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Fifth Infantry Regiment, Second Srigade

Referencet Adjutant General's Office

Location: San Frimcisco, San Francisco County
Organized August 1, 1885#
Hustered into Federal service July 6, 1878w
Hustered out of Federal sorvice February 6, 189%ss
Reorganized as Fifth Infantry Regiment July 5, 18y wass
Mustered into Federal service June 28, 1916s
Hustered out of Federal Service Dctober 7, 1916es
Resuaption of Service in the Natlonsl Guard 1716sss
Hustered into Federal secvice April 7, 1917ssee
Redesignated September 24, 1717ssees

«000.

#Fifth Infantry Bittalioh redesignated Hfth Infant.ry Regiment, August 1, 1885,

8pecial Order NHo. 44 issued July 30, 1895, Headquarter Papers, Fifth Infantry Regiment,
Adjutant General's Office.

*RFifth Infantry Regiment muste-ed imté Federal Service during the Spanish®American
War as part of Nighth Infantry Regiment, July 6, 1898. Adjutant General Report
189“%. page 6. : ; !

s##idjutent General Report 1899-1900, page 6.

®EWSFLifth Infantry Reglment, formerly part of Eighth Infantry degiment, reentcred the
Hationsl Guard as the Fifth Infantry Hegiment, July 5, 1899.
Adjutent General Reort 1899-1300, General Order No. 7, par. 6, jage 64.

#Fifth Infantry Reglment muste-=d into Federal service for duty on the Mexican
Border, June 28, 1316.

Adjutant General Report 1 14-1920, page 18.

ety

svhdjutaht General Report 1914-1920, page 18,
1916, General Order No. 34, page 150,

4888FLfth Infantry Reglment mustered into Fede al Service for duty during the World

War April 7, 1517. EHistory 159th Infantry Regiment, C.H.G. File 314.7. Adjutant
General's Office.

$4804F1th Infantry Reglaent redesignated 159th Infantry fegiment September 24, 1717. ;
Histories, Military Orgsnizations ete. Fidd #314J7 Adjutent General's Office.



Commanding Officers

gorace D. hanlett, Colonel
(retired Jan. 10, 1887)

James M. Donahue, Lieut. Colonel

Thomas J. Parsons, Major
(retired Aug. 7, 1885)

Carleton C. Coleman, Major

Carleton C. Coleman, Captain
(promoted to Ad jutant
Major Sept. 12, 1885)

VWebb N. Pierce, Captain Adgutant
(resigned July 16, 1886

Edward W. Coleman, Captain Adj.

William Simpson, Major Surgeon
(retired Apr. 26, 1886)

Frank P. Gunn, Major Surgeon

James M. Donahue, Colonel
(deceased March 1890)
Carleton C. Coleman, Lieutenant
(resigned Aug. 31, Colonel
, 1889) oy
- Re B. Fairbanks, Lieut. Colonel
R. B. Fairbanks, Hajor
(promoted Lieut. Colonel)
Albert K. Whitton, liajor
Frank H. Swett, Captain Adjutant
(resigned May 2, 1820)

Dolphus B. Fairbanks, Colonel
reelected May 1894)
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(reelected May 23, 1894)
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#lla jor Parsons retained his rank and commission dates of October 15,

1883 and December 3, 1883, respectively, when he was commanding officer
in the Fifth Infantry Battalion, Second Brigade.

##*Ma jor and Surgeon Simpson retainéd—his'rank and commission dates
of Mareh &, 1882 and March 11, leeiiirespectively, when he was

surgeon in the Fifth Infantry Batt

-

on, Second Brigade.



Commanding Officers (cont.)

%mk R. O'Brien, Major ﬁpr. 26, 1890 gune Sy %890
(term expireds

John F. Hayes, Major  May 23, 1894 June 11, 1894
David A. Smith, Captain Adjutant June 1, 1891 June 11, 1891
James P, Dunn, Major Surgeon May 17, 1893 May 18, 1893

Dolphus B. Fairbanks, Colonel . Apr. 26, 1890 Jan. 4, 1896
retired July 8, 1898) : ,
Alpert K. Whitton, Lieut. Colonel
(continued in office) '
John T. Hayes, iajor May 23, 1894 Apr. 4, 1896
L. Wi Juilliard, Major - Sept.l6, 1893 Mar. 27, 1896
~ (reelected June 29, 1900) |
 David A. Smith, Captain Adjutant June 1, 1891 Mar. 27, 1896
(reelected May 3, 1901) ‘
James P. Dunn, Major Surgeon May 17, 1893 Nov. 22, 1897

Albert K. Whitten, Colonel - July 3, 1899 Aug. 14, 1899
(resigned Dec. 22, 19082) ‘
John F. Hayesébl.ieut. Colonel July '3, 1889 Aug. 14, 18989

(promoted Colonel Jan. 17, 1903) :

William Elliott, Major ; July 3, 1899 Aug . 14, 1899.
(discharged) : ,

Charles T. Poulter, Major Feb. 21, 1200 Apr. 6, 1800

{reeleeted Feb. 24, 19

retired Feb. 15, 1905, :

James A. Margo, Captain Adjutant May 31, 1901 June 7, 1201
(retired Dec. 6, 1908) : , Y

John Ferdinand Hayes, Colonel  Jan. 17, 1903  Mar. 30, 1903
(retired May 8, 1908)

Louis Wm. Juilliard, Lieut. Jan. 17, 1803 Mar. 30, 1903
(retired ~~ . Colonel ",

Edwin G. Hunt, Hajor :  May 20, 1205 Aug. 12, 1905

Charles E. Haven, Major . Jan. 17, 1903 Mar. 30, 1903
(retired June 13, 1907) : A

 David A. Smith, Major ' May 11, 1901  May 31, 1901

(reelected llay 20, 1905) |

David Albert Smith, Colonel June 30, 1906 Aug. 30, 1906

(reelected Apr. 19, 1909)

Edward Goddard Hunt, Lieutenant Apr. 18, 1907 Sept.23, 1807
(reelected Apr. 19, Colonel
1909)

Walter Scott Grattan, Major Awg. 18, 1907 Sept.23, 1807
(retired Sept. 18, 1908)



Commanding Officers (cont.)

%enry George Mathewson, Méjor ‘ ept.

(transferred to Coast Artillery
Corps, Apr. 2, 1909)

George H. Wethern, Major July

Milton Wm. Simpson, Major June
{reelected Apr. 19, 1909)
deceased Apr. 30, 1911)

George Loraine Holtum, Major Aug .
(reelected Apr. 19, 19809) :

Henry George Mathewson, Captain June
(promoted to Ad jutant |
Major, Sept. 27, 1208)

~ (deceased Nov. 26, 1912)

Ralph J. Faneuf, Captain Adjutant Mar.

. David Albert SBmith, Colonel June
: (retired Jan. 13, 1916)
Edwin G. Hunt, Lieut. Colonel Aug .
(promoted to
Colonel, Jan. 30, 1918)
George H. Wethern, Major July
(promoted to Lieut., Colonel
Jan. 30, 1918)

Leon C. Francis, lajor July
(reelected July 11, 1915)

Leonard M. Farrell, Major Feb.

Arthur C. Jenney, Captain Adj.  Nov.

(resigned Aug. 10, 1918)

Edward G. Hunt, Colonel Jan.
retired J 27, 1918) 1
Wilson B. Burtt, Colonel July

George H. Wethern, Lieut. Colonel Jan. 30

(retired May 15, 1916)

Leon C. Chapman, Lieut. Colonel June

Lawrence S. O'Toole, iajor Jan.

Joshua B. Dickson, Major - June

William K. Carswell, Captain Sept.
Ad jutant

Leon C. Francis, Colonel Apr.

(honorably discharged
Avg. 3, 1917)

Leonard M. Farrell, Lieut. Apr.
. Colonel
Frederick A. Marriott, Hajor Apr.

(honorably discharged Aug. 3, 1917)
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Activitiess

The Fifth Infantry Hegiment was organized when in accordance
with General Order No. 18 issued July 22, 1885, the Qakland
L%ggt Cavalry was reorganized as an infantry company and
attached to the Fifth Infantry Battalion as Company F. With
the addition of Company F, making six companies in the organ-
ization, the Fifth Battalion of Infantry was increased to a
regiment. ©Special Order No. 44 officially recognized the
organization as the Fifth Infantry Regiment on and after.August
1, 1885. Lieutenant-Colonel Horace D. hanlett of the Fifth
Battalion was promoted to Colonel of the new regiment. James
H. Donahue succeeded Ranlett as Lieutenant-~Colonel and Thomas
J« Parsons, Major in the battalion, continued as such in the
new regimental organization. :

The regiment consisted of the orginal six units until June 1,
1893, when a new company was organized at Alameda and mustered
in as Company G. In the reorganization of the National Guard
in December 1895, former Battery B, Second Artillery Hegiment,
which was organized in Napa on May 27, 1893, was added to the
Fifth Infantry Hegiment and designated Company H. Seven vears
. passed before another change was made. On April 20, 1900, a

. new company was organized in Livermore and mustered in as Com=
‘pany I, Fifth Infantry legiment. GSeven more years elapsed be-
fore another change occurred. On May 11, 1807, the regiment

was increased to twelve companies when three more units were
added to the Fifth. Companies A and D, First Battalion Coast
Artillery were consolidated and designated Company K3 Company C,
First Battalion Coast Artillery became Company L; and Companies
D and F, First Infantry Regiment were consolidated and formed
Company M of the Fifth Infantry Regiment. /On the same day May .
eleventh, Company H of the Fifth Infantry was transferred to the
Becond Infantry and Battery B, First Battalion Coast Artillery
reconstituted as Company H, Fifth Infantry Regiment.

The next change in the formation of the Fifth toock place on
September 30, 1907, when Company C stationed at Petaluma was
mustered out because of disobedience of orders and lack of supe
port by the citizens of Petaluma. The lack of support on the
part of citizens was caused by many of the employers of members
of Company C refusing to permit them leave of absence in order
te participate in the Joint Army-Militia Coast Defense exercicses
of July 5 to 20, 1807. A new company was organized in Berkeley
and on -December 3, 1907 was mustered in as Company C, Fifth In-
fantry Regiment.

D



Activities: (continued)

On April 14, 1909, the Second Brigade ceased to exist in accord-
ance with the operation of United States Militia Law and act of
the State Le§g§lature of Harch 22, 1909. Accordingly, the Fifth
Regiment of antry, Second Brigade became the Fifth Infantry
Regiment, First Brigade on that date. Following this reorgan-
ization, the next change in the Fifth occurred on April 21, 1909,
when Companies H, K, L, and M, were transferred to the Coast
Artillery Corps as first, Second, Third, and Fourth Companies.
The four companies were replaced with four new organizations as
followsy Company H at Haywards, April twenty-ninth; Company K
at Petaluma, May eighth; Company L at Palo Alto, May nineteenth;
and Company M at San Jose on lay fifteenth.

The only other change in the Fifth Infantry was when Company I
located in Livermore, was mustered out on June 15, 1816, for
having fallen below the standard of efficiency required by the
War Department. 8ix days later, the unit was reorganized and
mustered in again. That change was the last one to take place
before the Fifth Infantry finally entered the World War as the
158th Infantry Hegiment, 40th Division, The table on the follow=
' ing page indicates the changes made in the Fifth Infantry Regiment
during its existence.

The Fifth Infantry HKegiment was threatened with disruption in
October 1887. Companies A and F, of Oakland, and Company B, of
San Jose, adopted resolutions requesting that the regiment be
reorganized into battalions. The reasons given for making the
request was that the headquarters were located in San Francisco,
although no company was stationed in that eity; the companies in
the regiment were located over a large area of the State and were
subject tec orders from San Francisco, frequently being ordered
to parade on holidays in other citlies at quite a distance from
home. Another argument was that the regiment was so scattered
that they seldom could drill as a regiment.

However, when the matter was placed before the Board of Location
and Organization on December 28, 1887, the petition was denied.
Of significance was the following statement of the Adjutant-
General in denying the petition.¥* -

«000.

*Adjutaﬁt General Heport 1887-1888, General Order No. 1, par.2,
page 223.
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i€ 1, The year dates in the table indicates the year the companies were attached to the
Fifth Infantry Regiment.

2. Supply and Machine Gun Companies were provisional organizations, made up of enlistec
men detailed thereto, from the other Companies,
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Activities: (continued)

"There must be an element of stability in an organizae

tion of this kind; when a regiment is once formed there

should be as few changes as possible. The officers and

members must feel that they are making a history for

thelr organizationy they should take a pride in its

past history, and strive to build up and make it a

regiment that they will be proud to be members of, and

others will seek to enter. The numerous changes that

have taken place in the National Guard of this State

in the past have done more to retard its progress than

any other cause, and it will be the policy of this

administration to make as few as possible."
The Fifth Infantry from that day begesn to build a record that was
a credit to the organization and the State. The three companies
that petitioned to be detached from the Fifth in 1887, continued
on in the regiment helping to make its splendid record. IThe
foundation work of the regiment belongs to Colonel Horace D.
Ranlett, who spent over twenty years in the National Guard. A
letter written to Adjutant-General George B. Cosby. on November
29, 1886, by Colonel Ranlett; recalls the Colonel's long service
%nlthe Hational Guard and requcsts he be retired, reads as

ollows:

At end of my leave of absence (if grantsd) on or about
January 10, 1887, I respectfully request to be placed
upon the Retired List of the National Guard of California
with the rank of Colonel in accordance with paragraph 3,
section 1973, of the Codes. I have served continuously
since 1869 as Second Lieutenant one yearj; First Lieutenw
ant two years; Captain seven years; Major, Lieutenant-
Colonel and Colonel of the Fifth Battalicn and Regiment
seven years,.in all seventeen years commissioned, and
previously as an enlisted man as Corporal, Duty Sergeant,
Quartermaster Sergeant and First Sergeant three and one-
half years, or in all twenty and one-half years in the
National Guard of California. My business affairs (being
obliged to be absent frequently from the State) eompel
me to give up active service which I much regret.? .

On January 21, 1908, Congress passed the so-called "Dick Hilitia
Law®™ which permittéd the Federal Government to furnish and equip
the National Guard of the different States with equipment like
the regular army. The organization and discipline of the Nation-
al Guard had to harmonize with the rules and regulations of the
War Department, and be inspected annusally by an officer of the



Activities: (continued)

United States Army. Under the provisions of the law, Joint &rmy-
National Guard encampments were to be held when conditions per-
mitted. The first encampment held under the new regulations

was that of August 13 to 26, 1904, under command of Major-General
Arthur MacArthur, United States Army, commanding the Pacific
Division.

The encampment proved that the average militiaman could not go
from the every day walk of life into a training camp and compare
favorably with the Regulars. The strenuous life of a soldier
worked a hardship on many of the National Guardsmen. The militia
@ had not yet been supplied with army shoes, and drilling and
marching worked havoc with the feet of the members of the Guard.
However, those difficulties were adjusted by supplying proper
shoes, and allowing the citizen soldiers a few days to become
aecua%omed to the hardships of camp life before entering the
maneuvers with the Hegulars. '

From July 4 to 20, 1807, the Fifth Infantry Hegiment attended
the Joint Army-ifilitia Coast Defense exercises. Companies B, C,
D, E, I, and M, were ordered to Fort Baker, California where they
spent fifteen days drilling in acting as Support to the artillery
and also defense of the same. The six companies at Fort Baker
were under command of Major M. W. Simpson. The other six compa-
nies of the regiment, A, F, G, H, X, and L, with a detachment of
the Hospital Corps and under the command of Colonel D. A, Smith,
went to Fort Rosecrans, San Diego, for their exercises. Colonel
6 Smith believed the benefit derived from the encampment could not
be over estimated, but thought his entire command should be kept
together instead of being divided. :

The feollowing year on July 4 to 15, 1908, another Joint Army-
National Guard Encampment was held at Atascadero. .This encamp-
ment was an improvement over the one held four years previous.
An army officer was assigned to each regiment to advise and
assist the National Guard officers in a petter understanding of
the army method of action under the different drills and maneu-
vers. Colonel Bmith of the Fifth Infantry believed the help
rendered his regiment by Lieutenant Fitzhugh L. Minnegerode,
United States Army, was of the very best. 4Again in August 1912,
Joint Army-iilitia Camp and Maneuvers were held between South
San Francisco and Salinas. The problem was the defense of San
Francisco from an invading army.

»9-



hetivities: (continued)

In the intervening years between the maneuvers, either regimental
encampments or training schools for officers and men, were held.
The schools were instructed by regular United States Army officers,
and were very effective in training the National Guard officers.
Perhaps the greatest amount of efficiency was obtained in the
regimental encampments.

The Encampment of 1903, held near Healdsburg, was typical of the-
majority of regimental encampments. Colonel Thomas Wilhelm,
Inspector General for the National Guard, inspected the regiment
at the encampment in 1808. His criticism seems severe, but were
made from the military point of view. The Fifth Infantry hegi-
ment band had been discharged in 1802, so they hired the Thir-
teenth United States Infantry Band to play for the encampment.
The Colonel noted that the band was out of uniform at inspection
and that the principal musician and three other men absented
themselves at the inspection, which he said was a poor example
for the Hegulars to set before the Naticnal Guardsmen. He also
though the music selected was not exactly suited to the occasion,
As Tor the regimental and battalion drills he was satisfied,
stating that while a few errors were made, the regiment as such
could only drill at the encampuents about seven days a year, cone
sequently could not be perfect in the larger formations.

However the companies that fell short while being inspected as
such, came in for severe eriticism by Colonel Wilhelm. Companies
B, F, G, and A, were good, and C, D, E, H, and I were only fair.
For the latter companies the Colonel stated there was no excuse
for such a poor showing. He also noted that the officers of
these companies were men of high standing in thelr communities,
and were naturally absorbed in the important professions and the
world of business, still there was no reason why the last men-
tioned companies should be in a condition inconsistent with the
appropriations, property and supplies furnished them by the State.
The organizations are made up of good men and deserve the needed
attention and improvement. Advantage should be taken of the
opportunities afforded in the armories. The Colonel likewise
eriticised the practice of the regiment in not requiring the
First SBergeant to drill. He claimed the First Sergeant was an
important factor in a company.as a medium of communications
between the commanding officer and the men, the Sergeant having
much to do with the discipline of the organization, and should
be the best drilled man in it. This was the last encampment
before the "Dick Militia Law" went into effect and the militia
brought under the instructions of the Regular Army.

adbe



Activities: (Continued)

The reason there was no Fifth Infantry Regiment Band at the
Encampment in 1802, was due to the attitude adopted by the Labor
Unions toward the Hetional Gusrd, which the unions claimed could
be and hed been used in several states to break up strikes of

the unions., 4 letter of September 15, 1902, by William HcBalne,
Chief Musician, Fifth Infantry Regiment to Colonel A. K, Whitton,
reads as follows:

"Enclosed please find application for discharge of the
members of our band from the Fifth Infantry, which ve
trust will mect with your approval, and that discharges
will be forwasrded as soon &s you can convenlently act
upon sald application. Our ressons sre simple, to wit:

< F t In order to secure any of the work offering, we
must join the Musician's Union of San Francisco.

" Two: In order to Jjoin sald Musician's Unlon, we must
show a discharge from the Guard. Everything is union
nowsdays, &s you know, and the time has come when we,
too, must join in order to secure any business. Trust-
ing you will view this in the right light snd thst dis-
cherges will be forth coming at au early dete, thus help-
ing us in our purpose,”®

In fovwarding this letter to the Adjutant-General, Colonel ¥hitton
sttached the following words:
"I have the honor to hand you herewith copy of letter
received this day {rom Chief Husieclen of this regiment.
I do this, not &s ssking any sction from you but I
’ deem it proper to do so in order to call your zttentlion
S to the position the unions sre taking with reference to
the Baotionsl Guard."™
Three days later Colonel ¥hitton issued discharges to all the
members of the band, In 1907, when the First Infantry Reglaent
wns disbanded, thelr band was transferred to the Fifth Infantry
Fegiment and redesignated Fifth Infentry Band.

The only other strife in the regiment occurred in 1205 and 1906,
the first when Major D. A. Smith was re-elected Hajor on Hay 20,
1905, MNajor Smith's eligibility for re-election was questloned
because of the enactment by the State Leglslature of ¢ reguire-
ment of two ye:rs service as a line or company officer. In
1805, Major Smith's record of service was us follows; enlisted
in Company D, First Infantry Reglment, August 5, 1872, as pri-
vate. Served until ¥arch 1, 1877, honorszble discharged. En-
listed as Sergeant ¥sjor, Fifth Ianfantry, March 20, 1887.

pr



Activitiess (continued)

Promoted to First Lieutenant and Paymaster, Fifth Infantry,
April 26, 1888. Promoted to Captain and detailed as Adjutant,
Fifth Infantry, June 1, 188l. Appointed to Pirst Lieutenant
United States Galunteers, detailed as Adjutant, Eighth Cali-
fornia Volunteers, June 26, 1898. Promoted Captain Company B,
Eighth California Volunteers, January 6, 1898. On the nmuster-
ing out of the volunteers, February 1899, reentered Fifth
Infantry as Captain and Adjutant. Elected Major, Fifth Infan-
try Regiment, May 11, 1801, and reelected May 20, 1905. His
being commissioned in 1905 was questioned. One year later in
1906, Bmith was elected Colonel of the regiment over the pro-

€ test of Captain 0. L. Houts of Company £, Fifth Infantry Heg-

: iment and Lieutenant-Colonel L. W. Juilliard. They appealed
to Governor George C. Pardee, who decided in favor of Colonel
Smith. The Colonel commanded the Fifth Regiment for ten years
being retired on January 1, 1916, having been a comnmissioned
officer in the National Guard for twenty-eight years and a
private for six years, making a total of thirty-four years
devoted to the National Guard, and all his commissions being
an officer in the Fifth Infantry Regiment. The splendid record
and suceess of the Fifth Infentry HRegiment under the "Dick
gﬁiitia Law® was due mostly to the splendid ability of the

onela

The record of the Fifth Infantry at target practice was only
fair in its early history. The newly organized units coming

' into the regiment lelped to keep the regiments average rather low.

\ However, the Fifth Regiment had a majority of the members on

©  the State Rifle teams of 1907, 1909, and 1910. Nine of the

fifteen members were from the Fifth in 1907 and 1909, while
three each from the Second and Seventh Regiments were on the
team. In 1910, eight of the fifteen were from the Fifth Regi-
ment. While the Fifth ranked high in having the greater num-
ber of members on the State Rifle team, the Seventh had a
great many more medal men than the Fifth.

Before tsking up the activities of the Fifth in the Railroad
Strike in 1884, the Earthguake and Fire in 1506, and the Mex-
ican Border and World War in 1216 and 1917, the history of
parades and social activities will be given. The holiday pa-
rades of the units in the Fifth Infantry Regiment were usually
in their home town or nearby localities. Only on special
occaeions the Fifth paraded as a regiment.

The first occasion for parading was during the 20th 4nnual En-
campment of the Grand Army of the Hepublic in San Francisco in

«lZ-



Activities: (continued)

August 1886. On the evening of the second, the Fifth parsded
and attended a review in the Mechanic's Pavilion in San Fran-
cisco. The next morning, August third, the Fifth paraded in
one of the largest parades ever held in San Prancisco. The
first diviasion was led by the Regulars, numbering about four
nundreu. Five regiments of the Natiomal Guard followed the
Regulars, acting as escort to Commander-in-Chief Burdette of
the CGrend Army of the Republic and its members. The First
Infantry led the Natlional Guard, followed by the Fifth, Third,
Second Artillery and the Second Infantry with Light Battery A
at the rear. The Fifth Infaniry paraded its six companies,
numbering about three hundred men in line. Great praise was
extended to Colonel Ranlett and his regiment for their splendid
showing. lNone of thelr units were lccated in San Franeisco
and most of the companlies came at considerable expense in order
to pay tribute to the "Boys in Blue® of 18681 to 1865.%

The next appearance of the Fifth Infantry was a4t the funeral
services of Eenator George Hearst on March 15, 1891.%*% January
27, 1854, witnessed the opening of San Franciscols first
Exposition and Midwinter Falr. It was the occasion for the
finest civic and wmilltary parade ever ' witnessed in the bay
metropolis. In the midst of this parade was the Fifth Infantry
and as noted by the news reporter, presented an uniformly heand-
SOmME ADDEeaTance,¥#* ain on Segtamber 9, 1900, the Fiftieth
Anniversary of the admission of California into the union of
the States was celebrated in fan Francisco. The Native Sons
and Native Daughters of the Golden West were in charge of the
celebration. The main feature was a parade of the military

and fraternal organizations of the bay region.

The military parade was very {ine and impressive. It headed

the long procession. First of all came the dandy artillerymen
of the Regulars, the pride of the Presidio, and these were

iOOO.V

#San Franecisco Chronicle, August 4, 1886, pege 1, columsl - 9.
#*San Francisco Chronicle, March 16, 1891, page 10, columns 1 - 5

###San Francisco Chronicle, January 28, 1894, page 1, célumn 1- 9.
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Activitiess (continued)

followed by a battalion of the Eighteenth Infantry, marching
like a wall. The marines from the Battleship"lowa"and"Phila-
delphia"made a very gallant show as it is not often one sees
the men in cross belts, for this is almost the only arm of
the service that retains this picturesque relic of military
traprings. The trim znd white-capped officers of the navy
next marghaled a strong body of smert.-stepping blue jackets
from the men-of-war in the harbor. The "Jackies" were strong
favorites with the crowd which does not forget the men behind
the guns. FPollowing the Regulars came carriages followed by

; - the Firet, Fifth, and Bixth Infantries of the National Guard,

G Also in the parade were many uniformed ranks and drill teams -
of the fraternal corganizetions. The bright and showy uniforms
added splendcr to the procession,.* ' :

The following yeer, day 14, 1901, President William MeKinley
visited Ban Francisco. The President, who a few months later
was to be a victim of an assassin's bullet, was given a welcome
that exceeded all previous records. A splendid parade in the :
afternoon was climaxed by a reception at the Ferry Building in
the evening. The crowd was estimated at 75,000 people all
gathered in or near the Ferry Building. The police were unable
to control the throng and assistance was rendered by the First
Infantry and & battalion of the Fifth Infantry. Later a troop
of cavalry was added and even with this aid the crowd was still
too large to hold back. The good judgement of the President
in shortening his speech was all that eased what might have
‘i been rather disastrous to many listeners. About three score
women fainted and several were reported injured.®#

Four months later, September 189, 1901, the same battalion of the
Fifth Infantry Begiment took part im a icKinley Memorial pro-
cession held in Oakland. Memorial services were held through-
out ‘the United States on the nineteenth. The procession started
at 1:05 P.i., led by two platoons of police. HNext came the
United States Marine Band and a battalion of marines from the
Naval station followed by Naval Cadets. Next came the First
Battalion, Fifth Infentry Begiment under command of Hajor C. I.

«000.

*8an Francisco Examiner, September 11, 1900, page 7, columns 2,3,4.
#%#San Francisco Examiner, May 15, 1901, pages 1, 2, 3.
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Activities: (Continued)

Poulter, followed by the Veteran neserves, (ompany A.

In the second division of the parade was the only carriage in
the entire procession. It was a carriagze drawn by six blzsck horses,
draped in nets of mourning. Each horse was led by an attendant.
An American flag was draped over the after part of the vehicle.
Thics was the carriage occupled by the Late President zbout four
months before, when he visited Oakland., On the seat where Pres-
ident McKinley had. sat was & lsrge cluster of Jappanese lilies,
tied with 2 bow of broad black silk ribbon. On the outer side
of each door of the carriage was a chaplet of laurel leaves
similarly tied. The pall bearers, accompanying the carriage,

€ wore crepe and marched on either side of the vehicle. The mem-
bers of the Grand Army of the Republlic posts, about 200 strong,
completed the second division.

The Fifth Infantry Band headed the third division of the oparade
which was composed of the Yasonlc Lodges, 0dd Fellows Lodgzes and
the Xnights of Pythians. The fourth division consisted of the
Native Sons of the Golden West. The A. 0, U. W., the Woodmen
of the World, the Xnlghts of the Haccabees, the Herman Sons, and
the Bohemians of America.*

In August 1903, the Grand Avmy of the Republic again held their
annual encampment in San Francisco. Once again the Fifth Infantry
Regiment journeyed to San Francisco to parade in honor of the
Civil War veterans, and 1t wos anticipated that 1t would be about
the last big encampment to be held on the Pacific Coast, as the

‘? ranks were beginning to thin out to such an extent that before
they returned here again a great many would have answered the last
summons, ##
On June 20, 1914, the Fifth Regiment journeyed to San Francisco
to parade at the funeral of Brigadier-General Edwin A, Forbes,
Adjutant-Ceneral of the Hatlonal Guard of California. Governor
Hiram Johnson issued the following statementy¥®

.200., .
#0akland Enquirer, Septemher 19, 1901, page 2, columns l-3,
#*®Jakland Enquirer,’August'ls, 1908, page 8, columns 1,2;
*#%San Jose lefcury Herald, June 26, 1915 , page 17, column 5.
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Activities: (continued)

141l of us who have been intimztely associated with
General Forbes are shocked and grieved at his death.

#e had learned to have a great respect and affection
for him. He was a loyal friend, & man of attainments
and the highest character with a personality that won
all whom he met. The State has suffered an irreparable
loss. General Forbes was the best and most competent
adjutant general Californiz ever had. He took command
of the Californias Guard at = time when it was disorgan-
ized and little recognized. He developed a guard of
the highest efficiency and a citizen soldlery in Cal-
ifornin, second to that of no other state. The loss

of General Forbes is not alone to all of us who knew
him and loved him, but is a loss as well to the people
of the State of California."

Following the history of parades and soclal activities of the
Fifth Infantry Regiment it is proper thst the more serlous pur-
pose for which the National Guard is organized should be nar-
rated. The first service was rendered during the Rallroad
Strike of 1894. The report of Colonel D. B. Falrbanks, command-
ing the Fifth Regiment, indicates that the regiment was divided
cn? -hifted several times during the labor trouble, The record
showed that Companies A, C, D, E, F, and G, were assembled at
the armories of & and F on July Fourth. On July fifth, Companies
A, F, and G, were dismissed. On July sixth, Company o was Or=-
dered to San Jose for duty. During July seventh, eighth, and
ninth, Companies C and E remained in the Daklend armory. Com-
pany B at San Jose was. Jolned by Company D at San Jose and the
two companies were under commznd of Lieutenant-Colonel 4. K.
Whitton., The two units were held in readiness in the armory
at San Jose until the ninth, when the command was moved to the
Fair Grounds nearby in order to maintain the men's hezlth, as
the confinement in the armory was affecting the Guardsmen.

On June tenth, Colonel Whitton received orders from the Sheriff,
of Sante Clara County, to move to the vicinity of the San Jose
roundhouse, and protect life and property. The two unlts re-
mained on duty till July sixteenth, when Company D was relieved
and returned to Oakland. Company B was held at the armory in
San Jose until July twenticth, when it was dismissed. lieanwhile,
Companies A, C, E, F, and G, were ordered into camp at Pledmont
on the twelfth, and on the thirteenth were ordere! to Alameda
Point by the Sheriff of Alameda County. On the fifteenth, Com-
pany F was ordered to High Street, Alameéda, to guard railroad
property. On July sixteenth, Company A was ordered to Port Costa,
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Activities: (continued) -

Contra Costa County. On July eighteenth, Company G joined
Company 4 at Port Costa. Coupany D, that had been stationed
in San Jose, reported to Colonel Falrbamks at Alameda Point on
July nineteenth.

On July twentieth, the Colonel rececived corders to remove his
- camp from Alameda Peint to West Oakland. Company A returned

from Port Costa and joined the regiment at West Oakland. The
next day, July twenty-first, Company F was relleved from duty
at High Street station and also joined the regiment at West
Qakland. The regiment of five companies was stationed at the
foot of Peralta Street, and was designat~d Camp Peralta. On%
July twenty-second, Companiss C, D, and E were dismissed and
returned to their respective homess  On ouly 25, 1894, the re-
maining two companies were relleved, thus ending the services of
the Fifth Infantry Regiment during the Lallroad Etrike.*

Four years elapsed before the Fifth was called into active ser-
vice asgain. This time it was the war with Spain in 1893 that
saw the splendid Fifth Regiment enter the United States Volunteer
service. However, only six of the eight companies coaposing the
Fifth were acecepted. Companies B, C, D, E, F, and G, were nus-
tered into the Federal service on July sixth and seventh, as B,
C, D, E, F, end G, of the Eighth California Volunteer Leglment.
The ﬁighth.ﬁoluntsnw Reginent was kept in the United States dure
ing the war. The regiment was stationed at Camp Barrett, Oakland
- until Bepteaber tenth, when the varlous units were ordered to
the following locationss 4, F, K, and L to Benicia Barracks; B,
C, and E to the Presidioj Company ¥ to Alcatraz Island. On the
thirteenth, Companies D, G, H, and I were sent to Vancouver -
Barracks, ﬁashingtqn. failnra to see service on the battle
. front created discontent in the regiment and on February 8, 1598,
the Eighth Volunteer Hegiment was musitered out of Federal séervice.%®
On July 5, 18989, the former Fifth Infantry llegiment reentered the
National Guard as the Fifth Infantry Heglment. :

«000,.

#For additional information, refer to the Naglonal Guard s
Lhailroad Strike 1884. Adjutant General's Offlice.

##4d jutant General Report 1899-1900, page 6.
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Activities: (continued) | '

“pout seven years later during the Earthquake of 18068, the
Firth Pegiment rendered splendid service. Again the companies
composing the Fifth Hegiment were on duty in several different
cities. Company B in San Jose was undoubtedly the first unit
of the reginent to go on duty. A hurried survey of the situa-
tion in that eity led the authorities to call on the militia
without usual permission of the Governor. At six A.id., the
Tfire bell on the fire house sounded out eleven cuiek taps, which
was the militia emergency call. Soon af%er the call was sounded,
the members of Company B responded promptly =nd at the requect
of the civic azuthorities, a2 military wateh was placed around

( the business section and no one permitted to pass with out &

e peMit.

At Santa Hosa, Company £ rendered splendid service in fighting
fire and preserving order. Compeny C, Fifth Infentry of Petaluma,
was ordered to venta Hosa to help Company E. Company H of the
Becond Infantry was detailed to assist Compsnvy B at San Jose.
Companies &, F, and G were stationed =t Oskland as part of the
First Provisional Brigade. Companies D, H, and I, of the Fifth,
were ordered to Ban Francisco as part of the SBecond Provisional
Brigade. The principel duties of the troops was to sssist civil
authorities in preserving order in the various loecations.

Company C, Petaluma, was the first ecompanr to be relieved from
~duty on May thirteenth. The next was Company G, Alameds, re-

lieved on May sixteenth. The next day,the seventeenth, éonpa—
~  nies A end F were dismissed. On iay nineteenth Company I, on
duty in San Franciseo, wee relieved,and Company B in San Jose
also was dismissed the same day. Onh May twenty-first, Companies
D and H, on duty in San Francisco, were relieved from further
service, The last company of the Fifth Regiment to-be dismissed
wag Company E, of Banta hosa, on lay twenty-third. kach unit
of the regiment and officers received a word of commends=tion by
Governor George C. Pardee for their efficient 2nd conscientious
service rendered the civic authorities during the trying end
anxious days of the Btate's worst catastrophe.

In July 1918, a forest fire on ¥t. Tamalpias that appeared harme
less at first, soon became threatening to meny homes and small
towns situsted on its slopes and at the mountain's edge. Hill
Valley and Ross Valley sent out a call for helghon July ninth,
and soon assistance was rushed to their aid. e city of San
Franclsco sent three fire engines and 9,000 feet of fire hose
to aid.the fire fighters. Approximately 2,000 regular troops
were ordered from the Presidio to fight the fire. 4 like number
of sailors and marines from the shipes anchored in the bay also

ol ¢
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Aetivities: (continued)

joined the fire fighters. The Fifth Infentry Keglaent sent Com-
panies 4, C, D, E, ¥, B, I, and K to sssilst. For four deys, June
tenth to thirteenth imclusive, theze companlies worked under the
leadership of Colonel George Bell Jr., Sixteenth United Stales
Infantry. The towns of Hill Vailey and hoss Valley sad iesser
communities were saved from the fire, which was halied and di-
rected back towsrd the unoecupled area.*

Three years later, the territory lying zlong the Hexlcan-Unlted
ftetes border vae troubled by bands of Hexicans crogsing into
United ftutes Territory end committing ects of depradziion. Un
June ©£8, 1216, the Fifth Infantry kegiment wes mustered into

the Federzl service snd ordered Lo Wogales, srizoma. For approxi-
petely three months the Fifth patrolled and guaerded the United
Stutes property slong the border. The regiment wus retuwrned te
facremento snd on OUctober 7, 1818, was mustered out of Federcl
service, '

The members of the Fifth Infantry enjoyved about six wmountns of
citizen-goldier life before they were called into the Federal
service. for duty during the World “ar on darch 28, iBl7. Tue
Fifth Infantrr spent approximsiely five monthe at guard dubty in
California, guarding mumition plunvs, factories, railrosd and
bridges, thereby preventing sabotage. on Lepieaber 24, 1017,
the P1fth Infeatry Reglaent was redesignated the 159th Iafualry
Reglaent at Camp Xearny, California and mustered into the Fedw
eral service. - :

With the redesigaation, the history of the Fifth Inisatry Regl-
ment a3 such, comes to a close, This splendid reginment, 'with
thirty-tao years of service in the Sational Guard duriang sihieh
time 1t had faithfully performed {ts duties during the serious
Labor Trouble of 1894, volunteered for service in patisaal
defense in the Spanish- imerican Wor, only o ve dissppolinted
by having to perform the hardest duty there is, routine gusrd
éuty, and finally dismissed with out reaching the battle front,
It gave freely and its real value cennot be estimated in those
trying days of April 1808, Kot only following the Esurihguske
znd its subsegueni desiruetion, the Fifth zas on the lightling
lines, bettliing to save the homes of the people during the {ire on
%, Tamalpiss in 19128, Three yesrs later in 1816, again they
left their homes and went to Hogales, irizona (o fight if

- GQO »
#0akland Enguirer, July 11, 1913, paze 2, columns 4, 5, 6, 7.
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hetivities: (continued)

necessery for their country. Then in 1917, as many of the men
as could gualify, entered the %World ¥Yar where many of the old
Fifth paid the suproume sserifice. 4 more fitting elimax for
the closing of the hiztory of the Fifth Infantry would be hard
to find. For additionsl information concerning the sctivities
of this organizetion, refer to History of the 189th Infantry
Regiment, 40th Division.
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