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Company L, l"irt~ Infantr7 Regiment, Second Brigade (fonerly National Guargt 
e:fere ce: A-djutant General" s file 

Locat.iozu San Fraucisco_, San Francisco County 
, Organized August Jl, 1885* 

" Redeei6nat.ed Va;y 8, 1861** 
"'Reconstituted April 19, 1901.*** 
' Reconstituted aa,. 11, 190.,...... 
' Redeei6Jlated April 21, 1909***** 
- Reor6anized, 111\lstered in and stationed Palo Alto · Uay 19, 1909+­
.... ,ustered into Federal Service · J'une·2&, 1(}16+• 

stared out of Federal Service October 7, 19l6t++ 
'Resumption of Serdce in the 11at,1.onel Guard 1916t+t+ 

,ustered into Pederu Service :A:pril 7, 1917H+t+ 
Redesignated Compnny E, 159th In.ftWtry Rebintent September 24, 1917t++t-t+ 

.oOo. 

'•Adjutent Geueral Report 1861, page 97. 

./ 

,**lh:.tionlll ·Gua.r:!, unnttactec, dc~a;.tlit:. Ca;.~ e, Flrt.t. Infiillt!")' Ref).l!lent, lla.y 81 
1861. (¥ely s. 1861, Firat Infantry Retlment cr§.t.nized. end date which National Guard 
WbS attached to First Infantry P.ehiment.) 
Ae.fut:;.nt Csr.s:-W. r'.eport 186lt pa~c )7. 

~ ***Coapany C~ Firat Infant.ry Regiment redeoi&natcd Ba.tte:ey C1 First Bu.ttelion Artillery, 
April 19, 1901 • 
.\djuta.nt Cencrlll Report 1901-1?02, General OrJ.er No . 5, par~rajil 3, page 66. 

• *"**Co•pall7 L, for:nerly Company c,. First Battalion Coast .Artillery 1 redesignated Coap8D7 
L, Firth I fan.t:ey Regiment, May 11,. 19(17. 
General and §pecial Or~!ers and Cir:;,n.lMs 1907, General Order !lo. 10, paragraph 4• 

· MMUCoapany L, Fifth Infantry Reginlent redesifJl~ted Third Company Cot..st Artillery Corpa, 
!prll 21, 1909. 
Gencre.l and Spccl!.:l Ordera ::nd Circule.rs 190z, Genere.l. Order :to. 9. 

, +A new comt1any or&anlzed in Palo .llto uesit,nat.ed CotS !:·~ L, Fifth In~antry, Jlay 19, · 
1909. Geaeral and Special Orders and Circulars 1909, General Ortler No. 14, paN&raph 
11. 

_ ....Cu!llpsny L, as part of the ·P'i.t'th · Infantry Re~iment, mustered into 1ederal Service 
for duty on the ..lexican Bo~ ~er, June 20, 1916. 
dJutant Generel Report 1914-19201 page 16 

, t++Adjutaut General ·Report l91.4-1920,putr.e 18. 
- ..++tttener&l anrl S~cb.1 Ord~P·e and Bulletins 1]16, General Order Ho . 34, ~age 150. 
***-*Co!llp8J'11 L, as part of t.tie Fifth Id'ant.ry Re~Uiect, :N tered into Federal SerTice 

" for duty dur1n6 tne \Torld llur, April 7 , 1917. HiStories, military, organizations 
etc. File No. 314.7. Adjutant General's Office. 

••••uCo:apanieb I. and .E-1 Fi.rto. .u.umtry .tte;,iJ:lent con .... v.lid~ted fllld designhted Company E~ 
, l59th Infantry Ree;.illlent, Septe:Aber 2.4.; 1917. . 

Histories, military, organizations etc. File No. 314.7. Adjutant General's Office. 
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COJIP AJIY 1!. (Con t 1.nued) 

Commanding Officers 
Name Rank Commission 
Joseph B. Ross, Captain 

(cont. in office May 11, 1907) 
Mar. 20 , 1';:105 llay 10, 1905* 

John J. arer~ first Lieutenant 
(cont. in office Kay 11, 1907.. 

Kar. 20~ 1905 Kay 10, 1905* 

John J. Hyer, Captain · June 3, 1907 June 24, 1907 
(re tired Apr. 17, 1909) 

El1ridge R. Armstrong, First Lieut. June 3, 1907 June 24,. 1907 
(r ~ signed Mar. 9 , 1908) 

John c. Young, First Lieut~nant June 1, 1908 June 27 1 1908 

Frederick A.Harriott, Ca)tain 
(retired Dec. 30 , 1911 

Kay 19,. 1909 June 26 , 190~J 

Charles C. Anthony, First Lieut. V:ay 19, 1909 June 26 , 1909 

Charles C. Anthony, Captain Feb. 12, 1912 Mar. 27, 1912 
George V. Hayes, First Lieut. Feb. 12, 1912 .Var. 271 1912 

(resigned Nov. 5, 1913) 
Theodvre W. Kellen, First Lieut. 

(resigned Oct. 24, 1914) 
Nov. 24, 1913 Jan. 10, 1914 

Ernest W. Risling, ·First Lieut. Nov. 23, 1914 Jan. 16 , 1915 · 

William H. Bates , Captain Kay 10 , 1916 June 5, 1916 
Ernest W. Risling, First Lieut. 

(continued in office) 

Activities: 
When Company c, First Battalion Coast .Artillery was transferred 
to the Fifth Infantry Regiment as Company L, that regiment re­
ceived an old and honorable company of many years standing. The 
newly designated Company L was first organized as the National 
Guard, August 31~ 1855, making the unit about fifty•three years 
old when Joining the Fifth Regiment. Unfortunately t hey were 
destined to stay in the Fifth for about two years, when they were 
t hen returned to the newly organized Coast Artillery Corps which 
was organized .in April 1909. A new company was organized at 

.ooo. 

'*Captain Ross and Lieutenant Hyer retained t heir rank and commis­
sion as of March 20, 1905, and May 10, 190 "' • respectively, when 
t hey commanded Company C, First ·Battalion C'o iSt Artill ery. 
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COIJ.PANY L (Continued) 

Activities : ( continu~d) 

Palo Alto and mustered .into the service as Company L, Fifth 
Infantry 1\eg imen t , ~\ay 19 , 1909 • 

.. t the annue.l muster and inspection, Company L alvrays made a 
good shov1ing . Only twice were they rated poor in any subject 
and that was small al~ms practice in 1909 and 1914. In all . the 
remaining subjects such as attendance, membership , l;.romptness , 
discipline, appearance, arms and r ecords, their rating was always 
at least ttgood , n and frequently nvery goodrr to "excellent . " 

n the subject of rif:l:.e practice and shooting, their record is 
not as good . 1'he new unit stationed at ?alv Alto was handicapped 
by not having a target range of their or·m for several ~real'S after 
th1cir organization . On January 21, 1912 , Company L received per­
mission to use the rifle rru~e of the Palo Alto Rifle Club. The 
lU~'le Club was very liberal in perni tting the mili ti§.men the use 
of their range and apparatus on sev~r·al occasions . '.!.be use of 
the Gm1 Club ' s rAnge injected new li1e into Company L at target 
ractice . The 1mi t hoped to place a man or· two on the state 

rifle team. . 01~e yeP..r lat.;;,r , Company L qualified \Vi th t\~o E.xpert, 
six First Class and five, Second Class riflemen . 'l'r;o ~rears 
lnter, the unit had no expert 11 Hiflemen" or 11Sharpshooters , ll 1mt 
two 11Uarksmen, 11 \ihile the rest of the company i.'ailed to qualify . 
The Spring of 1916 , found Compa~y L constructing a ~ifle range , 
but the trouble along the Mexican Border resulting· in the cal~ing 
of the company for Feder~l service, and the World War soon after · 
the border trouble , prevented Company L from receiving much bene­
fit fro~ the range. 

Tho first encampmtmt attended by Company L was the Joint Ar:ny and 
ilitia Coa::.;t Defense exe1·cises held at Fort Hosecrans, San Diego 

Cou."l.ty . Colonel D. A. Sr:1i th, of the Fifth Infantry Regitlent ~ 
believed that the benefit deriv~d from the maneuvers could not 
be overestimated . In 1908, Co.JlJ>aay L at tended the encampr:1ent 
c\t Atascadero in 1909, a 1·eg :i.men tal en<!ampment at Seabright near 
Santa Cruz, and in 1912, the.~r were a uni t in the Blue army in the 
Joint Ar~~y-Na.tional Guard mar1euver•s held in the district between 
Salinas and San Francisco . Beside the above mentioned encamp­
ments , the mel!lbers of Com,?any L frequently attended schools of 
instructions for officers and men . 

There were a l so several occasions when Companies L, B, and M, 
First Bat talion; Fifth Infanti'Y Regiment would hold one or two 
day batt ali on bivouac and over- night encampments~ One instance 
was on t he evening of August 13, .1910, when Companies B and 
l eft t hei r armories .at nine c ' clock P".M., in heavy marching 
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<..-on. t.:1.n:u.ed) 

Activities: (continued) 

order, loaded with rations and needs· for a · day and night. They 
headed for camp at Los Altos, near Palo Alto,- and waited for 
the arrival of Companies B and M.. The cat!rp was under command 
of Hajor G. L. Holtum. The three ·compa.'Ylies joined together for 
mes8, Company .1 furnishing the cooK:t: and camp equip~ent. The 
prog rt...rr:. call ~d for drill i~ e1. tcndcc. order i:1 th€. for enom1 a11 ~ 
the policing of ca!np 8ld ~oldier ' s labor were concluded early 
in t~e afternoon, in order that a ?rograo of athletic events 
might be carried 'JUt . Besides usual field and traclc events, 
racing ~nd weight '\';ark, the tcurne: .:mt c:m(,"!luded with a baseball 
g at1c and n::!. litary S'9orts, eueb a~ tent pegging , v:all .::caling 
U:'ld trench digging. ca~p brol~c u:J late in th~ :;.fternocn ;ln 
the C0:1P?.nies.returned t8 their armorie!::.* 

In the line of <: thletic achieve::tents, Company L v:c:.s unu:3uull:r 
~ood. At the Army e.nd N<:.V'J F'ield L!eet he-ld Jtn:.e 2?, 1913 , thG 
relo.y tea;'1 of Coc:;any L won fir!:t place.. In 1914, Com.pB .. n:r L 
ago.i:c. won the reJ::tr race, :md ;i_n 1916 , Ccropn.ny L ' :::; track team 
.en !'irst place in the A:::rny-Navy coT.peti ti·;Jn. This sucl:CS!:i WdS 

no d:::ub,t due to the i':1ct th<lt many !cembcrs o:f the unit ci t hcr 
b "'d. b,.,,.,..., ..... " """''-'T>C• r.-+,~e""'t'" "'t q_ tan""or·d Unive""'si -+-y ~ ,_.-..;.,..;..1. "-.J. I;J~ ..... - . '1-o< V\.AI..,;. ,!.,L. ...., '- • ........ J. ~ J. . J. .. \1 • 

Eeeause :Joldicrs are us1.:~c.l ly sought f'or pnrades qf various kind~, 
Co:np<i.!.'1Y L ·w·c.:::: frequently called uron tc assict in celcb:c;;;ticnc · 
in Palo ft~ to or surrou.'>'lcling co"'l!.::nmi tics. The pr:.rc.des tha t Cor.;-.-
- 1y L participated in up until April 1809, were while the ccm­
:J<?.!lY ~"!as located :Ln Ec.n Fr~ncisco, One oi" tlw occasior..s . ·.~es the 
death of Hym:.m P. Bush, Brigadier-Gensrnl ~1at1onal Gunrd of Cali­
fornia, \'.'ho had retired on December 30, 1907, ond n ;nili tary 
fm1eral was held en Ja!luarr.r 1, 1908, in ':hich Company L partici­
pated on J.i:1y 'J, 1908. Four I!lOn ths ln. ter, Co:npan:r L par a dod in 
San Francisco in honor of the ~rrival of the Atlantic fleet . 
'Iwo days later a celebration was held in Oakland and again the 
u.."1i t parndoc1. in honor of the fleet. On May thirtieth of tha.t 
yoar > Cor..:p~y !.1 -·· r·r.:.ded ~:t the P:t>esidio in ba~ Frrmcisco and on 
July Fcu:::· th, l9r3. Co;~:pany L tool-:: part in the ce: l eb.r:;..t1on 
Napa. 

'lb:;:; ne:;:t speeic.l pnr-adc "\':as in Sen .Jose, July 3 , 4, 5, l~-:l09 . 
Du.ring that yee.r, C-:l!Jp<::.ny L 1'7fi.D located c\t Pulo Alto. It was an 
olci fn:::>hicned Independence Day celebration in -r;hich bicycle rnces 

. • ooo .. 

' *San Jose Mercury, August lS, HHO, page 12, column 3. 



cor•PL.!·:Y L (Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

.er·c ne1<i i!J. the Audit 
_ark and Cedar Brook P 

alloon ascensions at Alum Rock 
concert in the evening by the 

Park, were some of the 

1' music and 

y 
Co-::-

il' 

fmothe:c cel'.;bration in Gilrcy on .July Foc:.rth, 1Bl2, ill1.tt-tr·atc!3 
the splendid spirit :prev~iling in San ts:. Clara Goun ty .. All l:J1 

rrounuing r•~ J ; 2nd tor;ns su.ppor·ted tr<<- ee.leb.L f.tlv ...... 
Jo~e sent he1 tllree llitia Companies b , L, and M, and from Berkel~y, 
Co:npany C joLk .. ch8:n ill malcine: c: ba;:;·cali)n ... v,L t •e c~..LCur·, ~.L'J!l . 

t of the Fifth Inf'a .. "'1tl"J Regiment par·tic.ipate 
y and. civic p~gec:.nt given in honor of the 

United States, Vlilliam Howard Taft in San Fran-
14, 1911. · After the paraue, Comf-;uny L v<as the 

.ooo. 

' *San Jose Mercury, July 5, 1909 , page 1, column 7. 

· · **r:an Jose Mer.::!ury , May 12, · 1910, pu.ges 1, 2, e;olumn 4. 

• ~~ilroy Advocate, July 6, 1912, paGe 1, co1~s 1, 2 . 
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co .lP ANY L (Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

I -

guGsts of the San Francisco and the Stanford University soccor 
teans at the game between the tviO teams -* 

filllon.g the S()Cial activities o} Coinpany L \"HiS the entertairu'lei1t 
ovember 23, 1:311. Tlfe program was well arranged and the 

d!. .. ill team t.;ave & neat ond interesting e:r-Jlili1ti·on of the mnnual 
·of w:~r.s and exe:::c;i!jes to music.. 'lhe featu:. ... G of the £VEming nas 
the vol!al ~elections by ills~ t.gues ilaloney of Stanf~rd Uni vm·­
s·i ty , her sneGt ;roico b1·.i..ng ir;.g he1· ::1uch applause . 'lhe work of 
the Gy!!lllt:siUiil Club \-:as first clas:j, and the Glee Rnd Mandolin 
Club~ v:ere well received. i':.iiss Chlotildc Polustri entertained 
\7i th t·r;ro character ~mng s 1 her songs being ·worthy of a prof'es­
slm-.al. On the bc.ck of tlH; oi'flcl~:l progralli nas the following· 

ttPIJeal; -~?~ 

"Don't overlook . .l(Jl'lJ 

their 
cause . 1'.11 
of t h e laclc 

supp()rt is all 
tir.te · c...."'ld 8ffol·t 
this work is an 
of inte;rt:st 

is i ' lDO;:· -
OIJ. a 

watc;.t thE 
is what we v1.arrt.;.- !D::Jre sun"Dor·t anu. en-

On Julv li'ourt~4. l 9J..o . Co 

, ....... tiller~­
Cal.if o1·nia. 

street , was in tne 
w.L th Sna:Ln a!ld. the. Philippine 

.ooo. 

• *Palo Alto Times, October 14, 1911, page 1, column 2. 

• **Palo Alto Times, November 25 , lBl~. 



Activities: (continued) 

Campaign. The parade was reviewed by Mayor Davie, of Oakland 
and Grand Marshal H. rL Gard on t he countermarch at t!ie Oakland 
Post Office grounds.* 

Occasionally Company L was called upon for duty at military 
funerals. One such occasion was the funeral of Adjutant-General 
Edwin Alexander Forbes, Brigadier-General, National Guard of 
California on June 20, 1915, held in San Francisco. 

On June 28,. 1916, Company L, as part of t he Fifth Infantry Regi­
ment was ordere d into Federal service for duty on the Mexican 
Border. The unit was stationed at Nogales, Arizona, where the 
oldiers aided in maintaining peace by stopping marauding bands 

of Mexicans from crossing t he boundary lines and plundering 
.American territory. After about three months of Federal service, 
Company L returned to t heir home station and was dismissed on 
October 7, 1916. 

" A rew months later , President Woodrow Wilson called the National 
Guard for Federal service. When t he United Stat'e,~" ' entered the 
World War, Compa _y L, as part of the Fifth InfantrfcRegiment was 
called into Federal service on March 26, 1917. Companies L and E, 
Fifth Infantry Regiment was consolidated September 24 , 1917, and 
designated Company E, 159th Infantry Regiment, 40t h B:tigade • 

• ooo. 

*Oakland Tribune, July 5, ~915 , page 1 , column 3. 

**Hist ories military organizations etc. File #514 . 7, Adjutant 
General Files. 
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