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COMPANY D 

Company D, Ninth Infantry Regiment, 

eferencet Adjutant General's Files 
Location; Pomona, Los Angeles County 

Organized October 281 1887 
Reconstituted Uay 5, 1888* 
Reconstituted Fp.bruary 8, 1890** 
Reconstitut3d December 9 1 1895*** 

c 
James A. Driffill, Captain 1888 

1888 James L• Howland, First Lieut •. 
(promoted Lieut. Col. Seventh 
Infantry. May 41 1891) 

illiam o, Welch, First Lieut. 
(promot~d Capt.) 

Feb. 10, 1891 

illiiam 0. Welch, Captain 
James L. McComas. First Lieut. 
Edwin L. Moore, First Lieut. 

illiam 0 •. Welch, Captain 
(reelected June ~OL 1893) 

Edwin L. Moore, First ieut. 
(reelected Feb. 241 1894) 
(resigned Oct. 1, 1895) 

ay 9, 1891 
ay 10, 1891 

Dec.22, 1891 

.QQ 
Jan. 5, 1889**** 
Jan. 5, 1889**** 

Mar. 14, 1891 

May 26, 1891 
Kay 26, 1891 . 
Jan .. 10, 1892 

illiam 0. Welch, Captain 
(reelected July 21, 1895) 

Carl J. Ralph, First Lieut. Nov. 19, 1895 Dec. 21,1895 

.ooo. 
pany D, Seventh Infantry Battalion, 

redesignated as <;o .... p~y D, Seventh Infantry Regiment, May 5, 1888. 
Adjutant General Report 1887-1888, pa~e 3. 

**Company D, Seventh Infantry Regiment detached from Seventh Infantry 
and attached to Ninth InfaDtry_ Regiment, F~b~uary 8 1 1890, as Com
paay D. Adjut~mt Genc1·al Report 1889-1890, page 4. 

***Company D, when the Ninth Infantry disbanded December 71 189o, was 
redesignated as Company D, Second Battalion. Two days later, Decem
ber ninth, Company ·D was designated Coopany D, Seventh Infantry 
Regiment, First Brigade. Adjutant General Report 1895-1896, page 28. 

****Captain James A. Driffill and ~ieutenant James L. Howland, retained 
their former commissions as ofAJanuary 5, 1889, when they commanded 
Company D, Seventh Infantry Battalion. 
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(Continued) 

Activities: 
~ 

Brigao.e. 

Among the essential military requirements of the l:i.::;.tional Guard, 
\tere to be annual 
1890, every of 

ere re~uired by law to 
onth::; of June a.11d Sentcmber of 

ernbers of Company D shot.~ed a keen · interes t :l.n 
m1d the attend~~ce increased fully ten 

.per cent over the previous year . There were no first class medals 
issued- to members of Company D during 1891. However, .Second Lieu
tenant T . B. Thomas and ?ri vate ·G. D. Winters were awardee. second. 
class medals after reaching scores of eighty- one and eighty, :·e
spectively, out ol' a possible 100 shots . 1bere were also thlrty
six members who received third class medals during the same year . 
~vidently there was lacl: of interest in tar&et practice 
the years that followed as during the company! s existence t11erc 
i _s no further record of medals being issued to any member· of 
Company D.-

The first encampment Comnan~r D participated in v:a 
onica, 1'rom August 15 to 24 -t: 1~. This was a b1·ig! 
hich includefi the t>eventh and Hlnth Reelil1cn t~. · Under 

Captatn \\m. Welch, Company D won ·much distincti on, both ·J.. 

and shoottng . The regiment as a whole, \7as highly _:.>rai:::: ..... 
Captain 0 • Connell of the First United States Artiller:r. In r·· 
vieV1ing th·~ troops the C?ptain stated that the Ninth Hegiment 
far superior to all other regiments in the National Guard of' Cali
fornia . 

. vOo. 

Ad j utant General Report 1887-1888 1 page 3 . 
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COMPANY D (Conti nued) 

Activities ; (continued) 

The unit 'Darticinc:tcd in thE' 
of 1892, held at"' Pomona . 'l'ne 
the Relief Corps and cit.tzenn 
bers of Comunnv D . ~'" 

eiL.ori~l Day Celebration and pal'ade 
ocession, followed by ladies o 

generally, was headed by the mem-

On July Fourth of the sarae year , the city of Pomona held the 
grer:-"te::;t celebration the citizens h u.d ever \'Ji tnessed t here. 
~ain the local unit of the National Guard, Company D, we.s.se
lccted to sha re in leading t h e pm,ade which v.as f i rst on the pro
gram. Tl~is parade woul d have done credit t o a much larger city, 
the cnl:r difference. beir..g thm·e t"as not <.: 0 many purtici) ants in 
~he par·ade as a l;.n.·ger city n ight have had. The procession wa s 
heac!e(}. by Grand Uarshal D. n . Hnrdy S:!li th and diret:tly i'ollov:cd 
by Conpan~r D and the Ninth Inf ant1,y Regimen t Band. Among t he 
participants of the gala affa ir were a group of uounted police, 
a ca1·ri ag e containing the s peaker and othe1· ofi'icGrs of t h e day , 
&'1.d s.ch•)ol children gaily c.ttired in red, ·white and blue . Aside 
from thes e, the:..·e were nume1~ous oth!3r contingents such as t h e 
City li'i1·e Depal~tment , with the hook and ladder company, Ship of 
State, bicycle brigade, trades display and many others of impor
tance . Afte1· the par ade, the city was quite deserted as ever~rone 
left for the City Park where a band concert was given . Another 
ttracti ve feature \~s. s the old fashioned bas.kct picnic wi1ich 'ii'as 

followed by an exciting ball game by Pomona players. The last 
of the day ' s outdoor activities, was a dress parade ~d guard 

otult by the members of Company D, which climaxed a grnnd celebra
tion . The unit was coa~ented upon , by all who witnessed t he cele-· 
bration> i n performing so splendidly . ** 

On June 24, 1894, a nationwide railroad strike completely paralyzed 
the transportation facil'itics of the State . For so:ne t.mknoY-m 
reason, Company D and the other 1.mi ts of t he Ninth Infa!1try v\ei 
not called into active service . It was during th.ls railroad 
strike , that a need for a co..uylete reorganization of t h e N~tional 
Guard was apparent .. The most important result of t he reorgani za.
tir->n wa~ that many of the top officers were placed on the retired 
list . This corrected a situation that had len:~ existed in t h e 
Guard, namely , that the service was top- hea '7 v;i th ·~ o r11.'1laJ:1ding offi
cers . On December 7 , 1895, General Order No . 17 , was i;:,sued ;,hicb 

.ooo. 

' *L-os- -Angeles Times, May 31, 1892 , page 7 , column 2 . 

Los Angeles Times , July 5 , 1892, I-'aee 7 , c olumn 3 . 
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