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*Fifth Infantry Battalion redesigr.ated Fifth Infantry fie 
S:;iec1al Orde-:- Bo. 44 issued J'uly 30, 1885. Headq' 

August 1, 1885. 

Adjutant ~:eneral •s Office. 

~port 1S99-l900, page 6. 

, Fifth Inf~ntry R 

'ice during the Spanish*-Am~rie 
1~8. !4Jutant Ganorel. fioport 

-HtHtFlfth Infantry Reg1moot, for:aerl;r part of :Eighth Infantq Regillent , reentor-cd the 
the Fifth Infantry Regiment, July 5, 1899. 

Qrt 1899-1300, General Order Do. 7 1 par. 6, ;;age 64. 

• Fifth Infantry Regiment muste ~ed into Fedor~l servico for duty on the Mexic 
Border, June 28, 1916. 
Adjutant Genaral Report 1914-19'0, pa~e lo. 

~ General Report 1914-1920, pago 18. 

--..-::w.:~ra• €Ul~ >JpccJ.BJ. vrg~ ZJ f!l9 "UJ.J.runs 1916,. General Order Ho • .34, page 150 • 

. ......,Fifth Infantry- H.egiment mustered into Fedc al Service for duty luring the llorld 
ar April 7, 1917. History l5·Jth Infantrj' Regiaent,. C.H.G. File 314.7. AdJutan 

Grneral 'a Office. 
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F I FTH LNFANTHY hEGIMm~T (.Cont inued) 

Commanding Officers 
Name hank Commission 
HOrace D. Ranlett, Colonel Aug. 4, 1885 Aug. 5:,. 1885 

· (retired Jan. 10, 1887) 
James M • . Donahue, Lieut. Colonel Augli> 4, 1885 Aug. 5, 188 
Thomas J. Parsons, Major Oct. 15, 1883 Dec. 3, 1883* 

(retired Aug. 7, ·1885) 
Carleton C. Coleman, Major Sept.l21 1885 Sept.191 1885 
Carleton C. Coleman, Captain Aug. 5 1 1885 Aug. 131 1885 

(promoted tq Adjutant 
.ajor Sept. 12, 1885) 

Webb N. Pierce, Captain AdJutant Sept.30, 1885 Sept.30, 1885 
(resigned July 16, 1886 

Edward w. Coleman, Captain Adj. July 16, 1886 July 16' 1886 
llliam ,Simpson, Major Surgeon Mar. 3, 1882 tlar. 11, 1882* 

(retired Apr. 26, 1886) 
Frank P. Gunn, Major Surgeon Apr. 26 , 1886 Apr~ ·26, ·1886 

JB.!lles !!. Donahue, Colonel Nov. 26, 1887 Feb. 3, 1888 
(deceased tlarch 1890) 

Carleton C. Coleman, Lieutenant Iiov. 26, 1887 Feb. 6, 1888 
(resigned Aug. 31, Colonel 
1889) . 

Oct. 26, 1889 R. B. ~airbanks, Lieut. Colonel lfiov. 29 1 1889 
R. B. :rairbanks, Major . Nov. 26, 1887 Feb. a, 1888 

(promoted Lieut. Colonel) 
Albert K. Whitton, Major Oct. 2;3, 18ur Dac. 4, 188!1 
Frank H. Swett, Captain Adjutant Mar. 22 1887 Apr. 6., 1887 

(resigned May 2, 1890) . 

Dolphus B. Fairbanks, Colonel Apr. 26, 1890 June 4, 189 
(reelected May 23, 1894) 

Albert K. Whitton, Lieut. Colonel Apr. 26, 1890 June 4, 1890 
(reel~cted May 23, 1894) 

oOo. 

*Liajor Parsons retained his rank and commission dates of October 15., 
1883 and December 3, 1883, respectively, when he was coomanding officel 
in the Fifth Infantry Battalion, Second Brigade. 

**Major and Surgeon Simpson retained his ·rank and commission dates 
of March 3, 1882 and March 11, 1882, respectively, when he was 
surgeon in the Fifth Infantry Battalion, Second Brigade. 

-2-



FIFTH IN.lt~ANTRY lti!O .Lllll.ENT (.Cont. i..nu.ed) 

Co~andin& Office~s (cont.) 
Name- Rank Commission 
'Fr8iik R. QtErien5 Major . Apr. 26, 1890 J une 5, 1890 

(term expired 
John F. Hayes, . Major May 23, 1894 June 11, 1894 
David A .. · Smith, Captain Adjutant June 1, 1891 June 11, 1891 
James P .. Dunn, Major Surgeon Yay 17, 1893 Kay 18, 1893 

Dolphus B. Fairbanks, Colonel . Apr . 26, 1890 Jan. 4, 1896 
· {retired July .8 1 1898) · 

lbert K. Whitton, Lieut. Colonel 
(continued in office) · · 

John T. Hayes, Major May 23, 1894 Apr .. 4, 1896 
L. W. Juilliard, Major · . Sept.l6, 1893 Mar. 27, 1896 
. (reelected June .29, 1900) 

· David A. Smith,. Captain Adjutant June 1, 1891 Mar. 27, 1896 
· (reelected May 3, 1~01) 
James P. punn, Major Surgeon May 17, 1893 Nov. 22, 1897 

Albert K-. Whitten , Colonel July 3, 1899 Aug- 14, 1899 
· (resigned Dec. 22, 1902) 
John F. Hayes, Lieut. Colonel July "3, 1899 Aug. 141 18 

(promoted Colonel Jan. 1?, 1903) 
William Elliott, Major 

(discharged) 
July 3, 1899 Aug. 14, 1899 

Charles T. Poulter, Major Feb. 21, 1900 Apr .. 6-, 1900 
~reelected Feb. 24, 1904) 
retired Feb. 15, 1905) 

Jailles A. Margo ~ Captain Adjutant flay 31, 1901 June 7, 1901 
(retired Dec. 6, '1906) 

Jolm Ferdinand Hayes, Colonel · 
(retired May 8, 1906) 

Jan. 17, 1903 Mar •. 30, 1903 

Louis W~. Ju11liard, Lieut. Jan. 17, 1903 Mar. 30 , 1903 
(retired . Colonel 
ar. 18, 1907) 

Edwin G. Hunt, Major . May 20, 1905 Aug. 12, 1905 
Charles £. Haven, Major 

(retired June 13, 1907) 
Jan. 17, 1903 Mar. 30, 1903 

David A. Smith, Major 
(reelected May 20, 1905) 

May 11, 1901 May 31, 1901 

. 
David Albert Smith, Colonel 

(reelected Apr. 19, 1909) 
June 30, 1906 Aug • 30, 1906 

ard Goddard llunt , Lieutenant Apl~. 18, 1907 Sept.23, 1907 
(reelected Apr. 19, Colonel 
1909) 

alter Scott Grattan, Major 
(retired Sept. 18, 1908) 

Aug • 18, 1907 Sept.23, 1907 
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F.l:.flST LNFANTRY hEG:I.IIA.EHT (Con.t:1:n.u.e0..) 

Co anding Officers (cont .. ) 

1908 
Na.:1e 
Henry George Mathewson, Major 

(transferred to Coast Artil 
Corps, Apr. 2, 1909) 

eorge H. Wethern, Major 
ilton Wm. Simpson, Major 

(reelected Apr. 191 1909) 
(deceased Apr. 30 1 1911) 

George Loraine Ho1tum, Major 
·(reelected Apr. 19, 1909) 

Rank 
Sept.27, 

ery 

July 25, 1909 
June 30, 1906 

A:. • 18, 1907 

Hen~ Geo.6e Mathewson, Captain Jun 
(promoted to Adjutant 

21, 1907 

ajor, Sept. 27, 1908) 
(deceased Nov. 26, 1912) 

lph J. Faneuf, Captain Adjutant Mar. 27, 1909 

David Albert Smith, Colonel 
· (retired Jan. 13, 1916) 
Edwin G. Hunt, Lieut. Colonel 

(promoted to 
Colonel, J~~. 30, 1916) 

George H. Wethern, Major 
(promoted to Lieut. Colonel 
Jan. 30, 1916) 

Leon C. Fxancis, ~ajor 
(reelected July 11, 1915) 

Leonard M. Farrell, Major 
Arthur C. Jenney, Captain Ad j. 

(resigned Aug. 10, 1916) 

Edward G. Hunt, Colonel 
(retired July 27, 1916) 

June 30, 1906 

Aug • 18, 1907 

July 25, 1909 

July 9, 1911 

Feb . 2, 1913 
Nov. 25, 1913 

Jan. 30, 1916 

'ilson B. Burtt, Colonel July 29, 1916 
George H. Wethern, Lieut . Colonel J an . 30, 1916 

(retired Uay 15, 1916) 
Leon C. Chapman, Lieut. Colonel 
Lawrence S. O'Toole , Ma jor 
Joshua B. 'Dickson, MaJor 
'illiam K. Carswell, Captain 

Adjutant 

June 26, 1916 
Jan. 30, 1916 
June 26, 1916 
Sept. 5, 1916 

Leon c. Francis, Colonel Apr. 3, 1917 
(honorably discharged 
Aug. 3, 1917) . 

Leonard· M. Farrell, Lieut. Apr. 31 1917 
Colonel 

Frederick A,.. Marriott, Major Apr. 9, 1917 
(honorably discharged Aug. 3, 1017) 

Commission 
Oct. 1, 1908 

Aug • 13, 1909 
Sept .26, 1906 

uept . 23, 1907 

June· 29, 1907 

Apr. 26, 1909 

Oct. 15, 1913 

Oct. 15, 1913 

Oct. 151 1903 

Aug. 9, 1911 

\ciar ... 11, 1915 
Dec. 22, 1913 

Feb. 18, 1916 

J uly 29, 1916 
ar. 27, 1916 

June 26, 1916 
Apr. a, 1916 
June 26, 1916 
Sept. 5, 1916 

.pr. 3, 1917 

Apr. 3 , 1917 

Apr. 9 , 1917 



... - .... - ............. ..:.._ ..... n...L ~~-.'1: (Cont1.:n.ued') 

Activities: 

The Fifth Infantry negiment was organized when in accordance 
with General Order No. 18 issued July 22, 1885, the Oakland 
Light Cavalry was reorganized as an infantry company and 
attached to the Fifth Infantry Battalion as CoJlpany F. With 
the addition of Company F, making six companies in the organ
ization, the Fifth Battalion of Infantry was increased to a 
regiment.. Special Order No .. 44 officially recognized the 
organization as the Fifth Infantry Regiment on and af~er . August 
1, 1885. Lieutenant-Colonel Horace D. lianlett of the Fifth 
Battalion was promoted to Colonel of the new regiment. James 
H. Donahue succeeded Ranlett as Lieutenant-Colonel and Thomas 
J. Parsons, Major in the battalion, continued as such in the 
new regimental organization. · 

The regiment consisted of the orginal six units until June 1, 
1893, wh~n a new company was organized at Alameda and mustere~ 
in as Company G. In the reorganization of the National Guard 

December 1895, former Battery B, Second Artillery hegiment, 
which was organized in Napa on May 27, 1893, was added to the 
ii'th Infantry Hegiment and designated Company H. Seven years 

passed before another change was made. On April 20, 1900, a 
new company was organized in Livermore and mustered in as Com

, pany I, Fifth Infantry Hegiment. Seven more years elapsed be
·fore another change occul·red. On May 11, 1907, the regiment 

as increased to twelve companies when three more units were 
added to the Fifth.. Companies A and D, First Battalion Coas-G 
v,tillery were consolidated and designated Company K; Company c, 

First Battalion Coast Artillery became Company L; and Companies 
D and F, Fi~st Infantry Regiment were consolidated and formed 
CompanJ M of the Fifth Infantry Regiment. / Qn the same day Uay 
eleventh, Company H of the Fifth Infantry was transferred to the 
Second Infantry and Battery B, First Battalion Coast Artillery 
reconstituted as Company H, Fifth Infantry Regiment. 

The next change in the formation of the Fifth took place on 
September 30, 1907, when Company C stationed at Petaluma was 
mustered out because of disobedience of orders and lac~ of sup
port by the citizens of Petaluma. The lack of support on the 
part of citizens was caused by many of the employers of ~embers 
of Company C refusing to permit them lnnve of ~bsence in order 
to partici-,ate in the Joint Army-Militia Coast Defense exercises 
of July 5 to 20, 1907. A new company was organized in Berkeley 
and on ·December o, 190? l!U1S muster·ed in as Company C, Fifth In
fantry Regiment. 
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(.Con t 'i.nued ) 

Activities: . (continued) 

On April 14, 1909, the Second Brigade ceased to exist in accord
ance with ti1e operation of United States Militia Law and act of 
the State Legislature of March 22, 1909. Accordingly, the Fifth 
Regiment of Inf'antry, Second Brigade became the Fifth ·Infantry 
Regiment, First Brigade on that date. Following this reorgan
ization, the next change in the Fifth occurred on April 21, 1909, 
when Companies H, K, L, and u, were transferred to the Coast 
·rtillery Corps as First, Second, Third, and Fourth Co.:1·.Jan1es. 

The four companies were replaced with ·four new org~1izations as 
follows; Company H at Haywards, April twenty-ninth; Company K 
at Petaluma, Uay eighth; Company L at Palo Alto, May nineteenth; 
and Company M at San Jose on i:Sy fifteenth. 

The only other change in the Fifth Infantry was when Company I 
located in Livermore, was mustered out on June 15, 1916, for 
l1aving fallen below the standard of efficiency required by the 

ar Department. Six days later, the unit was reorganized and 
ustered in again. That change was the last one to take place 

before the Fifth InfB.J.""ltry finally entered the World War as the 
59th Inf&n.try Hegimeut, 40th Division. The table on the follow

ing page indicates the changes made in ·the Fifth Infantrjr Regiment 
during its existence . 

The Fifth Infantry Regiment was threatened with disruption in 
October 1887. Companies A and F, of Oakland, and Co~pany D, of 
Sru1Jose , adopted resolutivns requesting that the regiment be 
reorganized into battalions. The reasons given for making the 
l'equest was that the headquarters \'iere located in San Francisco, 
although no co~pany was stationed in that city; the comp~1ies in 
the regiment were located over a large area vf the State and wer 
subject to orders from San Francisco, frequently being ordered 
to parade on holidays in other cities at quite a distance from 
home. P.nother argument was that the regiment was so scattered 
that they seldom could drill as a regiment. 

However, when the matter was placed before the Board of Location 
and Organization on December 28, 1887, the petition was denied. 
Of significance was the following statement of the Adjutant
General in denying the petition.* 

.ooo • 
.. 

*Adjutant General Report 1887-1888, General Order No . 1, par .2, 
page 223. 
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ENT , SfClND BRIGADE 

1885-1917 

Company B, Company C 1 
San Jose Petaluma 
(formerly Co. (formerly Co , 
B, Fifth In- C, Fifth In-
fantry Batt fantry Bat-
ion) ==• talion) 

ompany H, 
an Francisco 

(formerly Com
any B, First 
ttalion Coas 
illery 1907 

Company H 
Unywards 1909 

1885 

Company It 
Livermore 

1900 

Cqmpany I, 
Livermor.e 

1916 

Company D, 
San afael 
(formerly Co ,D, 
ifth Infantry 

Battalion 

.)mpany K, 
an Franc i sco 
Companies A&D , 
irst Coc:.st 
rtillery, 

olidated) 
1907 

Company E, 
&t..nta Rosa 
(formerly Co . 
E, Fifth In
fantry Battal 
ion) 

L, 
an Francisco 
formerly Co . C 
irst Battal

ion Co ~t 
rtill ry) 

Company L, 
Palo Alto 

1909 1909 

Company F, 
Oakland 
(formerly Co.Jt', 
Fifth. Infantry 
Battalion) 

1885 -

Company M, . 
San Francisco 
(formerly 
Companies D end 
F, First In
f cntry Regiment 
consolidated) 

Company , 
San Jose 

1907 -
1909 -

0te: 1 . The y.ear aates in the table indicctcs the year the compcnics ere attached to the 
Fifth Infantry Regiment. 

2 . Supply and Machine Gun Companies were provisional or aniz t1ons , made up of enli sted 
en detailed t hereto, from the other Companies . 
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F IFTH INFAH'lhY REGIUE>l~T (.Co n tinued) 

Activities: {continued) 

"There must be an element or stability in an organiza
tion of thi~ kind; when a regiment is once formed ther 
should be as £ew changes as possible . The officers and 
members must feel that they are naking a history for 
their organization; they should take a pride in it 
past history, ~~d strive to build up and make it a 
regiment that they will be proud to be ~embers of , and 
others will seek to enter. The numerous changes t1aat 
have taken place in the National Guard of this State 
in the past have done 1:1ore to retard its progress than 
any other cause, and it will be the policy of tbis 
administration to make as few as possible. 

The Fifth Infantry from that day began to build a record that was 
a cred1 t to the organization and· the State. The three companies 
that petitioned to be detached from the Fifth in 1887, continued 
on in the regiment helping to make its splendid record. The 
foundation work of the regiment belongs to Colonel Horace D. 
Ranlett, 'l'Iho spent over twenty years in th_e National Guard. A 
letter written to Adjutant-General George B. Cosby. on November 
29 , 1886 , by Colonel Ranlett., recalls the Colonel ' s long service 
L~ the National Guard and requests he be retired, reads as 
follov:s: 

nAt end of my leave of absence (if granted) on or about 
January 10, 1887, I respectfully request to be placed 
upon the Retired List of . the N~tivnal Guard Qf California 
with the rank of Colonel in accordance with paragraph 0., 
section 1973 , of the Codes . I have served continuously 
since 1869 as Second Lieutenant one year; First Lieuten
ant two years ; Captain seven years; Major, Lieutenan~ 
Colonel and Colonel of the Fifth Battalion and Regiment 
seven years , .... in all seventeen years commissioned, and 
previously as an enlisted man as Corporal, Duty Sergeant , 
Quartermaster Sergeant and First Sergeant three and one
half years, or in all .twenty ana one- half years in the 
Nati9nal Guard o;f' California. My business affairs (being 
obliged to be absent frequently from the State) compel 
me to giye up active service which I much regret-" 

On January 21 1 1903:. Congress passed the so- called "Dick Militia 
Lawn which permitted the Federal Government to furnish and equip 
~1e National Guard of the d1f£erent States with equipment like 
the regUlar army. The organization and discipl ine of the Nation
al Guard had to harmonize with the rules and regulations of the 
ar Department, and be inspected ~-.ually by an officer of the 
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FIF TH I NFANTRY liliG i llE.NT (Con t inued) 

Activities: (continued) 

United States Array. Undel' the provisions of the law, Joint .ti.rmy
National Guard encampmentz were to be held when conditions pt.;t·
mitted. 1he first encampment held under the new regulations 
was that of August 13 to 26, 1904, under con1mand of Major-General 
Arthur MacArthur, United States Army, conmanding the Pacific 
Division. 

The encampment proved that the average militiaman could not go 
from the every day walk of life into a training camp and compare 
favorably with the Regulars. The strenuous life of a soldier 
worked a hardship on many of the National quardsmen. 1he militia 
had not yet been supplied v;i t..h army shoes, and drilling and 
marching worked havoc with the feet of' the members of the Guard. 
However, those difficulties were adjusted by supplying proper 
shoes, and allowing the citizen soldiers a few days to become 
accustomed to the hardships of camp life before enterlng the 
.aneuvers with the Regulars. 

From July 4 ·to 20, 1907, the Fifth Infantry Regiment attended 
the Joint Army-Militia Coast Defense exercisas. Compunies B, c, 
D, E, I, and M, Tlere ordered to .li'ort Baker, California where th~y 
spent fii'teen days drilling in acting as support to the artillery 
and also defense of the same. The six companies at r'ort Baker 
were illlder command of Major M. W. Simpson. The other six compa
nJ.es of the regiment, A, F, G, H, K, a.nd L, with a detachment of 
the Hospital Corps and under the command of Colonel JJ. A. Smith, 
·eat to .tt .... ort Rosecrans, San Diego, for their exercises. Colonel 

Sini th believed the benefit derived from the encampment could not 
be over. estimated, but thought his entire command should be kept 
together instead of beinv.: divided . 

The following year on July 4 to 15, 1908, another.Joint army
National Guard Encampment was held at Atascc:.dero • . ·This encamp
ment was an improvement over the one held fom· yeal"'s pt•evious . 
An army officer was assigned to each regiment to advise and 
assist t he National Guard officers in a t>etter underst<lilding o 
t he army method of action under the different drills and maneu
vers. Colon&l Sni th oi' the Fifth Inf antl·y believed t he help 
rendered his regiment by Lieutenant Fitzhugh L. Minnegerode , 
United States Army, was of the very best. Again in August 1912, 
Joint Army-ill.litiu Camp and Maneuvers were held between South 
San Francisco and Salinas. The problem· wa.s the def'er .. se of San 
Francisco from an invading army. 
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FIFTi:I I!Uo'ANTRY 1:-'.EG I llllJ.!;tl T (.Con t "1.:n.u.ed) 

Activities: (continued) 

In the intervening years between the maneuvers, either regimental 
·ncampments or training schools for offi cers and men, were held . 

1ne school s were instructed by regular United States Army officers, 
and were very effective in training the National Guard officers . 
Perhaps the greatest at1ount of efficiency was obtained in the 
regimental encampments. 

( 

The Encarnpmen t of 190:5, held near Healdsburg, was typical of the 
majority of regimental encampments. .Colonel Thomas Yi#ilhelm, 
Inspector General for the Uational Guard, inspected the regiment 
·at the encampment in 1903. His criticism seetus severe , but were 
made from the military point of view. The Fifth Infantr-.1 Hegi
ment band had been discharged in 1902, so they hired the Thir
teenth Unite~ States Infantry Band t..:> play for the encamprnc>..J."1t . 
The Colonel noted that the band .was out of uniform at inspection 
and that the principal musician and three other men absented 
themselves at the inspection, which he said was a poo~ example 
for the Regulars to set before the National Guardsmen. He also 
though the music selected was not exactly suited to the oct!anion. 
As for the regimental and battalion drills he v;as satisfied, 
stating that while a few errors were made, the regiment as such 
could only drill at the encampments about seven days a year, con
sequently could not be perfect in the larger formations. 

Ho""'ever the companies that fell short while be ing .inspected as 
such, came in for severe criticism by Colonel Wilhelm. Companies 
B, F, G, and A, were good, and C, D, E, H, and I were only fair . 
For the l atter companies the Colonel stated there was no excuse 
for such a poor showing. He also noted that the offic~rs of 
these companies were men of high standing in their con.muni ties , 
and were naturally absorbed in the important professions and the 
world of businens, still there was no reason why the last men
t ioned companies should be in a condition inconsistent with the 
appropriations, property and supplies furnished them by the State . 
The organizations are made up of good men and deserve the ne~ded 
attention and inprovement. CAdvantage should be taken of the 
oppo1•tuni ties afforded ln the armories. The Colonel likewise 
criticised the practice nf the reglment in not, requiring the 
First Sergeant to dril l. ffe claimed the First Sergeant wa.s an 
irlpol~tant factor in a compa.Hy. as a mediU!ll ol' comm'l.illications , 
between the commanding officer and the men, the Sergeant having 
much to do with the discipline of the orga~ization, and should 
be the .best drilled man in it. · This was the last encampment 
before the "Dick Militia La:v;" went into effect and the militia 
brought under the instructions of the Regular Army. 
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(Con't~nu.ed) 

Activitien : (cont:Lnuecl) 

ProiJoted to First Lieuten.ant and :Paymaster, l"ifth Infantry, 
April f:6., 1838. . Promoted to C~ptn:Lrt a.nd detailE:d afi kdjutan t, 
Fifth Infantry~ JW1e 1, 1891. Appointed t.o First I.Jieutenc-Jit 
United States Volunteers, det~iled as Adjutant, Eighth Cali
fornia Voltmteers, June 29, 1898 . Promoted Captain Company .l:3, 
Eighth Cal ifornia Voltmtecrs, January 6 , 1899 . On .t he mu~te·r
ing out of the vol unteers, February 1899, reentered Fifth 
Infantry as Captain and Adjutant. Elected Major, Fifth Infan
try Regiment, llay ll, 1901, and reel~cted May 20, 1905: His 
being com'.'tlissioned in 1005 was questioned.. One year l.:1ter in 
1906 , Smith was elected Colonel of ~1e regi~ent over the pro
test of Captain 0. L. Houts of Compe.ny E, Fifth Infantry heg
iment and Lientenant- Colonel L . ~7 . Juilliard. They appealed 
to Governor George C. Pardee, who. decided in favor of (.;olonel 
Smith. The Colonel comm.l.l!lded the Fifth Heg 1ruent for ten years 
belne; retired on Jan11ary 1, 1916 , . having been a co•nnissioned 
officer in the National Guard for twenty- eight years and a 
private for six years, making a total of thirty- four years 
devoted to the National Guard, and all his corm:aissions bei n 
an officer in the F'ifth Infantry Regiment . The splendid racord 
and success of the Fifth Infantry Regiment under the tt.Dick 
Uli t ia Lawn was due mostly to the splendid ability of the 
Colonel . 

he reoord of the Fifth Inf:m.t:ey at targe;1; p!·actice was only 
fair in its earl y hi!:. tory •. T~1e newly organized u,ni ts coming 
into the regiment reJped to keep the regiments average rather lon . 
However, the Fifth .negLnent had a majority of the members on 
the Gt ate Rifle teams of 1907, 1909, and 1910 . Nine of the 
f i fteen members. were from the r~ifth ~n 1907 and 1909, while 
three each from the Second and Seventn Begiments wel'e on the 
team. In 1910, eight of the fifteen were from the Fifth Regi-
ent . While the Fi fth ranlted high in having the greater num

ber of ce1:1bers on the State' Hifle tea'll, the Sev~nth had · 
great many more medal men than the Fifth . 

:Defore t.s.k ing up the activities of tht~ Fifth 'in the Rc.ilroad 
Strike in 1894, the Earthquake and Fir·e in 1906, and the Mex
ican .border and World War in 1916 o.nd 1917 , the history of 
. arau.es and soci<.:.l t.cti vitie.s will be gi veu. Tho holiday pa
rades of tho w1i ts _n the Fifth Infantry Hegiment we1·e usually 
in their home tow.n or nearby localities. ·Only on special 
occacions the Fifth paraded as a regiment. 

The f irst occasion for parading was during the 20th Annual 
campment of the Grand Army of the Hepublic in San Francisco in 

- 12-



FIFTH INFAN~hY itmUIEN~ \Cont'1.nu.ed.) 

Activities: (continued) 

Augunt 1886. On the evening ol' the second, the Fifth paraded 
and attended a review in the Mechanic's Pavilion in San Fran
cisco. The next raorning, August thlrt.l, the ,Fi.fth par·aded in 
m1<2 of tho lu.rger.t par ad~~ ev~.n· held in San Francisco . The 
f irst division wc:.'.S led by thE; Ht:gul<;.1'5, numbering about four 
nundroL.. Fi vc regil~ents of' th~ Uutioual Guard followed the 
Regulars, acting us escort to Co!ntlander.,..in- Chief Burdette o 
the Gr<..,ud Army of the Republic and its mewb0rs. The Fi~·st 
Infantry led the National Guard, followed by the Fi.fth, Third, 
Gecond Artillery 0.11cl the Second Infh!il.a·y with Light Battez»J A 
at the rea:r:. Tho Fifth Infantry y~;raded its six compruiies, 
numbering about three !nm.di·ed men L1. line. Great praise VTas 
extendec to Colonel li.anlott and his 1'egir:1ent for th~ir splendid 
showir..g. Hone of their unl ts we1·e lccuted in Sun Francisco 
and mo:::.t of th~ compn.:nles came at cor:sidt;:l·able expense in order 
to pay ·tribute to th0 ttEoys i:a Blueli of 1861 tu 13G5. 

The next appearance of the Fifth In.f.mt1·y wss at the funeral 
services oi' Senator George Hearst on .March 15, 1891,.*'*· Janua~r 
27, 1894, witnessed the opening of San Fra..ncisco's firs 
;:;~position £-nd Midv~inte:r Fuir.. It was the occasion for the 

fin~')5t civic c .. nd military pe11·ade ev.sr ~ wl t11essed in the: bs.y 
letropo-1-.:i.s. In the midst CJf' th:Ls p&racie was tl1e 1-"'ifth Infantry 

and as noted by the news reporter· , )resented un uniformly hand
some appearmee.*** Again on S~;;;!)tt:mber 9 , 1900, the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the ad.misrion of Cal.ifurnia into the ;..m.ion of 
thf-) St.:::tos we.s ccle1rated in "Sa."l FI·anciscv. The Native Sons 
and Nat:tvc Daughters of the Gold~n ·west were in charge of the 
celebration. The main feature was a parade of the military 
and fraternal .organizc.tions cf the b.ay region. 

The military parade v;as very fine and irupressi ve. It headed 
the lor.g procession,. First ·of all came the dandy artillerymen 
of th-e Hegulars, the pl'ide of the P1·esidio ~ artd the;.;e were 

.ooo. 

*San Francisco Chronicle, August 4, 1886, pe~e 1, culu~~~sl - 9. 

**Gan Frcm.cisco Chronicle, March 16, 1891, page 10 , columns 1 ~ 5 

~san Francisco Chronicle, January 28, 1894, page 1, colu:un 1 - 9. 
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( Continued) 

Acbivities: (continued) 

t 

followed by a ba tt~.lion of the Eighteenth Infantry, .r.tarching 
like a wall~ The mari nes from the Battleship 11 Iowa 11 and 11 Phila
delphi~n.JlL~ds ~ very gallar.:•.t shov.r as it is not often one sees 
the men ln eros~ b()lts, for this is nlrr_or.t the only arm of 
the servi ce th~.t retain~ this picturesque relic of military 
t rappings. The trim e.."'ld l\'hi te-cap:ped officers of the navy 
next marshaled a strong body of smart·-stepping blue jackets 
from the men-of - war in the harbor. T.he "Jackies n Ylerto strong 
f'n.vcr.i tes Tii th the crowd which does not forget the men behind 
t he gtu1s . Pollolling the Hegulars came carriage~ followed by 
t he First, Fifth, and Sixth Ini"antriet~ of the Hat,ional Guard. 
Also in the parade nere man~· uniformEtd ranks and drill teams 
or the f r8.ternal orgr:tnizations. T'ne b1·ight and showy tll1.if'orms 
"<ldE:rl splendor to the procession .* 

The fol1o"::5...ng ye~r , l~e.y 14, 1901, Pr·esident Viilliar:! McKinley 
itisi ted s~n .Frvncinco. 'fhe President 1 ·who a, fCVJ months latel 
was to ba a victim of en Hssassin ' s bullet.~ wan given a welcome 
thitt cx.,~c:ede<."! nll previ ous :-ecords . A r;plendict paro.de in th 
afternoon was clinaxed by a reception at the Ferry Buildinf~ in 
the evcming. The c~·o'l';d wafJ esti•1atecl Ht 751 000 people all 
r, Hthc:..·cd in or !lea.r the· Ferry Building . The pollee we1•e unable 
to cont~·:>l the throng ru1.d assist.mcP we.s rendered by the First 
Inf~ntry a."ld r:. battalion of the Fifth Infantry. Later a troop 
of ca:t""c.:lr:.r rms added and even with this aid the crowd was still 
too l arge to hc)lrl back. The eood judgement of the Presiden·t 
i n shortcnin:; his speech was all th~t eased what might have 
been rather disastrous to many listeners . About three scor 
women faint~d and several were reported injured.~~ 

Four months later, September 19, 1901, the sane battalion of the 
Fifth lnf'~ntry Regiment took part in a JicKinley Mernorial pro
cession held in Oakland.. i!emorial aervices were held through
o-:..tt ·the.; Uni teci. States on the nineteenth. 'Ih(;.; procession st~u·tcd 
at 1:05 P .:.!. > led by two pl atoons of police . Next came the 
United St n.tE..s iarine 5and and a battal.ton of marines from the 
Naval station followed by Naval Cade ts. Next came the First 
Battalion, Fifth Inff:.lltl"Y R~ginent w1der co:w11&""1d of Major c. T • 

• ooo • 

*~ ~- . Fra.."lcisco Examiner, September 11, -1900, page 7, colu.."i'lllS 2,3, 4. 

**San Francisco Examiner , ~ay 15, 1901, pages 1, 2 , 3. 

-14-



FIFTH Ii~.F!-.NTRY ';. LGI.'ffiN'J: (Cont.l.nued.) 

Activities: (Continu~d) 

Poulter, followed by the VetGran .r.eser•ves, C.ompc.ny r~ . 

In the . neconct .aivislon. of the pa.r~.~.de ~" :i. S the only carriage in 
the entire procession. It was a cc; rria;?.e d!'[;t'm b·r ~1-..· bl2ck h)rses, 
draped in n~ts of mourni ng. Each .horse w&s led by an attendant . 
An American flog was dre.>ed over the after part of t~e vehi cle . 
T'l-:tis was the carriage occupied b:y~ the L[l te President r:..b.Jut f.:mr 
months before, ~··1en he visited Oakland . On the sc~.t where Pl·E!s
ident McKi nley hrld sat was a l Drge cluster of Japp&nese lllies, 
tied with n bow of broad bl.:-cl~ silk ribbon. On the outer side 
of (~ach door of the carriage wc.s s chu.nlet of l;;urel lefi.VAs 
similarly tled . The pall bearers, c .. ccmlfHlnying the carri 'lge,. 
ore creme and marched. on either side oi' t ile vehicle. The mem

bers of the Grand Arr.ay of the Republic ::osts , ab0UG 200 strong , 
com~)leted the secon<l division. 

The Fifth 1nfantry .Band hearted the thirct division of tlw o~n·ad.e 
hich was composed of t he !Lasonic Lodges , Odd }ellows Lodef's nnd 

t :1.e :{nltjhts of Pythi2ns . The fourth division cons is ted of th~ 
Native Sons of the Golden West . The A. o. U. W. , the Woodmen 

f the World, tho i(n tghtz of the Mace<=~. bees, the Herman Sons, and 
thA Dohe~ians of America.~ 

[n Au.gn~t 1903, the Gran:1 Army o.:f the Republic ae:a in rreld their 
annual encampment in 8an ~rnnclsco. Once again the Fifth Infantr y 
Regi >nent journeyed to San .lf'ra.ncisco t o p:Jrade in honor of the 
Civil "t1':ar veterans, <:md it ·,;ns antici?ateii th~t .it w·:mld be about 
the l t'ls -t; big enca:npment. to be held on tne Paclfic Goast, as the 
ranks were beginning to thin out to SlJCh an extent that before 
they re,turned here agnin a gre3.t many would hal/'e answered the lc.st 
su.m11ons . ** 
On June 20 1 1914 , the Fifth Regiment journeyed. to San francisco 
to parade at the runcrnl of 9rigadier- Ceneral Sdwin A. f orbes, 
AJJ~t~n~-~cncral of the Natl~n~l Guard of California. Governor 
lliram Johnson issu0d the f~J.l:)1'!in~~ <Jt2t-t>utent:*** 

.ooo. 
*Oakland Enquirer , September 19, 1901, page 2, columns 1- 3 . 

-
**Jaklanl Enquirer , .Aug~st 18, 1903, page 8, c:>lu.mns 1,2. 

***San Jose Mercury Herald, June 20 , 1915 . page 17, column 5. 
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FIFTH INFANTRY HEGIY.Elfl: ~Cc:m.~~nu.ed) 

ctivities: (continued) 

''All of · us who have been int1Dtltely &ssocinted with 
General Forbes are shocked and grieved at his death. 
~. e had learned to h&ve a &reat respect and s ffection 
for him. He wr.s a loyal friend, a man of attainments 
and the highest ch=..racter with a person:;.lity that won 
all whom he met. The Sta~e h8s suffered an irreparable 
loss. General F'orbes w~s tho bes t and most comp~tent 
adjutant general Cali:fornia ever had . He took command 
of t he Cali.f·,:rnic GuB.rd a t ~"l time when it was disorgan
ized and little recognized. He developed a guard of 
the hlghest efficiency and a citizen soldiery in Cal
ifornin, second. to that of no other state. The loss 
of General Forbes is not alone to all of us who kne 
him and loved him, but is a loss as well to the people 
of the Stcte of California." 

Follcr:inL~ the history ::>:f pn;.·ades t1nd social rlt'~ ti vi tics of the 
Ftfth Infantry Regiment it is proner th:: t the more serious 11ur
po~o f:)r whlc~ the J.'la.tiono.l Guard- is organized should ·oe n1r-
ra ted. ':he fi:t·n t se!'vice v'4S rencered durlllf~ the Rai.Lro&Cl. 
Strike of 1894. Tbe report of CJlonel D. B. ··Fa.il'i>Htlks , command
ing the Fifth Regiment , indicates th::t t-. thP regiment J1as divirl ed 
::.!'::': . ..:!lifted se~le.ral times during the l abor trouble . The record 
:::hawed that Companies A, c, D, E, F, and G, were assembled at 
t he armo1·ies of A ::.net F on July l~ourth. On July fifth, Companies 
A, F, a~~ G, were dismissed. On July sixth, Company n w~s or
dered to San Jose for duty. Dur.ing July se•J ent"l, eighth, and 
nint~ , Co.n;Janies C and E remf ined in t he 'Dalr.la:ni a-r!';lary. Com-
o any B at SG.:n Jose was . jolneJ by Co':lliJany D at San .T·1se and. the 
trm co.mp..:t~"lics \~· ere unde.r eo:n .... :~1ad of LieutE·nc.tnt-C•1lOrle 
\ihi~ton. The two units \~-cT e held it1 ;_•eadiut:ss ~m t he Hl'mory 
at ~a.n JQse U."ltil thP. nlnth, t~hen the cormnnnd whs moved to t 11e 
Fnir Grounds nearby in ordPr to m.ai.ntain t~1e men's health, e:..s 
the confinement in the armory was affecting the Guurdsmen. 

On June tenth, Colonel ~nitton received orders from the Sheriff , 
of Santa Clara County, to move to the vicinity of the San Jose 
r'">undhouse, und protect life an:l property . The two ,units re
mained on duty till July sixteenth, when Company D was relieved 
~nd returned to Oaklc.nd. Company B was held Rt the armory in 
Sa!l .J use w1til July t;;enticth, w~en it was dismissed . Me:anwhile, 
Comp;.nies A, c, E, F, and G, ~:ere ordered into camp a t Piedmont 
on the tv,elfth, a:1d on the thir· Lee.ath .vere ordered to Alameda 
Point by · the Sheriff of Al&!Ilcda County . · On the fifteenth, Corn.
pany F wus ordered to Hi gh Street, Alameda • to guard railroad 
property. On July sixteenth, Company A was ordered to Port Costa , 
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