
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History of the Company H, 5th Infantry 
Regiment, National Guard of California 

1895-1917 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the 
California National Guard and the California State Library. 

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 6 January 2015 

 



COMPANY l! 

Company H, Fifth Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade (for~~erly Batte·ry B, Second Artillery) 
P.eference: Adjutant General's Files 
Location: l1apa, Napa County · 

Orgunized .\tay 27, 1893 
Reconstituted December 9, 1895* 
Redesignated Uo.y 11, 1907** 
Reconstituted and stationed San Francisco May 11, 1901*** 
Redesl~n.ated April 21, 1909**** 
·ustered 1n aild stationed Hayward .ipril 29, 1909U lill It 

Mustered into Federal Service June 28, 1916. 
»ustered out of Federal ~ervice October 7, 1916•• 
Resu"l!lptiCin of Service in the National Guard 1916+•• 
iustered intD Federal Service April 7, 1917H+• 

Redesignated Company H, 159th Infantry 1 eg1ment, September 24,, 1917.....,. 

.ooo. 

*Colllpany H, formerly Battery B, .second Artil1ecy P.eE,;iment redesignated Company H, 
Eighth Battalion, December 7, 1895. Two d~s later, December 9, Company H, Eighth 
Battalion was designated Company H, Fifth Infantry Regiment, Second· Brigade • 
.Adjutant General Report 1895-1896, General Orders No. 17, and 18, pages 871 and 88. 
Company H, Firth Infantry Regiment, Becond Bri&a,de lY&S desi6 nated Company H, Second 
Infantry Regiment, Second Brit,ade, May ll, 1907. General and S~cial Order3 a!ld 
Ci;:culars, 1907., General Order No. 101 . paragraph 3 .' 

"*Company B, First Battalion Coast Artillery was desif,nated Colllpany H, Fifth Infantry 
· Regiment , May 11, 1907. Adjutallt General Report ·1907--1900, page 4• 

****Company H, Fifth Infantry Regiment was redesi~'IU!l.ted First Company Coast .U·t.Ulery 
Corps, April 21, 1909. 

. General and SP§cia.l Orders and Circulars 1909, General Order No . 9, paragraph 2 • 
. *****A new company or.,anized in Hayward snd designated Collpany H, Fifth Infantry Ree.iment; 

April 29, 1909. Ggp.eral and Speci&l Orders and Circulars 1909, General Order No'• 14, 
· paragraph 8. 
• Coapany H, as part of the Fifth Infantry Regiment, was mustered into Federal Service 

f-or duty on the Jlexica.n Border, June 28, 1916. 
idJutant General Retort 1914-19.20, pa6e 18 • 

.. Adjut·ant General Report -1914-1920, .pate 18. 
+++General and Special Orders and Circulars 1916, General Order No. 34, page 150 • 

......COmpany H, as part of .the Fifth Infan+.ry Re5iment , was mustered into Federal Service 
for duty du~ing the World War, April7, 1917. Histories, military, organizations 
etc. File No. 314.7. Adjutant General's Office • 

........ company H, Fifth Infantry Regiaent red.esi5nated ·.Cc:v"~"'"'..., "4. · , l::oth Infantry Regiment, 
Septell1ber 24, 1917 .. Adju~ant General Report 1920--1926, page 25. w 



CQMPAMX Q (Co~tL~~d~ 

Commanding Officers 
Name 
Frank G~ Easterby, Captain 
Herman H. Uul1er, First Lieut. 

F. w. Bush, Captain 
ijarry L. Gunn, First Lieut. 

F. w. Bush, Captain 
(Re-elected July 1, 1898) 

Harry L. Gunn, First Lieut. 
(Re-elected July 1, 1898) 

F. w. Bush, Captain 
(Re-elected July 2, 1900) 

Harry L. Gunn, First Lieut. 
(Re-elected July 2~ 1900) 

~ 
.ar. 
.ar. 

15, 1894* 
15, 1894* 

July 1, 1896 
July l, 1896 

.... 

F. w. Bush, Captain 
(Re-elect.ed Sept. 2?, 1902) 
(Retired Jan. 10, 1905) 

Harry L. Gunn, First Lieut. 
(Re-elected Sept. 22, 1902) 
(Term expired) 

George C. Gardner, First Lieut. Oct. o, 1904 

25, 1905 
25, 1905 

George C. Gardner, Captain Mar. 
· Chester c. Treadway, First LieutMar. 

Walter Scott Gratton, Captain 
(ne-elected June 12, 1905) 
(Promoted to Major Aug. 15, 

John Chas. Nagel, First Lieut. 

June 

1907) 
ar. 

a, 1903** 

25, 1907 Ht 

John Ohas. Nagel, Captain 
James A. Davis, First Lieut. 

(Resigned Jan. 22, 1908) 

Oct. 21, 1907 
Oct~ · 21, 1907 

William H. Mallett, First Lieut.Feb. 10·, l908 

James J. Borree, Captain Apr. 29, 1909 
John Henry Holcombe, First LieutApr. '29, 1909 

(Resig.ned Aug. 11, 1910) 
Henry A. Bradford, First Lieut. Sept. 1, 1910 

.ooo. 

Commission 
Jan. 22, 1896 
Jan. 22, 1896 

Sept.. 7, 1896 
Sept. 7, 1896 

J an. 25, 1905 

Apr. 26, 1905 
Apr. 26, 1905 

Aug. 7, 1905** 

Apr. 18, 1907H 

Nov. 23, 1907 
Nov. 23, 1907 

Apr. 28, 1908 

June 
June 

1, 1909 
1, 1909 

Sept. 21, 1910 

*Captain Fr ank G. Ea.sterby and Lieutenant Herman H. Muller retained 
their rank dates of March 15, 1894, when t hey commanded Battery B, 
Second Artillery Regiment, Second Brigade. 

**Captain Walter Scott Gratton and Lieutenant John Cha s. Nagel reta ined 
their rank dates of June 8, 1903 and March 25, 1907; commission 
dates of A·~. 7, 1905 and April 18~ 1907 respectf ully when t hey 
commanded Co. B, First Battalion Coast Artillery, Second Brigade. 
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COypAnY H (Cont~nued) 

Commanding Officers (continued) 
Name 
'Jiliies J. Borree, Captain 

(Re-elected Nov . 15, 1913) 
(Promoted to Ma jor no date) 

Harry A. Bradford, First Lieut. 
(Re- elected Nov . 15, 1918) 

Harry A. Bradford, Captain 
(Resigned April 7, 1917) 

A. H. Morris , First Lieut. 

A. H. Morris, Captain 
Lester E. Banker, First Lieut . 

Activities: 

~ 

Dec . 9, 1915 

. Dec. 9, 1915 

Apr. 9,. 1917 
Apr. 9, 1917 

Commission 

.Jan. 8, 1916 

Jan .. a; 1916 

Apr .. 9, 1917 
Apr. 9 , 1917 

Company H, Fifth Infantry Regiment was formed when the reorgani
zation of the National Guard December 9, 1895, was consummated, 
and former Battery B, Second J..rtillery Regiment was redesignated 
Com:pany H, Fifth· Infantry Regiment. Company B of the Second 
Artillery was organized at Napa on May 27, 1893. The history of 
Company H consists of three different units, located in different 
localities. The fi.rst was stationed at Napa, the second at San 
Francisco and the third at Hayward. 

Company H at Napa was practically a new company having been in 
existence about two years when as~igned to the Fifth Infantry 
Regi~ent in 1895. The first enc~~pment of Company H was a regi-

tal one held at Santa Cruz and known as ncamp Shafter." A fe 
comments by Major Charles Jansen. Inspector Second Brigade, are 
as follows: that although.the drilling space was small , the 
inor tactics, battaljon drills, etc., were splendidly ~arried 

out under the supervision of Captain Carrington, United States 
rmy; that discipline was excellent and guard mount , reviews and 

dress parades were well executed. The Major also highly· commended 
the commissary Sergeant for the efficient conduct of the commis
sary department . Another notation was the absence of tent decor
ations in camp and very few social activities , as earli er encamp
ments had been criticized because of unnecessary decorations arid 
excessive social function$ , which were branded as detrimental to 
successful military camp life. Also the general behavior of the 

en in and out of camp was excellent , with no drunkennes whatever.* 

.ooo. 
*Adjutant General Report 1896- 1898, page 25. 
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COllliPAI~Y H ~Con.t~n.ued) 

Activi t ies : ( continued) 

The next encampmen t Company H participated in v;i th th,, 
Infantry hegirhent· 'fias a Di visional Lncamp:nent held 
in Juno 1901 . In 190£, June ninct 3-Gnth to tv:enty- ninth at Ukiah, 

seconcl. Feg i !:l<Sntal rncampmcnt of the Fifth Irfcntry -i..;or'k place . 
The Regimental Encampments of the Fifth v:ere devoted almost en
tirely· to·regimcntal and bat talion move~ents . Thin \.'aS necen~ary 
because the nine units in the regiment \',ere locat od in eight 
different cities ~nd oppor t uni t y for ·reGimental drills were very 
fcvr. The camp held ;s_ t He _ldsbur g in 1903, was the last rcgi::1cntal 
O"le attended by Compwy n , \oihi l e sta"ticned at Napa . J.he yeu..l· 
1904, witne~;f:~Jd the first joint United Ltatez I..rrzy nnd Lation~l 
Gm~rc nwnu.everf . The camp v;as held at Atascadero, L.Ufu:.::t twc:lfth 
to twe11ty- sixth &.nd the jnt.ensive drill o.nd rec;.uirc ·:.eDts of en 
life with t.lw Hegulars provcc to be- very nevere on th<. r.:cmbc:·" 
of .the N~tional Gu<::>.rd.. Ho.st of tte r;:on were .f'roo effie(...:> nnd 
clerical work, ~·nc. not used_ to outC:oor li.:::~e >7i thout a little pi· 
limina·ry v;o:ck in prepc.rc:-.tion Tor ::.:u.ct. cr-duou::; cxcrci::;c . Colonel 
J . F. Ha~res, I'ifth Infrilltry Regi':llent expr·essed such vievm in his 
report to the ldjutant G<;:llbl,c 1, J. B. Lauck, on Jm:u::J:y 15, H JOb . * 
Conpa~Jr II v:hile Gtationed :t.t r~apc 
t arget :!.' ~ng e. Iil l8:1G, trn·ee yoa.i·s c.fte:r· their org anizo. tion, 
the unit l"wd no 
tbir< 

~\t t.iw inspectimt <1f Con_; any Il .in 18DG, conducted bJ-r Hajo1· Ch~s . 
Jm~ :3G!l, Il:i!Jp13c·;~ol· Ge(;orHi Brig (ide , th0 foJ.lor..l.a[: nota. tion:> c::.:::e 
taken : re<:ol"'ds e; .. ce11G:tt, fi:am1c03 nono, co:rp::my for:aec1 on time , 
form2.tion good, men steacly ~ n ranks, nanual by numbe!·~; pocr, 
manual without nUl.lllJGrs good, co..npany drill . good, platoon no"~te·nent 
f air . !\. f~ooc1 co tpany and wPll :l<HHlgcd by the Captain. Co:n.f..:l!ly H 
W:.!.S (.'!'W cf the V!Cakf)St un l t;~ in the . F.i.l'th i..."'i enroll.:J.ent., h:Jv.i.ng 
mly fift;,r :-four men in lBDG . *?Hr On June :30, 190~ , CO::li'an~r H had 
':ncre:1sed the enrc•ll:1t:-11t to s ix~~.:-~>evc:l mm ~~..,d -.~ s. th0 l::.r·~e;::t 

in t !to rcgi.!.nent.~...!J>Ht-

. oco,. 

' ~·Ad jutnat General Report 1905, pEOR:e 63 . 

· **Adjutant General Report 1896- 1898, pag e 87. 

' ***Adjutant General Report 1895-1896, )ages 1 57 , 163. 

· ****~djutant General Report 1901-1902, p8ge 44. 
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Activiti9s: (continued) 

CO.;.:t.P.&--:Y H (Cont'l.nued) 

Co:o.p~.ny H ·wt..S t..:alled from Napa to San 
i n \':hicll tho Fifth Infat""1try Regiment took 
the most interesting WAS when the l;'ir.st 

Hcg.lment returned to S~1 Fr ancisco , August 
tl1G:.L1 n ~rec.J.~s SGrv lee in the Philippine 
wl.sh- illne:..·ic<m lii a-c· ancl :?~ i l ip.:.)ine 

tioll. -~ fill'.) the:!.' was Oi.l Au.:.:;u..:.t u~ .. 1900.. 'rlH:n Co,~ .. _.JH.i1y H 
esc~n·t at the faneral of Colonel "/ictor ;:; . Du: oce, corrt"na;·Hl-el' 
the Flr:.lt InfEl.ntry gceiment , Cali.J..~ornia Volt.mteE:r's in the 

In Ge~~e:..·al Or~er Ho . 8, August lG, lS')O, 
2. JoL~ru1s, clJses a brief hist~ry of ~ 
ti.te.se v1ords : 

!t£1is dt:ath , eotn:Lng (...,j a di1·ec't result of the arduous 
a:ign in the t .eu_Jics , is peculi arly sc-~d, ;;md 

(' t g:-.1. ·,r;:;:n fiJl' }'.iS Cl.>Untry as t:cu.ly as ii' 11e hacl 
d.eatll faci:.1g the enerny T s bullets . tt~H<-

T~ J 

::it 

srmy o 
flowsrs and flags 

ith 

.. oOu. 

tn~ 
Th.e 

*M.ust<::r-roll J-900 , Com:;>any H, Flftll Infu...~try Hegi;nent, Second 
Brigade . 

' **Adjutant .General Report 1901-1902, p<ige 50 . 

***Muster-roll 1900, Company H, Fifth tnfantry Regirnent , Second 
Brigade . 
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COMPANY H (~ont~nued) 

Activities: (continued) 

On April 19 , 1906, Company H was ordered to San Francisco for 
duty in preserving order and assisting the civil autnorities iri 
that city during the earthquake and fire. 'The company remained 
in San Francisco until llay twenty-first, when the unit was re
turned home and dismissed . * 

On ~ay 1 , 1907, the location of Company H \VUS changed fro--:1 Napa 
to San Francisco. This was decided upon when Co~pany H at Napa 
;as transferred to the Second Infa..."ltr-y Ree, i i.:1Cnt and 1·9designated 

Company H of that org@1ization. ~1 the sn~c day, Co~,any B,. 
!'irst· Battalion of Coast Artillery, '\'tu::.: t.s.:~nsferre<l tv the Pifth 
Infantry Regiment and redesignated CoJpany H, Fifth Infantry 
Hegiment. The ne\", Uoupany H w<.;.s not a new compru:y, having served 
the State and Nation for necrly twenty- eight years . Tile new unit 
as destined to be in the Fifth In1·antry about two years. 

Aside from the usual drills and holiday parades, Company H took 
part in a funeral parade held for Brigadier~General Hyman P. Bush 
on January 1 , 1908. - The unit also par-aded twice during the visit 
of the Atlantic Fleet in 1908; the first in boil Francisco on May 
seventh, and in Oakland on May ninth. On february nineteenth, a_ 
battalion eY.hibition was givan in the Coliseu::n. Company II pre
sented Guard Monnt, and sixteen. of i ·c:; members presented· a silent 
manual drill. ·In the athletic events at. the celebration, CorJpany 
~H won all the events . On July third, .Fourth, and f ifth, Co~

pany H wc:::r in Napa. The unit took pnrt in the parade \~ith 
Compa.."ly H, Second Inf~ntrv Regiment. M'ter camping and drilling 
~rome, o:!l the third, 14'ourth, and fiftil, Company H returlfe~j to San 
Francisco on the evening of the fifth. · 

In 1908, the War Department at \kshington, D. c., and the Adjutant 
eneral of the National Guard of California arr~"lged for the 

forn::.ation of sixteen Con.st t.rtillery Corps, fourteen to be in San 
.~rancisco and two at San Diego. Conpany H hllving been a unit 
in the .r'irst Battalion of Coast hrtillery as on@ of the new corps. 
In accor-dance with G encrn.l Order ~To . 9 on April t21, 2.309. Co;npany 
H ··was transferred to the Coast Artillery Corps us l''irst Co::npany. 
A new company was organized in Hayv:ard and mustered' into the 
National Guard and attached to the l''ifth Infantry Regiment as 

. ooo . 

, *Adjutant General Heport 1906, pae;es 10, 11. 
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COl.tPAI1Y H (Cont1.nued) 

tivities: (continued) 

Cor.!pany H 
to destroy 
July 1913• The company 
thirteenth, inclusive.'*:**· 

.voo. 

the brush 
.OS 

four 

• *Arlini:Ant General Report 1914-1920• •w.ge 7. 

Tribune. October f l , 1911 .. page 4, column 4· 
; 

.djutent General Report 1Sl0-19l•.z1 • 
nJutant General Report 1910-1914, 44. 
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COMPANY H (Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

Their next call was during the Mexican Bord~r trouble. On June 
2B, l9H;, Corup,my H m.1tarec. t~1e ·F01e:!." tll service a..."'ld "."l3.~ stationed 
ut Nogales_. Arizona m1til October 7, 1916 1 when they v:cre. mus- · 
te!'ed out of the Fcde1·nl service and resum.ed duties in the 
Tationnl Guard. 

About six months later, March 26 , 1917, Compa.'ly H u.s . ps.rt of the 
Fifth Infant~7 ·Regil'l~n~ , ··:v:~~ )C1alled il~~~. the .B'eder~l n~rvi·c 
for dut y du.~1.ng th0 ~orld Har . l 011 el~_~qr..t.n;; the F~ae:?:·~l ~e~·vlce , 
Company H -.. ;-ac red.csignated Co::1pellY H, lr>'Jth l.:.1f ant:;:-·y I£egJ. ... ent, 
Seutember 2~1., 191? . * F'or udcli t~icnal info.L·lll:.:.tion conccrj_ling this 
unl t, I·efor to the History of Co toany H,'.15pth In:t'antr--i ~~egirncnt, 

... :J:Oth Division . 

.ooo . 

~ *Adjutant General Hepcrt 1920-1926, page 25. 
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