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Reference: "Record of California Men in the War of the Rebellion" (1890) 
Adjutant General's Office 

Regimental Headquarters: 
Camp Alert 
Utah Territory 
Camp Union 

San Francisco 

Sa.cra:nento 

Mustered in October 17, 1861 
Mustered out July ~1, 1866 

Name 
Commanding Officers 

Rank 
Andrew J. Smith, Colonel 
Columbus Sims, Lieut. Col. 

Colu~bus Sims, Colonel 
George S. Evans , Lieut. Col. 

Georrye S. Evans, Colonel 
William Jones, Lieut. Col.* 
Edward ,11cGarry, Lieut. Col. 

Edw:rd McGarry, Colonel 
Franklin Haven, Lieut. Col. 

Sept. 10, 1861 

Nov. 13, 1861 

Charles McDermitt, Lieut. Col. ------
Ambrose E. hooper, Lieut. Col. -------

Companies Included in Second Regiment of Caval~: 

Company A: 
Headquarters: 

Mustered 
Mustered 

Camp Alert, San Francisco 
in October 2, 1861 
out April 7, 1866, June 31, 1866 

-oOo-

1861 
October 1864 
October 1864 
March 1866 

Commission 
Sept. 12, 1861 
Sept. 10, 1861 

Nov. 14, 1861 
Nov. 12, 1861 

Feb. 1, 1865 
Feb. 2, 1865 
Dec. 24, 1865 

Nov. 21, 1864 
Jan. 5, 1865' 
May 2, 1865 
Oct. 25, 1865 

*Lieutenant Colonel Williaill Jones was dishonorably discharged 
on August 5, 1864. The charges on which he was convicted 
were as follows: "Undue and gross familiarlity with the en
listed men of his command; authorizing the trading a~ay, by 
men of his command, of Government horses in his possession, 
one of which he retained qnd used as his own privbte horse; 
neglecting to chBrge art enlisted man, as required by army 
regulations, for a Government pistol; ann general neglect 
of duty." The Daily Alta Califo~ia, September 19, 1864. 



SECOND REGIMENT OF CAVALRY (Continued) 

Companies Included in Second Regiment of CavalrY: (Continued) 

Company B: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

in October ~0, 1861 

Company C: 

Mustered 
Mus tAred out June 15, 1866; April 7, 1866 

Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 
Mustered in October 22, 1861 
Mustered out Fall of 1864; May 30, 1866 

Company D: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in Octo ber 18, 1861 
Mustered out May 29 and 30, lS66 

Company E: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 7, 1861 
Mustered out June 2, 1866 

Company F: 
Headauarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 10, 1861 
Mustered out June 2, 1866 

Company G: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 11, 1861 
Mustered out Fe brue ry 1, 186£ 

Company H: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

in October 14, 1861 

Company I: 

Mustered 
Mustered out April 26, 1866 

Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 
Mustered in October 14, 1861 
Mustered out October 1864; June 24, 1866 

Company K: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 22, 1861 
Mustered out September 1864; May 18, 1866 
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Companies Inc~uded in Second Regiment of Cavalry; (Continued.) 

Company 1: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 14, 1861 
Mustered out October 1864; July 12, 1866 

Company M: 
Headquarters: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 10, 1R61 
Mustered out October 4, 1864; July 12, 1866 

Activities of the Second Regiment of Cavalry: 

After completing the organization of the Second Regiment at 
Camp Alert, San Francisco, t here was a short period for 
drill and discipline. The regiment was t hen sent by companies 
to various stations. The Regimental Headquarters went first 
to Utah Territory, remaining t here until October 1864, and 
wa s then removed to Camp Union near Sacramento, where it re
~ained until the final ~uster out of the regiment as an or
ganization in March 1866. 

Although the officers commanding t his regiment were highly 
commended for t heir outstanding ability in "far maneuvers, 
a written complaint wa s rece i ved at Headquarters from twenty 
men of the Second Calif rnia Cavalry, reprimanding Colonel 
McGarry for his addiction to the liquor habit.~A- The men stated 
in their complaint that during the fall of 1862, while the 
regiment was on a march from Fort Churchill, Nevada, to Camp 
Douglas, Utah Territory, Colonel McGarry was "drunk" most 
of the time. They accused him of such nonsense as ordering 
Company K to dismount on the desert, lie down in the road and 
go to sleep, saying that he was leaving them to go out and 
fight Indians. He also threEtened, according to the complaint, 
to shoot an enlisted man of Company K as an example to the 
other men. On another occasion he suggested tying Captain 
Smith, of the same company, behind a. wagon. Colonel McGarry 
was at this time so under the influence of liauor, that after 
ordering his men to dismount and hold their horses, he lay 
down and slept until '11orning. The men held their mounts all 
night and did not rea ch camp until the following day at sunrise. 
These ~ere but a few of the statements made by the men 
in regards to allowing such a character to be in command of 
a regiment. They felt that had an enlisted man conducted 

-oOo-

*A military complaint written from Camp Dougl as, October 1?, 
1864. On file in State Archives, State Caf itol. 
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Activities of the Second Regiment of Cavalry: (Cont~nued) 

himself in such a disgra ceful manner he would have been 
court-•nartialed and dishonorable discharged from the corn;pany. 
There are no records showing if Colonel McGarry was ever 
court-martialed for these misdemeanors or if the accusations 
had any foundation. However, the Colonel ~eld his rank until 
mustered ont of service on March 20, 1866, pursuant to General 
Order No. 13 of the Department of Californi a. 

Some of the major activities which this regiment entered into, 
during this period, were conducted against the Indians. The 
successful operations of the militia of the :.-.tevada District 
bears favorable comparison with any that were carried on 
against hostile Indians in any section of t he Union.* Several 
bands •ere entirely broken up, A.nd the country was rendered 
safe for the travelers and settlers. A survey of the State 
of Indian affairs was crnpi led during the year of 1862 and 
reported to Leland Stanford, Governor of California. A 
summary of the r esults of the survey is as fol lows :** 

The tribes found to be most active in disturbances 
during that time were the Wacopas, Monac ''es, Sierra, 
Piwuou, Attachapas, Pab, Utes, I~o~,., ves , ~ · ~ono s, "t:c 
others living on the Kern and Owens Rivers. The 
combined forces of these India~ tribes were estimRted 
as numbering one thousand, rnany of them with firearms 
and ammunition. 

A feeling of bitterness arose among a group of '~hite settlers 
to~ard a band of theee Indians who proved to be unrel i able and 
not to be trusted. The settlers, through a Mr. Bishop, had 
made an agreement with Showd~n (Chief of the tribe) to give 
the white people freedom of the range for their stock. However, 
after an absence of two weeks, the settlers returned to find 
the Indians appropriating the stock for their own use. 

Because of occurances such as this, combined with the constant 
fear of Indian depre~ ations, it was deemed necessary to place 
United States Troops in this vicinity as a protection to the 
settlers. Therefore,Lieutenant Colonel George S. Evans and 

-oOo-

*Renewal Orders No. 8, Record of California Men in the War of 
the Rebellion, page 187. 

**Results of a survey of Indian conditions by James Allen, found 
in a letter writt en by Mr. Allen from Tejon Pass to Governor 
Leland Stanford. On : ile State Archives, State Capitol. 
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Activities of the Second Regiment of Cavalry: (Continued) 

two hundred men of the Second California Cavalry were stationed 
in the Mono and Casa Valley district. Colonel Evans was in
structed to gvard the rights of the Indians as rigidly as 
those of the settlers. He was reenforced by an additional 
thirty men from Camp Latham, and together they remained in 
that vicinity keeping the Indians in check until all danger 
of Indian outbreaks had disappeared. 

Following is a report, by a special correspondent of the 11Daily 
Alta," a California newspaper, of an expedition against the 
Snake and Shoshone Indians on Bear River in northern Utah and 
southern Idaho, during the month of January 1865. This re
port is inserted here as a part of the history of the Second 
Regiment of Cavalry for the reason that the greater part of 
the force engaged was from this regiment, although the ex
pedition was commanded by Colonel P. Edward Connor of the 
Third California Infantry. Four companies of the Second 
Calif0rnia Cavalry and one company of the Third California 
Infantry took part in the battle. 

THE EXPEDITION 

The Battle of Bear niver* 

The circumstances which gave rise to the expedition against 
the Indians are numerous and diversified. The conception of 
the expedition is due to Colonel P. Edward Connor, and the 
brilliant execution of his plans and their glorious results 
are exclusively the well-earned honors of his brave officers 
and his no less oretve men. Judge J. F. KiiLl'ley issued a writ 
for the apprehension of Indian chiefs Sand Pitch, Sag Witch 
and Bear Hunter, on the charge of murdering miners passing 
to and from this city and the new gold mines in Washington 
and Dakota Territories. Colonel Conner--from the first re
ports of the murder of immigrants on the Humboldt and var
ious other localities along the northern route to California 
last summer--determined in cutting off the savages, and com
menced the carrying out of his design by the caval ry ex
pedition from Ruby Valley last fall, in which Major McGarry 
was so very successful in the accomplishments of his commander's 
instructions, save and 8Xcept in his inability to find trees 
on which to hang the murderous savages. Since that time the 
Indian attacks upon the whites, traveling t o and from the 
Dakota Mines, have only added dPtermination to determination 

-oOo-

'~Military Report concerning the Battle of Bear River will be 
found in the Record of California men in the War of the Rebellion, 

1890, Adjutant General's Office. Pages 174-180. 
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The Battle of Bea r River (Continued) 

To rid the country of this terrible scourge--this perpetual 
reign of terror; and wherever there was the slightest hope 
of reachinP the savages the gal lant Major was ordered in 
pursuit. 

On Thursday, January twenty-second, Captain Samuel N. Hoyt, 
with forty men of Company K, Third Infantry, accompanied by 
a train of fiteen wagons, taking with them two howitzers, 
left Camp Douglas with secret instructions, secret as far as 
his duties, etc., were concerned, but public enough for the 
"Indian runners" to know that the camp on Bear River was the 
destination of the troops. Through the snow the infantry 
plodded along, till beyond the confines of the city on the 
west, where the train recPived tte Volunteers. Taking into 
account the recent snows, the northerly climate, and the road 
that would have to be rrade over the summit of t he mountains, 
separating Cache and Box Elder Valleys, the infantry was to 
pursue their march leisurely, with the view also that the 
Indians might learn the strength of the Volunteers, and basing 
calculations thereon, would gather in their stronghold and 
have a battl e. The ruse was successful. 

On the morning of the sixth day's march, as Captain Hoyt and 
his men entered the town of Franklin, Bear Hunter left it. 
The same evening, after a four days' ride one of sixty miles 
and the others of easier marches, over the mountains, in 
deer snow and with a piercing, cold, bitter wind that nearly 
disebled a ttird of the command, .&tajor McGarry with two 
hundred cava:_ry, accomFanied by Colonel Connor and his aids, 
at midnight rode into the settlement and fraternized with 
the Infantry. The Indians could know nothing of the approach 
of any cavalry7 and thus far the plan for their destruction had 
been successfully concealed. The infantry had order to march 
at the first hours of morning , and the cavalry to rest for 
a few hours. The unbroken roads impeded the progress of the 
infantry, and the heavy howitzers were clearly to fall in 
the rear; yet concealment being success, the cavalry aashed 
on at its appointed hour, and reached the banks of Bear River 
before the dawn of day had fully illuminated the field of 
contest. 

The orders to "load" and "forward" soon succeeded each other, 
and Major McGarry, Elccompanied by major Gallagher, led the 
way into the river with Company K, Second Cavalry, Lieutenant 
Darwin Chase and fifty men; Company M, Second Cavalry, Captain 
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The Battle of Bear River (Continued) 

George F. Price and fifty men; Company H, Second Cavalry, 
Captain Daniel mcLean and fifty men; and Company A, Second 
Cavalry, Lieutenant Guinn and fifty men . The passage of 
the river was extremely difficult, from the hard ice at 
its bottom, underlying the current that carried also broken 
sheets of ice with it, to the incessant noise and danger of 
upsetting the horses and their riders. The companies of 
Price and Chase, first reaching the northern bank of the 
river, had orders to adv&nce , and after a short Gallop they 
halted at the foot of the mountains to form in line of battle. 
The companies of McLean and Quinn were soon up in the rear, 
but before the men had all dismounted the Indians had 
SBluted them with a shower of lend, woundirrg one of the 
Volunteers. 

Colonel Connor had remained on the south bank of the river, 
giving instructions for the passage of the Infantry and the 
howitzers when they should get up, and had instructed Major 
McGarry to surround the ravine in which the lndians had 
camped, and had no expectation of opening the fight until 
the infantry had arrived; but the Indians preci~itated the 
engagement and the Major, unable to flank them with the 
first two companies at his disposal, . ordere~ them to advance 
as skirmishers. The Colonel was over the river and up at 
the fight in a few minutes after, and the other com~anies 
acvRnced in the same order. 

As the dismounted c~ vaJ ry advanced towards the ravine, the 
Indians nho had been on the bencres bordering upon it 
tantalizing our troops to advance immediately retreated, and 
as the Volunteers approached, sent out their deadly fire, 
which sent down the men "like the leaves of autumn." The 
completely concealed and protected Indians had then before 
them the fight a.s they wanted it, but the Colonel immediately 
ordered the men to cover themselves as well as they could 
and save their ammunition, while he ordered Major McGarry 
and a detachment of men to climb the mountain to the north, 
outflank t hem, and take them in the rear from the west side. 
Skirmishing as they went northward, the detachment out
flanked the Indians on the left, while the other cavalry 
engaged them in front. By this time the infantry under 
Captain Hoyt had arrived. Hearing the firing while yet 
at a distance, the infantry hastened up the river, and in 
their eagerness for a share of the fight attempted to ford 
t he river on foot, but finding it impossible with safety 
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The Battle o:f Bear .n.iver (Continued) 

to themselves and to their arms, fell .~ck~. The cavalry 
horses were sent over to them, and dripping wet, on a severe 
cold morning, our brave Volunteers mounted , crossed the 
river and galloped up to the battl e. They were immediately 
ordered to support Major McGarry in his flanking movement, 
and with this increased force the object was accomplished. 

Captain Hoyt got to the west side of the ravine, and while 
a portion of his men kept up their fire directly in the 
rear of the Indians, the others were stretched out in a 
perfect cordon over the north end of the ravine, forming 
with the cavalry in fu:nt about three quarters of a circle. 
By this enfilading from three points the Indians were grad
ually driven to the center and southward. They exhibited the 
daring of men who fully comprehended the forlorn position they 
occupied, made no attempt to run, but fought doggedly, con
testing with every man the moment they could behold him. As 
the battle continued and the Indian position became clearly 
untenable, the Colonel ordered a detachment of mounted cavalry 
to get round the ravine, to the west side on the borders of 
the river, with the view of cutting off their retreat, as the 
complete investment of the ravine r endered that their only 
hope of escape should they attempt even that. As expected, they 
ultimately broke and hurried to the mouth of the ravine , where 
portions of Companies K and M were prepared for them on the 
east. The Indians fought bravely, but now away from their 
lodges and places of natural and artificial defense, it was 
their turn to feel the weakness of exposure. The Indians 
there fell in heaps; some attempted to escape into the river, 
but the keen eye of the Volunteer, avenging the helpless 
emigrants, the women and children Nhose blood had been un
atoned, and the fresh flowing blood of his comrade lying at 
his feet, was in a moment upon the fleeing form of the savage, 
and the· deadly rifle did its work, and few escaped. Other 
Indians sought refuge in the thick willows of the ravine and 
on the border of the river, but the order to "scour the 
brushes" dislodged":,the sneaking foe. Some of them counting, 
no doubt, on fate that surely awaited them, revealed the 
places of their concealment by the deadly fire t hey kept up 
from the willows, and one by one they were dislodged, and the 
silence of grim death began to reign where before the hills 
had r everberated with the incessant crack of the rifle. The 
last of the enemy waited his chance, and while Major Gallagher 
was leading on a detachment into the brushes, Jet blaze at 
the Major and sent his ball through his left arm into his side. 
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The Battle of Bear River (Continued) 

Loading again before they could see his place of concea1ment, 
the Indian fired again and knocked a Volunteer from his horse, 
who was close by the side of the Colonel. A volley from the 
detachment in the direction of the blaze that revealed the 
Indians concealment ended the bloody strug;le. 

As soon as the battle was over the wounded were carried to 
the Surgeon's tent, and had his first, best and unremitting 
attention. The dead ~ere gathered up and placed in the baggage 
wagons , then the lodges of the India~~ and their property 
were deetroyed; there vvere sixty-eight lodges in all, and 
provisions enough to serve the whoJe band for a nloober of 
months. The lodges were burned and what could not be used by 
the troops, or made salable for ~he Gove~~ent, was destroyed, 
SliVe enough to subSist upward of one hundred and twfmty squa ·,·s 
and papooses who had survived J-he raging storm of battle. On 
the south side of the river bF.nk the Volunteers enc-smoed for 
the night to enjoy refreshment and rest, and to fight their 
battles o'er again as they grouped in peace togP.ther round 
their bivouac fires. 1~ext 'llorning the wounded had the attention 
of the Colonel and Dr. Reid, and every means of transportation 
was engaged to rush them on to auarters . 

Detained by the snows in the mountains, the command only re
turned on the evening of the fourth, cold and wary. A 
drove of about a hundred head of Indian horses entering the camp 
w&s the first announcement ~f returning of the men. Then rode 
up the Colonel in 11 buggy11 , ·"Vi th the renowned Porter Roc .. cvell 
of e-reat '.~ormon notoriety, who had been his guide, and soon 
after a.pperred l1'1ajor .McGPrry nt the head of the cAvalry, the 
infantry followin•", mounted on the Indian ponies they had 
captured. The com oand was soon in auarters, 13.nd the sick and 
crippled rP.ceived tte attention which their condition demanded. 
The Querterrnaster General took charge of the dead. 

Up to one P. M. the sixteen coffins lay side by side in the 
Quartermaster's storeroom, where the dead were visited by the 
surviving comrades. At that hour t!1e entire command formed in 
procession and escorted the bodies to the military graveyard , 
where parson Anderson officiated in the burial service. Three 
volleys were fired over the bodies as they were :aid in t~eir 
graves, .?.nd the last solemn rites ···ere erc"f''. Tf'ie -b>n<' , that 
before led' the me8SlJre~ , solemn ~tq:s of the t""OCPSSicn to 
the fnneraJ · rlit'fe anrl dePd r:nrch , nO';'l moved e.wr,y gaily, rP. 
vivir.g tbe thoughtfu::., and. rPcalli"'lg to tbE d1.:ties EJJ.o obliga
tions of life those "lho had Pot yet finishe,"~ thPir pege of 
history. 
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The Battle of Bear River (Continued) 

On Friday the rema i ns of Lieutenant Chase was consigned to 
their resting place by the brethren of the Masonic fraternity 
attached to the command, together with a few from the city. 
The deceased was a Royal Arch Mason, but the small number of 
that grade in attendance rendered tha adoption of the Master 
Mason's burial service necessary. At the solicitation of the 
brethren, Sir Knight Frank Fuller, SecretPry of the Territory, 
officiated as W. M., and Colonel Evans of the Second Cavalry 
as Marshal. Chief Justice Kinney and United States Marshal 
Gibbs walked in the procession, which consisted aJtogether of 
some twenty members. The services at the grave were of a 
highly impressive charncter, and were witnessed by nearly the 
whole command, together ~ith numerous citizens. At the close 
of the solemn '_ties, the fratemity changed their position, while 
a dirfe was performed by the band, and gave place to a detail 
of forty-eight soldiers, who fired three vol leys over the grave. 
The procession then returned to camp in reversed order. 

That the Indians in the Idaho Territ•ry, and to the north of 
us, have been effectually checked in their murdering career, 
is with some a matter exceedingly doubtful. Those liho know 
them best, and on whose judge11ent I would place confidence, 
think that the Indians will never again attempt a fair, 
stand-up fight. Possibly, after the winter has broken up, 
another expedition will set out after Po-ca-tello and other 
chiefs, who have large bRnds with them. I incline to the 
belief that Colonel Connor will cl ear the northern route to 
California of Indians this coming summer. 

Following is the Report of the killed and wounded at the Battle 
of Bear River, January 29, 1S63:* 

Company A Second Cavalry 
Killed 
Name Age Nativity Injuries 
Private Jas. W. Baldwin 25 Pennsylvania Through the chest. 
Private George German 25 New Jersey Above the heart. 

Wounded 
PrivAte John Welch 21 Ireland Arrow in each lung 

Dangerously. 
Private John Wall 21 Indiana Shot in right arm 

and lung dangerously. 
Private Vim. H. Lake 22 Ohio Shot in mouth badly. 
Private Vim. Say 37 l'iew York Finger shot off 

slightly 
Private Jas. S. !Vtontgomery 29 Tennessee Shot in right lung 

dangerously. 
-oOo-

*Report submitted by Robert K. Reid, Surgeon Third Infantry California 
Volunteers. Official Copy sent to G. ~right, Brigadier General, 
Commanding United States Army. 
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Company H Second Ccvalry 
Killed 
Name Aee Nativity Injuries 
Priva te Charles Hollowell 27 Massachusetts Center of chest. 
Private John H. Briggs 26 .1.4assachusetts Through the chest. 

Wounded 
Private B. C. Hutchinson 28 Australia Right 8rm bAdly. 
Private Frank Farley 25 Portugal Right side badly. 
Private Hugh Connor 53 Ireland Left eye badly. 
Private James Seogne 56 New Brunswick Right elbow badly 
Private Michael O. Brien 30 Ireland Left lung dc ngerously. 

Corp1ral Patrick Frawley 32 Ireland Right shoulder 
dangerously. 

Corporal Phillip bchanb 24 Ohio Left lung i~nger-
ously. 

Private Joseph Cloves 28 Virginia Right shoulder 
sli ghtly. 

Private John FranKlyn 24 Pennsylvania Right ~ ip and neck 
dangerously 

Sergeant James Cantill on 28 New York Left lung danger-
ously. 

Private Thompson Ridge 28 Indiana Right arm and feet 
slightly. 

Company K Second Cavalry 
Killed 
Name Age Nativity Injuries 
Bugler Christian Smith 20 Wisaden Shot through the 

chest. 
Private bhelbourne Reed 35 .t(entucky Shot through head. 
Private Adolphus Rowe 28 New York Shot through both 

lungs. 
Private Lewis Anderson 54 Ohio Shot through heart. 
Private rtenry W. Trempf 26 Germany Shot through both 

lungs. 
Wounded 
Private Morris Illig 37 Saxony Right shoulder 

bqdly 
Private A. A. P. V. McCoy M Ohio Naval slightly 
Corporal Benjamin Sandis 4'!- Pennsylvania Right shoulder 

dPngerously. 
Private Robert .tiargrave 02 Ireland Right elbow badly. 
Private Silas C. bush 29 waine Left ankle danger-

ously. 
Private #alter B. Welton :Z2 New York Right thigh danger-

ously. 
Private Wm. Slocum ?:4 Illinois Right arm, foot 

and hip badly. 
Private John S. Seer 22 Ill inois Right lun~ danger-

ously . 
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Company K Second Cavalry (Continued) 
Wounded (Cont.) 
Private Albert W. Parker 

Private Eugene J. Brady 

Private Nathaniel Kinsley 

Private Sylvanus Longley 

Private John Daly 

Private P. H. Kelly 

26 

18 

28 

28 

50 

29 

New York 

Ireland 

Pennsylvania 

Maine 

Ireland 

Ohio 

Company M Second Cavalry 
Killed 
Name 
Private George C. Cox 
Private George W. Hoton 
Private F. Howard 

"Nounded 
Sergeant Anthony Steven 

Private Phillip Humbert 

Private Adolph Heffner 

* Private Joshua Leggitt 

Private Thaddeus Barrafer 

Private Reuben Miller 

Musician Ezra C. Chase 

Private Martin F. Forbes 

Corporal Leander IV . Hughes 

Private Levi D. Hughes 
Private ffm. Davis 

Private Wm. h . Hood 

Sergeant Lorin Robbins 

Private Ridge 

*Private John Stevens 

Age 
18 
15 
~2 

5~ 

30 

26 

31 

2;r; 

26 

29 

22 

27 

28 
~0 

23 

't4 

't4 

27 
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Nativity 
Iowa 
Canada 
Ohio 

i\.entucky 

France 

Germany 

k'ennsylvania 

Ohio 

New York 

1laine 

Ohio 

Indian 

Ohio 
Pennsylvania 

Indiaaa 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania 

Left arm and foot 
dangerously 

Shot through nose 
dangerously 

Right side and 
arm dangerously 
Right side neck 

badly 
Left breast danger

ously 
Abdomen slightly 

In.iuries 
'fhrough both lungs 
Through the head 
Through the heart 

Chest and shoulder 
dangerously 

Top of head 
sligl'1tly 

Right arm dangerously 

Left shoulder 
dangerously 

Right shoulder 
dangE>rously 

Right shoulder 
,June(:' rous"'.y 

Right shoulder 
br-dly 

Hand and am badly 

Nose and right side 
badly 

Right leg badly 
Right lung, died 
Feb. 2nd at Ogden. 
Left hand badly 

Right side danger
ously 

Right arm danger
ously 

Top of head 
dangerously. 



Cornoany K Third Infantry 
Killed 
Name 
Private John E. Baker 

Private Samuel J. 'l'homas 

Wounded 
Orderly Sergeant 

Age 
18 

29 

A. T. Austin c5 
Sergeant E. C. Hoyt ~2 

Private John Hensly 29 
Privete Thomas B. Walker 19 

ativity 
North Carolina 

Pennsylvania 

aine 
i~ew York 

Kentucky 
Illinois 

Officers 
~'lounded 

Major V. A. Gallacher, Third Infantry 
Captain Daniel li!cLean, Not expected to recover 

Lieutenant Darwin Chase, died Feb~1ary fourth 
within twenty miles of this post. 

Injuries 
Through heart and 

stomach 

Right eye danger
ously 

Left lung danger
ously. 

Right lung badly. 
Left side badly. 

Left arm slightly 
Left thigh and 
right hand danger-

ously. 

Left lung danger
ously. 

Lieutenant David J. Berry, not expected to recover Right shoulder danger
ously. 

RECAPITULATION 
Name of Com,~an:£ Frozen Feet 
Company A Second Cavalry 7 
Company H Second Cavalry 15 
Company K Second Cavalry 21 
Company M Second Cavalry 8 
Company K Third Infantry 27 

OFFICERS 
Wounded 
Major Gallagher, Third Infantry 
Captain McLean, Company H, Second Cavalry 

Lieutenant Chase, Company K, Second Cavalry 
Lieutenant Berry, Company A, Second Cavalry 

Name 
Priv?te Wm. Davis 
Sergt. James 

Cant ill on 

Age Nativity 
30 Pa. 
28 N.Y. 

DIED 
Injuries 

rt.ight lung 
Left lung 
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Wounded Kille.Q.. 
5 2 

11 2 
14 5 
15 3 

4 2 

Left arm badly 
Left thigh and right 
hand dangerously. 

Left hmg dangerously 
rtight shoulder 

dangPrously. 

Place 
Ogden 
Camp 
Douglas 

Date 
February 2, 186~ 
February 15, 1865. 



DIED (Continued) 

Name Age Nativity 
Private tim. Slocum 

Private Michael 0. 
Brien 

Sergeant Anthory 
Stevens 

Lt. Darwin C-hase 
Company K, Sec
ond Cavalry 

34 Illinois 

30 Irele.nd 

~5 Kentucky 

Officers 

(Not known) 

FROZEN FEET 

Injuries Place 
Right arm, Camp 
foot and Douglss 
lung. 

Left lung Camp 
Douglas 

Chest and Camp 
shoulder Douglas 

LPft lung Farmington 

Comuany A Second Cavalry California Vol~ntePrS 

Corporsl Spreggle 
Privates Schunaden, McNulty and '1cCue . 

Compan. H Second Cavalry California Volunteers 

Sergeant Ki~gore 

Date 
Feb. 5, 1863 

Feb. 6, 1~6~ 

Feb. 6, 1865 

Feb. 4, 1865 

Privates Fisher, Stultz, Landgraf, Allman, Bradley, Gaston, 
Lockhard, Smith, Norton, Steir, Baber, Case~an, GoodelJ, 
Walton , McDonald 

Comoany K Second Cavalry California Vohmteers 

Sergeant Beach 
Corporal White 
Privates Lincoln, Burns, Daley, Hunt , Ansley, Atmore, Becker, 

Chapman, C-hapman II, Hertle, Caldwell Howe, Hill , Johnson 
Mitchell, McKoun , Palmer, Wilson , Barton. 

Company M Second Cavalry California Volunteers 

Sergeant Cullen 
Corpor&l Hewett and Steel 
Privates Collins, Case, Dyer, ~cGonigal , Griffin. 
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FROZEN FE.!!;T (Continued) 

Company K Third Infantry California Volunteers 

Sergeants Herron and Williams 
Corporals Zottman, Wingate and Bennett 
Privates St. John, Ramsdell, Epperson , Randall, Farmham, Borland, 

Licknor, Pensho, Bigelow, Anderson, Urquhart, Brsnch, 
Bailey, Carlton, Donhue, Godbold, Haywood, Neath, ~anning, 
Way and German. 

-oOo-

Activities of the Second Regiment of ~avalry (Continued) 

Other activities in which the regiment participated are as 
follows: 

On the eleventh of January 1866, Captain George D. Conrad. 
with thirty-five men of Company B, and t enty-five men of 
Compeny I, under Lieutenant Duncan Second California Cavalry 
Volunteer, attacked a band of hostile Indians on the west 
side of ~ueens River, near Fi sh Creek. Thirty-five Indians 
were killed and nine taken prisoners. John Riley and Richard 
Shultz of Company B, Second California Cavalry, were wounded. 
Two horses were killed and nine wounded. On the fifteenth 
of February, a detach.."'lent under command .of 1vlajor Samu.el P 
Smith, Second California Cavalry Volunteer, composed of 
thirty-two men of Company D, nineteen men of Company F 
same regiment and thirty citizens, fought the Indians near 
Rock Canyon-one hundred and fifteen Indians were killed and 
nineteen captured. Private Austln of Com :any D was !(illed. 
Major Smith, Privates Resler, Grimshaw, Rhuman and Belta of 
Company D, Privates ~; ills and Smith of Company F were wounded. 
Major Mellon, Captain Starr and Lieutenant Robinson, Second 
California Cavalry, accompanied Major Smith. Sixty ho~ses 
which had been stolen from the settlers were recovered, and 
a large amount of Indian property was destroyed. On the 
seventh of March, Sergeant James T. Edwares, with eight men 
of Company I, Second California Cavalry of Volunteers, killed 
six Indians in ParBdise Valley. On the eighteenth of May, 
one hundred and twenty .Lndian prisoners v1ere brought i nto 
Fort Church~ll, and delivered to Brevet Colonel A. G. Brackett, 
Major of the First United States Cavalry, commanding the post. 
They were subsequently turned over to the superintendant of 
Indian ~ffairs for ~ evada in oredience to orders from 
Department headquarters. 
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COMPANY A SECOND REGI1._ENT OF CAVALP.Y 

Company A: 
LocPtion: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October ~0, 1861 
Mustered out December 1864; July 31, 1866* 

Commanding Officers 
Name 
E. A. Rowe, Captain 
Thomas H. Goodman, First Lt. 

D. B. Akey, Captain 
D. J. Berry, Captain 
Herman Noble, First Lieut. 
Royal L. Westbrook, First Lt. 

E. B. Loring, Captain 
William G. Overend, First Lt. 

Activities: 

~ 
Sept. 10, 1861 
Sept. 14, 1861 

Commission 
Oct. 17, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 

Nov. 19, 1862 
Oct. 12, 1862 
May 21, 1862 
Nov. 19, 1862 

May 18, 1865 
Aug. 18, 1865 

Company A was organized in October of 1861, under the President's 
second call for troops. The unit was sent from Camp Alert, 
San Francisco, to Fort Churchill, Nevada, and then ordered to 
Utah Territory. While statjoned there this company took part 
in the great encounter against the Snake and Shoshone Indians 
in the Northern part of Utah and Southern Idaho during January 
of 186~. This combat was termed the Battle of Bear River.~
Several months later this unit participated in another out
standing ~ndian battle known as the Battle of Fork Canyon.~w~~ 
A band of Indians was located and attacked about April 10, 1863, 
and after a hard battle lasting all day the hostiles retreated 
into the canyon. The following day they boasted and made 
claims that the troops could not whip them. This statement 
aroused the ire of Colonel Evans end he decided that these 
Indians should be taught to respect the ability of the American 
troops. He immediately ordered ~ Lieutenant and five men on 
a scouting expedition to ascertain the location of the Indians. 
These men were equipped with a howitzer which they had put into 
an ambUlance and camouflaged as a small supply train. They 

-oOo-

*The men with unexpired terms were mustered out on the latter date. 

-**A very interesting version of the Battle of Bear River may be 
found in the History of the Regimental Headcuarters, Second 
Regiment of Cavalry. 

***Companies H and M, Second Regiment of Cavalry, also took part 
in the Battle of Fork Canyon. Sacramento Union, April 28, 1865. 
Page 5, column 't,L. .• 
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CO~PANY A S~COND REGIMENT OF CAVALRY \ContinueQj 

Activities: (Continued) 

arrived in the small town of Fortk Canyon at six P. M. on 
April twelfth and placed the howitzer in a one room adobe 
house loc~ted in the center of town. The Indians were notified 
of their station by a few Mormons who were on friendly terms 
with the hostiles. Upon this notification the Indians, num
bering between fifty and one hundred warriors, swooped down 
upon the mere handful of men, completely surrounding the 
adobe house, which portrayed the Indian method of warfere. 
The p0pulation of the town consisted Tostly of Mormons who 
offered the troops no assistance, but watched the encounter 
from roof tops and other available places. The soldiers had 
no firearms except for the howitzer, which when fired caused 
more vibration than the adobe structure could stand. They 
fired the cannon twice but feared if it were fired another 
time the house would be shaken down. The men held out for 
several hours under the terrible susnense of not knowing how 
long they would be able to maintain their fortification 
without reinforcements. As a last resort they moved the can
non to the outside and started firing, which proved to be 
tbeir only means of ffiSCFf:e- from death by this band of hostiles. 
The Indians, within a short time, retreated to the canyon 
and when Colonel Evans with his reinforcement of one hundred 
and sixty-five troops and officers reached the scene of battle 
some few hours later, these six men were standing at the 
howitzer ready for another encounter. During the night 
Colonel Evans comrranded the troops to leave the town quietly 
and prepared a surprise for the Indians the following morning. 
After three hours of fighting tre Indians again retreated, and 
the troops followed them for fourteen hours before completely 
dispers~ng them. The Indian loss was thirty warriors killed 
and many wounded , whereas the United States Troops had but 
Jne casualty and two men wounded . Lieutenant F. A. ~iel was 
killed, Sergeant Brown of the Quartermaster De9artrne1t and 
Sergeant Booth of Company M were wounded . Eighteen ponies , 
one horse, saddles and briddles were captured by the troops 
who gained great aQ~iration for their galJantry in subduing 
this hostile tribe of Indians. 

Company A remained in Utah Territory until December 1864, at 
which time it was ordered to Camp Union, Sacramento, and 
mustered out of service. A new company was then organized 
by reenlistments and enlistments of recruits. They marched 
to Fort Miller, Fresno County, during S~ptember 1865, and in 
t~ovember _,f that year to Camp Babbit, near Vise.lit:~. They 
reniP.ined there until ordered to Camp Union again to be mustered 
out of service on July n, 1866. 
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COMl:'ANY B SECOND REGitv'I~T .JF 1.NrihiT:,y 

Company B: 
Location: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 00, 1861 
Mustered out October 10, 1864; April 7, 1866* 

Name 
Commanding Officers 

Rank 
John C. Cremony, Captain 
E. A. Descourtise, First Lt. 
Edward B. Loring, First Lt. 

George D. Conrad, Captain 
Henry C. Burwell, First Lt. 

Activities: 

Sept. 14, 1861 
Sept. 14, 1861 

Commission 
Nov. 4, 1~61 
Nov. 4, 1861 
May 4, 1864 

April ;r;o, 1865 
Nov. 4, 1865 

Company B was organized and mustered into service at Camp Alert, 
San Francisco. The troops were ordered to Camp Drum, California, 
where they joined with the California Column under Colonel 
Carleton, and marched with that command into New ·~exico. In the 
Spring of 1864 this company returned to Calif;rnia and was must
ered out as a com~any at San Francisco, October 10, 1864. A 
new Company B was then formed with Captain George D. Conr8d in 
com~and. They remained at CPmp Union, Sacramento, until June 
1865, at which time they were moved to Dun Glen, .Nevada. In 
August of that year the company left their camp in Nevada to go 
on a scout for Indians. On this particular expedition there was 
but one Indian killed and a number of squaws captured. Returning 
to camp the men 1ere sent down the river where they found a 
camp of hostiles, and in the skirmish that followed two Indians 
were killed and several wounded. 

In Nove~ber 1865, a detachment of sixty enlisted men of Company 
B, co~manded by Lieutenant R. A. Osmer, proceeded to Black Rock 
Mountain in search of a band of hostile Indians. Lieutenant 
Osmer and his men were later joined by seven more men of Company 
B, who were out on detached se.::-vice, also by two citizens and 
ten Indian warriors under command of Captain Sou, a friendly 
Piute. The Indian c~mp which was located about five miles from 
Black Mountain was attacked on Friday morning at daybreak. 
There were about one hu.lldred and t'wenty .indians killed in this 
encounter, of which eighty were bncks. Aside from destroying a 
large amount of provisions, the soldiers captured a quantity of 
ammunition, several guns and five Indian ponies. The company 
left the post of Dun l.llen, Nevada, on January 8, 1866, on 

-oOo-

*The Second enlistment was mustered out on the latter date. 
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COi'wLP.l'TY B SECOND EEGIMEi.~ T m IN:FANTF-Y (Contirn>ed ') 

Activities: (Continued) 

another Indian scouting expedition. They located an Indian 
camp on the morning of the twelfth, near Fish Creek ~n the 
Queens River Va:ley. In the skirmish that followed thirty
five Indians were killed while the American troops had but 
three men wounded. 

A detachment of Company B took part in a battle with the 
Navajo Indians on December 16, 186~.* The unit left Fort 
Sumner, New Mexico, in March 1864, enroute to Drum Barra cks, 
California, and arrived there in May. The troops were 
sta tioned at Drum Barracks 1mtil their terms of service 
expired and were mustered out on October 10, 1864. A new 
company was then organized and remained at Camp Union, 
Sacramento, until June 1865, when it moved to Dun Glen, 
Nevada. It remained there until mustered out of the 
serVice on April 7, 1866. 

-oOo-

*For complete details of the battle with the Navajo Indians, 
December 16, 1863, refer to the History of Company D, Fifth 
I~fantry. 
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COMPANY C SECOND REGIMENT OF CAVAL.RY 

Company C: 
Location: 

Mustered 
Mustered 

Camp Alert, San Francisco 
in October 30, 1861 
out Fall of 1864; May 30, 1866* 

Name 
Commanding Officers 

Rank 
Richard J. Falls, Captain 
H. B. Mellen, Captain 
H. B. Mellen, First Lieut. 
M. H. Marsland, First Lieut. 
A. N. Runyon, First Lieut. 
Stephen R. Davis, First Lt. 

Allen Tillinghast, Captain 
Francis McKenna, First Lieut. 

Activities: 

Sept. 21, 1861 
Oct. 26, 1861 

Oct. 26, 1861 

Commission 
Nov. 4, 1R61 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Sept. 21, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Nov. 1, 1862 
Feb. 10, 186n 

May 18, 1865 
March 2, 1865 

Company C was organized a.t Camp Alert in the fall of 1861. After 
being mustered into servlce, these troops were sent to Fort 
CrooK, H1~boldt County, where they remained ~early all of the 
time they were in service. There is very little history on file 
concerning the activities of this com~any except for a letter 
written to Governor Leland Stanford, relAtive to Second Lieut-
e~ant Henry Williams.** The letter st~ted that the Lieutenant 
had killed an enlisted man and afterward deserted from the army. 
He was evidently located as records show he has given a dis
honorable discharge from the service on January 27, 1863.~~ 

The term of the original members expired in the fall of 1864, 
at which time they were mustered out at Fort Crook. The com
pany was again recruited to full strength at San Francisco and 
finally mustered out of service at Sacrareento on May 30, 1866. 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered on the latter date. 

* 
~~Extract from a letter by Lieutenant Colonel Evans to Governor 

Leland Stanford on January 24, lg63. On file State Archives, 
State Capitol. 

***Refer to Record of California .vten in the War of the Rebellion (1890) 
Adjutant General's Office. Page 218. 
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COi<;FANY D SECOND REGIMENT OF CAVALRY 

Company D: 
Location: 

Mustered 
Mustered 

Camp Alert, San Francisco 
in October ro, 1861 
out October 1864; May 50, 1866* 

Commanding Officers 
Name Rank 
M. A. McLaughlin, Captain Sept. 10, 1861 
George D. French, First Lieut.Sept. 10, 1861 

Thomas Barker, Captain 
Allen Tillinghast, First Lt. 

Wm. L. Knight, Captain 
Eli F. Maynard, First Lt. 

Activities: 

Commission 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 

Feb. 18, 1864 
May 6, 1864 

Jan. 6, 1865 
May 18, 1865 

Company D, after being mustered in at Camp Alert, was sent 
directly to Camp Independence in the Owens River Valley and 
was later stationed at Camp Babbitt near Visalia. On the 
twelfth of April 1865, the com- any left Camp Babbitt to return 
to the Owens River Valley. They arrived at Keysville on the 
Kern River April eighteenth, and were informed of a band of 
hostile Indians which was encamped a few miles above the town. 
At two o'clock the next morning the troops surrounded the 
Indian camp, killing thirty-five of the Indians without injury 
to any of the soldiers. The company returned to Camp Independ
ence and during the month of May 186~, the troops made several 
severe marches in the mountains in search of hostile tribes, 
and suffered much because of the lack of water and rations. 
The marches were made on foot as the rough character of the 
country did not Fermit the use of horses. The company was 
then stationed at Camp Independence until August 186~, when 
it was sent to Fort Tejon, Kern County, California, where it 
remained until March of 1864. The unit was then moved to 
Camp Union, Sacramento, and its original members were mustered 
out upon expiration of their terms, which was during the 
months of September and Octob3r of 1864. 

The company was reorganized in October 1864 by Captain W. L. 
Knight, and after serving a short time at Camp Union, Sacramento, 
and Camp Jackson in Amador County it went to Colusa, then to 
Red Bluff and from there the unit marched a distance of four 
hundred and fifty-seven miles to Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory. 
The men were constantly on Indian scout duty and on one 
occasion during their third day out the Colonel gave orders 
to turn the horses out to graze. The soldiers had no picket 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered out on the la.tter date. 
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COMPANY D SECOND REGIMENT OF CAVi'LR;!: (.. Con:~.~.:n:u.e0.) 

Activities: (Continued) 

guard out and the Indians stampeded t wenty-seven of their 
horses. As the unit had no means of r etting the saddles, 
bridles and other horse equipment beck to the post, the 
Colonel gave orders to burn them. 

In July of 1865 the company was loca.ted at Smoke Creek, 
Nev~da, remaining there until their terms of service ex
pired. While stationed at Smoke Creek Cha rles Miller, one 
of the enlisted men, met with an unusual death .* He came 
into camp intoxics ted and Captain Knight ordered his arrest. 
Miller resented this action and dr ew his knife, advancing 
toward the Captain who immediately shot and killed him. 
This act created considerable feeling among a portion of 
the soldiers. Four members seized their carbines and 
attempted to arrest the officer, but he surrendered upon 
condition they take him to Placerville and place him with 
the Civil authorities. These terms were accepted and upon 
arri ving at the jail, Captain Knight put the four men in 
custody of the sheriff on grounds of i nsubordination. The 
Captain then telegrar hed officers at St1·awberry Valley to 
bring the remainder of the company to Placervill e. His 
orders were carried out and four or five more soldiers were 
charged with participation in insubordination. Irons were 
placed on e& ch of the prisoners while t hey waited for a 
p ssible colrrt martial. The fact that their terms of en
listment were to be over •ithin a few days no doubt l ed to 
the men's release. There is no record of Ca~tain Knight 
or any of the men receiving a sentence for conduct unbecomi ng 
an officer or enlisted man. Captain Knight was in the United 
States Service until the yef~ r of 1866 ;vhen he was mustered 
out with t he company. 

On the second of February 1866, i~ajor S. P. Smith of the 
Second Cav~lry left S. oke Creek, Nevada, accompanied by Lieut
enant Robinson and a detachment of thirty-six men from 
Company D.** The soldiers were in search of Indians tho rad 
been committing depredations in Surprise Valley. Upon re· ch
ing Fort Bidwell, California., they were reinforced by t v. elve 
men from Company F com£ nded by Captain Starr. On the 
fifteenth of February they overtook and attacked the Indians 
in what is known as Guano Val ley. The encounter l asted about 
six hours. The soldiers succeeded in killing eighty-one 
Indians-only a fe~ esca ing-whereas the troops did not loose 
a man, and had but a few wounded. There ~ere about seventy
five head of horses captured from the Indians in this en
counter. The company remained at Smoke Creek, NevedB , until 
ordered to Sacramento to be musted out of service n May 
29, 1866. 

-oOo-

*Sacramento Union May 24, 1866. Page 7
, column 1. 

**Sacrarr-ento Union, March 14, 1866. Page 2, columm 1. 
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Company E: 
Location: 

Muste1ed 
Mustered 

Name 

COmPANY E S :COND -EGUI.Et<T OF CAVALRY 

Camp Alert, S~n Francisco 
in October 30, 1861 
out October 6, 1864; June 2, 1866* 

Commanding Officers 
Rank 

David B. Akey, Captain 
Robert Daley, First Lieut. 

Sept. 20, l(l61 
Sept. 20, 1861 

Herman Noble, Ca~tain 
John ~uinn, Captain 
Christian Harriet, First Lt. 

Activities: 

Commission 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 

Nov. 20, 1862 
t.iarch 4, 1864 
Jan. 50, 1865 

Corrpeny E after leaving Crmp Alert was sent first to Fort 
Humboldt, Humboldt County, remPining there until the Spring 
of 1862. No record is to be found of the activities of this 
company from February 1862 until April 186~. During July 
186~, the men went to Fort Tejon and in August to Camp Babbitt 
near Visalia. The original members were mustered o1t in San 
Francisco on October 6, 1864. A new comrany was then organized 
and stationed at Camp Babbitt until nctober ~1, 1865. From 
tLere the company was sent to Camp Independence wherd .t re
mained tmtil ordered to San Francisoo ~ to be mustered out of 
service on June 2, 1866. 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered out on the latter date. 
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COMPANY F SECOND REGIMENT OF CAVALRY 

Company F: 

Location: Camp Alert, San Francisco 
Mustered in October 50, 1861 
Mustered out September ?,4, 1894; June 29, 1866* 

Commanding Officers 
Name Rank 
David A. De Merritt , Captain Sept. 15 , 1861 
James M. Ropes, First Lieut. Sept. 15 , 1P61 

Augustus W. Starr, Captain 
and Brevet Major 

Wm. B. Hooper, First Lieut. 
Wm. L.-Knight, First Lieut. 
Henry A. 0 urnett, First Lt. 

Activities: 

Commission 
Dec. ~, 1861 
Dec. ~, 1861 

Fe~. 10, 1865 
Jan. '7, 1865 
April 6, 1865 
Jan. 6. 1865 

Company F was organized in Sacramento e.nd was at first called 
the Sacramento Rangers. After the completion of the organiz
ation at Camp Alert the unit was stationed at various p~aces, 
~erving at Camp Union, Fort Bidwell, Be~r Valley and Goose 
Lake, California; and also Fort Crook, and Smoke Creek, Nevada . 
About one-third of the co~ any was kept in San Francisco as 
a provos-t guard most Jf the time it was in service. This 
company furnished a large number of vfficers for other com
panies and regiments of the California Voluntenrs, fourteeen 
of its men having been commissioned officers. 

On Septe.nber 4, 186~, an officer rd th twenty-tl-J.ree ·nen a11d 
horses of Company F left with four hundred and sixty-one 
Indians, removing them to Round Valley Reservation, ~en
docino County, California. They arrived there September 
eighteenth with two hundred and seventy-seven Indiru1s, 
leaving one hundred and fifty on the wast side of the moun
tains as they .~ere unable to travel. Thirty-t'.\10 died en
route and two esc&.ped. In November a detachment of sixtAen 
men was sent out t0 recapture Incians "'lho had run away from 
the Reservation. After traveling a dist~nce of one hundred 
and thirty miles t~rough ~eddocino County they succeeded in 
capturing twenty hostiles. In z-eturning the Indians to the 
Reservation the soldiers traveled by way of Tehama, rehching 
the Peservation on t~e t"enty-eighth of November. The Indians 
were then t'll"ned over the Supervisor. 

-oOo-

*The s cond enlistment was mustered out on the 1 atter date. 
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CO'"-~k\'Y 1-' SECOND REU.LMl<~T OF CAVA1:,RY I.,C•yn.t~n.u.ed) 

Activities: (Continu~d) 

When the original company's term expired the men were 
mustered out of service at San Franciaoo, September 24, 
1864. On April 2~ , 1865, a newly organized Company F 
started or Colusa arriving t~ere April twenty-sixth. 
While ma ... lng the trip they arrested a prominent citizen of 
Yolo County who had t1rned traitor, and took hun into camp 
where he was confined with other prisoners de stined to be 
delivered to the authorities at Camp Union, Sacr~nento. 
After the company's arrival in Colusa. the troops proceeded 
to make arrests of partles who had been guilty of making 
exulting expressions over the assassination of President 
Lincoln. During the afternoon of their arrival Captain 
Starr made four arrests of prominent citizens which included 
the District Atto~ey, Deputy Assessor, Justice of the Peace 
and a rancher owner. This in'"tlvaged a thorough search of 
the city and squ:<'ds of soldiers were cent out nith instruct
ions to arrest "any one they found guilty of treo.son."* 

During the month of Febr~~ 1866, while the com?any was 
stationed at Castle Reck, N ev~da, the men .ere orcered out 
in pursuit of a band of hostile Indians. On the morning of 
the fifteenth they discovered the Indian camp loc~te:i near 
Rock Canyon, NevEda, and made an attack. The encounter 
lasted from 9:30 A. M. u..""ltil 3:30 P. M. The chief, Smoke 
Creek Jim, was killed at the beginning of the combat, and 
at the close of the encounter there were eighty-one dead 
warriors. Fifteen s~ws and pappooses were killed in the 
rocks as it was impossioLe to distinglush them from the 

~arriors. The nineteen squaws and and papooses taken prisoners 
were released in the morning upon orders to break camp. They 
were supplied with thirty days' rations of dried beef. The 
company captured seventy-five horses belonging to the citizens 
of Superior Valley, California. The entire Indian camp A.nd 
equpiage, and &bout three tons of dried beef were committed 
to the f l ames. The camp was composed of thirty-five wickiups , 
and the bP.nd of Indians wBs composed of Piutes, &nnocks, and 
Snakes, ~'lho had been committing depredations in that section 
of the country during the past four years . 

The company remained in Superior Valley for several months 
longer, keeping a check on the Indians and were ordered 
to San Francisco only upon completion of t heir enlistment 
terms, being mustered out of service there on June 27, 1~66. 

-oOo-

*Daily Alta California, April 25, 1865. Page 1, column 6. 
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COIJPANY G. SECOND REGIMENT OF CAVALRY 

Company G: 
Location: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 30, 1861 
Mustered out September-October 1864; February 1, 1866* 

Name 
Commanding Officers 

Rank 
James Winne , Captain 
Ira Buffum, First Lieut. 

Theodore H. Goodman, Captain 
James C. Doughty, First Lt. 

James M. Ropes, Captain 
Thomas Barker, First Lt. 
James Bradley, First Lt. 
Harvey G. Wilder, First Lt. 

Sept. 23 , 1861 
Sept. 2~, 1861 

Commission 
Dec. 4, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 

May 21, 1862 
June 2~, 1862 

Jan. 12, 186:5 
March 7, 1863 
Feb. 18, 1864 
Nov. 4, 1865 

Acti•ities: 

After organizing at Camp Alert the company was sent to Camp 
Drum, ~here it remained for abo11t a month. It was then qent 
to Camp Latham near Los Angeles . While stationed there 
Captain Winne committed suicide at the Bella Union Hotel. 
He was buried with military honors on May 8, 1862. Captain 
Winne 's company under command of Captain Jones attended the 
body to the gr~ve and fired the parting SAlute over his re
mains . The band of the Fourth Regiment played the funeral 
dirge and there were a large number of citizens who walked 
in the procession while all the flags of Los Angeles were 
hoisted at half mast in token of respect.** 

There is no record of the activities of Company G during the 
period from February 28, 1862 to April ~0, 186:5, at which 
time it was at Camp Independence, Owen's Va1 ley. The unit 
made several changes and finally stayed at Camp Babbitt 
near Visalia from August to January of 1864. They then 
marched to San Francisco to be mustered out in September and 
October. The company was reorganized and stationed at 
Camp Union until March 1865. They encamped near Hornitos, 
4ariposa County, for one month and then at Camp Union until 

mustered out February 1, 1866. 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered out on the latter date. 

**Military Reports on file in State Archives, State Capitol. 
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COl.1PANY d S.C:COND i~GI.U.EN"l: OF LNYA";.l""l:R~ 

Company H: 
Location: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

in October 50, 1861 Mustered 
Mustered out October 1864; April 26, 1866* 

Commanding Officers 
Name 
Daniel McLean, Captain 
Merrill E. West, First Lt. 
William n. Chipman, First Lt. 

Rank 
Sept. 24, 
Sept. 24, 

1861 
1861 

Ignatius S. Jenkins, First Lt. ------
Augustus W. Starr, First Lt. 
Richard A. Osmer, First Lt. 
Cyrus D. Clark, First Lieut. 

Activities: 

Commission 
Oct. 7, 1861 
Oct. 17, 1861 
Oct. 15 , 1861 

July 23, 1862 
March 2, 1862 
Feb. 10, 1865 

This company after organizing at Camp Alert was sent to Fort 
Churchill, Nevada, and stationed there during the months of 
Ja~uary and February 1862. It was one of the four companies 
of cavalry sent on the Bear River expedition, during January 
of 1863.** From then until April 50, 1864, there is no record 
of the stations of Company H. In April it was stationed at 
Camp Relief, Utah Territory, and from May to August at Camp 
Conness, Idaho Territory. The company was then sent to Camp 
Douglas, Utah Territory, where the original members were 
mustered out in October 1864. The remaining men were marched 
to Camp Union, Sacramento, where the company was recruited, 
and remained there until March 1865. It was on provost 
guard duty in the city of Sacramento until August 1865, when 
it was ordered to Drum Barracks, Los Angeles County, arriving 
there about two months later. While on this march the 
company was engaged in an Indian battle in Nevada. A dis
patch from the Nevadan Star City, November 20, 1865, stRtes:~** 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered out on the latter date . 

**A complete outline of this outstanding battle against the 
Indians will be found in the History of the Headquarters 
Division, Second Regiment of Cavalry. Record of California 
Men in the War of the Rebellion (1890). Pages 174-180. 

***Sacramento Union, November 24, 1865. Page 2, column 1. 
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COMPANY H SECOND REGIWENT OF CAVALRY (.Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

Lieutenant R. A. Osmer, Second Cavalry, 
California Volunteers, has just returned 
from an Indian battle. He came onto the 
Indian Camp-one hundred and ten miles 
north of Dbn Glen, in the Pine Forest 
district; killed fifty Indians, destroyed 
the camp and band entirely. One soldier 
was killed and two wounded. The soldiers 
captured five guns, five ponies and a 
large amount of ammunition. 

After reaching Drum Barracks, the company remained there 
until mustered out on April 20, 1866. There seems to have 
been a detachment stationed in San Francisco, which was 
mustered out at the Presidio on April 26, 1866. 
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COJ.IPANY I SECOND R.....;GI·.,ENT OF CAVAL'R'!. 

Company I: 
Location: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October 51, 1861 
Mustered out October 1864; June 24, 1866* 

Commanding Officers 
Name 
~ M. Kelly, Captain 
William Jones, Captain 
George R. McDonald, First Lt. 
Wm . G. Morris, First Lieut. 
Joy H. Napier, First Lieut. 

J~es C. Doughty, Captain 
Daniel W. Livergood, First Lt. 
Charles Togge, First Lieut. 

Activities: 

fuM 
Sept. 25, 1861 

Sept. 25, 1861 

Commission 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Oct. 11, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Oct. 2, 1861 
Nov. 24, 1862 

March 7, 18615 
March 2, 1865 
April ~o, 1865 

Company I was organized at Camp Alert, San Francisco. It 
was ·~.~hen sent to Camp Drum, being stationed there during 
January 1862, and at Camp Latham near Los Angeles during 
February. From then until April 50, 1865, it was at Camp 
Babbitt near Visalia, where it remained until January 1864. 
The unit then marched to B~nicia Barracks and was stationed 
there until June, at which time the troops were sent to 
Camp Bidwell. It was while stationed there that the troops 
had the unpleasant experience of witnessing the first military 
execution by hanging ever to be performed in California.** 
This execution was the result of a reprimand to Corporal 
Hudson by Lieutenant Livergood, both members of Company I, 
because the Corporal had entered the camp in a state of 
drunkeness. He was ordered on the "double quick"*"~ by the 
Lieutenant and evidently resented the coa~and as that same 
evening he shot and killed Lieutenant Livergood. The court 
martial which convicted Corporal Hu0son was held at Chico 
and he was executed the following day, June 16, 1865. 

On July twenty-sixth Company I, while enroute to Camp McDermitt , 
Nevada, engaged in a battle with the Indians at Paradise Valley, 
Nevada, During the encounter one private was killed and two 
were ~ounded. After being reenforced by a sergeant and ten men 
from the First California-Nevada Volunteers, the unit routed 
the lndians, killing twenty-one of them. The company remained 
at Camp McDermitt, Nevada, until ordered into Sacramento, June 
24, 1866, for a final muster out. 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered out on the latter date. 
*Sacramento Union, June 17, 1865. Page 3, column 1. 

**Double quick-An early form of military punishment requiring a 
*** soldier to march in double time with full equipment. 
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COJIJ:PANY K SECOND REGPAENT OF CAVALRY 

Company K: 
Location: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

in October Cl, 1861 Mustered 
Mustered out September 1864; May 18, 1866* 

Commanding 
Name 
Samuel P. Smith, Captain 
Darwin Chase, First Lieut. 
John Quinn , First Lieut. 

Harlow L. Street, Captain 
William ll. Elliot, First Lt. 

Activities: 

Officers 
Rank 
Sept. 
Sept. 

27, 1861 
27, 1861 

Commission 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Feb. 5, 186~ 

March 4, 1864 
April 50, 1865 

Company K was organized at Camp Alert and stationed there until 
February 28, 1862. There is no report showing when the company 
left that post nor where it served for lliOre than a year. The 
records during that time were rather incomplete but a report 
shows this company took part in the Bear River Expedition.~k 
Following this expedition the company was sent to Fort Ruby, 
Nevtda, in march of 186~, end from there it was transferred to 
sever~l different camps in Utah Territory. On ?~y first the 
company left Fort Ruby to march agsinst the Indians who were 
committing depredations on the overland mail route. A skirmish 
occured betw·een the soldiers and the hostiles on May fourth, 
in which t1· enty-nine Indic..ns were killed . This encounter was 
followed by a second vn May sixth at Cedar Swamp in which 
twenty-three Indians V!ere killed. The men arrived et Fort 
Ruby on May tenth after traveJling a distance of two hundred 
and fifty rriles . From November 1860 until April 1865, the 
coml·any was stetioned at Camp Douglas, Utah Territory. The unit 
then moved to various 1-laces , arriving at Camp Douglas E<g, in in . 
September of 1864, where nearly all of the original members were 
mustered out due to expiration of terms. The com_~:.any ;;as again 
recruited and served at Cemp Union, Califcrnia, until June :ro, 1865. 
From there it went to Chico, California, in July to join with 
Major Snith and under his command guarded the Idaho wagon roads 
against Indian depredations.~k The company was then stationed st 
Smoke Creek, Nevc..da, from August to October; and at Fort Churchill 
until May 1866, when it was marched to Camp Union and mustered out 
on May eighteenth of that year. 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered out on the latter date. 

**A complete outline of this outstanding battle will be found 
in the HistoiJr of the Headquarters of Second Regiment of 
Cavalry. 

***Sacra~ento Union, July 26, 1865. Page ~, column 1. 
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COMPANY L SECOND REGIMENT 0~ CA\IA1,R"Y 

Company L: 
Location: Camp Alert , San Francisco 

Mustered in October ?1, 1861 
Mustered out October 1864; July 12 , 1866* 

Name 
Commanding Officers 

Rank 
Albert Brown, Captain 
David J. BerrJ', First Lt. 
Stephen R. Davis, First Lt. 
Alexander N. Runyon, First Lt. 
Pirie B. Denny, First Lieut. 

Activities: 

Sept. 25, 1861 
Sept. 2~, 1861 

Commission 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Nov. 4, 1861 
Feb. 10, 1865 
Jan. 17, 1865 
March 2, 186.4 

Company L was stationed at Camp Alert until March 1862, from •~hich 
time until January 1865, there is no record of tbe company's 
various locations. On Jenuary twenty-sixth Captain Brown arrived 
in Sacramento from Fort Churchill by order of General Wright 
to answer certain charees preferred by Colonel Sims.-~ The 
Captain was charged with inducing men of his own regiment to 
desert the service of the United States. These charges were 
readily disposed of as Capt~in Brown returned at once to his 
post. It was felt by fellow members of the CaptFins's coopany 
that tbe court procedure on Februs.ry 7, 186?, would ~enner E 

favorable decision.*** This, as records show, proved the Captain's 
innocense as he was not mustered out of service until the year 
of 1866. 1 

In May of 1P65, the company was scouting constantly on tbe o-ven's 
River, and destroyed about three hundred bushels of seed "cached" 
near Bishop Creek and vicinity. Most of the caches were found 
by Sergeant Beebe. Until August of the same year the ~nit was 
stationed at several camps for short J:.!eriods. Then it was sent 
to Camp Douglas near Salt Lake City, where it remained until 
March 1864. During the next four months the unit was sent to 
the following camps: Rush ValleJ in March; Camp Belief in 
April; Camp Conness in May; and Binghan, Creek in June, returning 
to Camr- Douglas where the original members were mustered out in 
October 1864. The co~pany was reorganized and from that date 
until July 1866, it 'l'tas stationed at Fort Bridger and Fort 
Laramie, Wyoming TerritoiJ'; Rush Valley, UtP.h Territory; and 
fina.lly beck to Camp Douglas for a final must er out, July 12, 1866. 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment was mustered out on the latter date. 

**Sacramento Union, January 26, 1865. Page ~, column 5. 

***Sacramento Union, Februe.ry 7, 1865 . Page?. column 4. 
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COMPANY M SECOND IEGIN>ENT OF CAVA."LH"Y 

Company M: 
Location: Camp Alert, San Francisco 

Mustered in October ~1 , 1861 
Mustered out October 4, 1864; July 12, 1866* 

Name 
Commanding Officers 

-oank 
Charles McDermitt , Captain 
George F. Price, Captain 
George Price, First Lieut. 
Thomas F. Wright , First Lieut. 
George D. Conrad, First Lt. 
Frederick Weed , First Lieut. 

Activities: 

Sept. 25, 1861 
Nov. 13, 1861 

Co:iunission 
Nrv. 4, 1861 
Nov. 14, 1861 
Sept. 25, 1861 
Nov. 17, 1861 
March 4, 186~ 
April ?0, 1865 

Company M was organized at Camp Alert, San Francisco, and 
stationed there until the Spring of 1862. From that date until 
April 186~, no record of its stations can be found. A report 
for the month of April shows that the men of Company M travelled 
a dista.nce of four hundred and t " enty-three miles in the saddle, 
and also had three engagements with hostile Indians winning each 
combat.~k* This company is also credited with having made a 
treaty with Winnemucca , Chief of the Piute tribe, on the Truckee 
River near Pyramid Butte. On June 9, 186~, Lieutenant Conrad 
with sixty men of Company M left Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory, 
on an Indian scouting expedition. They trEveled as far as the 
head-waters of the Snake River which was a distbnce of two hundrPd 
miles , during which time they captured forty-nine Shoshone Indians 
without loss or injury to the troops. The Indians were brought 
to Fort Bridger and held as prisoners. The date of their release 
is not known . During May and August of 1864, Company M was 
again stationed at Fort Bridger. The men were engaged in sur-
veying and making wagon s from Salt Lake to the head of 
Snake River in Arizona. Captain George F. Price was in command 
of this expedition which when completed showed the men had travel
ed over a distance of two thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight 
miles during a period of one hundred and fourteen days. 

On October 4, 1864, the company was mustered out of service at 
Camp Douglas, Utah Territory, due to expiration of terms. A 
new company was immediately organized by recruiting new mem-
bers and reenlistments of former members. The company was then 
stationed at Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory, from November 1864, 
until April 1865, and at Fort Laramie from May until July. The 

-oOo-

*The second enlistment v.as mustered out on the latter date. 

*This company took part in the Battle of Bear R~ver, an account 
of which will be found in the History of Headquarters Division 
of the Second Regiment of Cavalry, 

oz~ 
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COlllPJ!NY M SECOND REGH;ENT OF CAVALRY (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

ensuring three months were spent at various stations through
out Dakota Territory. The only recorded activity of this 
company after its reorganization is taken from a report of 
Company M for August 1865. It reads as follows: * 

The company left Camp No. z, Little Cottonwood 
Creek, Dakota Territory, on morning of first 
instant. Struck the Platte River and marched 
up the river to Platte Bridge; thence in a 
northwesterly course until reaching the Big 
Horn Mountains. Crossed over this ranee and made 
a scout through Bie Horn Valley; thence across 
the mountains to the east Eide , taking the 
north fork of Crazy Woman Creek, a southerly 
course until striking Powder River, and down 
it to Fort Connor. The squadron joined Colonel 
Connor's Column on Clear Fork. On the twenty
ninth under COID.lliand of Colonel Connor, ca.me 
upon the village of Arapahoes on Tongue River; 
killed sixty-three Indians, captured six 
hundred head of horses and mEles , and burned their 
lodges and winter suppl~es. Thence came down 
Tongue River to camp 

The company was stationed on the Government Reservation in 
Rush Valley, Utah Territory, from November 1865 until April 
50, ·1866, at which time the troops were ordered to Camp 
Douglas to be mustered out of service on July 12, 1866. 

-oOo-

*For further information concerning the report of Company M 
refer to Record of Californis Men in the War of the Rebellion 
Adjutant General's Office. Page 185. 
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