
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History of the Company E (Cadets), 5th 
Infantry Regiment, National Guard of 

California 
1885-1917 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the 
California National Guard and the California State Library. 

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 6 January 2015 

 



COIIPANY E 

Company E, Fifth Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade (formerly Cadets) 
Reference: Adjutant General's Files 
I..ocatiotu Santa Rosa, Sono>'lA County 

Or~anized June 28, 1887* 
Reconstituted December 9, 1895** 
Mustered into Federal Service July 6, 1898*** 
tuetered out of Federal Service February 6, .1899UU 

Reorganized as Company E, Fifth Infant:cy Ret:;iment lay 41 l89Q•u•• 
luatered into Federal Serrlce June 28, 19161-

lustered out of Federal Service October 7, 1916.+ 
Resumption of Service in the National Guard of California 1916H+ 
Mustered into Federal Service April 7, 1917• ... 
Redesignated Company E, l59th ·Infantry Ree;.illlent September -;.4, 1917......,. 

.oOo. 

*Company E, (Cadets) organized at Santa Rosa 1885, designated Coapany E, Fifth 
Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade, June 28, 11387. 
Special Order No . 5). Adjutant General Report 1887-1888, page 262. 

**Company E, Fifth Infantry Regiment designated C-ompany E, Eighth Battalion, December 
7, 1895. Two days later on December 9, Company E, Eighth Battalion designated 
Oompauy E, Fifth Infantry Re~iment, Second Brigade. 
Adjutant General Report 1895-1896, pa.:.es 87, and 88. "General Orders No. 17, and 18. 

***CompSZlJ' E redesignated Company E, Eighth Infantry Regiment, and mustered into Federal 
SerTice during t he Spanish-American War, July 6, 1898. 
Adjutant General Report 1896-1898, page 8. 

****Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, pase 6. 
IIUU·Coapany E, Eighth Infantry Re6iment, re-entered the Na,tiona.l Guard of California a& 

Compaey E, Fifth Infantq Regiment, May 4, 1899. 
Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, page 59 • 

.Company E, as part of the Fifth Infantry Retiment, was mustered into Federal Servic 
for duty on the Mexican Border, June 28, 1916. 
Adjutant General Report 191.4-1920, page 18. 

++AdJutant General Report 1914-1920, pa&e 18. 
•~eneral and Special Orders 1916. General Order No~ 34, page 150 • 

......COapa.ey E, as part of the Fifth Infantry Re~iment was mustered into Federal Servic 
for duty during the World War, Apri17, 1917. Histories, military, organizations . 

.. etc: File No;· 314· 7 • . Adjutant' General:' s Offi-ce. . . . 
•••••Company E, and Co~ L, Fifth Infantr.y Regiment consolidated and redesignated 

Company E, l59th Infantry Re~1ment, September 24, 1917. 
Histories, military, organizations etc. File No. 314.1. Adjutant General's Office. 



Co..nra.annl.ng Officers 
Name Rank \...omrniss!on 
.tt'rank H. Swett ,- Capta.in Jan • 1, 1886 :Feb. 6, 1886 
ouis W. Ju1111ard, First Lieut. Nov. 16, 1885 Nov. 23, 1885 

L. W. Juilliard, Captain May 50, 1887 June 22, 1887 
H. w. Hudson, First Lieut . May 30, 1887 J une 22, 1887 

L. w. Juilliard, Captain 
(reelected June 3 , 1889) 

H. W. Hudson, First Lieut. 
(reel ected June 3, 1889) 

L. w. Jui1liard, Captain 
(reelected Oct. 191 1891) 

John Dunbar, First Lieut . Oct. 19, 1891 Nov. 2, 1891 

J ohn Dunbar, Captain Nov. 13, 1893 Dec. 23, 1893 
Charles H. Holmes,Jr. First L1eut .. Nov.l3, 1893 Dec~ 23, 1893 

Cha.s, E. Haven,- Captain Jan. 27, 1896 Apr. 4, 1896 
Churles H. Holmes ,Jr.First Lieut. 

(reelected J an. 27, 1896) 

Chas. E. Haven, Captain · 
(reelected Apr. 4 1 1898) 

a~arles H. Holmes,Jr.First Lieut. 
(reelected Apr. 4, 1898) 

Chas . E. Haven , Captain 
(roelected May 21, 1900) 

Charles H. Holmes,Jr , First Lieut. 
(reelected Uay 21, 1900) 

Chas. H. Holmes , Jr. Captain July 15, . 1901 Sept. 14, 1901 
(resigned Mar. 13, 1903) 

J erry w. Claypool, First Lieut. July 15, 1901 Oct . 8 , 1S01 

Orrie Leonard Houts , Captain Apr. 20 , 1903 J une 19, 1903 
Fr0cerick A. Haven, First Lieut. July 18, 1904 Aug . 9 , 1904 

(deceased Sept , 12, 1904) 
Eugene G. Bronson, First Lieut • Nov. 21, 1904 Apr . 24, 1905 
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-::t1vit : (continued) 
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l 
1901. 

cor1·espondents 1n tile n1nctl.OS \"Jere of the opinion 
s l i ke £01~ to n nicnic. One rcoo1•t 
t -

111'e in ca~p r.1ll be a picnic . 
ul 
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Activities: (continued) 

foe hidden in the ne:ighboring "¥:oods, !'iring volleys 
until the surrounding hills echo back t be confu~ion. 
It will be a ::::eali3tic s,)cctacle 1n ::J:?ite of the 
fac:t that the cartridgel:l will be all blanlcs , and 
it will ~:e:-vc to greatly inte:ce.s t E le;r·gc crov.d of 
person~ who vdll come froe1 all directions to see tlle 
soldier bo:rs . ''* 

The following year, Com~ any E, with the Fifth Inf::u"ltr;:r, enc:l!L·" ... cJ 
at Ukiah; then 2.t Heald.._burg :5..r:. 1~0.::.,;· AtascC:i.dero in lD04 and 
1908; and at At~=~~dero a~ain in l9lJ. 

In 1912, Co:n.pun.y E, ..,..,ith tha l;ational Guarc pDrticipated in joint 
militia and. urcy =nancuvers that took place in the country, be
t·ween the towns of Coyote and S3.linc...s. Thls was not hov;evel', 
the fir st joint ::nan~loVeJ.'::: c:.nd ca111p held "by the fjtate and l<'E;deral 
troops. The first t;)v!C l)lace at Atascad~:co ln 1C'04, m1c.er the 
co•nm.and of Major General Arthur !.iacArthur, United Str~tcs .Arr.1y, 
co·'Unand1ne the ?t:.cific Division .. 

'fhe nanuevers v:crc the result of the enact!!lent of V" 
'Uliti:.: Act 

The r:ar~s.~l.:J:.ship of L~illpMy .t!J 
averr.ge, ·but as yearH passed , 

.000. 

at 

' *Sonon;i Dew.ocl' \.lt, Santa Rose, June 30, 1894, page :., column 3. 

·.**Adjutant General Report 1907-1908, pq; ~:S 4, 5. 
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COMPANY E (Cont~ued) 

Activities: Continued) 

I 

t c:..rget practice. The Fifth Infantry Regiment claimed to be the 
best regiment in the State at target practice in 1895. 

Company E participated in the usual holiday parades as Ol'dered 
by the Commander-in- Chief, a;Lso several on special occasions, 
such as the Twentieth National Encamp~ent of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, held in San Francisco on August 3, 1886. The 
Fifth Infantry Regiment made a splendid appearance as they pa~ 
raded before the throngs gathered along the line of march.* 
Ariother occasion was that of the opening of the Midwinter -Fair 
in San Fr~1cisco on January 27, 1894.** A third was ·when the 
Atlantic Fleet, commanded by ttF:tghting Bob Evans, n visited San 
Francisco on May !;:l, 1908. Conpa.ny E t1·aveled fro :: Banta lbza 
to San F'rancisco to participate in all these PG..cades. 

On March 23, 1906, the armory of Company E r.as destroyed by !"ire 
The unit carried no insurance and not only the property of Com
pany E, but considerable property belonging to the Government 
was lost also. However,_ in less. than a month, April 18, 1906, 
the business district of c~~ta Rosa was destroyed by earthquake 
and fire. Almost six years elapsed before a new armory replaced 
the old one. The new armory was the occasion for a public recep~ 
tion and dance . The splendid arrangement of the compro1yts ne 
quarters was .a . revelation to the citizens of Santa Rosa snd visit-

' ing officers of the National Guard of California. Colonel D. A. 
Smith, Fifth Infantry flegiment; Major Louis, of the Fifth; former 
Colonel L. w. Lilliard, of the Fifth Regiment, r.bo was the first 
co'UIIlissioned officer of Company E; and former Captains 0. L. Houts, 
Vlrgil Butts and Eugene Bronson were auong t he gues t s . Colonel 
Smith uas highly pleased ?Ji th the armory &nd spent a good part 
of the afternoon consulting with Captain Claud H, Sariborn, First 
·Lieutenant Edward w. l3eatty and Second Lieutenant Ernest Vi, 
Cornett.*** 

.ooo .. 

· *San Francisco Chronicle, August 4, 1086, page . 1, col 5 1-9 . 

·· **San Francisco Chronicle, J anuary 28 , 1894, page 1, columns 1-.7. 

, -lHH!-The Press Democrat, Santa Rosa, February 16 , 1912 , page 5, 
co1wnn 1 . 
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COMPAN! E {Cont~nued) 

ActiYitiea' (Continued) 

1'he remain1ng paragraphs of this narrative relate to the rea.l purpose for 
which the National Guard ie lll.8.inta1ned to help preserve law and order 1n 
the St .::.te; and for National defense in time of war. 

The first call to active duty was during the Railroad Strike in 1894• 
Newspaper ellppinge of that date, indicate that Santa Rosa was Yery proud 
of her soldi.er boys, and although many sympathized with the strikers, 
they gathered at the depot at ,3;)0 p.m., on Jul.y fourth, and gaye the boys 
a rousing sendof.f. The Company went to Oakland where they were stationed 
till J'ul.y 22, 1894, when they were relieved of further strike duty. The 
return )Lome of Company E was the occasion of another demonstration of 
spirit of pride that Santa Rosa held for the -"uarQ.s:nen. Captain Dunbar 
stated thl:tt only on"8 member of his company did not go to Oakland, and that 
not cme instance of disobedience took place among hie men.• 

The next call to duty proved more serious and far reaching than the rail
road strilce. On April 21, 1898, war was declared between the United states 
and Spain. President William McKinley issued a call for 75,000 troops,. of 
which california wam asked to recruit 1,.91.3 officers and men. Company E, 
as part of the Fifth Infantry Retiment , was one of the volunteer companies 
selected for t he service, became a part. of tne Eigi,th California Volunteer 
Regiment, being designated Com~ E, Eighth Inf &ntry Regiment . The Regi
ment remained at Camp Barrett until September 10, 189~ when Companies B, 
c, and E were ordered to Fort Point, San Francisco to relieYe the First Wash
ington Volunteer Infantry Regiment of garrison duty . Company E remained at 
Fort Point until November l, 1898, from which place t hey went to the Presidio 
of San Francisco, where they remained until February 2, 1899, when they were 
.uetered out of the Federal Service. The only casualty during the service in 

the Volunteers was the death of Private Gus. L. Ward, who died of pneumonia 
contracted in line duty.** 

From the very first the history of the Ei.f)lth Volunteer Regiment was of 
disappointaents. First they were to go to Manila. Next they were to go to 
Honolulu. lhen it became known that the SeventP, California would not. eo to 
the Philippines on account of so many men beiDg sick, the Eighth was told 
they were to go iast.ead. When it was learned that they were not to go, and 
would n.ot see serv1ee overseas, they asked to be mustered out .. 

• oOo. 

*Sonoll& Democrat, .July 28, 18941 page 1, column ). 

**luster Roll of Coapany E, Fifth Infantry Regiment , June 15, 1899, California 
Volunteers, on file AdJutant General's Office. 
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AcC.1r.1C1es, ( ...:ont..t.nue·l ) 

Instead, the Eig!lth Vol.u."lteer Regiment was sp~l.t up 1.n.t.o bu .. t.t.n-1. 
nd ordered into camp and. gerr lson duty.* 

The earthquake that shook the San F'rnnc1sco Bay re .:ti<>n on .hprU 18, 
19061 was another occasion that called for the services or Compnny ~· 
Santa B':>sa, according to size, suff ered a greaterlos ::: of life than 
Sa11 Fruactseo 3 d Also ent.h:r~d unusuo.l ha.rdships .1s the result of th 
entire destructl<.ln of the business district o:f santa Rosa. .Few,. 11" 

ny, suburban stores were lett to furnish the survivine reslde:1t 
with the act~al necessities of life.~ Compnny E went on duty on 
A'lril eighteenth and Company c, of Peto.luma was also ordered to &ant 
Bosa to ass1$t the loeal\ atit~~rittes! afad··p.reserve order. The compa
nies were under commend of Lieutenant Colonel L • ... . J'u1ll1ard, 

e:aained on .!uty until Uay ·t~~~~eenth, wh.e~ Co. C wt:ts ordered home to 
Petaluma and d1s:n1s~~d. Comp~ny _E reiJl~ U1ep until July tr1enty-t!1ird1 
when it v.•as 11ke~1se dism1::,~ed. AQ.Jutant uenera.l J. B. Lh.uck. in 
issuing Field Order No. 15, said: 

r- r. 

"To this organization, the ·co~nder-in-Chief 1s pecsed 
to exuress "lis thA ks· for the effie1ent 'trnd conscie.t.tiou 
perfor!!lanoe -ot the _l c;portant .-~:11 difficult duttes imposed 
up~n tt in Santa fiosn as a re~ult of the earthQuake of 
pril 18, 1906. 

Company E' s ne /.t serv.tce was during the l:e.r1can i3order trou!:>le in 
1916. Company E as part of the Fifth Infantry Hegiment, was must
ered into the Federal &ervice on June !8, 1916. Thetr chief duty 

s patrol duty at the border.. On October 7, 19161. the Fifth 
Regiment was mustered out of the Federal serviee.*** 

Their respite from Federal Service was or short durntion h~wever, for ~ 
on Karch 26 , 1917, Co. E1 as part of the Fifth Infantry ieg, was 
ordtH·ed into the Federal Service again for duty during tne ~orld wn 
On September 24 , 1917. Company t , Fifth Infuntry f.egime.:lt and 
Company L, Fifth Infa:.try :.\egi ... e ~t was consolidated . and designated 
Company E, l 59th Inf'antry Regi~:ten ... , 40t h Division. For additional 
information, refer to Company E, 159th Infantry Regiment, 40th 
Division. 

.ooo. 
nd Tribune; J11nuary s. 1899, page e, column 5. 

'Adjutant General Report l90v, ge.s 54, 55. 

***Adjutant General Report 1914-1920, page 18. 
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