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urth Company, Coast Art,i.llery Corps, First Brigade 
Reference: Adjuta .t General's Files 
Loca.tion: San .Francisco, San Francisco C;,)unty 

Organized November 12, 1858 
Reorganized March 26, 1880* 
Reorganized and consolidated June 22, 1885** 
Reconstituted December 9, 1895*** 
uste r ed into Federal Service May 6, 1898 
ustered out of Federal Service Septembe:r 21, 1899***** 

Re-entered National Guard November 29, 1899 X 
Redesignated April 19, 1901 XX 
Reconstituted May 111 1907 XXX 
Redesignated April21, 1909 XXXX 

ustered into Federal Service August 23, 1917 XXXXX 
.ooo. 

*C01npany F, formerly San Francisc9 Light Guard reorganized and desig
nated Company F, First Infantry negiment March 26, 1880. Adjutant 
Genernl Report 1880. ,_.~page 63. Ge .1eral Order # 12. 

-
**Companies F and E .F'irst Infantry Regiment consolidated and des ignated 

Company F, First Infantry Regiment , June 22, 1885. Adjutant General 
Report 1885-1886, Gen~ral urder # 3~ 1 pa~e 113. (1ote General Order 
# 66 is a misprint and should read c:m;up.any ~, ~nstead of Company E.) 

***Company F, formed from t he consolidation of Batteries D and F, Second 
Artillery Regiment and designated Company F, First Infantry Regiment. 
December 9, 1895. Adjutant General Report 1895-1896, pages 86 and 88. 

****Company F, as part of the First Inf antry Regiment was mustered into 
Feder al Service for duty during the Spanish-American Wa. , ~cy 6 , 1899. 
Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, page 4 . 

}~•••Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, page 18. General Order # 11. 
~,. # -.' 

XCompany F, as part of the .fi,irst In. an try re-entered the lia t t onal Guard 
of California N.)vember 29 1 1899. Adjutant General Report 1899-.}..900, 
page 79. 

XXCompany F, redesignated Company A, F·irst Battalion Coast Artillery, 
General Report 1901-1902, Adjutant General Report April 19, 1901. 

XXXCompanies D and F, First Regiment of I nfantry consolidated and desig
nated Company l! Fifth Infantry hegiment Hay 11, 1907. Adjutant General 
Report 1907-1908, page 4. 

X:XXXCompany lil, .lfifth Infantry neglment redesiguatec:t Fourtn t,;ompany, coa.sf 
Artillery Corps Apr. 21, 1309. General and 6 ~1ecial Orders and Circu
lars 1909. General Order # 9, paragraph 2. 

XXXXXFourth Company Coast Artillery Corps mustered into Feder al Service for 
duty during the World War . August 23 1 1917. Muster Roll, Fourth Co. 
First Coast Defense Co:runand August, 1917. Adjutant General Files. 
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FOURTH COMPANY, COAST ARTILLERY CORPS {Continuea) 

ctivities: 

Fourth Company, Coast Artillery Corps was the second oldest unit in 
~be Coast Artillery Corps, naving been organized on November 12, 1858 
in San Francisco, under ~he designation ot San Francisco Lieht Guard . 
ben the First Infantry Regiment was organized In 1861 the Llght Guard 

became a uni~ in tba~ organiza~ion and for forty-six years remained 
in that regiment. Uhen the his~oric Firs~ Infan~ry Regtment was 
.ustered out in 1~07, Company D, .First Infantry Regiment was consoli

dated with Company F, transrerrea to the Fifth Infantry Regiment, and 
designated Company U. _ Two years la~er on April 24, 1Y09, Company 
was transrerrea to tne ·newly organized Coast Artillery Corps as Fourth 
Company. At that date the history of the i Fourth Company actually be-
ins. 

ourth Company was one of the four companies or the Coast Artillery 
tional Guard of California to participate in the first an

pment at the Fresiaio on September 4 to 18 inclusive in 1go9 • 
. pment proved to be the beginning of real co-operation be

eaeral and Na~ional Guard troops wnich resulted in the 
uardsmen really becoming a first lin~ defense for manning 

that protect the San Francisco harbor. 'The report of the 
of!icers or the Fourth Company is snort and to the point . Captai~ 

• c. Jyde's first report was as follows: 

"In compliance with instructions I have the honor to 
submit the following report of duties performed by this 
company during joint artillery maneuvers, held a~ Pre
sidio of San Francisco , September 4 to 18, 1~09, inclu
sive. The company left their armory September 4, 1~09, 
at nine-thirty A. M. with two commissioned 'officer 
and thirty-five men and proceeded to the Presidio where 
camp was established. The command performed all duties 
required by General Order l~o. 10. the men were parti
cularly interested in sub-caliber practice, and made 
creditable scores. Unfortuna~ely, on account of the 
condition of Gun Number Two, Battery Lancaster to which 
my company was assigned, was unable to fire the two 
service charges, permiss ion of the ordinance officer 
to fire having been refused.. I would recommend that 
the ti~e of encampment be reduced to ten days; that 
the same be held during May or June, and that a 
reasonably long notice be given to enable the officers 
and men to arrange for their vacations during the per
of the maneuvers . " 

The fol~owing items are taken from the report of Second Lieutenant 
v. L. Sutherland, Fourth Company, National Guard of California: 

"Left armory a~ nine A. M. September fourth, marchea 
· to the Fresiaio wnere camp was establ.ished adJacent 
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FOURTH COMPANY, COaST ARTILLERY CORFS (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

to Bat~ery cranston.- Performed usual duties ot Lieu
tenant in infantry drill, close and extended order, 
and acted as Oftioer of the Day. I received instruction 
rela~ive ,to ten inch and twelve inch guns from Captain 
Cas,e·y, Un!t~~States Army. Thie instruction was 
chietly theoretical, and I believe the men received 
more benefi~ from their training at the guns because 
ot the' fact that they had more actua_l practice in the 
primary stations, plotting rooms and in manipulating 
the guns. I would recommend that all officers. be 
given more actual prac~ice in working the ins~ruments 
in primary stations and plotting rooms and in handling 
the ~.uns." 

No reports of the comreanding ofricers or Fourth Company for the en
campment of June 11 to 18, 1910, inclusive, are available. However, 
a sum:nary report by Captain Alexander T. Schenck, Coas't Artillery 
Corps, National Guard of California gives some idea as to how the ' 
Artillery corps were taking advantage or their opportunities. Th 
Captain's comments were: 

"I consider the camp of instruction ~ success in every 
detail and the officers and men . took great interest in 
every duty they were called upon to do. In view of 
the fact tllati this Corps has .. only been in the service 
a lit~le over a year, it makes it more remarkable ho 
much ground they covered during the short period they 

ere in camp. In these few remarks, it must be mentioned, 
had not the orr 1cers .ana enl.1.sted men of the regular 
service taken a' personal interest in our work we would 
not have received half the instructions we did because 
all were wor~in~. every moment ot the time." 

The Fourth Company went int.o camp at the Presidio again on July 15 
to 22, 1911, · 1nclus1 ~ve. The only company report of the encampmen~ 
that can be found is that of Second Lieutenant w. Orville Jones, 
or Fourth Company. Lieutenant Jones' report deals mostly with 
quartermaster details to which du~y he was assigned. Leaving out 
the ~quartermaster part ot his report, it reads as follows: 

"As statea above, I was assigned to the Fourth Company 
tor Artillery Dril~ and I have nothing but words of 
higll. praise for the men ot t his company, all of whom 
~orked hard and were very enthusiastic in the per
forn:n:lnoe ·or their duties. This was the largest com
pany in camp and had their complete range, gun and 
Reserve Sections, the members of which were very efficient; and 
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{Continued) 

ctivities: (Continued) 

tr• 

it was not nec essary to draw men from other companie 
to comp~ete their section to man t he gun. On the con
trary other companies were continually drawing men 
from the Fourth Company to help man the guns, and as a , 
consequence,. wnen it came turn for the .Fourth Company 
to drill with the guns, several men were tired out 
from working with a~other company. In future, I think 
something should be done to eliminate this. I would 
sug[ est that next year, if a company has its complete 
anning details, it be as s i gned to a gun by itself; 
nd that it two or more companies have not complete 
.enning aetails, they be consolidated tor artillery 

drlll and ass1£nea to a gun, insteaa ot placing a strong 
company and a weak one on the same gun and having the 

en from the strong company completely tired out by 
oing double dr11~ duty and filling positions tor the 

k pompany in order to help them make a record, which 
would be used against their own company in establ1shin 
friciency. It was necessary also for the Fourth Com-

. pany to lend their gun pointer to other companies in 
actual service practice and all or his shots were hits. 
This should also be taken into consideration in figuring 
percentages tor general efficiency. 

"This company was the first at the guns the night a 
call to ar.ms was sounded. We served a strenuous 

eek at the camp and it seems inad!isa~le to me to 
do two weeks work in one. ~ot only were the men 
worked hard and deprived G:f'. ,.spare time for themselves 
tor athletic purposes, etc., " {'which mi ght work against 
attendance at future encampments), but we were not 
able to complete the work mapned out tor us. 

"Each company was required to :fire three -s~rvice shots, 
halr of t Lem did not do so, each company was to tire 
3UO sub-caliber, only an average of 2b sho~s per com
pany were fired. It 1s reco~ended that next year 
the encampment be ror two weeks, i:f' possible, in order 
that the work may be properly performed ana it would 
be more sa~israotory to al~ concerned. Further, we 
re an artillery organization and taking into consideration 

the short time we have ror ac~ual practice at the guns, 
I t hink it would be well to drop all infantry ~ork 
hile in camp and devote our time to artillery. The 

-4-



~-~··~u --- ·-· -- _ --·-----·- --·--S \Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

companies have plenty of time through the year to devote 
to intau~ry work, and 1ns~ruc~ion in actual gun practice 
is what we need. In closing I wish to speak of the 
un1rorm courtesy ana help rendered us by the ofricers 
of tb~ regular estaolishment. Lack of space prevents my 
entioning them all by name but every officer of the · 

regular army on duty with us, did .everything in his 
power to aid and assist in making the camp a big success, 
and our every wish seemed to be anticipated by them." 

One thing noticeable in every report of the ~pr,ricers of the Coast 
t11iery Corps, National Guard of Californi~a, was that all spoke 

highly of the splendid co-operation and courtesy of· the regular 
army officers. It i.s easy to see that fri~tion pr ill feel in 
between the two branches of the military forces of the Nationa l Guard 
and the regulars would be disastrous to the successful trainin~r. of 
the Nationai Guardsmen in the use of the Coast defense guns. 

The ·. next encampment was for a period. or two 
at the }residio. Besides the usual drill at 
Coast Artillery took part ·in night 
tense or the haroor of San Francisco 
tackinu roe. 

eeks, June 1 to 15, lal2, 
the big guns, the 
that involved the de-. 
eninsula from an at-

Other encampments at the Presidio were held on July 5 to 1~, 1913; 
and May 15 to 2~, 1915. '!'he y.ear l~lti round. the Coast Artillery 
Corp·s, Nationc. l Guard or California, manning the torts without any 

s~s"Gauce rrom tne He,::Uiar trosps. 

~- . Besides the artillery encampments at the Fresiaio, Four~n company 
partic~pat.eCl ·iu several overuignt camps. . On !~ay .30 to June 1, 1~13, 
tbe Coasl. Artiiiery Corps jolneCl wl~n rive companies or ~ne Yit~h 
Infantry Regiment and Company B, Signal Corps in maneuvers in Marin 
Coun~y. Their proDle.m was ~o derend the . • ::arin County shore fro: 
n imaginary roe tha~ haCl lanaed at Bolina& Bay. The marching, camp

ing, and meeting conditions s1mi1cr to ae~uai_ •arrare, proved very 
oeuericiai to ai~ tne ~roops participa~1n~. 

~hOUGh trainea as artillery, the Artillery Corps also drilled as 
infantry. As iutantry men on the rifle range, Fourth Company did not 
ra~e nit,h, in comparison with otner units in tne Corps. In 1910 
ourth Company ranked fifth; in 1~12 and 1~1~, s1~th; 1n 1914, ninth 

ana 1n l\116 was ~1ea with .Eign~n Company for tenth position. This 
rating was based on the scores made by the Coast ~rtillery Corps, 
and the ·number of members mating scores that entitlau them to meda~s 
tor their marksmaush1p. 

ourth Company took part in a l a r ge number of parades ana celebrations 
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