
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History of the 6th Company, Coast 
Artillery Corps, National Guard of 

California 
1909-1917 

 

 

 

 

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the 
California National Guard and the California State Library. 

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 13 January 2015 

 



Sixth .company, Coast 
Reference; 
ocation: 

Or 

tth Co. 
rps Dec. r 

• S. G<:uce. Fir!t Lieut. 

• s. 
(Resigned Aug. 12, 1916) 
• 1tent~ C~pt.. 

:!.eut. 
irst 'Lieut • 

.lctiv1tles: 

• 

c~ 

ri 

redes ted , 17 

1909 9 

y 27, 1909 • 31, 1909 

Oct. 

b • 

July 

pt • 

• 

l, 191 ov. 22, 1913 

2, 1915 Mar. 15, 1915 

21, 1915 Aug • .2!3, 1915 

2,1916 Oct. 19, 191 
10, 1915 Dec. 10, 1915 

, 1917 Aug. 4, 191'7 

omvany, 

J 

r 

eport or 
t he history of 

Corps. Lieutenant 
s elected First 

to red i'n July .27, 1909. 
w~uc• ....... '".AHU, 9''""""' ........... -· .... =· p ""'"'"" -a ............. ..., .. .;o 1909. General Order .no. 19, 

int d.urlng 
pany, First Coast 



SIXTH COMP!~~y COAST P~TILLEEY CORPS (Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

The Sixth Cv:npany was about one month old when the first encampment 
of the Coast Artillery Corp3 was ordered held at the Presidio in 
San Francisco on September 4 to 181 1909. The progress of the ne 
~ompany at the encampment can best be judged by the report of Captain 
ittelstaedt, which reads as followsa 

Sentember 1 Company assembled at armory at 8:00 A.a. 
in heavy marching order; left armory at 
9:00 A.M, under com~and of Major ~· G. 

.ber 6 

September 7, 
8Llh 10 

September 16 

September 12 

September 13 

September 14 

athewson and marched to Battery Crans­
ton, Presidio of San Francisco, arriv~ 
ing there at 10;00 A,.M. and immediately 
drew rations for seven day~· Camp was 
established by 2:00 P.M. The 6ompany 
was consolidated wlth the Fourth Comp­
any for drill a..'ld assigned to Battery 
Lancaster. 

The non-commissioned officers were 
given one hour instructi~n by Lieutenant 
Schwab at Batte17 Godfrey on the no~en­
clature of the gun . 

Enlisted men were instructed in the 
nomenclature of the gun, 8&00 to 11:00 A.fi. 
Extended order drill in afternoon from 
2:00 to 3:00 P.M. 

listed men replaced Regulars at gun , 
range finding station and plotting room 
extended order drill from 2:00 to 3&00 
P.M. each .day. 

' 
Company inspection and shelter tent pitch-
ing in morning, athelitic exercises in 
the afternoon · 

Inspection or ·cowpany records by Lieut-
enant-Colonel Marsh. · 

Inspection by Lieutenant-Colonel Marsh, 
guard mount and dress parade. 

,ubcaliber target pr·actice at Battery 
Cranst~n. Trench building in the 
fternoon 
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SIXTH COMPP-~Y COhc 

Activities: (continu&d) 

RTILL~RY COHPS (Continued) 
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Subcul1ber ta;rget practice at Battery 
Cranston, afternoon practice demonstra­
tion of powder blending at Battery 
Cranston. · 

Drill 

ancaster in morning, 
t Battery Lancaster 

to fire the s 
scheduled on 

in morning. ~ere un&bl 
rvice ammunition as 

count of the hazey 
ather. 

Company 
arsh 

camp &t 
arrivin 

mustered by Lieutenant-Colon 
d paid by Uajor Smith. Brok 
10:00 P.ll. marched to aroory, 
there at 2;30 .?.M,. 

Uight drills and cull to arms occured as follows: 

9 8J45 P.L1. 

13 8sl5 P.w.. 

ScpteBber 15 8$10 P • .~~~~.. 

s 8;00 P.w., 

September 17 8;08 P.m. 

Attendt;d the following lectm·es: 

Coast Artillery 

."'call 

He call 

ReG all 

call 

... ecall 

Breech Block dismountir~ 
ngefinding und Plotting noom 

loati.."lg Targets 
Primer::: and Fus·es . 
Theory of Rangefinding 
Powder blending 

o.:15 P.m. 

9&00 P.Ul. 

8:30 P.eaa 

9:00 P.w .• 

9:00 P.~ • 

Li~utenant ... Colouel Marsh 
Captain H. R. Casey 
Lieutenant-Colonel Marsh 
Ccptain H. R. Casey 
Cap tain n. R. Casey 
Captain H. R. Casey 
Capt~in H. R. Casey 

11 P .. J.so r _ecei ved instructions 1'n .:rar1..g e station, plotting 
room and nomoncls.ture of gu."'l .from both Ca;? t&ln H. R. 
Casey and Lieutenant W. P. Currier. The camp wus ' 
success taking ever·ything :tntc C'?nsidei'uticn. 
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ct1vit1es: {continued) 
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ANY COAST ARTILLERY CORPS (Continued) 

Activities& (continued) 

The number of medal men on the rolls of the Sixth Company was not 
up to the average of most of the units in the Artillery Corps. 
However, the Sixth Company deserves credit, for from a total of 
seven medal holders in 1910, which gave it a relative standing 1n 
tlle Corps of mext to the last, the unit climbed to a tie with the 
Eleventh Company in 1916, with a score of thirty-two medal men in 
each of the companies. 

as a member of the Coast ~tillery Corp~, the Sixth Company took 
part in many parades and celebrations, besides the usual holiday 
parades of February twenty~second, Mav t~irtieth, and July fourth, 
Among the special parade~ in which the company participated. were. 
The Portola celebra'ti'ons r on~·' Oc~o\!J~l,' +9, 1909, and October 22, 19l3J 
as escort to President William Howard ··Taft on his visit to San 
Francisco .October i4, -191~1; for tpe ;Ba;LJ, .of All Nations on May 2, 
1914; as escort to the Liberty Bell ~n· its· trip through San Fran­
cisco to the Panama Pacific Exposition on July 17, 1915; as guard 
for. ex-President Theodore Roosevelt on July 21, 1915, and on 
October 4, 1916, during the Path of Gold celebration.* 

,, 
The closing chapter in the history of the Sixt h Company takes place 
ith the entrance for the United States into the World War 1n 1917. 

On August "29,1917, the Sixth Company, Coast Artillery Corps, 
National Guard of California was mustered into Federal Service for 
duty during the World War and redesignated, Twenty-Sixth Company, 
First Coast Defense Command. · 

.ooo. 

*For addition ' information regarding Parades of the Sixth Company 
refer to History of Coast Artillery Corps, National Guard of 
California. Adjutant General's .Office. 
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