880. This was considered a low average in attendance for a unit 
ith the enthusiasm that the Oakland Home Guard had.*-l~ 

Nine months later December 21, 1880, a competitive drill was held 
in San Francisco and all companies that wished to do so could enter. 
The winning unit as a result of such d.rill, V'a s to be detailed to 
a~1hington , D. C., to represent the State of California ut the in

augural ceremonies of the President or the L:::1i ted States on March 
4, 1881. Majol' General Wll1ia.n II. L. Barnes ru:d Brigadier-General 
John McComb of the Second Brigade, were selected as judges.*** The 
proceedings of the co~petitive drill were announced by the judges 
on January 31, 1881 . Company A, Fifth Infantr,>' Battalion, under 
co~and of Captain Henry Levy ua~ awarded first honors. The unit 
as, therefore, given perm.ission to leave the State for the purpos 

of participating in the presidential inaugural cermonies to be 
held March 4, 1881. 'l'he members of Company A 1:1ade the trip to 
Washing ton, D. C., undt::t· comt.'and of Captain Levy.**** 

Two ~Tears later in September, the report of Sheldon I. Kellog, Jr., 
Acting Ins nector of Hifle Practice, states t hat Company A had a 
record in tc:rget practice of 1, 227 points out of a possible 3 , c~oo 
or 40 . 90 per cent, which was only a fair percentage • 

• ooo. 

• *Adjutant General Report H~I:!O, General Orders Ho. 38, 40, page 72 .. 

·**Adjutant General Report 1880, General Order No. 15, page 64. 

1 • ***Adjutant General neport 1881-1882 , General Order No. 29, pages 72,73. 

· ****Adjut&nt General Hep:)rt 1881-1802, General Order No. 2, pages 75, 76 .. 
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COMPANY A (Cont~nued) 

Activities: (continued) 

Asiqe from drills, target practice and ins) ections the Company 
took part in the customary annual p~rades and its s pecial parades 
held each year on Washington ' s Birthday, t!emorial Day, July Fourth, 

. and ~dmission Day. 

On August 1, 1585, a regimental ordel" was issued whereby the Fifth 
Infantry Battalion was redesignated as the Fifth Infantry Hegiment, 
Second Brigade. Company A, Fifth Infantry Battalion was desif:nated 
Co:n')any A of the Fifth . Infantry R~giment August l, 1885.* 

.ooo. 

•*Hegim.ental Order No. 7, Headquarter Papers, Fifth I nfantry Heg i ment. 


