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Second Company Coast Art1~lery Corps ·---
Reference : Adjutant Generalis Files 
Location: San Franclsc:), San Francisc,J County 

Organized Uay 28, 1868 
Reconstituted Dece~ber 9, 1895* 
Kustered into Federal Service May 6 1 1898** 

ustered out Federal Service September 21, 1899*** 
Re-entered National Guard Novcruber 19, 1899**** 
Reconstituted April 19, 1901~•••~ 
Redesignated Uay 11, l907*~MftM§ 
Reconstituted April 21, 1909X 
ustered into Federal Service August 22, 1917xx 

Ggm;nand.ng Officers 
__ ame ~- Rank 
esirles Jacob Uund, Capt . 

-.....-
May ·-- 28, 1907· 

(Promoted to Major ) 28, 190?**** William H. aomer, First Lieut. May 
(Promoted to Capt. Niuth· 9d. 
Coast Artillery Corps) k"l· 

illiam A. Tit, First Lieut. Aug. 2, 1910 ~'!f 

William A. Titt, Capt. 
)Resigned Oct. 11, 1912) Se:pt. 5, 1911 

Harry C. Eastmen, First Lieut. Sept.lO, 1912 
(Elected Capt. did not qualLfy) 

omer C. Rai1som, First Lieut. 'fviay 271 1913 

Apr. 21, 1909 

-·sept. 14, 1910 

Oct. 28, 191],. 
Oct. 11, 1912 

June 21, 1913 

.ooo. 
*Company D, Sec.Jnd Artillery Reg., formerly Ger .:nania Rifles, and Co!, 4, 

Second Artillery Regiment; consolidated and designated Company F,First 
Infaz1try Regiment December 9, 1895. Adjutant General Report 1895-1896 , 
pages 86 and 88. 

**Co. F, First Inf. Reg. mustered into Fede:.·a l Service for duty during 
the Spani~h-Americatl ~IJnr May 6, 1898.; Adjut.ant General Report 1896-1898 
page 6. ~ 

***Co. F, as part of the F.irst Inf. Re~. was -. mustered~:out~..cnf Federal 
Service September 21, 1899. Adjutant Genei·c.l Report 1899-1900, p. 4. 

***Co. F, as part of the First Inf. Ree. re-enter ed. the National Guard 
ove:nbet· 29, 1899. Adjutant General Report. 1899~·1900, page 79. 

••••*Co •. F, First Inf. Reg. redesignated Battery A, First Battclion ·coast 
rtillery April 19, 1901. Adjutant General Report 1901·-1902, p. 66. 

General Order # 5 1 pur. 3. 
•••Jt•*B&tteries A and D First Battalion Coast Artillery consolidated and de-

signated Co. K, Fifth Inf. Reg • .May 11, 1907. Ad.1utnnt General Report 
907-1908, page 4. 

xCo!D.p.:iny :K, Fifth Ir!f. Reg. redesign~ ted Second Company, Coast Artillery 
Corps, Apr. 2lj, 1909 .. Genernl and Snectal Orders and Circulars. 1909, 
General Order ff 9, par. 2. 

xx Second ·Company as part of the Coast Art Ulery Corp's mustet•ed into 
Federal Service for duty during the world War August 22, 1917. 
uster Roll Second Company, First Coast Defense Command August, 1917. 

Adjutant General Files. 



SECOND C y co .T .Y CORPS (Continued) 

Co anding Officers (continued) 
Name 
Rutherford B. Moore, Capt. 

(discharged Jan. 6, 1914) 
omer c. Ransom, Capt. 

(resigned Mar. 29, 1915) 
Martin c. Walton, First Lieut. 

(resigned .Oct. 11, 1915) 

Charles D. Ostrom, Capt. 
(resigned Dec. 9, 1916) 

Clarence E. Heald, Capt• 

Rank 
arch 2s, 1913 

Jan. 

June 

Nov. 

Jan~ 

27, 1914 

10, 1914 

16, 1915 

9, 1917 
Lester A. Daugherty_, First Lieut.Nov. 16, 191 

(resigned July 11, 1917) 
George Hanna Hagar,. Firat Lieut.Aug. 4, 1917 

tivities: 

Com:nission 
April 10, 1913 

April 7, 1914 

June 10, 1914 

Dec. 1915 -
eb. a, 1917 

Jan. a, 1916 . 

.ug 4, 1~17 

The history of the unit that became ~econd Company Coast Artillery 
Corps on April 21, 1~09 1 dates b~ck to May 28, 1868, when , the 
Germania Rifles was organized. ~he Uernania Rifles was designated· 
as Company D, Second Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade, Califor nia 
National Guard. On June 1, 1881, the Second Infantry Regiment was 
redesignated Second Artillery Hegiment, so. the former Germania 
Rifles became Battery D, Second Artillery Regiment on that date. 
The next change came on December 7, 1895,when Battery F, Second 
rtillery wn.s consolida.ted with, Battery= D and designated Company 

F, First Infantry hegiment two days later, December 9 1 1895. The 
unit remained in the l''irst Regiment until April 1~, 1901, when 
Companies e, F, G and K, were r.edesign;"ted Companies A, B, c, and 
D, .F'irst Battalion Coast Artillery. The .former Ge1·mnnia li.ifl.es be­
came Company A, Fi:rst Battalion Coast Artillei'y. In 1907 the First 
Battalion 1~oast Artillery disconti!lued and Company D was consolidate:! 
ith Company A and' transferred to the Fifth Infan:try Regiment as Com­

pany K. Two years later April 21, 1909, Company A. was transfei·red 
to the newly or·g anized Coast Artillery Corps and designated Second 
Company. The united therefore was forty-one yoa1·s old when this 
story begins. · 

.fter all these years and changes it seems proper to start out r-ith 
the r eport of Colonel 1bomas ~ilhel.m, Inspector-General National Guard 
of California,. which was, held about three months before Conpany K, 
'ifth Infanty Regiment beceme Second Company. llis report is as 

follows: · 

"This company is made up of a good class of men and cl'ln 
be depended upo!} in its entirety in case of emergency .• 
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SECOND COMPANY COAST ARTILLl<..F.Y COf..PS (Continued) 

Activitiest (continued) 

and comprehensive in its nature. Starting with 
such simPle details as what cons..titute.s a gun, 
and emplacement, a batte.ry c:.nd t ne nomenclature 
ot each, Captain Casey -led us through the mazes 
of the- location, equipment, operation and use of 
Range Stations Plotting .ROom, Battery commanders 
Stations, and tire ~ommanders ~tations. Next foll­
owed an elaboration upon the different methods of 
rangefinding and range correction, the influence 
of wind and atmospheric conditions upon the course 
of the projectile, and how to corredt for drift, 
tide and travel of target.. At the beginning, 
the course appeared to be complicated -that I felt 
it was time wasted f'or us to attempt the work • 
. As the daily 'drill.s went on however, the enthusiasm 

~
f the National Guard coupled with the patience and 
nterest of their instx·uctiors, Capt~in Casey and ~1s 
en, over came all physical and mental obstructions, 

und before the time for breaking camp arrived, the 
State troops Viere without assist.:mce accurately per­
forming every detail from range finding to discharg­
ing full practice cbarges at targets over six thousand 
feet distant. 11 

The nen encampment of the Coast Artillery Corps was held June ll to 
181 1.9101 inclusive at the same location as the previous year.. Some 
excerpts . from the report of Captain C. J. Mund~ Second Company will 
be given as follows: 

"All the duties of both officers and men •ere, it 
seems to me, preformed in a most commendable manner. 
The relations · existing between the hegular officers arl.d 
the National Guax-d was a plea.sa..tlt, interesting and · 
instructive ·one, offering ·unentrammeled tac.ilities 
for instruction. During the drills atid service firing, 
I was with the Battery Ca.rJL.'Uander, Captain H. R._ Casay 
and received thorough instructions from him as to my · 
duties, :particularly during the service :t .. iring. 
Through his constant coaching, l \tas enabled to hit 
the stationary target on the las}> shot and came very 
near on the other three shots~ 1he excellent example 
tet by the regular soldiers in discipline and courtesy 
was of profit to the men of ffiY com_varl.y and, I believe, 
will be of' lasting benefit. :1\he work was of an interest­
ini nature and every opportunity was afforded by the 

-o-
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(Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

record is obtained from the records of the number of men in each 
unit who won a medal. In 1910 the Second Company had seventeen 
medal men and were the third best in the regiment. In 1912 Second 
Company had seventeen men who were expert shots with tbe , rifle, but 
dropped to fourth place among the units in the Corps. In 1913 there 

re fifteen .expert shots and that year Second Company dropped to 
fifth .place. The next year, 1914 the unit had only twelve medal 

en and therefore dropped to seventh place. Two years later there 
ere twelve medal men, but improvement in other units forced the 

Second Company into eighth place in the Corps. 

Perhaps some of the failure of the Second Co.npany to maintain its 
former high standard of efficiency was due to the unfo1•tunate dif'f'ic­
ulty that the unit had with its commanding officer Rutherford B. 
Moore .• . Captain Moore's over indulgence in intoxicating liquors 
l ad to the ruination of his career as a military officer. He used 
the company's funds to pay liquor bills and was relieved of his 
command of the Second Company on September 4, 1913. He was brought 
to trial before an examining board and was found guilty and on 
January G, 1914, was dismissed from the service of the National 
Guard. First Lieutenant Homer c. Ransom, was promoted to the Capt­
a.incy 'of the Second Company on January 27* 1914. 

The Second Company as part of the Coast Artillery Corps participated 
in many parades. A few of the most important were on the occasion 
of the Portola celebratton October 19, 1909, and also October 22, 191.,; 
for President William Howard Faft on, October 14, 1911. Then on 

ay 2, 19141 the Ball of All Nations; on July 17, 1915, the parade 
accompanying the Liberty Bell to the Exposition Grounds . Four days 
later October 211 19151 the Second Company acted as escort for 
ex-President Theodore Roosevelt when he visited San Francisco. 
Another occasion· was on October 4, 1916, when a Path of Gold parade 
and celebration was held in San Francisco.* 

During the troublesome days of 1916 along the United States-Mexico 
border that eventually led to the calllng of most of the Nnti unal 
Guard of California into Federal Service, the Coast Artillery Corpw 
was not called. The Second Company however, did not have to wait 
very long before the call of Pz·esident Woodrow Wilson ordered the 
National Guard into Federal Service for duty dw·ing the World War. 
This occured on August 5, 1917, ?:hen the Se~niL Company was designated 
Twenty-Second Company, Coast Defense command ana mustered into th 
Federal Service. 

.ooo. 
*lt'or further information on parades by Second Company refer to 

the History of Coast Artillery Corps. 
Adjutant General's Office. 
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