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few of his officers were unobjectionable men, by far the larger 
part of his adherents were a disgrace to any civilization. Conse
quently, all classes in the South joined the movement "vith great 
alacrity to rid the country of what was considered a great scourge. 

Wilson was then on the Jurupa Ranch and was acting as 
the Alcalde of the District. He says he had hesitated to accept 
thi:; position, because he was not a Mexican citizen and, hence, 
not obliged to perform any municipal duties, but at the request 
of his friends and in defense of his own interests, he had finally 
consented to act. Abel Stearns, who was then the Prefect of the 
District, ordered Wilson to summon every man capable of bear
ing arms in his district and to bring them to Los Angeles. He 
obeyed right a way and arrived in Los Angeles very quickly with 
twenty or thirty men. There, he found practically every man 
he knew, among them John Rowland and William Workman, 
armed and determined to do everything in their power to hold 
back the invaders. Early the next morning, they all marched 
out to the Cahuenga Valley. Workman had a group of Americans 
under him. They all joined forces regardless of who was in com
mand, with the result that there were about fifty men in the 
group, determined, as Wilson says, to give the enemy a regular 
mountaineer reception. Jose Castro was the nominal commander 
of the local forces, but Governor Pio Pico and his brother, Andres 
Pico, were in actual command. vVhen they arrived in the 
Cahuenga Valley, they heard that Micheltorena had camped the 
night before at the Encino Ranch. 

They took their position and awaited the enemy's arrival 
and about noon both parties began firing their cannon at each 
other as soon as they were in sight. No human was killed or 
hurt but one horse had his head shot off. 

Workman, and Wilson, knowing that there were a group of 
Americans in the Micheltorena party, commanded by some of 
their old friends, and feeling convinced that the Americans were 
ill the group under a misapprehension and that all they would 
have to do to induce them to leave Micheltorena would be to get 
hold of them and talk the matter over, agreed that Wilson should 
g'o ahead under a white flag and get in touch "vith the Americans 
ill the other group. James McKinley, of Monterey, who was 
dOWII here at the time, went along with Wilson under the white 
n H ~ . Tll(~y W(~rc shot at on the way but soon got in touch with 
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the Americans on the other side. John Bidwell and some of the 
others came to them and Wilson made them a little speech, which 
he relates as follows: 

"We in the southern portion of California are settled-many 
of you are settled and others expect to be settled. This rabble 
that you are with of Micheltorena's are unfriendly to respectable 
humanity, and especially to Americans. The native Californians 
whose side we have espoused, have ever treated us kindly. If 
the Micheltorena rabble hold their own in this country, that will 
constitute an element hostile to all enterprises, and most par
ticularly American enterprise." 

The others remarked that so far so good, but that a lot of 
the young American men had been induced by Micheltorena to 
join him by promising to give them land, that a number of them 
already held grants and what would Governor Pio Pico do about 
t.hese land grants if they left Micheltorena and went over to his 
side? Wilson had an answer ready for that, stating that he had 
t.alked with Don Pio Pico that very morning on the same subject; 
t.hat Pico was close at hand and he would bring him in so that 
he could answer their questions personally. This he proceeded 
to do. Pico immediately asked the Americans how many of them 
were citizens of Mexico and they replied that none of them were. 
1 Ie then explained to them that the Micheltorena grants would 
he utterly void, but that if they would abandon the Micheltorena 
couse, he would give his word of honor as a gentleman, and that 
or Don Benito Wilson and Don Julian Workman, to carry out 
t.his promise: 

"I will protect all and each one of you in the land that you 
hold now, in quiet and peaceful possession, and promise you 
further that if you will take the necessary steps to become citizens 
of Mexico, I under my authority and the laws of Mexico, will 
issue to your people proper titles." 

Wilson interpreted what Pico said to the men; that con
vinced them; they said it was all they wanted, and they promised 
1101. to fire a gun against the Southerners, provided, of course, 
1hal 1hey were not required to fight on the Southern side. This 
was agreeable and thus the American contingent was eliminated 
1'1'0111 lllp. Michcli.orena horde. Micheltorena later tried to out
[1 ; 11 lit liJ (' SOIII h('J"lI crs bnt [,lwy caught: up with him on the Los 
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Angeles River, in the Los Feliz Ranch, whereupon Micheltorena 
surrendered and was forced to march back up the Los Angeles 
River to the Cahuenga Pass, and from thence down to the plains 
west of Los Angeles and across to San Pedro, where he embarked 
on a vessel and was taken back to Mexico. Wilson says that after 
that campaign they all went home, perfectly satisfied with the 
result. 

Nothing of great interest seems to have happened thereafter, 
and Wilson devoted himself to his ranch, until the declaration 
of war between Mexico and the United States in 1846. Com
modore Sloat raised the American flag over Monterey and the 
excitement was intense in Los Angeles because of rumors that the 
Americans were on the march. Wilson was still Alcalde, or 
Justice of the Peace, in his district, and was summoned by the 
Governor Pio Pico, to cooperate in the raising of forces to repel 
the invaders. To this demand he declined, being, as he says, an 
American citizen and not a military man, the latter, I would say, 
being an understatement. He was then threatened with arrest 
if he did not comply, so he gathered around him about a dozen 
Americans who had left Los Angeles because of the unpleasant 
circumstances. He sent back word to the Governor not to try to 
arrest him and his group for he would resist, but that if he would 
consider that Wilson was not a Mexican citizen, nor a man dis
posed to do military duty, he would pledge his word to be peace
able and to do no act hostile to the country. That seemed satisfac
tory as he heard nothing more about the matter until Com
modore Stockton arrived with his squadron in San Pedro Bay. 
Then Governor Pico sent Wilson a friendly note, asking him to 
come and see him, as he wanted to talk to him. In Wilson's 
words, this is what the Governor had to say: 

" 'My time here as Governor is no doubt very short. You have 
always been a friend of mine, and are married to a daughter of 
one of my warmest friends. What can I do for you?' 

"He asked me if there was no tract of land that I would like 
him to grant me whilst he had, as he thought~ the power to do 
il.. I answered laughingly, de:::lining, as I was not a citizen, to 
which he remarked with a laugh, that everyone thought I was, 
('v(~n if I was not. Governor Pico went on to say that tomorrow 
wOldd probahly he his last clay; that he was going to leave, for 
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BENJAMIN D. VVILSON AND WIFE 

Grandfather and Grandmother of General George S. Patton, Jr. 
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When one considers the fact that Don Benito, as a com
parative youngster, had the confidence of not only the Califor
nians, but also of the Americans, that he was the trusted advisor 
of Commodore Sloat and also General Kearney, that his leader
ship was sought in all of the early emergencies, that he was 
trusted, time after time, with important civic and military re
sponsibilities and that he never failed in any of these responsibili
ties, I believe, as I said at the beginning, that he was the strong 
American of that formative period. Perhaps the greatest contri 
bution he made to the country was the fact that he was the 
grandfather of General George S. Patton, Jr., and I like to believe 
that much of the General's fearlessness, intiative, dash, and 
strength of character came from his maternal grandfather. 
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An Estima! . 

turbulence 8!:.::' 

gan with the G( : ':: . 
era of the great i. " 

was endemic throughol~: :l.. 
0south as well as in the ::-.c '-, 

Alley" of Los Angeles f u.:...lS 
and brothels of the north~: 

But the lawlessness .~: ' 
pueblo was of one order: ," 
rich, undisciplined, cos :~: " 
another. Crimes of ,-iol;::" 
fellows-were common ('!, 

Francisco the alliancp 1: ' ~ 
made the situation infin!-:::' 

During those years < 
lowed a fairly consistec - ~ 
while the law enforce..ll: ;:'~'" 
the criminals or at best x 
Then, when at last the s.' 
raged citizens took m attp,· 
enforcement program c': ' ' 
the most notorious cr:::: 
state. Action of this kin " 
known as the Hound" '-r- _ 
later a large number of _ " 
well-organized body tl:.a: 


