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F.IFTH .I 

ifth Infantry Battalion, Second Brigade 
eferencec Adjutant General's Files 

Location: Oakland, Alameda County 
Org a.D1zed December 30, 1879* 
econstituted August 1, 1885~ 

L...... 
Horace D. Ranlett , Major Dec. 29, 1879 
A.L. Smith, First Lieu~. Adj. May 17, 1880 

Horace .D. ·Ranlett, Lieut. Col. May 22, 1882 
J. K. Duncan, Major May 22, 1882 

· (resigned July 10, 1883) 
William Sirnpson~·Major Surgeon Mar. 3, 1882 
Thomas J. Parsons, Major Oct. 151 1883 
Albert L. Smith, Capt. Ad5 . ·yar . · 1, 1883 

(retired Aug . 9, 1883 
il1iam Verbeck, Capt. Adj. Aug. ·13, 1883 

(rbsigned Jan. 9 1 1884) 
William Verbeck, Capt. Adj . Sept. 1, 1884 
James M. Donohue, Capt. Adj . June 18, 1885 

Activities: 

Jan. 2, 1880 
May 27, 1880 

June 3, 1882 
July 27, 1882 

Uar . 11 1 1882 
Dec • . 31 1883 
Mar. s, 1883 

Aug. 171 1883 

Sept.l01 1884 
June 251 1885 

On November 28, 1879 , a petition was sent to Adjutant General 
P. F. Walsh, requesting.that the Of!$lqnd Gy,a.r!J, of Oakland and the 
San Jose Zouaves,be formed into a battalion. The request was 
signed by t .;c commissioned officers of both companies. The appli­
cation was approved by Brigadiel'-General John McComb on December 
tenth, and on the twelfth, an order was issued granting the re­
quest. The organization was to be known as the Second Infantry 
Battalion, Second Brigade . lhe Oa tland Gy,ard was designated as 
Company <l.. ·~ 9-nd the San Jose Zouaves as Company B. Eighteen days 

.ooo. 
'*Fifth Infantry Battalion, formerly Second Infantry Battalion 

organized December 12, 1879, was redesignated Fifth Infantry Bat­
talion eighteen days later on December 30, 1879. 
Adjutant General Report 1880. Special Orders No . 38, 40 , page 72 . 

"**Fifth Infantry Battalion reconstituted as the Fifth Inf~try lteg­
i!:lont, Seco~ £rioc...Je 1 August 1 1 1885. Hee;.dquarter Papers, becond 
Bri gade , Special Order No. 44 , ld85. 



(.. Conti.n:u.ed) 

ctivities: (continued) 

later, the name Second Battalion was changed. to the Fifth Infantry 
Battalion. The election of a Major to command t he batt~ lion resulted . 
in the selection of Horace D. Ranlett, as Commanding officer. 

On J anuary 15, 1880, llajor Ranlett issued Battalion Order Po. 1, 
which. reads as follows-a 

I. By Special Order N.o. 40 from Gener al Headquarters State 
of California, the name of the Second Infantry Battalion 
has been changed to the Fifth Infantry Battalion• 

II. Having been duly commissioned and qualified as Major 
of the Fifth Infantry Battalion of Infantry, I hereby, _.... 
assume co~~and of the same a~d establish Headquarters 
at 214 California Street, San FH .. ucisco, where all 
business connecteC. with the battc:. lion wil l be trans­
acted between the ho~s of twelve noon and two P. M. 

III,. Lieutenant Henry , Levy, Company A, is hereby appointed 
acting Adjutant, Fifth Infantry Battalion. He will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly. 

Horace .n. Ranlett 
.ajor Commanding. 

The two units could not always parade as a battali~n because of 
their locatlons. Frequently on holidays or special occasions, 
Company A would parade in Oakland or San Fancisco, while Co 
pany B paraded at San Jose. One such occasion was on September 
26, 1881, when memorial services were held throughout the State 
to mourn the death of James A. Garfield, President of the United 
States. Battalion OrdP.rs show that Company A paraded in Oakland 
and Company B at San Jose.* 

The b<: tt lion continued as a two com;nmy organizati :m for about 
two yeu.rs, when on March 22, 1882, the H£:wston Guai·d, unattached, 
located at Petaluma, was attach~d to t he battalion and designated 

.ooo. 
• *Battalion Order No. 22 1 1881, on file Adjutant Gener·al' s Office. 

-2-



\. C.<;>n t i n:u.ed.) 

Activities' (continu€d) 

as Co apany C. At the sa;:ne tL:!e the ilallejo Rifles, tm<lttached, 
of Vallejo, was a lso auaed tu the bcttalion m~J designated G~ 
Co1.apa.Dy D. The increase in t :-:; 'bat tal:Lon inc1·e<.:.sod tne 1~ank o1' 
ajor Hanlett to that of Lieutew:mt Color:el. 0:..1. ~pril ? , l385, 

Col!lpai.lY · D Wi:.I.S ::nust~red out of t he lln.t:.or..al Guard u::-:m the rt;con­
"'·e·~ .:J at·1 on -.co T le'" ··l-e '"1~'"t Cr, o·,el pr,''J.l'' c' t -!f.. T'"'ree ~·n r·l~ c· 1 ·- + >r w L.LlJ. ..&... VJ.. .u U.l.J .Lc:..J..1 U .J.. L- · I.CW. "-' .,.'\ .&.J. ••'-'-• ... _. _ .. ...., '._' 

-Pl il tr.·en ty-:::l.L"l th, a nev1 compa111 vvc:~ orga..l'lized and :1us tcred in 
as Co.~lpany D. The table on t he follov1ing pr.ge inclic:.::.tzs th€ 
chan;:es in the Fifth Be1ttalic~1 . 

Accord.ing to the Adjutant Generc.l ' s Esport of 1883-1884, the 
P'ifth Infantry Be tt&lion :nade thG be5t cctm:.l avsr·n.gC: score c.t 
target practice on Sept~ber 10, 1883, of any i nfautry :ce.e:iment 
in the National Guard o£ Galif'orni<:. .~ 

UndBr t he splendid leadership o!.., Lieutenant Colonel Ranlett , the 
battalion in the f'ive yea1·s of it~ existence, a::. such,' beca.J.c 
tne fc,undation OIJ. whic!.: thG .>ule:r:did. .!?iftl1 In:fc:.r.;.tl7 hcgii!lcnt -ras 
uilt. In J'ine ·of l88E-, a caJe-:.·. c omp<:.:J.y fro;";l Santa H·Jsa , vla 

added to the battalion anc on J11ly 22 , 1885> tbe Oakla!!d Light . 
C3.vall·y , u.nattc.ched, ViaS reorg<:.nized as c.1. infantry cc:r;.p~1y ~:nd 
a ttached t o the Fifth Battalion as CorJ;.~n~~ F, tnGrcby bl•inging 
the O!."'g anizatlon i.lp to the r·t.;qu~;.red nu..uber cf w.-~i ts for the fcr­
mo.tion of a rE:giu:ant . I•'o1· a.~....cd tionc..l inforr.u2.tion conc~:cning the 
.s.cti vi ties vi the ur.:.i ts in the 1att ... licn, refer to Histo:cy of the 
.Fif.'th lnf;mtry r:.egiment, Sc:c·,;nd Drlt; ..... de, Nationr.l Guc.:ca. of C:c.li­
for:aia . 

.vOo. 

, • *Co.npany D, I•'ifth Inf£.:.:ntr~~ Bu.tt~lion cli:bunted in accordance vi th 
General Order No . 9 ~ April 7, 1885. 
Adjutant G enernl Report l8tJf,_·· 8F.>G; >aFe 6 3 . 

') ih'tAdjuta..'1t General Re_r1ort {.;> :.C'.4. 
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~A 
I 

B c I D ,1!; b' 

o~.cland Guard. San Jose I:le\';S ton Guard Valle·o Compnn~r E. Col!! any F 
Oakland Zouaven Petaluma Hifles 1882 (Cadets ) b:;m rrancisoo 

1.§.Zg an Jo.s 1879 ~ Sant< Ho a lllilQ - ~ 

Co.npany D 
ban Rafael 

1.....§.§ 

,-

Notes The ycb.r dat€~ in the table indlcate the yeCJ.r the compani s we _ t.ttf!.ched the 
Fifth I.:1fantrr B tti:J.lion, Second Brigade . 
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