FINAL - ¢ Ao o2
-

US Army Corps
of Englnheers

HUNTSVILLE ENGINEERING
AND SUPPORT CENTER

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM
FOR
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES
ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVES

ARCHIVES SEARCH REPORT
FINDINGS

CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RANGE

El Centro, California

Project Number — JO9CA029101

MAY 2002

o

Prepared by
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
ST. LOUIS DISTRICT



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
Imperial County, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

TABLE OF CONTENTS
SECTION PAGE
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Authority 1-1
1.2 Subject 1-1
1.3 Purpose 1-1
1.4 Scope 1-2
2.0 PREVIOUS SITE INVESTIGATIONS
2.1 Corps of Engineers Documents 2-1
2.2 Other Reports 2-1
3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION
3.1 Land Usage 3-1
32 Climatic Data 3-1
33 Geology and Soils 33
34 Hydrology 3-4
35 Ecology 34
3.6 Demographics 3-7
4.0 HISTORICAL ORDNANCE USAGE
4.1 Historical Site Summary 4-1
42 Review of Historical Records 4-3
43 Summary of Interviews 4-13
4.4 Air Photo Interpretation and Map Analysis 4-16
5.0 REAL ESTATE
5.1 Confirmed DoD Ownership 5-1
52 Potential DoD Ownership 5-1
5.3 Significant Past Ownership other than DoD 5-1
54 Present Ownership 5-1
6.0 SITE INSPECTION 6-1
7.0 EVALUATION OF ORDNANCE PRESENCE 7-1
8.0 TECHNICAL DATA OF ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVES 8-1
9.0 EVALUATION OF OTHER SITE INFORMATION 9-1

Table of Contents - Findings
i



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
Imperial County, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

Plate 1
Plate 2
Plate 3
Plate 4
Plate 5

ZoR--TnoTmUAw >

REPORT PLATES

Vicinity Map

Rifle Range — 1978 Photo
Findings

Property Use — 1978 Photo
Current Use

APPENDICES

REFERENCES

GLOSSARY AND ACRONYMS
TEXT/MANUALS — (NOT USED)
REPORTS/STUDIES
LETTERS/MEMORANDUMS

REAL ESTATE DOCUMENTS {(NOT USED)
NEWSPAPER/JOURNALS - (NOT USED)
INTERVIEWS

PRESENT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS - (NOT USED)
HISTORICAL MAPS/DRAWINGS (NOT USED)
SITE SAFETY AND HEALTH PLAN
REPORT DISTRIBUTION LIST

Table of Contents - Findings
ii



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
Imperial County, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Authority

In 1986, Congress established the Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP)
at 10 United State Code (USC) 2701 et seq. This program directed the Secretary of
Defense to “carry out a program of environmental restoration at facilities under the
jurisdiction of the Secretary.”

In March 1990, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a revised National
Contingency Plan (NCP). Under 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.120, EPA
designated the Department of Defense (DoD) to be the removal response authority for
incidents involving DoD> military weapons and munitions under the jurisdiction, custody
and control of DoD.

Since the beginning of this program, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers acts as the
agency responsible for environmental restoration at Formerly Used Defense Sites
(FUDS). Beginning in 1990, the U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville
(CEHNC) serves as the Center of Expertise (CX) and Design Center for Ordnance and
Explosives.

1.2 SUBJECT

The former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range (CSCFR) is located in Imperial County,
California, approximately 10 miles northwest of the City of El Centro. The Army
originally acquired 8,960.2 acres in 1941. Since that time, several acquisitions and
disposals have occurred. The site has been use by the Army, Navy, and the Marine Corps
for various purposes. Overlapping portions of the site are also known as the El Centro-
National Guard Rifle Range, the Parachute Test Range, and West Mesa. Therefore, the
subject site evaluated in this report represents all associated lands disposed of by DoD
and includes lands beyond the established boundaries of the former firing range.
Similarly, it does not include lands within the former boundaries of the combat firing
range that remain under DoD control.

1.3 PURPOSE

The Archives Search Report (ASR) compiles information obtained through historical
research at various archives and records holding facilities, interviews with persons
associated with the site or its operations, and personal visits to the site. All efforts were
directed towards determining possible use or disposal of ordnance or chemical warfare
materials on the site. Particular emphasis was placed on establishing the types,
quantities, and areas of disposal. Information obtained during this process was used in
developing recommendations for further actions at the site.

Section 1 — Introduction
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1.4 SCOPE

That portion of the former combat firing range, and associated sites, no longer under DoD
control, consisting of 2,640 acres, was evaluated in assessing the potential for OE
contamination. It is designated as DERP-FUDS Project No. JOOCA029101.

This report presents the history of the site, description and characterization of the
immediate surrounding area, real estate ownership information, findings of a visual field
survey, and OE site analysis, including an evaluation of potential ordnance
contamination. A separate Executive Summary supplements these ASR FINDINGS and
furnishes the CONCLUSIONS and RECOMMENDATIONS.

Section 1 — Introduction
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2.0 PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS

2.1 CORPS OF ENGINEERS DOCUMENTS

Under the Defense Environmental Restoration program (DERP), the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Los Angeles District had prepared an Inventory Project Report (INPR), dated
5 April 1998. The INPR provides that net DOD acquisitions associated with this site
totaled 9,120.2 acres, of which 2,640 are identified as eligible for DERP-FUDS. A copy
of the INPR is included in Appendix D.

2.2 OTHER REPORTS

No other engineering or environmental study reports were found for this site.

Section 2 — Previous Site Investigations
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3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION
3.1 LAND USAGE

3.1.1 Location

The former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range (CSCFR) site, consisting of 2,640 acres,
represents that portion of the former range facility that is no longer under DOD control.
The majority of the original range is an active DOD reservation.

The CSCEFR site, as addressed in this ASR, is located about 10 miles northwest of El
Centro, Imperial County, California. The site occupies portions of Sections 32, 33, and
34 of Township 14 South, Range 12 East; and all of Sections 3, 4, 5, and a portion of
Section 9 of Township 15 South, Range 12 East. The former firing range lies primarily
within Section 9 with the remaining acreage being the safety fan.

3.1.2 Past Use

Prior to DoD acquiring the site it was public lands of a nonspecific use.

3.1.3 Present Use

The site is public land used for recreational purposes. The former range proper is still
used as such by the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association under lease from BLM.

3.2 CLIMATIC DATA

Climatological data for this site was taken from a weather station office located in Yuma
(50 miles east of the site). This data is presented in TABLE 3.2.1.

Yuma has a desert climate. Winter is a period of mostly clear skies and abundant
sunshine. Yuma records a higher percentage of time with sunshine than any other place
in the United States. Even in December and January, Yuma averages more than eight
hours of sunshine a day. Summers in the lower Colorado River Valley are long and hot.
Afternoon temperatures reach at least 100° Fahrenheit (F) on the average from June 4 to
September 24, and at least 105° F from June 22 to August 26. Temperatures over 120° F
have occurred. From mid July to mid September, moisture-laden air from the Gulf of
California frequently invades the area. The water content of the air is higher than might
be expected over a desert area.

Precipitation in the Yuma area is sparse. Average annual precipitation is less than three
inches. The wettest years have produced less than 12 inches, and the driest years less
than one inch. Snow is rare in the Yuma area, but amounts less than two inches in a

Section 3 — Site Description
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winter season have been recorded. Peak wind gusts have been recorded at 66 knots from
the southeast (September 1976).

TABLE 3.2.1

Climatological Data for
Yuma, Arizona

Month Temperature Precipitation Wind
Average Average Average
Minimum Maximum Average Speed Average
(OF) (OF) {(inches) (knots) Direction

January 44 69 04 9 N
February 47 74 0.3 9 N
March 51 79 0.2 9 W
April 57 87 0.1 9 W
May 64 94 - 0.0 8 S
June 72 103 <0.1 10 SSE
July 80 107 0.2 11 SSE
August 80 106 0.5 10 SSE
September 74 102 03 - 9 SSE
October 63 91 0.3 7 N
November 51 78 0.2 8 N
December 44 69 0.4 8 N
Average 61 88 3.0 9 N

Source: International Station Meteorological Climate Summary, Version 4.0 CD ROM,
September 1996. Jointly produced by: Department of the Navy - Fleet Numerical
Meteorology and Oceanography Detachment, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration- National Climate Center and the U.S. Air Force Environmental

Technical Application Center.

Section 3 — Site Description
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3.3 GEOLOGY AND SOILS

3.3.1 Geology

The former Camp Seeley site is located in the Salton Trough section of the Basin and Range
physiographic province. This section is characterized by desert alluvial slopes and deltaic
plains. The site is located just over fifty miles to the north of the northern tip of the Gulf of
California. The Salton Trough is a rift valley that owes its existence to the same tectonic
forces that created the gulf.

Structurally, the Salton Trough section is a complexly faulted graben. There are three major
northwest-trending fault systems in the southwestern portion of Imperial County. The faults
are, from northeast to southwest, the San Andreas, San Jacinto, and Elsinore faults. These
faults exhibit right-lateral and vertical movement.

The site is located on the Palm Spring Formation of Cenozoic age. The geology of the
formation is interbedded nonmarine, light gray, arkosic sandstone and reddish clay.
Folds are displayed along the margins of the Salton trough, in the vicinity of the Winona
Bombing Target sites. These folds were produced where the young, Cenozoic
sedimentary filling has been uplifted.

3.3.2 Soils

The majority of the soils on the surface of the Camp Seeley site are nearly level, well
drained and somewhat excessively drained fine sand and loamy fine sand in alluvial basins
and on alluvial fans and terraces. They were formed in alluvial or eolian sands from diverse
sources. Typically, the soil is reddish yellow or pinkish yellow, fine sand to a depth of 60
inches.

Permeability is rapid, and available water capacity is low. Surface runoff is moderate to
fast, and the hazard of erosion is moderate. There is a high hazard of soil blowing and
abrasion to young plants. A typical profile of the site soils is shown in Table 3-1 below.

Table 3-1. Soil Profile

DEPTH | SOIL DESCRIPTION PERCENTAGE PASSING LIQUID | PLAS-
(in) SIEVE NUMBER' LIt TICITYI
NDEX
#4 #40 #200
0-9 Fine sand 100 50-80 10-25 - NP
9-60 Sand, fine sand 100 40-85 5-30 -— NP

Table modified from Soil Survey of Imperial County, CA.

Section 3 — Site Description
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There is little or no potential for frost development in the soil at the Camp Seeley site.

34 HYDROLOGY

3.4.1 Surface Water

Since this site is located in such an arid region, there is very little runoff from this site.
There are a number of small, intermittent streams located along the western and southern
portions of this site. When they are flowing, they flow into either sandy soils where
moisture is absorbed or into canals. The southern portion of this site will drain into
Fillaree Canal. The northern and eastern portions of this site (if enough water is present)
eventually drain into Thistle Canal. No United States Geological Survey stream gaging
stations exist at this site.

3.4.2 Ground Water

The Camp Seeley site area is underlain by a regionally extensive system of desert basins.
These desert or drainage basins receive the majority of their recharge from precipitation
runoff from the surrounding mountains and the Salton Sea to the north. The water is
absorbed and held by the coarse-grained Quaternary alluvial sediments. The water is
therefore unconfined. The depth to groundwater fluctuates greatly due to the surplus or lack
of precipitation in the area. ‘

The land is dry and must be irrigated to be used for pastureland or farmland. There are
extensive irrigation systems throughout the surrounding areas for both domestic and farm
use.

3.5 EcoLoGcy

The information provided for this site has been compiled from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the California Department of Fish and Game.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department of Game and Fish
have indicated that the following Federally listed, proposed, candidate and species of
concern, and state listed threatened, endangered or rare species may occur within
Imperial County. No additional information on rare or unusual ecosystems for the project
site was given.

Section 3 — Site Description
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Scientific Name Common Name Group Fed. St.
Status | Status
Bufo alvarius Colorado river toad Amphibian CSC
Scaphiopus couchii Couch’s Spadefoot Amphibian CSC
Acciprter cooperii Cooper’s hawk Bird CSC
Falco mexicanus Prairie falcon Bird CSC
Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus California black rail Bird CAT
Charadrius montanus Mountain plover Bird PT CSC
Kallus longirostris yumanensis Yuma clapper rail Bird E CAT
Sterna Nilotica Gull-billed tern Bird CSC
Rynchops niger Black skimmer Bird CSC
Coccyzus americanus occidentalis | Western yellow-billed cuckoo Bird CAE
Micrathene whitneyi Elf owl Bird CAE
Athene cunicularia Burrowing owl Bird CSC
Asio flammeus Short-eared owl Bird CSC
Melanerpes uropygialis Gila woodpecker Bird CAE
Colaptes chrysoides glided flicker Bird CAE
Empidonax traillii Willow flycatcher Bird CAE
Pyrocephalus rubinus Vermilion flycatcher Bird CSC
Mpyiarchus tyrannulus Brown-crested flycatcher Bird CSC
Toxostoma crissale Crissal thrasher Bird CSC
Toxostoma lecontei Le Conte’s thrasher Bird CSC
Vireo bellii arizonae Arizona bell’s vireo Bird CAE
Dendroica petechia sonorana Sonoran yellow warbler Bird CSC
Dendroica Petechia Brewsters Yellow warbler Bird CSC
Icteria virens Yellow-breasted chat . CSC
Bird

Piranga rubra Summer tanager Bird CSsC
Junco hyemalis caniceps California gray-headed junco Bird CS8C
Macrotus californicus California leaf-nosed bat Mammal CSC
Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens Pale bigreared bat Mammal CSC
Antrozous Pallidus Pallid bat Mammal CSC
FEumops perotis californicus California mastiff bat Mammal CSC
Sigmodon hispidus eremicus California mastiff bat Mammal CSC
Sigmodon arizonae plenus Colorado river cotton rat Mammal CSC
Ptyechocheilus lucius Colorado squawfish Fish E CAE
Xyrauchen texanus Razorback sucker Fish E CAE
Cyprinodon maccularius Desert pupfish Fish E CAE
Ovis Canadensis cremnobates Peninsular bighorn sheep | Mammal E CAT
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Scientific Name Common Name Group Fed. St.
Status | Status
Xerobates agassizii Desert tortoise Reptile T CAT
Coleonyx switaki Barefoot banded gecko Reptile CAT
Phrynosoma mcalli Flat-tailed horned lizard Reptile PT CSC
Helianthus niveus ssp tephrodes Algodones dunes sunflower Plant CAE
Astragalus magdalenae var peirsonit Peirson’s milk-vetch Plant T CAE

Key to Listings

E - Endangered

T -- Threatened

PEK -- Proposed Endangered

PT -- Proposed Threatened

C -- Candidate Taxon, Ready for Proposal
SC -+ Other species of concern to the Service
SCx -~ Other species of concern to the Service,
possibly extirpated from the area

D - Delisted

(CH) -- Critical Habrtat

CAE -- State Listed Endangered
CAT -- State Listed Threatened
CAR -- State Kare Specles

CSC -- State Fish and Game Species of Concern

Federally endangered and threatened species are protected by Federal law and must be
considered prior to project development. If the action agency determines that listed
species or critical habitat may be adversely affected by a federally funded, permitted, or
authorized activity, the action agency must request formal consultation with the Service.
Candidate species are those for which there is sufficient information to support a proposal
for listing. Although candidate species have no legal protection under the Act, the Service
recommends that they be considered in the planning process in the event that they
become listed or proposed for listing prior to project completion.

No additional information on the occurrence of rare or endangered species or natural
communities is known at this time. This does not mean that other State or Federally listed
species may not be present within the areas of interest. An on site inspection by
appropriate state and federal personnel may be necessary to verify the presence, absence
or location of listed species, or natural communities if remedial action is recommended as
part of the final ASR.
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3.6 Demographics

33,871,648

Population, 2000 142,361 |

percent ch

2 |Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2000

E Homeownership rate, 2000
(.

@ Persons per household, 2000

raly

nd
Median househcld mone income, 1997 model-based estimate

i@ |Children below povenrty, percent, 1997 model-hased estimate 43.8% 24.6%
; 2,260 784,935

Federal funds and grants, 2000 ($1000)
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155,959

area, 2000 (square miles)

# {Metropolitan Area

(a) Includes persons reporting only one race.
(b) Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categeries.

For additional demographic information, go to the following internet link:
http://quickfacts.census,gov/qfd/states/06/0607 1.html
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4.0 HISTORICAL ORDNANCE USAGE
4.1 HISTORICAL SITE SUMMARY
4.1.1 General Site History

In November 1940, elements of the Eleventh U.S. Cavalry Regiment began to arrive in
the very small town of Seeley, approximately 8 miles west of El Centro, CA. The
Eleventh Cavalry, a portion of which also moved to Camp Morena, had been organized
into two line squadrons of three troops each. Each troop included three rifle platoons of
three squads, a light machine gun platoon, and a troop headquarters. The Regimental
Headquarters and Service Troop consisted of staff and communications (pack radio)
platoons, transportation platoon and a platoon of armored scout cars. The Machine Gun
Troop comprised platoons of caliber .30 and .50 caliber heavy machine guns. Special
Weapons troop had 81 mm mortars and .50 caliber machine guns (Fifield n.d.).

The military conducted the movement of the Eleventh Cavalry and attachments from
Monterey, CA, to Seeley in three phases. The advance detachment, which arrived on 6
November, consisted of elements from the HQ & Service Troop, Troop B, and a Medical
Detachment. On 17 November the main force arrived with the following subordinate
units: HQ & Service Troop, Band, Troop A, Machine Gun (MG) Troop, Troop B,
Medical Detachment, Veterinarian Detachment, and the 1% Squadron Detachment. On 18
November, remaining elements from the HQ and Service Troop, 1% Squadron
Detachment, Troop A, Troop B, MG Troop, Band, and the Medical Detachment, arrived
by motor transport (Hathaway 1940). With the troops several hundred horses also
arrived.

On leased land one mile north of the town of Seeley, the military built Camp Seeley, a
tent camp with temporary structures. Once settled in camp and scouting of the area, the
Eleventh Cavalry conducted by mounted and dismounted drills.. Officers instructed
troops in all phases of military tactics, the use of machine guns, rifles, pistols, map-
making, and reconnaissance.

The 11™ Cavalry constructed the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range in the vicinity of the
cantonment area of Camp Seeley for marksmanship training. The Camp Seeley Combat
Firing Range consisted of firing lines and an abutment. A sandstone bluff rises behind
the abutment. Due to the significant amount of acreage acquired, the Army also used the
area for maneuver purposes (Sykes 1940).

The Regiment stayed at Camp Seeley for a short time, just nearly over a year, while
waiting for the completion of Camp Lockett at Campo, San Diego County, where the
military planned the troops to be stationed to guard the border and the San Diego and
Arizona railtroad.

On 9 December 1941, the Eleventh Cavalry left Camp Seeley. However, a small
caretaker detachment remained at the camp to maintain the post and the Combat Firing
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Range since the military scheduled the Eleventh Cavalry to return in the spring and fall
for target practice (Imperial Valley Press 1941).

Near the end of the spring in 1942, the Army established Camp Seeley as the base of
operations for an Ordnance Desert Proving Ground, also known as the Ordnance Desert
Test Center. The Ordnance Branch designated the Ordnance Desert Test Command to
evaluate the capability and endurance of vehicles, equipment, and materials under harsh
conditions.

Toward the end of World War II the Office of the Chief of Ordnance conducted a review
of its ordnance installations under the military’s mobilization plan (Lutes 1944). In
concurrence with the Chief of Ordnance, the War Department deactivated the Camp
Seeley Ordnance Desert Proving Ground on 29 February 1944 (Wells 1944). The War
Department transferred jurisdiction of the installation to the 9™ Service Command. In
March 1945 the Army terminated its lease of the land for Camp Seeley and the Combat
Firing Range. The Department of Interior assumed custody of the property.

Toward the end of World War II, the Navy took an interest in the land in the proximity of
the town of Seeley and in the area of the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range in order to
establish a Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS). Eventually, the Navy acquired substantial
acreage from the Department of Interior, Imperial Valley authorities, and private owners
for a recovery parachute test range, gunnery training facilities, and air-to-ground target
ranges (Cupples 1950} (KEA Environmental, Inc. 1994).

After World War II, the California National Guard sought use of the former Camp Seeley
Combat Firing Range area. The California National Guard requested an inspection of the
area by the 6" Army. In June 1954, inspectors from the 6™ Army conducted a detailed
survey of the area and provided an inspection report to the Commander, Sixth Army,
which describes a “rifle range” of firing lines from 500, 300, 200, and 100 yards with an
“additional area needed for impact area” (Doucette 1953).

The inspection report describes a “20 point range” with only “five target frames in usable
condition”. The inspection report continues by a detailed description that notes “the butts
are full of drifted sand with a 10 inch reinforced concrete retaining wall on the parapet
side of the butts. The normal beaten zone is approximately 75 yards from the butts as a
sand stone bluff rises approximately 25 feet in elevation at this point. These sand stone
hills continue for approximately seven miles from the range. The firing lines have eroded
away and will have to be built up although they have and can be used in present
condition.” A map attached to the inspection report reflects range fans, an impact area,
and ricochet danger zones. The inspectors also state “the US Navy has an aerial gunnery
range Y section west of the west boundary of the present and proposed range area”.

The California National Guard designated HQ & HQ Company, 1% Battalion, 111"
Armored Cavalry Regiment (L), located in El Centro, CA, as the responsible unit for
supply of range material and targets for the range which then became known as the El
Centro Rifle Range (Weller 1953). The military acquired the necessary acreage for the
target range from the Department of Interior.
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The California National Guard planned the target range for basic and advanced
marksmanship training of 750 soldiers for weapons that included rifles, carbines, pistols,
and submachine guns with their associated caliber of .22, .30 carbine, .30 rifle, and .45
for a maximum range of 500 yards (Fulmer 1954). However, the plot plan and sketch
maps for the El Centro Rifle Range are inconsistent as to the maximum range for firing
with distances annotated up to 3,500 yards (Frazier 1955).

The National Guard used the target range for approximately two decades. According to
interviews conducted during research, other weapon systems had also been used at the
target range (.50 caliber machine gun, 20 mm gun, 81 mm mortar, 2.36 inch rocket, and
small howitzer). Research shows that all firing other than small arms occurred within the
“maneuver” area. The portion of the original CSCFR remains an active range. Also,
extensive research of historical documentation did not reveal the construction of
permanent ammunition storage facilities by the military at the site.

The former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range is now leased to the Imperial Valley Rifle
and Pistol Association and still used as a target range by various civil and law
enforcement organizations.

4.1.2 Summary of OE Activities

Original plans for the target range included the use of rifles, carbines, pistols, and
submachine guns.

4.1.3 Summary of CWM Activities

Research of available historical records did not provide an indication on the use chemical
warfare materials at the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range.

4.1.4 Certificate of Clearance
Extensive research did not reveal a Certificate of Decontamination for the site.
4.2 Review of Historical Records

Records relating to the history of Camp Seeley were reviewed at the following
repositories. Under each location is a listing of all record groups or accessions that were
researched. Also listed is a description of all documents copied relating this site.

4.2.1 National Archives I - Washington, DC
Military/Civil Reference Branches
700 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., NW
Washington, DC 20408-0001
POC: Mary Frances Morrow
(202) 502-5400
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The research team reviewed finding aids, consulted with archivists, and had a folder of
real estate documentation on target ranges in California copied. However, the research
team did not find pertinent information on the site.

Record Group 153 Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army)
Entry 56: Reservation File Sub Series II
Boxes 88-96

4.2.2 National Archives II — College Park
Military Reference Branch
8601 Delphi Road
COLLEGE PARK, MDD 20740-6001
POC: Wilbert Mahoney
(301) 713-7250

Record Group 18 Records of the Army Air Forces
Entry 1C: Bulky Decimal Files, Confidential and Secret Decimal File,
1945-Oct 48
Box 448

Entry 1D: Decimal Files 1946-47 Confidential and Secret Correspondence File,
1945-Oct 48 '
Box 672

Entry 1F: Bulky Decimal File 1946-47 Confidential and Secret Decimal
Correspondence File, 1945 Oct 48
Boxes 773-776

Entry: Decimal File, Jan-Oct 1948 Confidential and Secret Decimal
Correspondence File, 1945 Oct 1948
Box 839

Entry 2: June 44-46 Air Adjutant General Unclassified Decimal Files, Site
Surveys
Boxes 2277-2281, 2555-2257, and 2308-2312

Entry 2A: , Air Adjutant General Jun 44-66; Decimal 684
Boxes 2248, 2797 and 2798

Entry 2E: Decimal File 1948 (Unclassified Decimal Correspondence File,
June 44 Oct 48 '
Box 3188, 3191 and 3192

Entry 15: Decimal File 1939-46
Box 37
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Entry 46: Office of the Air Inspector, Central Decimal Correspondence Files
Boxes 30-37 and 96-98

Entry 47: Decimal Files 1943
Box 1of 1

Entry 5: Decimal Files 1944-1945
Box 25

Entry 166: Central Decimal Files 1917-38, Series 1I Project Files, Sub Series 1
Airfields
Boxes 1516-1517

Entry 292: Oct 42-44, Air Adjutant Generals Unclassified Décimal Files
Box 1578

Entry 292A: Central Decimal Files Oct 42-May 1944 (General Correspondence)
Boxes 1641 and 1642

Entry 294: Oct 1942-44 Air Adjutant Generals Formerly Security Classified
Bulky Decimal Files “686”
Boxes 293, 291, 950-952, and 558

Record Group 40 General Records of the Department of Commerce
Entry UD68: Minutes of Meetings of the Air Traffic Control Board
Box 1 Meeting 1-109 April 7, 1941-June 23, 1942

Record Group 71 Records of the Bureau of Yards and Docks
Entry 1013: Interdepartmental Air Traffic Control Board Meetings
Boxes 1 and 2

Record Group 77 Record of the Chief of the Corps of Engineers
Entry 1011: Security Classified Subject Files 1940-45
Boxes 785 and 790-792

Entry 106B: General Correspondence 1918-1945
Box 775

Entry 391B: Construction Completion Reports 1917-1943 (Formerly Security
Classified)
Boxes 14-16

Entry 393: Historical Records of Buildings and Equipment 1905-42
Box 304

Entry 1023: General Correspondence, Airfields and Related Facilities 1940-45
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Boxes 6-29, 37-55, and 105-113

Record Group 107 Record of the Office of the Secretary of War
Entry 211: Establishment of Airfields and Air Bases 1940-45
Boxes 203 and 208

Record Group 121 Records of the Public Building Service
Entry 81: Records Relating to Surplus Real Property 1946-50
Boxes 1-9

Record Group 1353 Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army)
Entry 56: Reservation Files Sub Series IT
Box 14

Record Group 159 Records of the Office of the Inspector General
Entry 26D: General Correspondence 1939-47 Unclassified
Boxes 534 and 1085

Entry 26E: General Correspondence 1939-47 Formerly Confidential
Correspondence
Box 192

Entry 26F: Secret Correspondence 1939-47
Box 77

Record Group 160 Records of Headquarters Army Service Forces
Entry 27: Installations Branch Correspondence 1942-46
Boxes 48-52, Seeley/9tll Service Command

Entry 196A: Office of the director of Personnel Special Services Division
General Records 1941-45
Box 264, 293-298, 431, 367, 369, and 414

Record Group 175 Records of the Chemical Warfare Service
Entry 1: Chemical Warfare Correspondence 1939-42
Box 340 and 214-217

Box 214, Correspondence War Department, Adjutant General’s Office to
Chief of the Army Air Forces, dated 24 February 1942, subject:
Temporary Facilities for Test of Equipment in Desert Terrain.

Box 215, Correspondence from Hdq. Ninth Corps Area, Office of the
Chemical Office to Chief, Chemical Warfare Service, dated 3 April 1941,
subject: Shipment of Chemical Warfare Training Equipment to Eleventh
Cavalry.
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Box 215, Correspondence from War Department, Office Chief Chemical
Warfare Service, dated 31 March 1941, regarding the shipments of masks,
gas, training MIAL Camp Seeley.

Entry 2: Index Brief, 1918-October 1942
Box 66

Record Group 237 Records of the Federal Aviation Administration
Entry 37: Records Relating to IATCBM
Boxes 1-4

Box 3, Board Meeting No. 256, contains information regarding Gunnery
Range for Marine Corps Air Station, El Centro.

Record Group 269, General Records of the General Services Administration
Entry 6: Real Property Case Files 1945
Boxes 54 and 55

Record Group 270 Records of the War Assets Administration
Entry: Subject Files, 1946-1949, Status, Decimal 319.1 to Decimal 453.7
Boxes 46, 47 and 50-64

Entry:" Files of the Real Property Review Board, 1946-1949
Boxes 1-10, 14-16, and 19

Entry: Subject File of the Central Office of Real Property, 1946-1949
Boxes 10-13, 15, 17, 18, 20, and 48

RG 337 Records of the Headquarters Army Ground Force
Entry 16: Administration Division Formerly Classified Decimal Correspondence
Files 1941-52
Box 45

Record Group 338 Records of U,S. Army Commands 1942
Entry: Post, Camps and Stations
Box 501

Entry: General Correspondence 1927-45 (Chemical Warfare Officer)
Box 23

Entry: General Correspondence 1931-45 Adjutant General
Boxes 1-10

Entry: Files of the Fourth U.S. Army and Western Defense Command
Boxes 1,4, 7-15, and 92
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Entry: Files on XV Corps of Engineers
Boxes 7819-7827 and 7840-7847

Entry: 9" Service Command (Declassified)
Boxes 1-31, 35, 36, and 38

Entry: First Corps, Provost Marshall Section
Boxes 408-430

Record Group 407 Records of the Adjutant General’s Office, 1917-
Entry 360: Army AG Classified Decimal File, 1940-42
Boxes 4332- 4353, 9™ Service Command

Entry 361A: Adjutant General Decimal Files, 1940-45, Correspondence
Files
Box 12

Entry: Project Decimal File 1940-45
Box 4332 9™ Corps Area

Entry 361D: Adjutant General Decimal Files 1940-45
Box 11

Entry 363
Box 4047 — Ranges and Targets

Entry 363A: Unclassified Project Decimal Files 1940-1945
Boxes 4035, 4383-4386

Entry 363G: Adjutant General Decimal Files 1946-48
Box 1024

4.2.3 National Archives (Archives II), Cartographic & Architectural Branch
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
POC: Jennifer Nelson or Henry Gwzado
(301) 713-7040

The research team reviewed finding aids, consuited with archivists, and reviewed map
collections of the DTC in RG 77. However, the research team did not find pertinent
information on the site.

4.2.4 National Archives—Still Pictures Branch
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
POC: Reference Desk
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(301) 713-6795

The research team reviewed the card catalog and consulted with the archivists and found
no pertinent information concerning the site.

4.2.5 Center of Military History
CMH Library
Ft. McNair
103 Third Avenue
Washington, DC 20319-5058
POCs: Bob Wright/John McGrath
(202) 685-3098/4114/4008

The research reviewed the holdings of the above repository and did not find pertinent
information on the site.

4.2.6 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

7701 Telegraph Road

Alexandria, VA

POCs: Dr. Walker and Dr. Gordon
(703) 428-6558/7553

The research team reviewed finding aids and did not find any indication of
pertinent information on the site.

4.2.7 Chemical Biological Defense Command Historical Office
Aberdeen Proving Ground
Edgewood, MD 21010
POC: Kathy Ciolfi
(410) 671-4430

No information was obtained from this repository concerning Camp Seeley.

4.2.8 National Personnel Records Center
9700 Page Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63132-5100
POC: John Daly
(314) 539-4107

Boxes in the following accessions were review for information concerning Camp Seeley
or Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range. No documents, correspondence or maps

regarding the camp or the firing range were in these files.

Accession Boxes
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4.2.9

342-48B-5043
342-480-6026
342-491L-4005
342-49F-6035
342-49H-6037
342-49E-6035
342-50A-3006
342-50D-4001
342-50E-4001
342-50F-4003
342-57H-3001

Boxes 1 and 2 of 2 boxes

Boxes 3 of 4 boxes

Box 15 and 18 of 19 boxes

Boxes 17, 18, 26 and 27 of 27 boxes
Boxes 38, 39 of 46 boxes

Box 1 of 1 box

Box 1 of 1 box

Box 1 of 1 box

Boxes 1, 6, 8, 9 and 10 of 13 boxes
Box 19

Box 16 0f 23

NARA Pacific Southwest Region

24000 Avila Road

Laguna Niguel, CA 92656

POC: Bill Doty
(949) 360-2641

Record Group 77 Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers
Entry: California Military Site Audit Files 1849-1994

Box 34

1. Map: Real Estate, El Centro National Guard Rifle Range, Military
Reservations, dated 19 July 1956.

2. Correspondence from Hdg. Sixth Amy to Adjutant General, State of
California, dated 24 June 1955, Subject: National Guard Rifle Range,

Imperial Valley.

3. Acquisition Progress Report, dated 15 September 1958, regarding El
Centro National Guard Rifle Range

Box 35, Seeley

Box 120, Secley
1. Map: Camp Seeley, Imperial County, California. This map shows the
location of the Combat Firing Range. (large map ordered)

2. Correspondence from John O’Brien, Director of Real Estate to
Honorable Fred W. Johnson, Department of Interior, dated 23 June 1945,
regarding the retumn of stated property to the Department of the Interior.

3. Warning Notice from the Army Service Forces, Office of the Chief of
Engineers, dated 20 April 1944, regarding the surplus of 8,940 acres at
Camp Seeley

4. Map: Real Estate, Camp Seeley (C.A.M.A.), dated 23 December 1947.
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5. Correspondence from Horace F. Sykes, Adjutant General to The
Quartermaster General, dated 5 November 1940, Subject: Lease of Camp
Site for 11" Calvary.

6. Audit Report, dated 15 June 1950, for 434.42 acres at Camp Seeley.

7. Correspondence from Troop Units Branch to the Chief of Engineers,
dated 26 February 1944, Subject: Inactivation of Ordnance Desert
Proving Ground.

8. Correspondence from Horace Sykes, Adjutant General to the
Quartermaster General , dated 5 November 1940, subject: Lease of Camp
Site for 11" Cavalry.

9. Audit Report, dated 15 April 1948, regarding 8960 acres at Camp
Seeley Combat Firing Range.

10. Correspondence from John O’Brien, Brigadier General to Honorable
Fred Johnson, dated 23 June 1945, regarding the return of specified
section of property to the Department of the Interior.

I1. Map: Real Estate, Camp Seeley, Combat Firing Range, dated 30 .
December 1947.

Entry, Chief Military Land Acquisition Files 1849-1994

Boxes 7, 45 and 46 CAMA

Entry; Report of Operations 1940-1945

Boxes 1-5

Entry: Military Specifications File 1964

Box 212

Entry: Records Relating to Defense Environmental Restoration Program

Box 1

Record Group 181 Records of Naval Districts and Shore Establishments
Entry: 1 1" Naval District, Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations, Central
Subject Files 1934-1950

Box 1-8, 51, and 113

Entry: Records of the Commandant’s Office, General Correspondence, 1924-

Boxes 66, 208, 241, 242, 265, 266, and 267
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Record Group 270 Records of the War Assets Administration
Entry: California, Real Property Case Files
Boxes 41 and 42

4.2.10 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers—ILos Angeles District
911 Wilshire Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90017
POCs: Gil Gonzales
(213) 452-3719

The Camp Seeley file at this Corp of Engineers District Office contained copies of
documents obtained by Science Applications International Corporation when preparing
the INPR for this site. The research team copied these documents although many of them
are duplicates of the documents found at NARA-Pacific Southwest Region. The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Office, St. Louis District will maintain a copy of these files in
the ED-P Branch.

4.2.11 NAVFAC, San Diego
1220 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92132
POCs: Tom Phelps, Cadastral; John Rullman, Realty; Terry Martin,
Environmental; and Jim Dohna, Activity Liaison Officer
(619) 532-1169/1160/4207/3054

The research team reviewed primarily maps, related historical documentation, and real
estate files. However, the research team did not find pertinent information on the site.

4.2.12 Naval Air Facility El Centro
Public Works Department
Environmental and Natural Resources Division
1605 3™ Street, Bldg. 504, Code FR83
El Centro, CA 92243-5001
POC: Alfredo G. Rivera
(760) 339-2226

The research team copied Appendix C (Historic and Archeological Survey) of the
Historic and Archeological Resources Protection Plan for Naval Air Facility, El Centro,
dated 199_4, which contained references to the site.

4.2.13 Bureau of Land Management
El Centro Field Office
California Desert District
1661 South 4™ Street
El Centro, CA 92243
POC: Arnold F. Schoeck
(760) 337-4441
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The research team obtained or copied maps and aerials of El Centro and the surrounding
area.

4.2.14 Imperial County Historical Society
Pioneer Museum
373 East Aten Road
Imperial, CA 92251
POC: Lynn Housouer
(760) 356-4746

The research team reviewed finding aids for the repository, conducted
research, and copied donations of personal papers by veterans, who served in

the area, including a log book for parachute jumps and a regimental history
of the 11th U.S. Cavalry.

4.3 Summary of Interviews

4.3.1 Contacts were conducted by telephone and/or email, both prior to and during the
site inspection. The primary purpose of these contacts was to seek individuals
knowledgeable of the site and to coordinate follow-up visits during the site inspection
phase of this ASR's preparation.

For the record, the research team contacted many other individuals, besides contacts at
the repositories listed in Paragraph 4.2 above, in an extensive effort to obtain pertinent
information on the site. Individuals contacted briefly by phone and/or email, who desired
to support the team’s research effort but did not have pertinent information to provide the
research team, include: Arnold F. Schoeck, Margaret Hangdon, and Kellie Greer, BLM,
El Centro Field Office, California Desert District, 1661 South 4t Street, El Centro, CA
92243, (760) 337-4441; Karen Collins, Archeological Research Center, 11 West Frontage
Rd., Ocotillo, CA 92259, (760) 358-7016; Jim Dohna, Activity Liaison Officer,
NAVFACENCOM, Southwest Division, Operations, Code 05L.JD, 1220 Pacific
Highway, San Diego, CA, 92132-5190, (619) 532-3054; and Jerry Kear, Naval Air
Facility El Centro, Public Works Department, Mapping Division, 1605 3™ Street, Bldg.
504, Code FR83, El Centro, CA 92243-5001, (760) 339-2226.

At 0900 hours on 2 April (Tuesday) 2002 in the Hotel Continental Breakfast Room of the
John Jay Inn (Best Western), El Centro, CA, the inspection team consisting of Dennis
Gilmore, Project Manager, Fred Miller, Historian, and Gregg Kocher, Safety Specialist,
held a meeting with local representatives on the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing
Range and Base Camp.

Through telephonic coordination by Fred Miller, the following individuals attended the
meeting:

Mr. Bill Lee, Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association IVRPA) and Vice
President/General Manager of Ryerson Company (Construction Supplies), Telephone:
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(760) 352-4341, FAX: (760) 352-8028, Address: 802 E. Main St., El Centro, CA 92243,
email: blee4341@aol.com.

Mr. Ken Claverie, Local Citizen and Member of the IVRPA, Telephone: (760) 357-
4006, Email: kenval@thegrid.net accompanied Mr. Bill Lee.

Mr. Ed Mealey, Local Senior Citizen and President of Ed Mealey Construction
Company, Inc., Telephone: (760) 352-2002, Mobile Phone: (760) 427-9230, FAX:
(760} 352-1164, Address: 702 S. Industry Way, El Centro, CA 92243, accompanied Mr.
Bill Lee.

Mr. Larry Gaffey, Chief of Operations, BLM, Telephone: (760) 337-4400/4441,
Address: BLM, 1661 S. 4® St., El Centro, CA 92243, email: lgaffey@ca.blm.gov

Mr. Carl David, Range Manager, El Centro Naval Air Facility, Telephone: (760) 339-
2665, Address: NAF El Centro, 1605 3" St., Building 139, El Centro, CA 92243, email:
david.carl.w @nafec.navy.mil

Mr. Stephen Rebik, Range Master, Sheriff’s Office, Telephone: (760) 339-6357, FAX:
(760) 339-6348, Address: 328 W. Applestill Rd., El Centro, CA 92243.

Mr. David Yaryan, Investigations, Imperial County Sheriff’s Office, Address: 328
Applestill Road, El Centro, CA 92244, Telephone: (760) 339-6324, FAX: (760) 339-
0137, Web Site: www.icso.org.

Mr. Jim Collins, Envirenmental and Natural Resources Division, El Centro Naval Air
Facility, Address: 1605 3™ Street, Bldg 504, Code 83, El Centro, CA 92243-5001

Individuals invited and who accepted the invitation to meet but did not attend included:

Mr. Brad Garrison, Chief, Imperial County Fire Department, Telephone: (760) 355-
1191, FAX: (760) 355-1482, Address: 2514 La Brucherie Road, Imperial, CA 92251

SKFC Rafael Perez, NCOIC, National Guard Armory and Recruiting Station, Telephone:
(760) 352-3741, FAX: (760) 352-8503, Address: 310 4™ St., El Centro, CA 92243,

email: Rafael.Perez @ca.ngb.army.mil

Lacal Senior Citizen, SFC (Ret) Xavier Johnson, did not accompany SFC Perez though
previously arranged.

Ms. Margaret Hangan, Archeologist, BLM, Telephone: (760) 337-4400, Address: BLM,
1661 S. 4™ St., El Centro, CA 92243, email: mhangan@ca.blm.gov

Mr. Steve Bogdan, Historian, Research & Procurement, Telephone: (760) 356-4746,
Address: 420 East 6® Street, Holtville, CA 92250, email: SteveBogdan@Prodigy.net
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During telephonic coordination for the meeting, Fred Miller requested information of
relevance on both the former Camp Seeley and Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
(CSCFR) from the individuals who did not attend.

All attendees expressed their familiarity with the CSCFR site Iocated about 10 miles
northwest of El Centro, Imperial County, California. Mr. Lee stated that IVRPA had
been using the target range since 1980, but only had a signed leased dated 1984.

Virtually all the attendees at the meeting stated that they had encountered remains of
various types of ordnance at the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range (CSCFR) and
in the surrounding area. Remains of ordnance found included 9 mm, .22, .30 carbine, .30
rifle, .45, and .50 caliber.

Members of the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) noted that the
former combat firing range is oriented to fire toward the mountains north of the range.
Representatives from the BLM and Navy commented that the original site had also been
used as a maneuver area and was four times the size of the site as it is today. In addition,
the attendees mentioned that the area around the former combat firing range is also public
land used for recreational purposes, including the area north toward the mountain range.

IVRPA members stated they had constructed a new range facility on the site since the
military’s departure, portions of which fall outside of the FUDS boundary. By using
available maps at the meeting, IVRPA members described portions of the newly
constructed range which fall within the FUDS boundary, which include a renovated
military range (800 yard range), a 200 yard Silhouette Range, and the Imperial Valley
Bomb Squad Disposal area. Mr. Lee of the IVRPA stated that the Seabees actually
constructed portions of the new target range in exchange for the Seabee’s use of the
target range for marksmanship training.

Representatives from MCAS El Centro provided a description of the area adjacent and
west of the former CSCFR formerly used by the Navy and Marines as a parachute test
facility and a target range with a moving target on rail tracks for test purposes.

Mr. Claverie recalled his dad’s memories of the 134™ Tank Battalion and the 75™
Artillery (with 75 mm guns) having been in the proximity of the site decades earlier.
Mr. Lee added that a Civil War reenactment takes place on occasion at the site during
which time old cannons are fired.

IVRPA members noted with pride that shooting clubs from California have occasionally
come to the target range to fire the .50 BMG rifle which has a long range beyond 2,000
yards.

Most of the attendees agreed that the foot of the mountains, north of the former combat
target range, contained the largest quantity of remains from ordnance.
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All attendees present knew that the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association
(IVRPA), under lease from BLM, continues to use the former CSCFR, as well as local
civil and law enforcement authorities.

A summation of individuals who provided interesting information separate from the
meeting on 2 April is provided below:

Mr. Steve Bogdan, Historian, Research & Procurement, Pioneer Museum, 420 East 6
Street, Holtville, CA 92250, (760) 356-4746: He stated that ordnance, primarily small
arms, has been pericdically found throughout Imperial County. He described the former
Camp Seeley, its target range, and “maneuver area” as outlined in historical
documentation.

Dr. Jay von Werlhof, Archeologist, Archeological Research Center, 11 West Frontage
Road, Ocotilio, CA 922359, (760) 358-7368: Dr. Werlhof, who is also a retired college
professor, stated he walked much of the Yuha with classes during the 1960s and 1970s, in
his archeological pursuits. When asked if he had pertinent information regarding our
site, specifically finding ordnance, Dr. Werlhof stated he could not help the research
team.

Alfredo G. Rivera, Naval Air Facility Ei Centro, Public Works Department,
Environmental and Natural Resources Division, 1605 31 Street, Bldg. 504, Code FR83,
El Centro, CA 92243-5001, (760) 339-2226: When inquired about the Camp Seeley,
Mr. Rivera spoke of an area northwest of El Centro approximately 4 to 5 miles where
tanks had driven. The area is littered with tank treads as well as pieces of other types of
vehicles. He stated he did not know the history behind the area he referenced above.
Instead Mr. Rivera described Target 103, Site 8, and Site 10 that is used by MCAS El
Centro for target practice.

John Payne, local citizen associated with the Archeological Research Center, P.O. Box
442, Ocotillo, CA 92259, (760) 358-7335: Mr. Payne recalled his memories of General
Patton’s DTC, specifically the sight of a tank battalion on the Yuha Mesa overlooking
Coyote Valley. He stated that General Patton’s troops, wheeled and mechanized vehicles
traversed all the surrounding terrain.

Any pertinent information derived from these interviews is covered within the text of this
ASR.

44 AIRPHOTO INTERPRETATION AND MAP ANALYSIS

4.4.1 General Area Map Analysis

Map analysis was performed using the 1:24,000 USGS Superstition Mtn., California,
1956 (photorevised 1979) edition and the Brawley NW, California, 1957 (photorevised

1979 edition) topographic line maps. The USGS quadrangles shows both planimetric and
topographical features.
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Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range covers a portion of Imperial County in southern
California approximately 8 miles northwest of the city of El Centro, CA. Unimproved
roads or trails provide access to the target from the east and west. A firing range is
shown on the Brawley NW topographic map in the very southern portion of the site. As
outlined on the topographic map the firing range is approximately 250’ in an east-west
direction and 1800’ in the north-south direction.

4.4.2 Site Specific Map and Drawing Analysis

No site-specific maps or drawings were available for analysis.

4.4.3 Air Photo Interpretation

Government and contractor personnel conducted an aerial photography database search.
The aerial photography retrieved covered Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range during the
time period prior to, during and following military use. The imagery acquired is in

photographic print format. The analyst performed the interpretation using the following
source materials:

Photo. Date Approx. Scale Source Frame ID #s

22 Feb 1949 1:20,000 National Archive (USDA) ABN-5F-2to 4
ABN-4F-177 to 180,
220

12 Apr 1953 1:20,000 National Archive (USDA) ABN-9M-179to0 182

18 Apr 1953 1:20,000 National Archive (USDA) ABN-10M-56to 58

6 Jun 1965 1:20,000 ASCS 2-FF-14 to0 20

1-FF- 40 to 46, 73 to
79

27 Oct 1978 1:32,500 EROS 02697, 211 & 212

22 May 1994 1:40,000 ASCS 6801, 26 to 30

30 Sep 1995 1:40,000 ASCS 6821, 32 t0 36

The analyst delineated imagery containing important areas on hard copy plots and
digitized it using Computer-Aided Drafting and Design (CADD) software. The digitized
features overlay scanned aerial photography, resulting in the final plots (see Plates 2, &
3). The analysis involved using stereo viewing of photography that allows more accurate
identifications than monoscopic interpretations. Resolution and scale of the imagery
limited the identification of features discussed in this study. The analyst used the word
"probable” when discussing features for which identification is reasonably accurate. The
analyst used the term "possible” when identification was not positive, but the object/area
matched known features/locations on other sources. Analysis of the aerial photographs
referenced the site maps discussed in sections 4.4.1 and 4.4.2 above. The bolded
numbers in parentheses referenced in the sub-paragraphs below refer to the feature
descriptions on the annotated aerial photography plates. Note: Feature description

Section 4 — Historical Ordnance Usage
Page 4-17



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
Imperial County, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

-—— —————numbers-are not necessarily-transferable between imagery plates-of different years. The
sub-paragraphs below describe the relevant features identified on the imagery:

4.4.3.1 1949 Imagery - The 1949 imagery shows a firing/rifle range in the very southern
center of the site. There are five large parallel berms visible that are orientated E-W and
extend approximately 1600 feet from the north berm to the south berm. The four
northern berms extend about 200 feet in length E-W and have another berm, triangular in
shape, on the northemn side pointing to the north. The berm furthest to the south may
only be about 50 feet in length and does not have the associated triangular shaped berm.
Dirt trails are noted connecting this series of berms.

4.4.3.2 1953, 1965, and 1978 Immagery - Aerial imagery reviewed from later dates
revealed no additional information of possible ordnance or military related functions.
The berms described on the 1949 imagery are still clearly visible on this photography.

4.4.3.3 1994 and 1995 Imagery — On the 1994 and 1995 imagery the parallel berms are
still visible but not as distinct. In addition, approximately 1,500 feet due west from this
location, are newer berms in rectangular patterns, side by side, covering an area
approximately 1000 feet square. These berms did not show up on the 1978 photography.
No additional information of possible ordnance or military related functions was noted.
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5.0 REAL ESTATE

5.1 CONFIRMED DOD OWNERSHIP

The INPR indicates that the Army initially acquired the 8,960.2 acres CSCER site by
transfer from the Department of the Interior (DOT) in 1941. Between 1945 and 1947, the
site was retransferred to DOL. Portions of the site have been subsequently reacquired and
disposed of by the Army and Navy. The resultant net acreage disposed of is 2,640 acres
(see Plate 4).

5.2 POTENTIAL DOD OWNERSHIP

No additional areas of concern have been identified. The majority of the former range
site, as originally acquired, remain under DOD control.

5.3 PRESENT OWNERSHIP

The disposed of property is owned by DOI, managed by BLLM, and is part of the
Superstition Mountain Off-Highway Vehicle Area, which is use for off-road recreational
activities.

5.4 SIGNIFICANT PAST OWNERSHIP OTHER THAN DOD

The Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) leases from BLM that part of
the site that contains the firing range. The [VRPA property includes the former CSCFR
target pit abutment which 1is not currently in use.
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6.0 SITE INSPECTION

The subject site inspection was conducted on Tuesday, 2 April 2002, by the following
personnel of the St. Louis District:

Dennts W. Gilmore Project Manager
Gregg Kocher Safety Specialist
Fred Miller Historian

The findings of the site inspection are depicted on Plate 3 of this ASR.

The CSCFR site is located about 10 miles northwest of El Centro, Imperial County,
California. The site occupies portions of Sections 32, 33, and 34 of Township 14 South,
Range 12 East; and all of Sections 3, 4, 5, and a portion of Section 9 of Township 15
South, Range 12 East.

The former firing range lies primarily within Section 9. It was oriented such that the
mountains north of the range formed a backstop. The site is public land used for
recreational purposes. The Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association, under lease
from BLM, continues to utilize the former range. They have since constructed a new
range facility on the site, portions of which fall partially outside of the FUDS boundary
(see layout of the IVRPA Range at Plate 3).

The portions of the newly constructed range which fall within the FUDS boundary
includes the renovated military range (800 yard range), the 200 yard Silhouette Range,
and the Imperial Valley Bomb Squad Disposal area, located at N 32° 52’ 59.0” W 115°
43’ 47.1” (using a Garmin e-Trex Legend set to WGS-84),

As expected, expended small arms rounds from calibers .22 - .50 were found throughout
the site. The area at the foot of the mountain, north of the former military range
contained the largest quantity of spent rounds. Other items observed included various
parts of civilian hand-grenades (mostly safety levers and fuze components from smoke
grenades) and a piece of an AN-MK-23 three-pound miniature practice bomb found near
the entrance to the range. This practice bomb is thought to have been placed at the site
by someone who removed it from the bombing range located north of the mountain
range, while the grenade parts were kicked out from the Bomb Squad range.

No evidence of any OE larger than small arms was observed. However, it is note that
historical documents indicate that 20mm rounds may have been fired on the site. The
original site was used as a maneuver area and was four times the size of the site
evaluated. Based on the fact that there have been no recoveries of larger caliber
ordnance, it is assumed that any firing of larger rounds probably occurred on that portion
of the former range located north of the rifle range.

Photographs of the site inspection are included at Appendix L.

Section 6 —Site Inspection
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7.0 EVALUATION OF ORDNANCE PRESENCE

Based on the extensive archive searches performed, the interviews of the owners and
individuals familiar with the site, the potential for hazardous munitions to be present on
the site is remote. Photographs of the site are provided at APPENDIX 1.

7.1. CONVENTIONAL ORDNANCE CONTAMINATION

The archive search uncovered evidence that the U.S. Army used conventional ordnance at
the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range. Although specific information is not
available, the types of ordnance most likely associated with the site included rifle and
machine gun ammunition. Expended small arms rounds from calibers .22 - .50 were
found throughout the site. The area at the foot of the mountain, north of the former
military range contained the largest quantity of spent rounds, including both military and
commercial bullets. Other items observed included various parts of civilian hand-
grenades (mostly safety levers and fuze components from smoke grenades) and a piece of
an AN-MK-23 three-pound miniature practice bomb found near the entrance to the range.
This practice bomb is thought to have been placed at the site by someone who removed it
from the bombing range located north of the mountain range, while the grenade parts
were kicked out from the Bomb Squad range.

It 1s reported that 20mm rounds and larger caliber artillery ammunition may have been
fired on this range, but no evidence was found to support this. It could be that any of this
ammunition impacted farther north of the current rifle range.

7.2. CHEMICAL WARFARE MATERIAL CONTAMINATION

The archive search uncovered no evidence of chemical warfare materials storage and
possible use. The archive search did not uncover evidence that any chemical warfare
materials remain on the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range.

Section 7 —Evaluation of Ordnance Presence
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8.0 TECHNICAL DATA OF ORDNANCE EXPLOSIVES

8.1 POTENTIAL OE AND CWM ITEMS

Based on the extensive archives searches performed, the interviews with the owner or
lessor of this DERP-FUDS and observations made during the conduct of the site
investigation, it is unlikely that any hazardous munitions remain on this range. As
expected, expended small arms rounds from calibers .22 - .50 were found throughout the
site. The area at the foot of the mountain, north of the former military range contained
the largest quantity of spent rounds, including both military and commercial bullets.
Other items observed included various parts of civilian hand-grenades (mostly safety
levers and fuze components from smoke grenades) and a piece of an AN-MK-23 three-
pound miniature practice bomb found near the entrance to the range. This practice bomb
is thought to have been placed at the site by someone who removed it from the bombing
range located north of the mountain range, while the grenade parts were kicked out from
the Bomb Squad range.

It is reported that 20mm rounds and larger caliber artillery ammunition may have been

fired on this range, but no evidence was found to support this. It could be that any of this
ammunition impacted farther north of the current rifle range.

8.2 DESCRIPTION OF CONVENTIONAL ORDNANCE
Small arms ammunition up to caliber .50 was known to have been fired on this range.
8.3 DESCRIPTION OF CHEMICAL WARFARE MATERIALS

The archive search report did not uncover evidence that any chemical warfare materials
remain on the former Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range.

Section 8 —Ordnance Technical Data
Page 8-1



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
Imperial County, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

9.0 EVALUATION OF OTHER SITE INFORMATION

. No other environmental concerns relevant to DOD were discovered during the research
or site visit.

Section 9 —Evaluation of Other Site Information
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APDS
APERS
AP-T
ASR
AT

BD
BD/DR
BLM
BRAC
CADD
cal
CBDCOM
CE
CEHNC
CEMVS
CEMVK
CERCLA
CFR
COE
ctg
CWM
CWS*
CX

DA
DERP
DoD
DOI
EE/CA
EIS

EM
EOD
EPA
FM

FS
FUDS

- GIS
GPS

GLOSSARY AND ACRONYMS

Army Air Field

Anti-Aircraft

American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienist
Army Environmental Center

Air Force Base

Armor Piercing

Armor Piercing Discarding Sabot

Anti-Personnel

Armor Piercing-Tracer

Archive Search Report

Anti-Tank

Base Detonating

Building Demolition/Debris Removal

Bureau of Land Management

Base Realignment and Closure

Computer-Aided Drafting and Design

Caliber

Chemical and Biological Defense Command

Corps of Engineers )

Corps of Engineers, Huntsville Engineering and Support Center
Corps of Engineers, Mississippi Valley-St. Louis District
Corps of Engineers, Mississippi Valley-Vicksburg District
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act
Code of Federal Regulations

Chief of Engineers

Cartridge

Chemical Warfare Material

Chemical Warfare Service

Center of Expertise

Department of the Army

Defense Environmental Restoration Program
Department of Defense

Department of Interior

Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis

Environmental Impact Statement

Engineer Manual

Explosive Ordnance Disposal

Environmental Protection Agency

Field Manual

Feasibility Study

Formerly Used Defense Sites

Geographic Information System

Global Positioning Satellite
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GIS
GPS
GSA
HE
HEAT
HEI
HEP
HTRW
HTW
IAS
IATCB
INPR
IRP
LD
MCX
MT
MTSQ
NARA
NAVSEA
NAS*
NCP
n.d.
NEW
NGVD
NIMA
NMAS
NPL
NOAA
NOFA
NPRC
NRC
NWS
OCE
OE

opP
OSHA
PA

PD

PE
PIBD
PM
PPE
QASAS
RAC
RG

RI

Geographic Information System

Global Positioning Satellite

General Services Administration

High Explosive

High Explosive Anti-Tank

High Explosive Incendiary

High Explosive Plastic

Hazardous Toxic and Radioactive Waste
Hazardous and Toxic Waste

Initial Assessment Study

Interdepartmental Air Traffic Control Board
Inventory Project Report

Installation Restoration Program

Lyme Disease

Mandatory Center of Expertise

Mechanical Time

Mechanical Time Super Quick

National Archives and Records Administration
Naval Sea Systems Command

Naval Air Station

National Contingency Plan

No Date

Net Explosive Weight

National Geographic Vertical Datum
National Imagery and Mapping Agency
National Map Accuracy Standards

National Priorities List

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
No Further Action

National Personnel Records Center
National Records Center

National Weather Service

Office Chief of Engineers

Ordnance and Explosives

Ordnance Pamphlet

Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Preliminary Assessment

Point Detonating

Professional Engineer

Point Initiating, Base Detonating

Project Manager

Personal Protective Equipment

Quality Assurance Specialist, Ammunition Surveillance
Risk Assessment Code

Record Group

Remedial Investigation

Appendix B - Glossary and Acronyms
Page B-2



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
El Centro, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

RI/FS
SARA
SOP

SPB*
SSHO
SSHP
TCRA
TEU

™

TNT

TP

USACE
USADACS
USAFHRA
USATCES
USATHMA
USC
USDA
USFWS
USGS
UXO
WAA*
WNRC

Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act
Standing Operating Procedures

Surplus Property Board

Site Safety and Health Officer

Site Safety and Health Plan

Time Critical Removal Action

United States Army Technical Escort Unit
Technical Manual

Trinitrotoluene

Target Practice

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Army Defense Ammunition Center and School
U.S. Air Force Historical Research Agency

U.S. Army Technical Center for Explosive Safety
U.S. Army Toxic and Hazardous Materials Agency
United States Code

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Geological Survey

Unexploded Ordnance

War Assets Administration

Washington National Records Center

* designates an historic acronym
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DEFENSE BNVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES
FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY

CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RANGE
EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA
SITE NO. JOSCA029100

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Army acquired 8,960.2 acres for the Camp Seeley Combat
Firing Range (CSCFR) by transfer from the Department of Interior
(DOT) undexr Executive Order No. 8865, dated 21 August 1941.

Between 1945 and 1947 the 8,960.2-acre site was retransferred to
DOI. Portions of the site were subsequently reacquired by the Army-
and Navy. The Army acquired a total of 1,520 acres (1,360 acres
overlapping the CSCFR site and 160 acres adjacent to its south
side) for the El Centro National Guard Rifle Range (NGRR} frem DOI,
Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), by Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
dated 26 August 1958, amended 14 April 1960. Between 1953 and 1967
the Navy acquired a total of 8,320 acres net, overlapping the CSCFR
site, as part of other larger acquisitians as follows: 2,560 acres
by withdrawal from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on 12 May
1953, subsequently returned to BLM on 17 July 1963; 4,640 acres as
part of the Recovery Parachute Test Range (RPTR) by Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU} with the BOR dated 20 June 1566, with amendment
dated 30 October 1968; 1,120 acres by Joint Use Agreement with the
Army dated 28 August 1967 for use of part of the NGRR; and 2,560
acres from private parties by lease effective 1 October 1967.

Total acquisitions under consideration consist of 9,120.2 acres
net, including the 8,960.2-acre CSCFR site and 160 acres of the
NGRR site, of which 8,320 acres were occupied by the Navy.

2. The site was used as a firing range, maneuver area, and
possibly a combat vehicle test area by various branches of the Army
stationed at nearby Camp Seeley (J09CAQ29000). The Army
constructed a firing range consisting of firing lines, target
frames, and a concrete target pit abutment. Firing lines were
located off the CSCFR site to the south, in the adjacent 160 acres
of the NGRR site. The National Guard used the site for training
with non-firing tracked vehicles, and for small arms target
practice. The U.$. Marines stationed at the nearby Marine Corps
Air Station El Centro (currently the Naval Air Facility (NAF) El
Centro) also reportedly used the firing range for target practice.
For the RPTR, the Navy installed camera targets and various related
improvements and used the site for parachute training and testing,
and later for inert air to ground bombing activities when the RPTR
became a bombing range, now known as West Mesa.

3. DOD disposed of 2,640 acres net, inc¢luding 400 acres of the
8,960.2-acre CSCFR not subsequently reacquired: 400 acres net,
returned to DOI from the Army upon expiration of the NGRR MOU (for
1,520 acres) on 25 August 1973 (1,120 acres retained by the Navy);
and 1,840 acres of Navy property returned to DOI on 27 September
1988, due to a RPTR (West Mesa) boundary revision. The disposed
property of West Mesa sheuld have been considered under the
Installation Restoration Program because it was disposed of after
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17 October 1986 (effective date of the Superfund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act, PL 99-499). However, no preliminary
assessment or other envirommental review was conducted by the Navy
prior to disposal, thus it ia necessary to address this 1,840 acres
of Weat Mesa under the Defenge Environmental Restoration Program.

Various concrete foundations on the subject sice associated with
former Navy activities have not been beneficially used. The Axrmry -
developed firing range still exists, and the target pit abutment
remains in place. The disposed property is owned by BLM and is
part of the Supergtition Mountain Off-Highway Vehicle Area which is
used for off-road recreational activities. The Imperial Valley
Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) leases part of the site from
BIM for use of the firing range. The IVRPA property includes the
target pit abutment which is not currently used, but which IVRPA
Plans to reactivate in the future.

DETERMINATION

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact, 2,640 acres of thig gite
have been determined to be formerly used by the Department of
Defense. It is therefore eligible for the Defense Environmental
Regtoration Program - Formerly Used Defense Sites, established
under 10 USC 2701 et seq.

DATE ' FETER T. MADSEN

Colonel (P}, U.S. Army
Commanding
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SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEET
FOR
DERP-FUDS SITEZ NO. JOSCA029100
CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FTRING RANGE
5 April 1998

SITE NAME: CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RANGE; associated sires
include the El Centro National Guard Rifle Range and the Recovery
Parachute Test Range, now known a5 West Mesa.

LOCATION: The Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range site is located in
Imperial County, California, approximately 10 miles northwest of
the City of El Centro.

SITE HISTORY: The Army acquired 8,960.2 acres fer Camp Sealey
Combat Firing Range from the Department of Interior (DOI) en 21
August 1941. The site was used as a firing range and maneuver area
by various branches of the Army stationed ar nearby Camp Seeley
{J0S5CA029000) ., including the 11th U.s. Cavalry, and the 75th Field
Artillery. <The Desert Test Command was also stationed at Camp

vehicles and automotive equipment in soft sand terrain and under
high temperature conditions (tests did not invoelve eordnance or
explosive materials). The 75th Field Artillery reportedly
constructed a firing range consisting of firing lines, target
frames, and a concrete target pit abutment. fThe 200-foot long by
ten-inch thick pit abutment (target pit) was located near the south
side of the site, and firing lines were located cff-site to the
south. The firing range was alseo apparently used by the Marines
stationed at the nearby Marine Corps Air Station El Centro
{(currently the Naval Air Facility (NAF) El Centreo). The Camp
Seeley Combat Firing Range site was retransferred to DOT as
follows: 2,560.0 acres revoked by Public land Order 287 dated 8
July 1845, and 6,400.2 acres revoked by Public Land Ordexr 388 dated
1 August 1947. The site has been occupied subsequently by the
National Guard and Navy,

The Navy acquired 2,560 acres of the Camp Seeley Combat Firving
Range site, as part of a larger aecquisition, by withdrawal from the
BLM on 12 May 1953. ©Thig Property was subsequently returned to BLM
on 17 July 1963.

The Army acquired a total of 1,520 acres foxr the El Centro National
Guard Rifle Range site from the DOI, Bureau of Reclamation (BOR} by
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), Qated 26 August 1958, amended 14
April 1960. The National Guard site overlapped 1,360 acres of the
Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range site, with 160 acres adjacent to
its south side, eéncompassing the above-mentioned firing range
lines. Activities involved training with non-firing tracked
vehicles, and with small arms on the firing range. The MOU expired
on 25 August 1973.

(RPTR) for NAF El Centro which occupied 8,320 acres of the Camp
Seeley Combat Firing Range site. Navy acquisitions overlapping the
$ite wexe as follows: 4,640 acres from BOR by MOU dated 20 Juna
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1966, with amendment dated 30 October 1968; 1,120 acres by Joint
Use Agreement with the Army on 28 August 1967, for partial use of
the E1l Centro Nactional Guard Rifle Range; and 2,560 acres from
private parties by lease on 1 October 1967. Activities included
parachute testing and training, and starting in 1979, inert air to
ground bombing. The RPTR is now known as West Mesa. On 27
September 1988, boundaries of the RPTR (West Mesa) were revised,
returning to BLM 1,840 acres which overlapped the Camp Seeley
Combat Firing Range site. The disposed property of West Mesa
should have been considered under the Installation Restoration
Program because it was disposed of after 17 October 1986 (effective
date of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act, PL 99-
499). However, no preliminary assessment or other environmental
review was conducted by the Navy prior to disposal, thus it is
necessary to address this 1,840 acres of West Mesa under the
Defense Environmental Restoraticn Program. West Mesa presently
occupies 6,480.2 acres of the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range site,

Net DOD acquisitiens under consideration consist of 9,120.2 acres,
including the 8,%60.2-acre Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range site and
the adjacent 160 acres of the National Guard Rifle Range site.
Disposed DOD property under consideration consists of 2,640 acres
(property not presently occupied by the Navy}). The disposed
property is owned by BLM and is part of the Superstition Mountain
Off-Highway Vehicle Area, most of which is used for off-road
recreational activities. Remaining DOD improvements include
various concrete foundations abandoned by the Navy, not known so
have been beneficially used, and the firing range which has been
used intermittently from the 1950s to the present by various
civilian, militaxy, and governmental entitries. The Imperial Valley
Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) currently leases property from
the BLM for use of the firing range. This leased Droperty contains
- the firing lines and target pit. The 200-foot long target pit is
not currently used, however IVRPA plans to reactivate it in the
future.

SITE VISIT: The site was visited on 11 November 1995 by Steve
Cameron of Science Applications International Corporation. San
Diego, Califormjia. The primary site contacts were Mr. Tom Rolf,
Range Manager, NAF El Centro; and Mr. Walt Gabler, Law Enforcement
Officer, BLM, El Centro, California.

CATEGORY OF HAZARD: OEW.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Recommend the Huntsville Engineering and

Support Center make a determination regarding further investigation
at this site. '

ANRILA§LE STUDIES AND REPORTS: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
L.A. District Real Estate Division maintains real estate

information for Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range and the E1 Centro
National Guard Rifle Range.

Eggrgzcg POC: Jeffery B. Armentrout, Los Angeles District, (213)
-3720.
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PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET
FOR
DERP-FUDS OEW PROJECT NO. JOSCA025101
CaMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RAWGE
SITE NO. J09CA029100
5 April 1598

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Evidence of past ordnance use reported by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) included one or two rounds of live
ammunition which were possibly %0 caliber and apparently of DQD
origin. A civilian retrieved the ammunition from the Nw% of
Section 3 in Township 15 South, Range 12 East. DOD ordnance use on
the site was conducted by the Army, Naticnal Guard, and Navy.
Records perxtaining to arms use by the Army were not available. The
National Guard used almost exclusively small arms (.50 caliber or
less) on the site. A memorandum dated 8 June 1954 indicated that
National Guard activities would involve rifles, carbines, pistols
and sub-machine guns, with .22, .30, and .45 caliber ball ang
training ammunition. The Navy conducted inert air to ground
bombing on the Recovery Parachute Test Range (now known as West
Mesa)}, which included about 1,840 acres of the site under
consideration for OEW. The disposed property of West Mesa should
have been considered under the Installation Restoration Program
because it was disposed of after 17 October 1986 (effective date of
the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act, PL 9%-499).
However, no preliminary assessment or other environmental review
was conducted by the NMNavy prior to disposal, thus it is necessary
to address this 1,840 acres of West Mesa under the Defense
Environmental Restoration Program. The Navy used practice bombs
{Mark 76 and Mark 106) with spotting charges. No evidence
indicates that any such practice bombs have been left on the
subject property. 2,640 acres located in the southern quarter of
the site are under consideration for OEW. This constitutes the net
acreage of the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range and E1l Centro
National Guard Rifle Range sites not currently occupied by the
Navy. The Navy currently occupies about 6,480.2 acres of the site

‘which it uses as a practice bombing range. The area under

consideration is currently within the Superstition Mountain Off-
Highway Vehicle Area, a portion of which is used as a firing range
by the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pistol Association.

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY: DOD controlled the subject preperty for Camp
Seeley Combat Firing Range from approximately 1941 te 1947. The
National Guard occupied part of the site from 1958 to 1973, and
Navy has used much of the site since 1953, Any ordnance found may
be the result of past DOD activity.

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS: No policy considerations are known to exist
that would affect proposal of this project. Ne property
acquisition or other title transfer documents were found that
address specifically ordnance/explosive waste. The site was used
by the Army, National Guard, Navy, Marines, and civilian groups.

PROPOSED PROJECT: Recommend the Corps' Huntsville Engineering and
Support Centexy make a determination if further action is
appropriate.




VONLUL LW LIND PN T AA R LLOTHILTY LTS Mov o i4d vl lf’_._:UD . U8

JO9CAD29100

RAC PORM: Attached.
DISTRICT POC: Request CEHND inform Mr. Jeffery B. Armentrout at

(213) 452-3720 when a determination is made regarding project
status.
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RISK RSSESSMENT FROCEDURES FOR
ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVE WASTE (OEW) SITEs

Site Name (4m ot Er £ Rater’s Name g!fg“ CQM Lrom  JSATC
Site Loeation 3 sethotes taf Bl fedte, (4 Phone No., ai3) 954~ 26 __

DERP Project # T09(CA [ ESTIY Organizatien
Date Campletad Agri] (992 RAC Score

OEW RISK ASSESSHENT:

This risk asgegament Procedure wam devgloped in aceordance with MIL~STD
882C and AR 385~10. The RAC 8core will be used by CEHND to prioritiza tha
remedial aetion at Formerly Used Dafense Sites. The OBEW risk dusegsment
should be based upon best available ioformarion redgulting from records
Aearches, reparts of Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) detachment actions, and
fiald observations, interviews, and measurements. Thic information ig uged to
a&5e85 the rigk involved baged upen the pgtential OEW hazardse identified at
the site. The risk Adsessmant ia composed of two factors, hazard saverity and
bazard propability. 'Personnel involved in vigits to potential OEW Bitey
should view tha CEHND videatape entitled "A Life Tareatening Enccuntér: oOBw.®

Part I. Hazarag Severicy. Hazard saverity categories are defined to provide
4 qualitative measure of the “OIBT ¢redible wishap resulting from pexsonnel
eXposure to various types and quantities of unexploded ordnance items.

TYPE OF ORDNANCE
[Circle all valuyes that apply}

A. Conventional Ordmance and Ammunition VALUE
Medium/Large Calibder (20 mm and larger) @
Bombs, Explosive 10
Grenades, Hand an:i Rifle, Explosive b {s]
Lanamines, Explosive 10
Rockets, Guided Missiles, Explosive
Detonators, Blasting capa, Pures, Boosters, Bursters 6
Bombg, Practice {v/spotting charges) @
Grenades, Practice {w/spatting charges 1 4
Landmines, Practice {w/epotting chazges) 4
Small Arms (.22 cal = .50 cal) @

Conventional Ordnance and Ammunition 1
[} the sqest ngle value

What evidence do You have regarding

NagRwey €&y peperteod vl
0f RumunFoan pafich  witre porsi
Teatificaton for addifional [n

)"Fsv myfiom,

LRTRSS TR BRI TP DT
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Pyrotechnics (For munitions not described abave.)
VALUE

Munition (Container) Containing 10
White Phosphorus (HP) or other

Pyrephoric Material (i.e.,

Spontanecusly Flammable)

Munition Containing A Flame ‘ 6
or Incendiary Material (i.e., Napalm,
Triethylaluminum Metal Incendiariee)

Flares, Signala, Simulators, Sersening 4
Smockes (ather than WP)

Pyrotechnics _{Selecr =h £ aingle value . 8]

What evidence do you have Tegarding pyrotechnice?

Bulk High Explosives {Not an integral part of conventicnal ordnanse;

uncontainerized.)

D.

VALUE
Primary or Inl.tiaeing Exploeives 0
(Lead Styphnate, Lead Azide, '
Nitrcglycerin, Mercury Azide,
Mercury Fulminate, Tetracene, etc.)
Desolition Charges 10
Sacondacy Exploaives 8
{PETN, Compogitions A, B, C,
Tetryl, INT, RDX, HMX, HBX,
Black Powder, etc.)
Hilitary Dynamita . 8
Less Sensitive Explosives 3
{Ammoniuvm Nitrate, Explosive 0, ete. )
High Exploaives_(Select rhe larcesr si e value 0

What evidence de Yo have regarding bulk awplosivesg?

Bulk P:bﬁellantl (Not an integral part of rocketa, guided missilex, ar

other conventional ordnance; uneontainerized)

VALUE
Solid or Liquid Propellants 6
Bropellants

What 'avidence do ¥you have regarding bulk propeilants?

RAL Werksheet - fage 2
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E. Chemical Warfare Materiel and Radiologieal Weapons

VALUZ
Toxic Chemical hgents 7 25
{(Choking, Nerve, Rlood, Blister) .
War Gae Xdentitication Sets 20 7
Radiologieal 15
Riot Centrel Agents 5

(Vomiting, Tear)
Chemical and Radiological (Select the largest esingle value) .

Yhat evidence do you have of chemical fradinlegical OEW?

£ ] o=— ) =% =~

TOTRL HAZARD SEVERITY VALUE 10
Sum of L ant Values for A throwgh E-=Maximum of 6
Apply this value to Table 1 ta determine Bazard Severity Category.
TABLE 1

HAZARD SEVERITY®

Description Categery Hazard Severity Value

CATASTROPHIC I 21 and greater

CRITICAL D, 10 o 20
“_;AEQIHAL ITl 5 to 9

NEGLIGIBLE Iv - 1 tn 4

SRNONE a

* Apply Hazazd Severity Category to Table 3.

"*If Hazard Severicy Value is O, You do a0t need to complete Part II. Proceed
to Part IIT and use a RAC Score of § to determine your appropriate actien,

RAC Worksheet - Page 3
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Part II. Hazard Prebability. The probability thac a hazard has been er will
be creased due to the presence and other rated fastars of unexploded cordnance
or explosive materialas on a formerly used DOD aite.

AREA, EXTENT, ACCESSIBILITY OF OEW HAZARD
- [Cizrcle all values that Apply)

A. Lecatisns of OEYW Mazards

VALUE
On the surface (D
Within Tanka, Pipas, Vesgels 4
or Other confined locaticns. - .
Ingide walls, ceiling2, or cther 3
parts of Buildings or Structures.,
Subaurface 2

Location (Select the single larqest value) 5

Hhat evidence do you have regarding location of OEWZ A B(M oéfices
Ldov fJ Civs #, ‘ o0 A Aus, T, Y- qrouwof .
Cd

B. Distance to nearest inhabited locations or structures likely to be at rick
frzom OEW hazarzd (reads, parks, playgrounds, and buildings).

VALUE
Less than 1250 feet s
1250 feer to 0.5 miles 4
0.5 mileg to 1.0 milae 3
1.0 mile to 2.0 miles &
. Ovar 2 milas 1
Distance (Select tha zingle largest v u _A

What are the nearest inhabited structures? Bodd ) o s el atnd) o

Lmogriol Vallty Rifie and Fiste] Adiscisdion ransow wel 2o’ Yawn) Aiv Facibly E)(onive
Recovevy labachite Terf Aamgr.

RAC Worksheart - Fage 4
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Nunbgrs aof buildings within a 2 mile radius measured from the OEVW hazard

area, not the ingtallatien boundary.

VALUE
26 and over S
16 %o 25 4
11 =& 15 3
6 to 10 2
lto s ] @
o - - 0
Mumber of Buildings (Select the sinale Lazgest valug) . "
Narrative
Types of Buildings (within a 2 mile radius)

. ‘ VALUE
BQucational, Chlld Care, Residential, Hospitals, s
Hotela, Commercial, Shepping Centers
Industrial, Warshouse, ete. 4
Agricultural, Forestry, atc. @
Datantion, Correctiocnal 2
No Buildings L]

Types of Buildings [Zelect the largest single value) 2

Dascribe types of buildings in the araa. L./ Al
Aclity E1 (ewtvo om fiair Recovery Para,l T Ratea P AND At '7.-\#;
vsed br e IA;rr-'AJ ifallly Rifle aned ’ T4 Opd fhair

1‘30';:'!} rANYR.

RAC Warkghaet - Page 5
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E. Accessibility to mite refers to
wastes. Use the follewing guidance:

BARRIER

- No barrier or Security system
Barrier is incomplete {(e.g., in
completely suxround the site).
deny egress from the gite, ag
for grazing.
A barzier, (any kind of fenee
aeparate means to control entry,
to deny access to the sita.
Sechrity guard, but no barrier
Isolazaed sita

A 24-heuy sucveillance system

S T AW Vel THh S

[P et va 4L v b

access by humans to ordnance and explosive

VALUE

®

disrepair or does not 4
Barriar is intended to

for a barbed wire fence

in geed repaiz) but po 3

Barriar ig -Lnten_ded

(e.q., 0

television monitering or surveillance

by guards or tacility psrsonnel)

which

Sontinucugly moniters and centrols entry’

onto the facility; or

An artvificial or natural barries {e.q.,

a fenca combined with a cliffy,
completaly purreunds the
& means to control entry,
through the gates or other

which

facility; and
at all times,
entrances to

the facility (e.g., an attendant, television

@onitors, locked antrances,

Describa the site accegs
it t1olated ausd

ibllity.
i

F. site Dynamics =~ This deals with
in the futuyre, but nmay be stable at
s0il eresien by baaches Oy streanmsg,
reduce diztances from the site to
accensability, '

Expacted
Nene Anticipated
Site Dynamiecs

Lt lar t v

Describe the site dynamics.

or controlled
Toadway access to the facility).

Acceesibility {Select the single largess valuey

S

TRe fortioms of ha 4/1e iabicl & useclaw Euxiém‘k«&
adfw i 3 e rea Do 5,

site conditions that age Bubject to change
the present. Examples would be excescive
inereasing land development that could

inhabitaced arceas or otherwise increaze

VALUE

@

! — £

vayetatbion, DAYy e fvit u

\Mﬂ dosert conichi domg wii #h LA L2
ﬁoulu‘o dasid _pnd fell Ryoasiess.

RAC vverksneer - Page 6
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TOTAL HAZARD PROBABILITY VALUE
Sum @St _Valuee for A through Fe—Maxij um of 3 2—'
Apply this value ta Hazard Frobability Tablae 2 te determine —
Hazaxd Probability fevel.
TASLE 2 .

HAZARD PROBABILITY

Desexiprion Lavel Bazard Probability valme

FREQUENT A 27 or greater

PROBARLE . 21 w26

OCCASIONAL c 1k te 20
REMOTE [/} £ to g
IMFROBABLE £ less than 8

* Apply Hasard Probability Level to Tablae 3.

RAC Worksheet - Page 7
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Part III. Risk Assessment. The risk assessment value for this site is
determined using the following Table 3. Enter with the results of the hazard
prebability and hazard severity values.

TABLE 3
Probability FREQUE;;-—-ggaaﬁﬁLE---;;CBEIONAL RENOTE IHPROBABEE_
Lavel R :} C D E
Severity ) B
Category:
CATASTROPHIC .I i 1 2 3 4
CRITICAL 1x 2 @ 3 4 $
MARGINAL III 2 3 4 4 5
NEGLICIBLE v 3 4 4 5 S
RISK ASSESSMENT CODE {RAC)
RAC 1 Expedite INPR, recemmending further acticn by CERND =« Immediately
call CEMND~ED-SY--commercial 205-$55-4968 or DSH 645~4968.
RaC 2 High priority on completion of INPR - Recommend further acticn
by CEHND. '
RAC 3 Campleta INPR - Racommend further action hy CEHND.
RAC 4 Complete INPR - Recommend further action by CEAND.
RAC & Ugually indicates that no further actionm (NOFA) ia necessary.

Subamit NOFA and RAC to CEHND.

TEESEEEEE TN e e ]

fart IV. Narrative. Sumemarize the documented evidence that supports this
risk asgessment. If ne documented evidence was avail-
able, explain all the assumptions that you made.

__.._Lr_&'f:....“.ﬂf‘.&ll.‘;_..\;.lg d j"i £ica \'i oN .

RAL Worksheet - Page 8
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RISK ASSRYSMENT PROCEDURES FOR
ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVE WASTE (OBW) SITRES
FOR
DERE-FUDS SITE NO. J09CA029100
DERP-FUDS OEW PROJECT NC. J09CA029101
CAMP SEELEY COMRAT FIRING RANGE
EL CENTRC, CALIFORNIA

JUSTIFICATION .

Under consideration for OEW are 2,640 acres associated with the Camp
Seeley Combat Firing Range and El Centroc National Guard Rifle Range
sites, and the disposed portion of the Recovery Parachute Test Range
(RPTR) overlapring these two sites. The City of El Centro is located
approximately 10 miles southeast of the site. Wheeler Road crosses
through the southern part of the property, and Huff Road crosses
through the east side of the site. Five or fewer inhabited buildings
located wicthin two miles of the site are associated with the RPTR and
the Imperial Valley Rifle and Pisto] Association (IVRPA) firing
range. The site is located in a remote desert area and is used
extensively by civilians for wvarious rec¢reational purposes such as
horseback riding, camping, and off-road vehicle use. The IVRPA
conducts target practice on the site.

Firing range and maneuver activities were conducted by the Army,
National Guard, and Navy. No records of Army range activities were
avallable, however, they likely involved .50 caliber ammunition.
National Guard records indicate the use of rifles, carbines, pistols
and submachine guns, with .22, .30, and .45 caliber ball and training
ammunition. A former National Guardsman that participated in
training activities ¢n the site indicated that they used almost
exclusively .50 caliber and .30 caliber ammunition. He recalled that
they once shot 8lmm mortars and 2.36mm rockets and that those rounds
were logged and retrieved as part of the exercise. The Navy has

--conducted inert bombing on the RPTR which invelved practice bombs
(Maxrk 76 and Mark 106) with spotting charges. The former range
manager indicated that bombing activities would not have normally
occurred in this southernmost portion of the RPTR, as it is not near
the target areas.

Evidence of past ordnance use reported by the Bureau of Land
management (owner) included one or two rounds of live ammunition
which were possibly .50 caliber. A civilian retrieved the ammunition
from the NWK of Section 3 in Township 15 South, Range 12 East. No
OEW of DOD origin was observed on the property during the site
inspection. However, desert conditions rasulting in blowing sand and
soil erosion may have concealed such materials in the intervening
vears.

An OEW risk assessment score of two has been calculated, based on a
Hazard Severity value of 10 (Critical}, and a Hazard Probability
value of 21 (Probable). The RAC score of two dictates a high
priority for the site with respect to OEW issues. However, the
findings do not appear to present a significant, immediate risk,

although some potential exists for the presence of ordnance or .
exXplosive waste. Therefore, a RAC score of four seems more

appropriate, indicating that the potential threat to personnel be
evaluated.

L T
it e o 1 ' o 10 S it s oAV i
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PHOTO NO. 11 - Tires Near Whesler Road Marki

ng West Boundary of imperlal Valley Riffe
and Pistol Assocation Firing Range. View North. por ¥

%‘ CAMP SEELEY COMBAT
- . FIRING RANGE
Skoyey Owned Conpany JOSCA029100
01-0255-04-4875 El Centro, CA
3496 .
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PHOTO NO. 8 - From Knoll North of Whseler Road at Sections 3 and 4 Boundary. View North,

PHOTO NO. 9 - Impertal Valiay Rifle and Pisto) Association Firing Rango. View South.

% | CAMP SEELEY COMBAT '
&

FIRING RANGE
An Empioyse-Owned Compeny : JOSCAO29100
01-0255-04-4875

El Cantre, CA
3.58




Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
E! Centro, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

APPENDIX E

LETTERS/MEMORANDA/
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

Appendix E — Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous Items



Camp Seeley Ordnance Training Center
Ei Centro, California
Archives Search Report —~ Findings

APPENDIX E-1

Cupples, William H., Chief, Real Estate Division, Los Angeles
District, Corps

Engineers Military Memorandum (with Enclosures), from Mr. William H. Cupples, Chief,
Real Estate Division, Los Angeles District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to Chief of
Engineers, ATTENTION: ENGLH, Department of the Army, Washington, DC, dated 12
June 1950, Subject: Eng Form 836 Covering Camp Seeley, Audit # 2178. Real Estate
Files, Los Angeles District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Los Angeles, CA.

Appendix E — Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous Items
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PRIEC 319.1 (Camp Seeley) Li Dist. 12 Jmme 1950

SUBJECTs Zng Form 836 covering Camp Seeley, Audit #2178

TO: Chief of Enginsers
Department of the Amy

: » DG
ATTENTION: ENGLH

1. mumwmmmmmamnﬂ.
files ENGLY, enbject: mmmwtmn@omhpm,
Eng Form 836, Cawp Seeley, Audit F2LT8," wherein it was Pequested that
the status of Permit 13 November 1940 be verified.

__,T(g.?mummtormmm)wqumm

| # -
&hm&rbofﬂ.eimyelmdupeaum- this offics che
tained u certificate in 11su of release for the Perit, & oopy of vhiin

."ﬁhduod. '

U he %Wiuawmmmm@mdﬁ
thﬁmhunﬂuhdumm. o .

R THE DIVISION ENGINFER:

-

2 Incla o WILLIAM H. CUFPLES
1. Cpy release Chief, Real Estate Division
2. Eng Form 8% (dup) | Y
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REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AMD DISPOSAL REPORT

© REFCRTS CONTROL SYNBOL

DATE OF REPORT
ANOXL-12 (R2)

15 June 1950

[TO:  CHIEF OF EMGINEERS
ATTENTION: ENGLM

FROM: (D iv jaion)

. @

WASHINGTON 25, 0.C. South Pmeific
PART | REVISED FINAL HEPORT
INSTALLAT 40N -~ LOCAT 10N
| Camp Seeley, Audit #2178 8 milee N¥ of F1 Centro
rmunnv COMMAND Civit ) Fioos cowtaol coumTY “state j
T2 inousTRIAL T Aiveas anc warmors | Imperial Californie
ACREAGE FEE OWNED PUBLIC LAND |LEASED . JLESSER INTLLAST uSInG SERVICE
£ATIRE INSTALLATION | - - L34 * ASF : %
PART 11 B
' £ | FEE OWMED |PuBLiC LAKNDS| LEASED [LESSER INT]  wATURE CosT 10 CUSTODY
DATE CLASSIFICAT (ONEQR (Acres) (deres ) (Acres ) {Acrea) oF © GOYT. BY C.E.
- AP 11y 1) 4 (4) | FACILITIES | Dottaea) |~ (ducs)
A, 2e20«fl|Surplus 7 ° = - 3L # _ |Campaite. [£6,000 |%-12.i2" -
B,
C.
0.
!Ef-
£,
G.
H.
i,
PART 111
TEMPORARY USE GRAKTS
_— iN PROCESS GRANTED ) PIRPOSE
ne. ATRES CORSIDERLTEON (F) | g, ACHES  EONSIDERLTION (5)

REF. LETTER TO G5A

REPORTED TO GENERAL SERVICES AONINISTRATION

DESIGNATED D ISPOSAL AGENCY

DATE DESIGNATED

LUSTOOY AsSSuNtE

DECLARATIONS TO WAR ASSETS ADMINISTRATION ({Cive Dates}

REF., (FORM 1005 REIQUESTEDE PORM 1008 70 0.C.C.

QECLARED TO WAA

LETTER OF ACCEPT

CUSTOOY Assume

TRANSFER DR RETRANSFER TO OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
ToxTT LT g
RCF. | OATE AuTwOR1ED RECEIVING AGENCT rrom pEPt. | O omtsy | BATE Cusroor assused
OF THE ARMY wg, Completed-Date) /
A Depk of Navy Sl & 10201 -
44
LEASE CANCELLAT | GAS
“nee IN_PROCESS OF 01SPOSAL CANCELLED
) v, AGRES REWTAL (Dollars) TN acets ;| ACITAL (Deller
e ) DL li.pe
OTHER O ISPOSALS
REF. oate autnoizeo | OATE REGAATIONS fourq orrra accrrTeo| cONSIDERATION (Deilars) °::§,g‘:':gs=
22 s A JudBelh 47
A 2=29=L4, *
S1GNATURE ' ITeE : AOORESS Qaklend Avmy Base
G. £, LAVEZZULA of, Statistical Br [Oakland 14, Callfornia
ENQ FOAM o
S mov a5 538

—~— ‘=.'

BV

Cleattar of Tramaittal Unnecossary)
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anz vy s ro ra DOLLAR OF JCIE IN PEEPARING THIS EEPORT

REPORTS MILL SE PREPARED WMOMTHLY AS OF THE 15TH DAY OF EACH HORTH, . .

REPORTS ViLL 8¢ PREPARED IN QUADRUPLICATE FOR THE FOLLONING OISTRIGUT (oK Criginal snd one copy will 08 torvarded 3o a5 10 reach the Chief of Engineers,

atiention £aGLE, not later than the 13rd day of the moath in which the raport is prepared. One Copy forwerded La th Division offick m~t gne copy retaired in the
pregaring office.

wdi# REQUIRED: Reports will be required commencing with the month in which the iestallation or any portlon theragt is classifled as Standby, Inactive, Excess,

or surplus and cont inued until surpius property is disposed of by tranafer, sale, terminal ion of lessex, or otnermise or emcess praperty is reported to GSA and
cusiody is assumed by the Dispasal Ageacy; tut if another pertion of Lhe instatlation is classified at a later date srd the report resumd, 81l previous actions
will be ref lected: wnere the installation er pgriign thereg! is ciassified Inactive or Standvy, the raport may Da suspendsd when the grasting of temporary use of
facilities mede available for such purposes shall have besn complated or dafinite inforralian shall have teen racaived Lhat temparary wse of tacititles ot instxil-
ations or port ians thereal in standby or insclive status cennct be granted. ¥here no Progress has neen mde during & reporting pericd, a anegative £ng Form g16°
may be suomitied idenlifying the instaliation, the state, the Divisien, and (e reporting period with the words o Progress since report dated.,..*, posted in
part 11 of e repoct. ’

PART 1 will identify the instailation as to rame, location and typa, sat forts the enlire acraage alther acquired or being acquired, amd nangof the last using gervice.
ivided Lo show Fee owned, pubtic Lands (Peblie Ouemsin wad Lande teanalariad from ofhvr Oevaipuint dgsoacive). Leased, and Lesser interests,

The acreage will 0e di .
It an instaliation is part industrisl and pert Commnd, the pcreages of these parts similacly broken down will be reflected in *Remarkst, Slate, County or munici-

pally owned lands will not be shom a3 pudlic Lands.

paRT 11 will reflect information as to areas whicn nave deen ¢ lasyified ~Standdy™, «inactive, ' "Lxcess® or *Surplust. & separate line vill oe used for esch repoct
gf classification, but supsequant witndrawals or sdjustments affecting 2 classif ied nrea will te reflecied by net figures and explanat ion under "Remarkss. The dale
«itl be that on which the Aparopriate Author ity approved the Glasyifization, A symdol P or E will te used to denole whether iclassif ied area* i3 & Portion of or
the {ntire installation. The acreaje will v divided »s explained in PART | gbove Dut will Cover only the sctual srea or areas classitied. Tne rature or use of
the area will pe reflesied under °xature of facilities*, i.e. Wousing Arss, warshouse ares, Modification Gentar $2. POW Camp, ate. and i1-The installation is com-

* prised of colh comand and industrial portions the symbol | ¢indurtrial) ¢f C (Coonnd) will-0e used to indicate to whnich portion the area belongd, The cost of .

potn fand and construction will de shown ynder <Cost to Governmamt=, 1T the Corps of Enginsers sstumint custody the date will oe shoem, olrerwise *No" will be

patered in Lhe ast cofumn,

PaRT 14) will reflect ranagement of disposal actions taken in connect ion with aress classil ied under PART 11,

terring Lo the line on which il is Visted urder PART 11 (4. F, ¢, vte.) and tha appropfiate column (1), (3). (7). or (43, WO areas or porlions of areas which

required separale classification re'gtg will e cowined ia a single Jline ueder PART 112 however. il may be necessary to use several lines under MRT (1) to re-
flect separate actions taken in comect ion with an.area Tisted on s single line under PARY 1|, Tre latter occurence will De explained under *Remeris® and if
recessary a further division of acresge recited, ' )

1. TEMPORARY USE GRANTS will be reported by cumwiative Pigures shoming the mmoer of instrusents, acres imvolved and annwal consideration, when right of entry

nas been given but a foreal instrument not executed ard delivered it will be reported ¢in process® with appropl jate foolnate wier "Remarks® inchuding date

rignt of entry granted. After dedivery of the instrurent it wil] be reported spranted®, *Purpose® will reflect typs of interest (Lo fer Lomse, Li tor Licemse)
and (e proposed use of the area, suwch 43 agriculiure, idusirial, etc. [lamoration where necessary will be indicated under "Remarksc.

2. REPQAIED TO GEWERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATIOM, The foliowing will be recorded: Date of letier of excess from(E to G3A, name of dispesal agency designated
oy GSA, dale disposal agency was designated, date custody was assuwed Oy disposal agency. (tn the event the Departaent of the Armyor Corps of Enginsers is
designated the disposal agency, this Block will be wtilized and reportatle actions, will be considered conplate in so far 43 this report is concerned when
;ustody is assumed, 10 Such cases provision wit! pe mete for reparting further disposal scticns of property reported Lo GSA by & separate report snd SWCh
lurther actions will fal ba inctuled in this repart.) ) ) .

5. OLGLANATION 10 waB ASSETS ADUIISTRAT 08, Tre dates o L0 following will be rocorded: Lelter from OCE requesting wAA form 1G3s. Letier Lramaiiling
wah Form 3nos to OCE. tre gec laration to WAA, the letier of acceptability from wal and (he assumption of Custody by lte disposal agercy. Symool. or
acureviat i of the disposal agency will aisa be snown under ‘Custody Assumed®.

. TwamSFER OR RETRANSFER TO OVHER COVERNMENT AGEXCIES. [Entries in the second, third, and fourta columns will be made from informatiod, oF informtignal
covias of documsats received from oCE being required caty to complets Bivision and lower ecrelon records. The data restaration of tui Iing disposal (47
ceqwired) is Compieled will e shown, otherwise 1ha antry *mong® wiil be pade. Tra last colum will reflect i date of wrilten scceptance wilher trom a
ieid or departmental level with sporopriate notation in *Remerkse, o

4. LEASE CancErLAliONS will shor ihe total numer of leasss, acronge and annusi rental =N Process of Gimpotal and scancelled™ lor eacn “ares® of Slassification.

6. OTHER DISFOSALS wamnly inealving EPF contracts, casaments, 1icenses, etc. will ge recorded under this sectica of report using entries most nearly acpl icanve

Tha reference colum will indicate the area Gy re-

HEMAR X5

Lo Lhe ¢ircumsiances and waking antries urder *Reamrhs® to explaia unusual dispossl actions. -~




REALTY GONTROL FILE SUNMARY —

(Lond Acqulisitions and Disposals Subsequent to I July 1940)
2
RESERVATION NAME" 2178
e i

Camp Seeley, California

L

OFFIGIALLY DESIGNATEQ gYZ :

Logamion

In Imperial County, 8 miles N. W. of El Centro, California

Campsite, Ordnance Desert Proving Gwound

g

. . LAND O!NER§H|P éNg SOST Eé!é

AGQUISITION AGTIONS
TRy

Exhibits "a"

DISPOSAL ACTIONS
T

. Exhibit "gv
NET AREA LEASED ACREAGE NOT INCLUDED © GROSS cosr
. R b}
. BER YRACT REGISIEN AND wan

0.00 of an acre, permit (1), total
0.00 of an acre »

——

«00 of an acre

area acquired

JURISDICTION - ‘BELOCATIONS

EINAL_PROJECT map:
Exhivig "Fv

MISCELL ANEOUS PAPERS:
e = e

ngmaks:

* Permit terminated 3-28-45

row | 603

'-rr‘.',m

2 B AT,

19-8%80as0p

b 2T



- RESERVATION NAME:

e
SOUTH PACIFIC DIVISION HISTORICAL FILE- SUMMARY
(Land Acquisition ond Disposals Subsequen! to | July 1940}

2178
CAMP SEELEY

OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED BY:"
S ———————— -

. LOCATION:
N Vs
In Imperial County, 8 Miles Northwest of The City of El Cenmtro, California
- TYPE;
Guinte Ordnance Desert Proving Ground
- o
AND OWNERSHIP AND COST ATA
. _—— ey WAt
" ACQUISITION _ ACTIONS: . ) DISPOSAL ACTIONS
_M M
Exhibit "an Exhibit ™" )
NET AREA: C | §ROSS GosT: .
0,00 Acres, Permit(1) ' Donated
0.00 Acres, .Permit (1), Cencelled :
~0.00 -
L3L.)2 Acres, Lease
L3L.12 Acres, Leased, Terminated .
- UIUU
JUR1SQ|GTIO§.‘ ' REL OCATI ONS:
e —————— . . e —————

FINAL _PROJECT MAP:
—_—tee A

" See Final Audited Map File,

And Exhibit "g"

1 . IS_PAPERS:

e

‘Bxhibit "gw

REMARKS:

DO _NOT REMOVE OR ADD PAPERS To THIS FILE

PSU FoRm
29 Jan 17 169



+ 0Py -~ ~
DATE OF REPORT H REPORTS CONTROL

MILITARY ACQUISITION PRO._CT REPORT 17 Degember 1947 "' SywBOL ENGLC-2 (R1)

FROM (DIVISION) -wme""

VAR DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF THE CWIEF OF ERGIREERS, = .
REAL ESTATE, REALTY REQUIREMENTS DIVISIOR, Séuth Facific
REALTY CONTROL BRANCH, WASHINGTON 25, B.C.

TO

i
- TPROJECT KAME DIRECT IVE DATE DIRECT IVE NUMBER
Camp Seeley 8 Oet 1940 | Radiogran 4.G.0,(in ua‘
‘ of formal directive)
1 PURPOSE COUKTY STATE
{
Campsite, Ordnance Desert Proving Ground | Imperial California
" CURRENT PERIOD PROGRESS TO DATE

S

TRACTS

--------
.....
......

3
FINAL AUDIT L

GENERAL

1. TOTAL AUTHORIZED FOR ACQUISITION
a. Fee
b. Easements & Lesser Interests
¢, Plic Lands '
d. leased to U.S.

s s dacefesfe s e
ealisfdieonasna

X X Ex
) Ak
.

ACQUISITIOR OF FEE,
EASEMENTS AND LESSER (NT.

2. TotaL {items ya g b) L
_3. TRACT OWNERSH|P DATA COMPLETED I
5. APPRAISALS APPROVED .
_6._TITLE EVIDENCE ORDERED

. e TITLE EYIDENCE RECEIVED

ey

e o8 0

-
.
.
.

PURCHASE (Ine¢luding Donatlons)

[

8. OFTIONS OBTAINED
9, OPTIONS_ACCEPTED

10, TITLE EVIDENCE SUBMITTED

L1, PRELININARY YITLE APPROVED

12, PAYMENTS AND CLOSINGS. COMPLETED
A3 FUau TITIE PAPERS SUBMITTED

CONDEMNAT [ ON
(tncludipg Declaratisns of Taklag)

"I%. ASSEMBLIES SUBMITTED

" 1S, CONDEMMAT 10N PETITION FILED
_16._ORDER OF POSSESSION ENTERED

4T, TITLE EVIDENCE TO U.S. ATTORMEY
18, DECLARAT ION OF TAKING FILED

Aa SMIQMJW_QS APPROVED
.20. AWARDS.AND DEEICIENCIES DEPOSITED
1. PARTIAL DISBURSEMEKTS

ol AL DISOUSSEMENIS. -
PROJECT MANAGER (Neme) OFFICE ADORESS ooty PACIFIC DIVISION
. Oakland Army Base
JOHN M, KELLER Oakland 14, California

Chief, Real Estate Divigion

(SEE IvSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE)

ENG Foru
1 sov 46 lO'D

4



INSTRUCT IONS

& PEPORTZ WILL BR PREPARED QUARTERLY AS OF 15 MARCK, 15 JUNB, 16 SEPTEMBBR, AND 16 D3CENEERR.
b. REPORTS WILL BE FREPARED IN QUADRUPLICATE FOR THE FOLLOYING DISTRIBNTION: Forward original and one copy
te sufficient time to reach the Otfice, Chie? of Engineers on or before the 22nd of the moath ip wkick

T office.
c. SUBMISSION OF REPORTS WILL BEGIN AS SOON AS NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF A DIRECTIVE [S RRECEIVED AND CONTINURD
TNTIL ALL ACTION HAS BEEN COMPLETED, INCLUDING DISTRIBOTION OF FUNDS DEPOSITED O RICESS AYARDS.
d. BECORDS WILL B® MAINTAINED OV A FRACTIOVAL ACREAGR AND DOLLAR BASIS: Totals thersof bowever will be

sere; b0 ceats will be reported as a3 additioaal dollari.

asd tract maps progresses. The amount of moasey will remain cosetast nnder izem 1 asless chasged by a

subsequent Directive.
f.  THIS REPORT WILL COVER ALL TYPEBS OF ACQUISITION OF REAL RSTATE OR INTERESTS THRREIN:

be identified by contract asumber, tract sember and acreage.

steps (such as easemeats, licemses, and donations ) will for report purposes be reflected in all
purchase ateps {itema B8-18) sad will be idemtified by appropriste footrote showing interest ac-
quired aad aemdar of tracts. VWhere no actual acreage is icovolved as is the case of iaformal
Agreements ta top trees, oaly "Iracl® sad dollar® dats wiil be reported.

ALL TRACTS TRANSVERRED FRON "PORCHASE® TO "UBCLARATION QF TAKING™ SHOGLD ER prpnctgD PROM ALL "PPIRCHASE®

STEPS AFFRCTCD AND RRPORTED UNDER "DECLARATION OF TAKING®.
5. ALL 12ACT3 TRAMSPBAR¥D FROM “CONDEMMATION® TO “POURCHASE®™ SHOULD BE DEDDCTRD PROM ALL “CONDEMNATION™ STEPS
APFECTED AND REPORTED UNDER THE "PURCRASE™ STEPS.

DIRRCYIVE TC WRICH KACH RELATES.

tbe report is prepared., One copy forwarded to the Divisioa Dffice asd oae copy retained ia the preject

1. Tracts isvolriag Public Domaia, State owned lazd sot belng acquired, or land to be leased will NOT be
reported in aix columns of report bat will be reported uader remarks below. Tracts czder lease will!

2. Completed tramsucticas uot isvolving condemnatiom whick do sot follow regelar acquisition procedure.

f. WMERR TV¥O OR NORE *REAL BSTATE PIRBCTIVES™ HAVE BERW ISSUEDY IV CONWBCTION WITH THE S.l.‘(lB PROJECT, A SEPARATE
REFOET WiLL BB SUENITTED FOR BACH DIRRCTIVE. "GENERRAL DIRBCTIVES" WILL BRE REPORTED WiTH THE “REAL BSTATE

rounded to the naareat acre or dollar is prepering this report (.50 acre will be réeported as an additiosal

e. THAE NCMRER OF TRACTS, ACRES, AND AMOUNT OF MONEY SAUWN IN ITEM 1 OF THR INTTIAL RRPORT ¥[LL BR AS RECITRD IN
THR DIRRCTIVE. ' The nomber of tracts and acres will be revised as t¥e preparation of tract ownecrship data -

|

|

ADDITIONAL TRACTS: DPURING THZ CURRENT PERIOD, TRACTS, IDENTIFIED AS TRACTS NITNEERS ___. .__
. ' WERE ADDED UNDER THR FOLLOYING AUTHORITY

AND FOR THE POLLOWING RBASONS:

TRACTS, TDRNTIFIED AS TRACTS NUMPERS

TRACT REDUCTIONS. DURTNG THE CHRRRNT PERIOD, .
VERE DROPPED T'NDER THB FOLLONING ARUHORITY

AND FOR TRE FOLLOVI NG REASONS:

o

REMARKS

*Lease #W59-qu-715, 434.42 acres
**] tract covering permit, no area - nominal conmsideration

3 . i L ?6,2402.»-. :



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
El Centro, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

APPENDIX E-2

Doucette, C.N., 1* LT, Infantry, Acting Assistant AG, HQ, Ft.
MacArthur

19" Endorsement (AMNMA-ENG), from HQ Southern California Sub-District
and Fort Mac Arthur, San Pedro, CA, to Commanding General, Sixth Army,
Presidio of San Francisco, CA, ATTN: AMENG-O, signed by 1" LT C.N.
Doucette, Acting Assistant AG, HQ, Ft. MacArthur, dated 11 June 1954, Subject:
Designation of Responsible Unit for El Centro Rifle Range. Pacific Regional

Archives, Laguna Niguel, CA

Appendix E - Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous Items



AMNMA-ENG 614 (21 Sep 53) 19th Id ’
SUBJECT: Designation of Responsible Unit for El Gentro Rifle Range

. HEADQUARTERS SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SUB-DISTRICT AND FORT MacARTHUR
B Fort MacArthur, San Pedro, California, 11 Jun 1954 ‘

T0: GCommending General, Sixth Army, Presidio of San Francisco, Califormnia
ATTNs AMENG-Q

le In cdmpliance with paragraph 2 and 4, 16th indorsement, 19 May 54,
an inspection report is submitted in conformity with inclosure 3,

a. Sketch (see inclosure 4)_.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)

.'-_y-v-.'..k +

The B
0%

L
;,V?\ .

Location of firing points (see inel 4).
Location of butts (see incl 4).- d
Location of danger zones (see incl 4)e W™

Minimum redii (see incl -4).

Location of natural barriers (see incls 2 & 4),.

All property lines (see inecl 5). At A

Neme of Lessor, assumed to be public domain (see Incl 5)."
A1 man-mede terrain features (see incl 4 & 5),

Natural drainage (see incl 2 & 4).

Vicinity sketch (see incl 5),.

be Narrative Report,

)
(2)

Date range was inspected; 7 and 8 Jume 1954
Complete description .of terrain®
(a) Soils sandstone and packed desert sand with a

small amount of loam,

(b) No vegetation or covers

(¢} Drainage is a slight slope to the south epproximately

. 2% of Rifle Range. Inpact area amd rxicochet areas are sandstone hills,

~ GOPY



AMMMA-ENG 61/ (21 Sep 53) 19th Ind
SUBJEETz Designation of Responsible Unit for El Centro Rifle Range

(3) Legal description of propertys .
p:

L
. . {8) Rifls range MW 1/8 = NE 1/4 - H-3/2-Section 9 -
T 155-R 12E, $W-1/8 - SE 1/, - S-1/2 Section 4 - T 155 - R 12E, 160 acre.

(b) Additional area needed for impact area, remainder
of Section 4 - T 152' - R 125,‘; Section 16, 21, 28, 33 - T 145R 12 E, 3120 acres.
LR -

(4) The present 20 point range was constructed for the US Marine
Corps during WW II, date unknown. At the present time thers are five (5)
target freames in usable cordition. The butts are full of drifted .sand with
a 10" reinforced concrete retaining wall on the rarapet side of the butts,
The normal beaten zone is approximately 75 yards from the butts as a sand
stone bluff rises approximately 25' in elevation at this roint. These sand
stone hills continue for approximately seven (7) miles from the range. The
firing lines have eroded away and will have to be built up although they
have and can be used in present condition. '

(5) The range will conform to the requirements of SR 385-310-1
if the additional impact area is acquired.

(6) Statement from using agency (see Incl 6).

(7) No air clearance is needed as the ordinate of fire is
less than 150 feet,

(8) No recreation facilities, public or private are in or
near the range aress - :

(9) No grazing land, public or private or in or nmear the
TEnge arca. B '

(10) No existing or proposed wild life developments are in ox
near the range ares, )

ce The range is located on land that &s near as can be determined
locally is public damain. The additional land needed for impact area is al-
80 public domain as near as can be determined. Part of the land is under
the administration control of the Bureau of reclamation, The locel records
of the tax collector, tax assor, County Road Department, County Surveyor,
Federal Land Agent and Irrigation Department do not show any title or claims
to the lands The US Navy has an aerial gunnery range 1/4 section west of
the west boundary of the present and proposed range area and they state that
théir land is public domain with some mineral claims against the property
for which they have & permit. Also some old patents show up now and then.
The reason for this is that the area was originally surveyed in 1856 and

.  GOPY



AMNMA-ENG 614 (21 Sep 53) 19th Im
SUBJECT: Designation of Responsibls Unit for E1 Centro Rifle Range

and again in 1908. There is a difference of about 7/8 Section in some areas
of Imperial County between the two surveys as they are shown in the County
Plot Book. The US Navy has assumed that the 1908 survey 1s correct and
therefore their property lines are based: on the 1908 survey., The county
also 1s basine their records on the 1908 survey, No monuments from the 1856
survey can be located in this area. Two momuments from the 1908 survey were
used to locate the position of the Present range.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

6 Inels C. . DOUCETTE
Added 3 Tnels dst Lt Inf
4o Sketch, Present Range Facilities Actg Asst AG
5+ County Map, Range Location -
6. Statement 1st Bn, 111 Am. Cav (L)
8 Jun 54

= GOPY
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Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
El Centro, California
Archives Search Report — Findings

APPENDIX E-3

Fifield, Robert W. 1stLT, Public Relations Officer, 11" Us.
Cavalry

Extract from History of the Regiment (11" U.S. Cavalry) (Camp Seeley, Camp
Morena, California), the California-Mexican Border, 1941, First Anniversary Number
1941, by 1stLT Robert W. Fifield, Public Relations Officer, 11" U.S. Cavalry. Compiled
and Printed by The Times-Mirror Printing & Binding House, Los Angeles, CA. Imperial
County Historical Society, Pioneer Museum, Imperial County, CA

Appendix E - Letters’lMemoranda/Miscellaneous Items



-\,

11th U.S. CAVALRY

CAMP SEELEY . CAMP MORENA
CALIFORNIA

Fzrst AI’HHVGIS(H)’ Num ber
]941

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER: 1ST LIEUT. ROBERT W. FIFIELD. + ASSISTANT EDITCR: PFC. BROCOX HOYT
PHOTOGRAPHY: HILERY HOLLOMAN + SPECIAL PHOTOS: CORP. K, E. VON LOHEN, EDNA MORRISON.
K. SHORES (IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT). PFC. GENE GACH.

Campiled and Prnted by
THE TIMES-MIRROR PRINTING & RINDING HOUSE
Loy Angeles, Caldlern
Safe of This Pudlicatinn Limited ts Wembers of the Service,
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REGIMENTAL HISTORY

ORGANIZED at Ft. Meyer, Virginia, in March,

1501, the 11th Cavalry received ils baptism
of fire belore it had been in existence a year.
The three squadrons. under command of Colonel
Francis Moore, a distinguished veteran o! the
Cwil, Indian and Spanish-Americon wars, were
ordered to the Philippines during the winter ol
190i. Squadrons were stationed ot Samar, Batan-
gas and Northern Luzon  All of the 11th Cavalry-
men saw cction from 1901.1504.

The regiment returnad to the United States in
1904 and was {inclly asseinbled as a unit at Fi.
Des Moines in 1906. . From lhare the regiment,
without the |Ist Squnadron, was orderad to Cuba
cs part of the army ol occupation. The 2nd Squad-
ron v:zs stalioned at Camp Colombia and the
balanze of the regiment at Pinar del Rio. They
relurned to the States in 1909, arriving in lime lo
participate in lhe inaugural parade for President
Talt. Al this time Colonel James Parker was in
command.

During the Mexican border lrouble in 1911, the
regiment moved fram Ft. Oglethorpe lo the mobil-
ization cainp at Fi. Sam Houston, Texas. and re-

“turned lo Oglethorpe that November. During its

stay at the Georgia post, the regiment organized
the lith Cavalry Hunl with its pack of English

hounds. Under Col. Parket’s command, the regi- .
- ment altained a high degree of e!haency, pcrhc-

ularly in all mounted . work.

In May, 1914, the regiment moved to Colorado
to assist in preserving law and order, returning
to ils station in Jaauary, 1915. Pancho Villa's raid
in Columbus, New Mexico, early in 19186, brought
the 11th Cavalery onlo the batlle field once again,
and March ol thal year saw the troops move on

to Columbus lo form part of Pershing’s Punitive -

Expedition. During the period ol the campaign,
the regiment sel an enviable record both in action
and for forced marches.

Cne squadron under cemmand of Major (laler
General) Robert L. Howze, made a night march

1o Ojos Azules, arriving there al dawn May 5,
1915, surprising the Villis'a leaders Julo Acostg,

Cruz Domingus and Antonio Angel, and killed 42
and captured several men and 75 ponies. During
this engagement not @ cavdlryman was wounded,
although several had bullats passed through their
clothing and equipment. It wos this same Provis-

“iwnal Squadron which reczived the acclaim of the

metropolian press lor its forced march of 571 miles
through meuntaineus counlry in 21 days—on a
five-day rotion supply, and witliout co"h.:u-ucc
tion with the main command.

- Curing the same ccmpmgn Mc]or Jenkins’
squadron distinguished itsell by hard marching

~and by its rescue of Iwo troops of the 10th Cavalry

which had become engaged at Catrrozal.

During the World War the regiment was sla-
ticned at Chickamauga Park, Georgia, where the
bulk of the commeand was translerred to form the
basis of the 22nd and 23rd Cavalry (later the 80th -
and Blst Field Artillery Regiments). In 1919 the
regiment moved 1o the Presidio of Monterey. In
the intervening years it maintained « high stand-
ard ol elficiency in training ond athletics.

Arriving at Camp Seeley and Camp Morena in
Novetnber, 1940, the 11th Cavalry was organized
into two line squadrons of three troops each. Each -
troop included three rille platoons of three squads,
a light mecchine gun plateon and a troop head-
quarters. The Regimental Headquarters and Serv-
ice Troop consisls of slaff and communications
(pack radio) platoons, transporiction platoon and
a platoon of armored scout cars. The Machine
Gun Troop comprises plaloons of calibre .30 and
.50 keavy machine guns. Special Weapons Troop
hes 81 mm morlars ead .80 celibze machine guns.
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APPENDIX E-4

Frazier, Vernon A.

Military Memorandum (7" Endorsement), Jrom the Assistant, Acquisition Division, Real
Estate, DA, Office of the Corps of Engineers, to the Division Engineer, South Pacific
Division, Corps of Engineers, San Francisco, CA, dated 23 December 1955, Subject:
National Guard Rifle Range, Imperial Valley. RG 77, Entry: CA Military Site Audit

Files, 1849-1994, Box 34, Folder: El Centro National Guard Rifle Range, Audit.
National Archives--Pacific Region, Laguna Niguel, CA
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' 601.52 El Gem;ro Rifle Range s Imper

(24 Jun 55) i
SUBJECT: National Guard Rifle Range, mpemal

D.A 3 OcofEngrs, Washington 25, D, c,,

TO: pivision Engmaer, South Pacli‘ic D:L‘visicn Gt
San Francisco, California "

1, Forwarded for compliance with request in foregomg orrespondence

for the acquisition by the Department of the Army for use:by the. : ‘
California National Guardy of a permit from the State or Area. Ad.ministrator,
Bureau of Land Management, Department of the Interdor, for the use of the
property described in thé 3rd Indorsement thereonm, dated 15 August 1955, §
for rifle range, impact and ricochet areas, to be knewn as the El Centro

Rifls Range, Galiforniae

20 Tt is requested that s copy of the pemit be furnished the
Commanding General, Sixth Army, the using service > the National Guard
Burean, and this office,

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL STURGIS:

&m@
JEREON A FRAZIER
8 _ Assistanty Acqﬂiﬂi .o Lo
3‘21 - .~ Real Bstate S
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APPENDIX E-5

Fulmer, F.F., CWO, CAL NG, Acting Adjutant, Headquarters,
1% Bn, 111" Armor Cav

Military Memorandum (with Enclosure), from CWO F.F. Fulmer, California
National Guard, Acting Adjutant, Headquarters, First Battalion, 111" Armored Cavalary
Regiment (Light), El Centro, CA, to Commanding Officer, Fort MacArthur, San Pedro,
CA, dated 8 June 1954, Subject: Use of El Centro Rifle Range. Pacific Regional
Archives, Laguna Niguel, CA

Appendix E - Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous Ttems



HEADQUARTERS FIRST BATTALIUN

111TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT (LIGHT)
310 South Fourth Street

El Centro, California

8 June 195/
SUBJECTs Use of El Centro Rifle Range

TOs Comranding Officer
Fort MacArthur
San Pedro, California

c—a

Purguant to verbal request of your office the following
information 1s submitted in conmection with requested use of the
El Centro Rifle Range by this Battalion:

8 of Weaponss
21 Rifles
2; Carbines
(3) Pistols

(4) Sud Machine Guns
b. Caliber cf Weapons:
(1) Cal .22
‘ §2 Cal .30 Carbine
. 3) Cal .30 Rifle
(4) Cal 45
ce. Type of Ammunition: Ball, Training
de Type of range firing: Fixed terrestrial
6. Maximum range to be fired: 500 yaxds

f. Status of training of persomnel utilizing range:
Basic through advanced ihdividual,

ge Number of personnel utilizing ranges 75C.
FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

F. F. FUIMER
Cw0, CAL NG
Acting Adjutant

inclf:/é b@g /
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APPENDIX E-6
Hathaway, J.L., Captain, 11™ Cavalry, Adjutant

Military Memorandum, from the Captain J.L. Hathaway, Adjutant, 11™
Cavalry, to the G-3, Ninth Corps Area, dated 21 November 1940, Subject: Movement of
the 11" Cavalry. RG 338, Entry: 9™ Service Command, NND 735039, Box 10, Folder:
Camp Seeley. National Archives, College Park, MD.
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, : ADCUARTIRS EIL‘VZI E \.-{.Vﬂl.n..{
/7(’,5;;? i Sesley, Californis

Yovewher (21, 1944

SUBJECTs  Movement of the llth Savalry -

0 G=3, Ninth Corp Aresy
Preasidio of San Fransisco, California.

‘ 1. Movament of ithe 11th Cavalry and sttachzenta|to |Seeley ard Campcg

Califormis: -_— ‘ '
: 2 A‘Vanca Detachment: :
; Left Lontereyl, &llfOl nia =t &4

5 QC &}y Nove 4, 124C ’
rived st Sepley, Celifornia at 1:30|P.M., Bov. &, 1940
r.l‘l‘a.'\!ed at Cawpo, Californiz st 4:0C P.ll4, Nov. 3, 194C
To aealaj, Galiformias .- - ‘
Hge & Ser. Tropp &+ Officerss 1 Enkisi &d Kens 1T ¥
Trocp B . "o 4 " " 55
Med. Det. S " 1 " " £ |
H'_- 6 " (1] 74
To .Campo, Califorpizs
Fq. & Ser. Tropp i ¢ " " 15 #
Troep B : w 4 " “ 55
Med. Dst. : 1 " " &
2pd Sqin- Date H " 1 e " 1 {
’ - " " 75
;é/b. Reil Novement:
: * Left Yonterey, Celiforniz st 12:0C Neon, Nov. 135, 1940

irrived at Sedley, California at €.15 l.lf, Nov. 17, 1¢4»O<
Arrived st Caupo, Californiz at 10:30 4., Nove 17, 1 4‘0;

91- Tc Seeley, califdrn

ig:
Hg5e & Serve Trioop & Qfficers: 1 Enlisted Nens 411
Band H L4 (l ‘.-‘?.O-} 4 ’ “ M , 2C
TI‘OO‘-Q :& - " 3 1" Y] 102=
LS Troop : u o " "o 78
Troop 3 i " 1 » ag!
. }i&-“ - Det. H H l L. H R lg
. Vet, Det. ; " 1 w " 6
' 1st S@&l. Det. H " 2 - 1
[ ] 1-5 1 " 2‘5‘;‘\--




L

- 2 " -
To Campe; Celifornia: Officers: Brligted Yen:
Troop E . " 2 » .
Troop F : e 2 y "
Teds Bet. : " 0 ™ "
“"eto Deles : _“ 1 * "
2nd Sqdn. Det. 5 » L " “
3 H 5 " "
¢. Second Motor Movement:
Left Vonterey, Cealifornia azt £:0Q A.M., MNov. 19
Arrived at Seeley, Celifornia at 1:iC0 P.i., Ea\r
Arrived st Cempo, Gglifornis at 3:45 P.M., Nov.
- To Seeley, Celiformie: Officers: Enlisted Yenl
Hg. & Serv. Treap: * 2 " "l
lgt SJQ&H. Dat, ] " .0 b ‘" ;
Treoop & - A . 0 * ®
Treop B t " 0 " "
13 Troep 3 " 4 " .
Band H " 1 o "
¥ed. Dats H " 0 " e
: + ? b "
E .
Te Gampo, Californiai
< Hg. & Sery. Troop: "0 - N
Trocp B : " 4 " "
Vet. Bet. 2 0 T *
‘ - W 5 g L3
i . Por the Commsnding
* Beth moter movements by
same truck driver. | .

JLH/dw
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APPENDIX E-7

Imperial Valley Press (L.ocal Newspaper), El Centro, CA

Article entitled “Only Caretaker Unit Will Remain At Camp Seeley” in Local
Newspaper, Imperial Valley Press, El Centro, CA, Volume XL, No. 81, dated 23
September 1941, with headline “11"™ Cavalry Will Move from Valley”. Imperial
County Historical Society, Pioneer Museum, Imperial County, CA.

Appendix E - Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous Items



T mpevial Valby, Press

XL; No. 81

(Five Cents Per Copy)
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“Labor Shor%age

Threatens: Agncuﬂﬁ
Imperial Valley Field:

E) AMBLING
EPORTER

A True Story—
AL ANy mte 1 1s supposed Lo be
true.
“Tom Afferbough went dove hunt-
Ing. as who didn't? lils search fo:
_ doves led him to a pig pen. Tom
roamed around amonyg the pizs and
-- 3hot a dove snilching UALS from
" the plgs’ diner.
A pig. just a plain ordinary gqueal-
cr, snapped up tie dove and swal- §
—lowed I, [eniliers, benk .and claws.
W Tom shot another and it bit the
dust close to the swme plg. The pig
sent It after the other wictim of
__'Doms narksmanship.. .. -
"This plg decided there must’ be
come connection between the bang
~=.of Tom's gun znd,the manna which
fell to him, So he stoori ciose to
Tom. Every time ‘f'om shet o dove
the pig wonld run hike the wind and
gobble it up. I ‘Tom didn’t shoot
fast cnough the g would reot lum
“Ton’ the ler.
That's Tom's story and as fur as
RR Is conrerned Tom is stuck with
jt. Tom even punned o train the
Pig Lo s 1iw fegnl it of 12 and
bAng e ses W0 him., Hel J |

stuck with: that. u' e trien .

1t's \hmnlnr_.
W , PR

Tlne will Al the gdp and anather

Grower-Shipper Agents Look for Boost
In Wages While Scarcity Develops in

| Mlgranf Ranks; Mexicans Unavailable

Tmperial Vallay growers sual Lippers Inoked ferward
rucfully Tuesday to what may Le the most sever: tabor
shortage in the history of zuereubturnd industry here—a
shortage pregnant with thesthreat of runaway prices amd

the danger of labor disturbances.

Grower-shippers themselves over-+
whelmlingly voiced concern over in:
roads defense Industries have macfp
on agrizuitural labaor. In & surves
completed Tuesday, {Ive of the llrl
ley’s major agieultural lraders -qmw
bluntly of coming labor shortn-gy
two brlieved “there Is nothing
worry about,® and one was ndn-
commital.

One grower belicved Mexican la-
bor from zouth of the International ;

Bomber Outpuf at
Consair Menaced
By Strike Ballot

One of Biggest U, =
iPlane Producers M)
case |
Face Union Walkout
AN DIRGO” Ben
U1y~ The pl'mllll ",
L hoge L angd sea bontrass s uts
l‘.v Gonsedidated A -oratt
Corp, Wil |nun~‘rd|/v-. '.'-'.‘l_\'
by o slrike vale of seme 10 S
SV Wi Rl medn e ihe
_.nlinn:‘.: ;\:.:M'l:um:, Mg
CAFL .

“laped” that would be the
DBut Edmund H. Gles, inspoctor an
charge, Unitcd States imm".'rm-wr
service, said, "*There in'l gnia
be  any  Mexican iaker  from

other side, The povernpwest fue '
riled thal you can’t brne Af=xiear,
laborers across the border or di-
lo-day work and residence Tl

the immigration law as e
amd it will bhe enfore-d

FINANCIAL CRIKIS

Grower-snippar
supmumnarized the case for
sforesee w0 labor shartage Hl.. nre,
needs 200 men an the Jueidy ek
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Mand -owned ship
is a-terpedo—teaving.the-tube.

‘.':E’Unclos., tﬂ's-answer\% : 5”pf’ﬁ§§2?!“
Navy Hunts Sub
As 5th-Ship-Sunk

WASHINGTON, Sept. 23, (UP)—Th U, . Nuvy hunt.
d the Iceland sea lanes today for aun Axis raider which
presumably sank the governmors owned S, 3. Pink Star—
apparently the first challenge to President Doosewelr's
“shoot on sight” orders. The Pink Star incident was the
‘:g_l-‘,r;‘i to occur In'an Ares of less. :

T flles dlameter TH & ane

ay sank anoﬂ';cf u,s.
du:ing—tesfs-by--U.-_S.—No

o the vessel which sank ..
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| move lock, s

i «] that Fort Lockett Is- several miles

| cooler summer __climate,

iy JLOCKETT UNUSUAL

———— g

Ca

nl}y
Unit Will

?efaker‘-

-

Remain

|

|Home at.Fort Locke

Nov. I;: To Visit Here Twice Ye

The 1ith United

[Ronuuuun of ita ne
Somvember 1 Capt, M
masiet al {'ampn, annogn

The re&ic_m

o
ent, except for

Camp Seeley, but wiil return prob-
ably t{wice esch year—once In the
spring, once in the fall—for target
work In ‘the désert, |L was ofliclally
annaunced by Co! Harold M. Ray-
ner, commanding officer.

Colonel Rayner satd he tegretied
not belng able to promise Impenal
valley a_larger perma
"because th
to us™

the_regiment out of the valkky was
influenced by any tmportant strateg-
ical consideration, despite the fact

nicarer the Mexican border.

“Our experience at Camp Sceley,”
he said, “has shewn that the men
and horses cannot work to Rood
advantage here during the summer
menths. We must .have a place
where we can train the year ‘round,
i we are W accompllsh the pur-
pose for which the army is belng
bullt up.~
NO RANGE AVAILARLE
- The advantages oI Fort Lockell's
_however,
are offset to some extent by the
fact thal the new home of thé regl-
ment offers no sultable space 1ov
rifle and machine gun work, Col--
onel Rayner sald.

It is for this.reason that the
semi-permanent equipment, such as
. buildings ang stables, will be left
standing at Camp Seeley and guard-
ed by @ detachment of possibly a
-dozen -men,-he-sal :
- The old camp wilj be occupled for
short perfods In spring and fal] when
the regiment Is brought back for
shooting practice,

It s estimated that the toss of
the tith cavalry will cost El Centiro
and surrounding businessmen about
$20.000 per month, the amount spent
there on paydays by the 1000-adc '
iolficers And men. -

T The 1Uth was firse sched
trvone on August

: dale on which e ¢
"sed Port Lockel! would be com.;
Sieied Bul abor roubles. counied

§ With some minor changes i1n archt-;
tect's plans, delayed censtiruction,

e .

f
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0. the orwinal,
antractors prom- ¢

Fory--Lockets ‘has—been~daerrifnd

Regiment Promised Possecsion

States cavalpy Tuerday waz
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€ Tadlvy,

X and barrel otit ofs

|
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nent force |
¢ valley has been gond |

- He sald he dig not” believe the '
war department's decsion 10 move

Seeley

of Now
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a small ca retaker force, wil

Thousands Flee in
Paih of Hurricane
Along Gulf Coast

Cities Abandoned, Wind
Rages Westward While
Tides Surge High

HOUSTON, Tex., Sept. 23.
(UP) — A 'hurricane roared
notthwestward through the
Gulf &F Mexico today and the
grales and great tia, that

i preceded It gave towns t'ong the

middle Texas const whmnlrg of the
dangers it held for them.
Theusands of ‘persons locked thelr
homes and fled tniand. AL Freeport
only a few of the lown's £.030 resi-
dents still remained, for government
Ppredictions were that the hurricano
with ILs 80-mile an hour wind prog-
ably would . sweép +inland Between
that town end-‘Port GConnor, 73
miles sauthwest on Matag - bay,
~~At Galveslon - the . wind..#ii~ de-
creasing and the “tide” wis ‘Talllng,
&n indizatlon that the cedter’ of
the-storm, still- {00 miles at sen,
had passed westward, and this was
borne out by the higher tides and
the blusters wenther that, swept into

| Port O'Connor-today after a rela-

tively quiel night. .

The weather burcau sald the hur-
rcane was moving forward about
slx miles an hour with winds ef
full hurricane farce near the cen-
ter. *

Galveston  felt  the stwm last
nght ang thousands of 1t 60,000
residents and hiundreds of ‘ourists,
mudful of the storm n 190 that
ok 6.000 iives, moved teritamnly
W Houdon
CITY ABANDONED

There werr 4200 prowing herc
frem Freeport, the town raere the
Dux Chemical compmny 3 Mid-
land, Mleh, 15 bulltig 2 great
niant to produes magnesi:m, vital

in Hnfanen utannfant omia.

[
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: hunted the Ax?s"r‘ai'f.ier whith Monday sank another U. §..own
: i a torpedo lasving the-tube.dusing tests by U,.S..
wentoe Uncle Sam's answersto the vessel which sank

_third to ‘occur In'an area of loss o -
-t R TIOUTIRITeS GIAmewr [ & Jane &

Damages' Asked for

« Greenlahd. Zwhich, Iike Icetand, 137
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° . Danlish vessel Lundby takcn over hy
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“**ship had been bombed, tarpedoed or
- 8ank by shelifire. ‘
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ed ship
Navy.off .f'inoy -
S. S. Pink Star?

Navy Hunts Sub

As-bth-Ship Sunk

. WASHINGTON, Sept. 23, (UP)—The U. S. Navy hunt-
ed the Iceland sea lanes today for an Axis raider which
presumably sank the government owned S. S, Pink Star—
‘apparently the “first challenge to President Roosevelt's
“shoot on sight” orders. The Pink Star incident was the

sun

ning along the southern tip of

protected by Lhe Unlied Stales. |

Accident Death

W Al
ver YVoowday
TSI Omy da :
- WiHHAm - Hugh -Dive
the navy depactinent falled 0 sate | trgine aneideny nert
whetker the crew Had heen rescuad “last Sepr 4
Nor:~did =Tt -Indicate ~whAstRES tha'l Sat Chere

the United Stales and salling
the United States lines ub
ammanian  registry. She ¢
crew of 34, none of which we

Par-
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-
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.
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Nill Remain
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A
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master at Campo, announfed
... The regiment, except for
_movg lock? stoex ‘and barrel ottt of
Camp Seeley, but will retumn prob-
ably twice each year—once {n the
spring, once in the fall—for targe!
work In the desert. It was officlally
announced by Col_Harold M, Ray-
ner, commanding officer.

Colonel Rayner satd he regretied
not belng able to promlse Imperial
Tbecause the valley has béen "gond
to us." :

- He sald he dig not belleve the
war department's decision to mave
the, reglment out of-the valley was
Influenced by any important sirateg-
fcal consideration, despite the fact

4 | that Fort Lockett Is- several mules

nearer the Mexican border.

“Our cxperience at Camp Seeley.”
he said, “has shewn that the men
and horses cannct work to goox

months., We must have a place
where we can train the year round,
il we are to accomplish the pur.
pcse for which the army s being
bullt up.”

NO RANGE AVAILABLE

. The advantages of Fort Lockell's
cooler summet climate, however,
M offset to some extent by the
fact that the new home of the regl-
ment offers no sullable space for
rific and machine gun work, Col-
onel Rayner said. :
It Is for this reason that the
semi-permancnt equipment. such as
buildings and stables, wiil be Jeft
:slnndlng at Camp Seceley and guard-
ed by a detachment of possibly a
dozen -men, hs.said.. . .
The old camp will be occupled for
short perieds In spring and fall when
the regiment is brought back for
shootlng practice.

It Js estimated that the loss of
the 11th cavalry will cost El Centro
and surrounding businessmen sbout
$20.000 per mionth, the amount spent
here on pavdays by the 1000-ode
eliicers and men.--.

The 11th was first scheduled to
move on August 20, the origliaal
date on which the contractors prom-
Ised Fort Lockett would be com-
pleted. But labor troubles, coupled
with some minor changes in archi-
tect’s plans, delayed construction,
LOCKETT UNUSUAL

a3.on¢ of "the most 'unusual army

ling 7000 acres In the rolling foot.
ihils on the edze of Campn, the
‘fort as Inid out more 1n the wan-
ner of woswanky subdivision than
sioambtar ation, Captain Urdd.
v Pase 6; Columny

? |Regiment Promised
| Honie'at Fort Lockett in Mountains by
Nov. I;To Visit Here Twice Yearly

The 11th Unitad States cavalry Tuesday was promised
possession of its new permanent home at Fort Lockett on
November 1, Capt, M., C. Tadlock

Valley a larger permanent force |

-- Fort--Loockett has been--described

Arms Seized in

.—gﬂa

Seeley

Possession of New

, constructing quarter-

a sma

I caretaker force, will

Thousands Flee in
Path of Hurricane
Along-Gulf Coast

Cities Abandoned, Wind
Rages Westward While
Tides Surge High

HOUSTON, Tex., Sept. 23.
(UP) — A hurricane vroared
northwestward through the
Gulf of Mexico today and the
rgales and great tidgs that
ypreceded Bt gave towns aleng e
I middle Texas coast whaming o7 e
tdangers it held for Lhem.

i Thousanids of persons locked their
Ihon‘:m and fied imiand. At Freepoc:
vonly a few of the town's 6.000 resl-
taents fl remained, for government
: predictions were that the hummicane
with {ty BC-mii¢ an hour wind prob-
ebly would &weep .inland, between
that town snd:Port O'Connor, 714
miles southwest on MaleeGtis: bay.

At Oniveston the wind wal de-
creasing nnd the tide wa: falling,
An indiation tmt the. c-fter of
the storm, still 100 mules at sew,
had passed wesiward, acd this was
berne out by the higher tdes anc
the blustery weather thay sywept tato
Port O'Connor today after a rela-
tively quiet night. .

The weather bureau said the hur-
ricane was moving foraard about
six miles an hour with winds ol
full hurricane force near the cen-
ter. -

Galveston felt the storm fay
night ang thousands of 1ts 60,00
residents and jundreds of tourists
mindful of Lhe stonn in 19060
toox 6.000 ilves, moved testiporarnls
to Hauston,

CITY ABANDONED

There were 4200 persans herc
{rom Freeport, the town where the
Dow Chemical compnny of Mid.
land, Mich, _is building a greal
plant to producs magnesium, vita
in delfense-manufuctyring -processcs
Ancther 300 persons f{rom marsh-

posts in the Uajted States..Qeeupy--lland homes. were quartessd In the

courthouse at Bay Cuy. -

17 Before Fredport wii derctted b
¢ ull but a few, Inclwlisg M .yor Wil
i ham Allun, the big plant was bl
tened duown and siore fenls wen
Continued gn Page & ol 4

R __%_h
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APPENDIX E-8

Lutes, LeR., Major General

Military Memorandum, from the Director of Plans and Operations of the Army
Service Forces to the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, WDGS, dated 7 March 1944,
Subject: Declaration of Excess Property. RG 407, Entry 363A, Box 4353,
Folder: Camp Seeley. National Archives, College Park, MD.
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APPENDIX E-9

KEA Environmental, Inc.

Extract from Appendix C, Archeological and Architectural Survey for the Naval
Air Facility El Centro, to the Historic and Archeological Resources Protection
Plan for Naval Air Facility El Centro, dated October 1994, prepared for the U.S.
Department of the Navy, Southwest Division, Naval Facilities Engineering
Command, San Diego, CA, by KEA Environmental, Inc., authored by Rebecca
McCorkle Apple, Stephen Van Wormer, James Newland, and James H. Cleland.
Office Files, Environmental Office, Naval Air Facility El Centro. El Centro, CA

Appendix E - Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous ltems
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‘ego and Arizona Railroad also improved transport and freight movement and helped spawn
s development of the gypsum and wallboard plant at Plaster City (10 miles west of Seciey)
orris and Jacques .980:55). As well as agricultural land use, the open desert lands,
odones Sand Dunes, and Anza-Bomrego Desert State Park have helped make recreation a

jor factor in Imperial Valley’s economy,

yther major factor in the valley's development after 1940 was the U.S. military. During the

y portion of World War II, the military established many training camps, bases, and facilities

ughout the valley. These included camps for the Desert Training Center of General Patton’s

1t armored corps, a temporary cavalry camp at Secley, bombing and test ranges, and several

Naval aviation auxiliary fields, ranges, and training bases, Although it may seem unusual for

an inland desert region such as the Imperial Valley, the most significant and lasting presence for
the military in the vailey would be the U.S. Navy.

&,

2.2.2 History of Naval Air Facility El Centro -

The Naval Air Facility El Centro was constructed in 1942 and 1943 two miles northeast of
Seeley, California in Imperial County. Built on the site of a Civil Aeronautical Administration
airfield leased from the county, the facility was part of the national defense buildup prior to, and
during, World War IL. The facility served as a Mazine Corps Air Station during the war and
was transferred back to the Navy at its conclusion. The facility was saved from decommission
in 1947 when the Navy’s Parachute Experimental Division was moved to the base. During the
next 45 plus years, the facility has served as a support training facility for the Eleventh Naval
District, as well as housing special project programs such as the Joint Parachute Test Facility,
National Aerospace Recovery Facility, National Parachute Test Range, U.S. Air Force Space
and Missile System Organization, and the winter training base for the Navy’s Blue Angels
demonstration flight team. '

2.2.2.1 The War Years and the Imperial Valley

With the outbreak of World War I in Europe in 1939, the United States made a concerted effort
to improve its military capabilifies. In 1939, Congress began to appropriate millions of doilars
for new military facilities, equipment, and personnel. These figures would increase rapidly.
In 1940, they would authorize over $13 billion for defense (Engineering News Record
10-24-1940:35). ‘The money would be used by the Army and Navy to improve old facilities and
construct new ones uader a proposed three year development plan (Engineering News Record
10-24-1940:37).

After France fell to Germany in June 1940, the appropriations and the construction activity
increased. During the ensuing months, appropriations in the hundreds of millions were steadily
passed. The Navy's Bureau of Yards and Docks (BuDoc) quickly swung into action by
designing and constructing "temporary" but stable base facilities quickly and inexpensively. By
 January 1941, the Navy had begun what would be a record program of rapid construction using

-10- 93-21/ek-conla,rp O8/16/54

standardized base and building plans (Engineering News Record 10-24-1940: ; 1-2- :20;
Gamer 1993:47.58). : 240:40-42; 1-2 1941.2q,

One of the major defense concorns the military bad was for additional aviation
Y sya s Iy su rt

training facilities. In addition to the aviation appropriations in the general military fl:.tl:xodm:n ;
19:1.(_},; t.?e C_ongms‘s added an additional $40 million to the civil airport program operated under
‘!‘?. gwﬂ}emnauucs Adminjstration (CAA) to meer this need. This program dated to, and was
linked with, th; Works ngmv:ls Admin;:uaﬁ:;:: (WPA) efforts of the 1930s. The program had
been utilized to construct civil airfields throughout the co ineeri
10-24-1940:37-38), ¢ ey (Enmwmg e Record

The new civil airport program would be a cooperative defense effort. ‘The CAA would overses
the) project operations and administer the contracts to civilian companies. Local agencies and
govemments would provide the land and agree to maintain the facilities until needed for defense
purposes. The Army and Navy would choose the field sites based on defense needs. The
constmcf:l;:lxl moneys would be for basic g.rading, paving, and lighting of these new airfields with
furt.herr e ;l- mcted when, and if, the military occupied the fields (Engineering News

The CAA program quickly proved successful .By Tuly 1941, Con i i

The. . . gress provided fonding to
increase the program by 50 percent. They gave the CAA another $94 million supplemented by
$40 milhon' more to the_WP@ to complete the 250 airfields underway and begin construction of
149 more airports (Engineering News Record 7-3-1941:43). In late 1941, the CAA requested

and received another $76 million for expansion of the gram (Engineerin, Reco
11-13-1941:11), P & ® Ne‘f'_s "

For the Eleventh Naval District operating out of San Diego, the CAA program was a welcome

relief to their fwiation facility needs. In February 1941, the District Commandant appointed a
Board of officials to develop a plan for increased aviation operations. The plan would have to
acuo!n‘rqodate a 15,000 plane program, locate existing facilities for wartime use, and organize
acquisition, development, and use of these faciliies (U.S. Navy Commandant's Files
10—11'1941:1f2)' In October 1941, the District Commandant received word from the Chief of
NavaI mm that the local CAA “civil" airports and fields would be available during
many new ects N v
mm10-10-1941:1-3)_ y Proj were pending (U.S. Navy Commandant's Files

One of the CAA fields identified for potential Navy use was located in the El Centro area
(U.S, Navy C:ommandant’s Files 10~11-1941:B). The Navy liked both the desert El Centro site
and a Yuma site, Bothbasc sites provided year round training opportunities and El Centro could
pruwdc support facilities for potential Navy bombing ranges in the desert and at Salton Sea.
The D'utnct command believed that a full-scale auxiliary base facility could be built and be
operational in eight months at the site seven miles west of El Centro near Seday. Although the
CAA an_d Navy Board had worked on a lease for the land from the Irrigation District and
County in September, one problem held up the Navy's plans for the El Ceatro and Yuma
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Diego and Arizona Railroad alsc improved transport and freight movement and helped spawn
the development of the gypsum and wallboard plant at Plaster City (10 miles west of Seeley)
(Norris and Jacques 1980:55). As well as agricultural land use, the open desert lands,
Algodones Sand Dunes, and Anza-Borrego Desert State Park have helped make recreation a
major factor in Imperial Vallcy s economy. g

Another major factor in Lhe valley's development after 1940 was the U.S. military. During the
early portion of World War 11, the military established many training camps, bases, and facilities
throughout the valley. These included camps for the Desert Training Center of General Patton's
desert armored corps, a temporary cavalry camp at Seeley, bombing and test ranges, and several
Naval aviation auxiliary fields, ranges, and training bases. Although it may seem unusual for
an inland desert region such as the Imperial Valley, the most significant and lasting presence for
the military in the valley would be the U.S. Navy.

2.2.2 History of Naval Air Facility Kl Centro

The Naval Air Facility El Centro was constructed in 1942 and 1943 two miles northeast of
Seeley, California in Imperial County. Built on the site of a Civil Aeronautical Administration
airfield leased from the county, the facility was part of the national defense buildup prior to, and
during, World War II. The facility served as a Marine Corps Air Station during the war and

was transferred back to the Navy at its conclusion. The facility was saved from decommission -

in 1947 when the Navy's Parachute Experimental Division was moved to the base. During the
next 45 plus years, the facility has served as a support training facility for the Eleventh Naval
District, as well as housing special project programs such as the Joint Parachute Test Facility,
National Aerospace Recovery Facility, National Parachute Test Range, U.S. Air Force Space
and Missile System Organization, and the winter training base for the Navy’'s Blue Angels
demonstration flight team.

2.2.2.1 The War Years and the huperial Valley

With the outbreak of World War I in Europe in 1939, the United States made a concerted effort
to improve its military capabilities. In 1939, Congress began to appropriate millions of dollars
" for new military facilities, equipment, and personnel. These figures would increase rapidly.
In 1940, they would authorize over $13 billion for defense (Engineering News Record

10-24-1940:35). The money would be used by the Army and Navy to improve old facilities and

construct new ones under a proposed three year development plan (Eugmeenng News Record
10-24-1940:37).

After Prance fell to Germany in June 1940, the appropriations and the construction activity

increased. During the ensuing months, appropriatiens in the hundreds of millions were steadily
passed. The Navy's Bureau of Yards and Docks (BuDoc) quickly swung into action by
designing and constructing "temporary” but stable base facilities quickly and inexpensively. By
January 1941, the Navy had begun what would be a record program of rapid construction using

. -10- 93-21fel-cenla.rpe 081164

standardized base and building plans (Elgmeenng News Record 10-24-194(:40-42; 1-2-1941: 20 :
Garner 1993: 47«58)

One of the major defense concerns the military had was for additional aviation support and
training facilities, In addition to the aviation appropriations in the general military funding in
1940, the Congress added an additional $40 million to the civil airport program operated under
the Civil Aeronautics Administration (CAA) to meet this need, This program dated to, and was
linked with, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) efforts of the 1930s. The program had
been utilized to construct civil airfields throughout the country (Engineering News Record
10-24-1940:37-38),

The new civil airport program would be a cooperative defense effort. The CAA would oversee

, the project operations and administer the contracts to civilian companies. Local agencies and

governments would provide the land and agres to maintain the facilities until needed for defense
purposes. The Army and Navy would choose the field sites based on defense needs. The
construction moneys would be for basic grading, paving, and lighting of these new airfields with
further facilities constructed when, and if, the military occupied the fields (Engineering News
Record 10-31-1940:587).

“The CAA program quickly proved successful. By July 1941, Congress provided funding to

increase the program by 50 percent. They gave the CAA another $94 million supplemented by
$40 million more to the WPA to complete the 250 aitfields underway and begin construction of
149 more airports (Engineering News Record 7-3-1941:43), In late 1941, the CAA requested
and received another $76 million for expansion of the program (Engineering News Record

© 11-13-1941:11).

For the Eleventh Naval District operaﬁng‘ out of San Diego, the CAA program was a welcome
zelief to their aviation facility needs. In February 1941, the District Commandant appointed a
Board of officials to develop a plan for increased aviation operations. The plan would have to

_accommodate a 15,000 plane program, locate existing facilities for wartime use, and organize

acquisition, development, and use of these facilities (U.S. Navy Commandant’s Files
10-11-1941:1-2). In October 1541, the District Commandant received word from the Chief of
Naval Operations that the local CAA “civil® airports and fields would be available during
wattime and that many new projects were pending (U.S. Navy Commandant’s Files
10-10-1941:1-3).

One of the CAA fields identified for potential Navy use was located in the El Centro area
(U.S. Navy Commandant’s Files 10-11-1941:B). The Navy liked both the desert El Centro site
and a Yuma site. Both base sites provided year round training opportunities and Et Centre coold
provide support facilities for poteritial Navy bombing ranges in the desert and at Salton Sea.
The District command believed that a full-scale auxiliary base facility could be built and be
operational in eight months at the site seven miles west of Bl Centro near Seeley Although the
CAA and Navy Board had worked on a lease for the land from the Irrigation District and
County in Sepmbet one problem held up the Navy's plans for the El Centro and Yuma
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facilities--neither had funding appropriated for field construction (U.S. Navy Commandant’s
Files 10-20-1941:1-2). ‘

The planned project went forward anyway and the funding situation changed rapidly after the
attack at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. The United States’ entry into the war quickly
moved funding for military defense projects forward. By December 15, the first contracts for
construction of the El Centro CAA airport were advertised (CAA Reports 1-8-1942:7). In late
December, Congress gave the CAA a supplemental $59 million appropriation for 105 additional
fields (Engineering News Record 1-1-1942:25). On January 8, 1942, the Los Angeles Corps
of Engineers office, who were overseeing CAA construction in southern California, awarded the
grading and paving contract to Melvin G. Axman and James L. Miller. A few days later, the
lighting contract went to H.O. Bauerle. Work began on the airfield on January 9 with the cost
estimated at $332,000. Work continued steadily over the next few months with the grading and

paving completed in April and the lighting completed on May 16 (CAA Reports 1-8-1942:8;

| 2-7-1942:9-10; 6-6-1942:9).

The construction work at the "Seeley" Airport was just a part of the military activity occurring
in the Imperial Valley community. In November 1940, 450 troops of the Eleventh U.S. Cavalry
Regiment had arrived in Seeley. On leased Jand one mile north (west of project area) of town,

they built Camp Seeley, a temporary tent camp. The Cavalrymen and their 730 horses stayed .

at Seeley for over a year while waiting for the completion of Camp Lockett at Campo, San
Diego County, where they- were to be stationed to guard the border and the San Diego and
' Arizona railroad. On December 9, 1941, the Eleventh Cavalry left Camp Seeley (Vezina
' 1993:124-127; Camp Seeley File 1940). After the cavalry left Seeley, an Army artillery unit
. occupied the camp until May 1942. Their job was to oversee the Yuha Test Firing Range in the
desert west of Seeley (Imperial Valley Press 4-30-1942:1; 5-24-1942:1).

The influx of soldiers and war workers quickly overwhelmed the small valley communities.
With the Desert Training Center, Camp Seeley, a Marine Camp at Niland, a squadron of British
pilots training at Imperial, and other war facilities being constructed at the Salton Sea, and later
that year at Holtville, the Valley was unprepared for the influx of population in 1942. Not only
were soldiers coming into the valley, but wartime construction workers also clogged the hotels
and restaurants of the valley during this time. Although the newspapers could not mention troop
movements or base developments, they did mention the problems of hundreds of soldiers on
leave and others waiting hours to take showers at local hotels or to get a meal (Imperial Valley
Press 1941-42). ’

In early 1942, the Eleventh Naval District decided on their use for the El Centro CAA airport.
At the outbreak of the war the Naval Air Station, San Diego was in a overcrowded condition
due to the rapid growth of the fleet aircraft complement. It was decided at that time to separate
the Marine Corps air groups from the Navy flyers. Lt. Col. William Fox, USMCR, was chosen
to head a five-man board to select five sites in southern California for Marine Corps air stations.

Instructed to choose one site in Imperial County, Fox chose the under-construction CAA airport

at Seeley near El Centro (U.S. Navy Eleventh District History 1946:387-389).
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Construction for the new station began as soon as the runway paving was completed. On-
Apmil 24, 1942, the Imperial Valley Press ran its first and last headline story on the construction
of the new airport and its facilities (due to the media blackout). The paper reported that ten
railcars of lumber were dropped off at the Seeley depot for the new airport 2.5 miles northeast
of the town. They noted that the construction crews were grading and erecting pre-made
buildings on the former farm lands next to the CAA’s new airport (Imperial Valley Press
4-24-1942:1).

By July 1942, the station was established as the Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) El Centro.

In September, MCAS El Centro was officially added to the operafion activities of the Eleventh
District (U.S. Navy Eleventh District History 1946:393). The MCAS operations initially
required not only the station and air group facilities, but skeet and rifle ranges, malfunction and
turret ranges for gunnery practice, a rabbit range, a rocket range, and rocket ground school.

In the fall, the area around the base was surveyed and leases and condemnation proceedings with
the County, Imperial Irrigation District, and several local land owners prepared to acquire almost
1,900 acres. In November, the land cases and leases were finalized to transfer the CAA airport
and some surrounding land that had been former flax and alfalfa fields to the Navy {Official
Records Books 598:491; 601:436-37; U.S. Navy Planning Officer Files 11-25-1942; U.S. Navy
KV37 N1-1 Map Survey 11-1942; Coletta 1985:195). Still, the construction of the base would
not be completed until the summer of 1943, On July 23, 1943, Lt. T.J. McQuade, commanding

officer, presided over the official commissioning ceremony (U.S. Navy Eleventh District History

1946:394; Coletta 1985:196). '

The MCAS El Centro facilities were typical of Naval public works construction during World

War II. The great need for large numbers of quickly built, inexpensive Navy shore facilities
required large amounts of funding and new building designs. From 1940 to 1942, the Navy
spent an average of $250 million a month on construction (Engineering News Record
2-11-1943:123). Most of these buildings and facilities were of single wall wood-frame
construction. Navy contractors built these buildings based on set designs and often with
non-essential materials (Garner 1993:52,56; Engineering News Record 1-28-1943:46). The
many buildings constructed at MCAS El Centro were constructed from pre-fabricated form plans
typical of Naval air training stations of the period. Even with their quickly built and utilitarian
style, contemporary architects and builders noted their "appearance of permanence that
completely hides their temporary and emergency character” (Engineering News Record
6-3-1943:96). '

The commissioning of MCAS El Centro in July 1943 only signaled the increasing activity at the
base during that year. The first Marine Air Group (MAG 43) had been stationed at El Centro
in January 1943 (Coletta 1985:196). As early as March 1943, the base added an additional 120
acres of adjacent land for the expanding operations (U.S. Navy Planning Officer Files 4-2-1943).
By the summer of 1943, the Marine Corps was requesting additional facilities for its west coast
bases at Santa Barbara, El Toro, Mojave, and El Centro. Plans for expansion of these bases
were in response to the need for more trained pilots for the Pacific theater of war. In
September, a special board was sent to investigate and report on needed expansion for these
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APPENDIX E-10
Morris, John M., LTC, C.W.S., Chemical Officer

Military Memorandum, from LTC John M. Morris, Chemical Officer,
Headquarters, Ninth Corps Area, to the Chief, Chemical Warfare Service,
Washington, DC, dated 3 April 1941, Subject: Shipment of Chemical Warfare
Training Equipment to Eleventh Cavalry. RG 175, Entry: Central

Correspondence Files, 1939-1942, Box 215, Folder: CWS. National Archives,
College Park, MD.
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PRESIDIO 0F SAN FRANCISS. CALIF. ff .j‘x
400.22 {owy - L Appad 3, 19415 o
Subject: Shipment of Chemieal Warfare Training -
o H=Eqaipment@tb=Elavgntn*cavalry;- R
To: H" 'Cﬁief, Chemical Warfare Serviae,
Washington, D. €, - - - .
- 1. ‘Rsference is made: Go letter, your office,
dated Mareh 5, 1941, file CWS 400.22/65, subject: .
. "Shipment of Chemical Warfars Training Equipment™,
and englosure therewith dated Februgry 25, 1941,
" subjeab: “Adaitional;Shipmantslofgﬂhemisal Warfare
Training Equipment (First Priority} Ninth Corps
Area", o L .
2, This office has been informed that effsoctive
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Seelay for Chemical Warfare supplles. - Goples of -
shipping tickefs recsived in this offige show that
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siipped te the Eleventh Cavalry except one kit, repair,
‘training gas mask, regimentsl, - o
| 8. It is acoardingly réqudsted that future
shipments bermade_as followss e o
| T0: Post Quartermastar,
‘ Camp Sesley,
. . .  Seeley, Calif, :
" ‘FOR: Post Chemiosl Werfare Property Offiaer,
- . Camp Seeley, Calif, . : '
FOR: Zleventh Cavalry. o
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APPENDIX E-11

Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), San
Diego, CA

SAIC Record of Telephone Conversation between Mr. Steve Cameron,

SAIC, and Mr. Tom Rolf, Former Range Manager, Naval Air Facility EI Centro,
dated 22 July 1977, SAIC Subject File: Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range.
Included with INPR on the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range, Los Angeles
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. SAIC Office Files, 10260 Campus Point
Drive, MS 13, San Diego, CA 92121. San Diego, CA.
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APPENDIX E-12

Sykes, Horace, COL, A.G.D., Adjutant General

Military Memorandum, from COL Horace Sykes, A.G.D., Adjutant
General, to the Quartermaster General, Washington, DC, dated 5 November
1940, Subject: Lease of Camp Site for 11" Cavalry. RG 77, Entry: CA Military Audit
Files, 1849 — 1994, Box 120, Folder: CAMA. National Archives-- Pacific Region,
Laguna Niguel, CA.
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/"_,:,--" _} - S
601,53 Q~2E,
ELl Centro . ‘
. | November 5, 1940, ﬂ
| /|
SUBJECT : i Lease of camp site for 1lth Cavalry. | &
T0: The ‘uartermaster General, Washington, D. €.

-
L e g

i

1. Tith reference to radionrar from The idjutant Caneral,

dated :October %, 1940 relative to the movement of the 1llth Cayalry from
the Presidio of lfonterey.to the vieinity of El Centro, Tz fornia, there
1s transmitted herewith for approval lease No. ¥ 59 gm~715 dated Nov-
ember 1, 1940 made with ¢ tion District, Fl Cent Cal-
ifornia covering the rental of approximetely 470 ccres of land in Izper~
a1l Tounty, California for use as a camp site and maneuver ares for the
11th Cavalry. - =

2, Before distribution is made of the attached lease, 1t is
remuested that the applicable merocurement authority he inserted there-
on, this head-uarters advised of same s btorether with an allotment or
funds sufficient o cover the rental fur thelbalanc‘e of this Fiscal |

v.gs;;q-;:ﬁ‘@&'e—:gj»{.?_-"}x‘_dg L el s e !md

3. Radic advice of approval is requested.

\F o

For the Commanding Geﬁeralz

. FORACE ¥ STKES.
Inel : Cuionel. &.G.D.,

1 1a * Adiutant Ganaral. .
) - CALED SN U5 szo
| ‘ - o A
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APPENDIX E-13

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, L.os Angeles District

Site Survey Summary Sheet for DERP-FUDS Site No. JO9CA029100,
Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range, CA, dated 5 April 1998, by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District, with DERP-FUDS Findings and Determination
of Eligibility Memorandum, Signed by COL (P) Peter T. Madsen, U.S. Army,
Commanding. Project Management Files, Los Angeles District, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Los Angeles, CA

Appendix E - Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous Items



SITE SURVEY SWUIMMARY BHEET
FOR
DERP-FUDS SITE NO. JOSCA0Z9100
CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RANGE
5 April 1998

SITE NAME: CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RANGE; associated sites

inelude the El Centro National Guard Rifle Range and the Recovery
. Parachute Test Range, now known as West Mesa.

LOCATION: The Camp. Seeley Combat Firing Range site is located in

Imperial County, California, approximately 10 miles northwest of
the City of El Cantro.

SITE HISTORY: The Army acquired 8,960.2 acxes fer Camp Seeley
Combat Firing Range from the Department cf Interior (DOI) on 21
August 1941. The site was used as a firing xange and maneuver area
by various branches of the Army stationed at nearby Camp Seeley
{:J05CA022000) . including the 1llth U.§, Cavalry, and the 75th Field
Artillery. The Desert Test Command was alsoc stationed at Camp
Seeley and may have used the site for testing of various combat
vehicles ‘and automotive equipment in scft sand terrain and undex
high temperature conditions (tests did not invelve erdnance or
explosive materials). The 75th Field Artillery reportedly
constructed a firing range consisting of firing lines, target
frames, and a concrete target pit abutment. The 200-foot leng by
ten~inch thick pit abutment (target pit) was located near the south
side of the site, and firing lines were located off-site to the
south. The firing range was also apparently used by the Marines
stationed at the nearby Marine Corps Air Station El Centro
(currently the Naval Air Facility (NAF) El Centxo). The Camp
Seeley Combar Firing Range site was retransferred to DOI as
follows: 2,560.0 acres revocked by Public land Order 287 dated 8

- July 1945, and 6,400.2 acres revoked by Public Land Order 388 dated

1 August 1347. The site has beeén occupied subsequently by the
‘National Guard and Navy.

The Navy vaUire& 2,560 acres of the Camp Seesley Combat Firing
Range site, as part of a larger acquisition, by withdrawal from the

BLM on 12 May 1953. This property was subsequently returned to BLM
- on 17 July 1963. .

The Army acquired a total of 1,520 acres foxr the El Centro National
Guard Rifle Range site f£rom the DOI, Bureau of Reclamation (BOR} by
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), dated 26 August 1958, amended 14
April 1860. The National Guard site overlapped 1,350 acres of the
Canmp Seeley Combat Firing Range site, with 160 acres adjacent to
its south side, encompassing the above-mentioned firing range
lines, Activities involved training with non-firing tracked

vehicles, and with small arms on the firing range. The MOU expired
on 25 August 1973.

In 1966 the Mavy established the Recovery Parachute Test Range
(RPTR) for NAF El Centro which occupied 8,320 acres of the Camp

. Seeley Combat Firing Range site. Navy acquisitions overlapping the
site were as follows: 4,640 acres from BOR by MOU dated 20 June

TR I T
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JOSCAQ28100

1966, with amendment dated 30 October 1968; 1,120 acres by Joint
Use Agreement with the Army on 28 August 1967, for partial use of
the El Centrc National Guard Rifle Range; and 2,560 acres from
private parties by lease on 1 October 1967. BActivities included
parachute testing and training, and starting in 1979, inert air to
ground kombing. The RPTR is now known as West Mesa. On 27
Seprtember 1388, boundaries of the RPTR (West Mesa) were revised,
returning to BLM 1,840 acres which overlapped the Camp Seeley
Combat Firing Range site. The disposed property of West Mesa
should have been considered under the Installation Resteration _
Program because it was disposed of after 17 October 1986 (effective
date of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act, PL 89~
499). However, no preliminary assessment or other environmental
review was conducted by the Navy prior to disposal. thus it is
necessary to¢ address this 1,840 acres of West Mesa under the
Defense Environmental Restoration Program. West Mesa presently
occupies 6,480.2 acres of the Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range site.

Net DOD acquisitions under consideration consist of 9,120.2 acres,
including the 8,560.2-acre Camp Séeley Combat Firing Range site and
the adjacent 160 acres of the National Guard Rifle Range site.
Disposed DOD property under consideration consists of 2,640 acres
(property not presently occupied by the Navy). The disposed
- property is owned by BLM and is part of the Superstition Mountain
Dff-Highway Vehicle Area, most of which is used for off-road
recreational activities. Remaining DOD improvements include
various concrete foundations abandened by the Navy, not known to
have been beneficially used, and the firing range which has been
used intermittently from the 1950s to the present by various
civilian, military, and governmental entiries. The Imperial Valley
Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA} currently leases property from
the BLM for use of the firing range. This leased property contains
- the £iring lines and target pit. The 200-foot long target pit is

not currently used, however IVRPA plans to reactivate it in the
future. ' .

SITE VISIT: The site was visited on 11 November 1935 by Steve
Cameron of Science Applications International Corporation, San
Diego, California. The primary site contacts were Mr. Tom Rolf,

Range Manager, NAF El Centre; and Mr. Walt Gabler, Law Enforcement
Of ficer, BLM, El Centro, California.

CATEGORY OF HAZARD: DEW.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Recommend the Huntsville Engineering and

Support Center make a detexmination regarding further investigation
at this site. .

AVAILABLE STUDIES AND REPORTS: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
L.A. District Real. Estate Division maintains real estate

information for Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range and the E1 Centro
National Guard Rifle Range. :

Izggrgig'g BOC: Jeffery B. Armentrout, Los Angeles District, (213)
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DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES
FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY

CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RANGE
EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA
SITE NO. J09CA029100

. FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Army acquired 8,960.2 acres for the Camp Seeley Combat
Firing Range (CSCFR) by transfer from the Department of Interier
(DOI) undexr Executive Order No. 8865, dated 21 August 1941.

Between 1945 and 1947 the 8,960.2~acre site was retransferred to
DOI. Portions of the sit.".e were subsequently reacqguired by the Arngy-
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side) for the El Centro National Guard Rifle Range (NGRR) frem Dor,
Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) , by Memorandum of Understanding (Mou)
dated 26 August 1958, amended 14 April 1960. Between 1953 and 1947
the Navy acquired a-total of 8,320 acres net, overlapping the CSCOFR
site, as part of other larger ‘acquisitions as follows: 2,560 acres
by withdrawal from the Bureau of Land Management (BIM} on 12 May
1353, subsequently returned to BLM on 17 July 1963; 4,640 acres as
part of the Recovery Parachute Test Range (RPTR) by Memorandum of
Understanding {MOU) with the BOR dated 20 June 1966, with amendment
dated 30 October 1968; 1,120 acres by Joint Use Agreement with the
Army dated 28 August 1967 for use of part of the NGRR; and 2,560

2. The site was used as a firing range. maneuver area, and ‘

-~ posgibly a combat vehicle Cest area by varisus branches of the Armny
stationed at nearby Camp Seeley (J09CA029000). -The Army
constructed a firing range consisting &f firing lines, target
fxames, and a concrete target pit abutment. Firing lines were
" located off the CSCFR site to the south; in the adjacent 160 acres
‘0f the NGRR site. fThe National Guard used the site for training
with non-firing tracked vehicles, and for small arms target
practice., The U.S. Marines stationed at the nearby Marine Corps
‘Alr Station El Centro (currently the Naval Air Facility (NAF) El

3. DOD disposed of 2,640 acres net, including 400 acres of the
8,960.2-acre CSCFR not subsequently reacquired; 400 acres net,
returned to DOI from the Army upon expiration of the¢ NGRR MOU (for

-
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17 October 1986 (effective date of the Superfund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act, PL $9-459). However, no prelimina

asgessment or other envirommental review was conducted by the Navy
priocr to disposal, thus it is necesgsary to address this 1,840 acres
of West Mesa under the Defense Environmental Restoration Program.
VWest Mesa presently occupies 6,480.2 acres of the CSCFR site.
Various concrete foundations on the subject site associated with , .
former Navy activities have not been bemeficially used. The Army-
developed firing range sStill exists, and the target pit abutment
remains in place. The disposed property is owned by BLM and is
part of the Superstition Mountain Off-Highway Vehicle Area which is
used for off-road recreational activities. The Imperial Valley
Rifle and Pistol Association (IVRPA) leases part of the site from
BLM for use of the firing range. The IVRPA property includes the

target pit abutment which is not currently used, but which IVRPA
plans to reactivate in the future. _ ‘

DETERKINATION

Baged on the foregoing Findings of Fact, 2,640 acres of thipg site
have been determined to be formerly used by the Department of
Defense. It is therefore eligible for the Defense Envirommental

- Regtoration Program - Formerly Used Defense Sites, egtablished
. undex 10 USC 2701 et seg.

DATE . _ PETER T. MADSEN

Colonel (P), U.S. Army
Commanding
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APPENDIX E-14

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District

Site Survey Summary Sheet for DERP-FUDS Site No. JO9CA029000, Camp
Seeley, CA, dated 18 May 1997, by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District,
with DERP-FUDS Findings and Determination of Eligibility Memorandum, Signed by
COL (P) Peter T. Madsen, U.S. Army, Commanding. Project Management Files, Los
Angeles District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Los Angeles, CA

Appendix E - Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous Items



SITE SURVEY SUMMARY SHEET
FOR
DPERP-FUDS SITE WO. JOSCAG25000
CAMP SEELEY
18 May 1997

SITE NAME: CAMP SEELEY'; also referreé to as Ordnance Desert Proving
Ground.

LOCATION: The Camp Seeley site is located in Imperial County,
California, one mile north of the Town of Seeley and approximately 8
miles northwest of the City of El Centro.

SITE HISTORY: The Army acquired Camp Seeley in November 1940. It
was used as a campsite by the lith U.S. Cavalry from November 184Q
to December 1941. A Battalion of the 75th Field Artillery occupied
the site from late 1941 or early 1942 until May 1942. In March
1942, the Quartermaster Test Command established the Desert Test
Cormand Headguarters at Camp Seeley. Their mission was to test
tyansport vehicles, ordnance combat tanks, and other combat vehicles
and automotive equipment in soft sand terrain and under high
temperature conditions. Testing alsc included tires, fuels,
lubricants. cooling systems, and other components. Test activities
were conducted both at the camp and at sites away from the camp.

. Tests did not involve ordnance or explosive materials. 1In August

1942 responsibilities of the Quartermaster Test Command were

‘transferred to the Ordnance Department, and the Desert Test Command
“activity became the Ordnance Desert Test Command. In 1943 the
Ordnance Desert Test Command activity was renamed the Ordnanc

Desert Proving Ground. .

Camp Seeley was a semi-permanent camp which contained tents with
wood floors, temporary wood buildings, pit latrines, a motox pool
shed, several sheds for horses and transport eguipmenc, and a
headguarters building. Buildings were heated with coal and wood
stoves. Water was delivered from the nearby Elder canal by the
Imperial Irrigation District. A water supply system constructed by

~the Army consisted of a concrete settling basin, pumps, and pressure

tanks for distribution. Wastewater was disposed of by way of an
open drainage ditch to the nearby New River. The 1ith Cavalry

. constructed a lake on the .camp to swim their horses. The lake may

have also been used as a fording basin for the testing of automotive
equipment. : :

At the time of disposal, 65 temporary buildings on the site were
transferred or donated to other agencies. Currently a home and farm
compound are located on the property, the majority of which is under
cultivation. Remaining improvements include the lake, and a
concrete founddtion reportedly installed by the Army which currently
supports a farm maintenance shop. Other improvements cf possible
DOD origin include an underground water storage tank and two

concrete tank cradles. The concrete foundation and water storage
tank are in beneficial use.
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Three other sites associated with Camp Seeley include Camp Seeley
Combat Firing Range (JO03CA028100), Camp Seeley Ordnance Desert
Proving Ground (JO%CA029200), and Camp Seeley Ordnance Training

Center (JOOCA(028300). Each site was located betwesen four and eight
miles from Camp Seeleyv.. .

SITE VISIT: The site was visited on 21 and 22 November 1995, and
on 11 January 199é by Steve Cameron of Science Applications
International Corporation, San Diego, Califernia. The primary site

contact was Mr. Charlie Dessert, Charles C. Dessert Farms, El
Centro, California. . .

CATEGORY OF HAZARD:  None.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: No potential Projects at this site.

AVAILABLE STUDIES AND REPORTS: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
L.A. District Real Estate Division maintains a real estate file for
Camp Seeley. Historical information pertaining to the 11th U.S.
Cavalry at Camp Seeley is contained in "11th U.S. Cavalry,
California-Mexican Border,* 1341. An historical aecount of
activities conducted Ly the Desert Test Command while at Camp Seeley
is provided in *The Ordnance Desert Proving Ground, Its History and
What It Does," Lt. Col. J.E. Engler, 7 January 1944,

Jeffery B. Armentrout, Los Angeles District, (213}
452-3720,

1




CF Pttt Rl W e TS ) Vit 0 I L AN T Thete

(R ICR I | e EO R LIS

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES
PINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY

CAMP SEELEY
EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA
SITE NO. J0SCAQ29000

PINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Army acguired 434.42 acres for Camp Seeley from the Imperial
Izrigation District by Lease No., WS5-QM-715, dated 1 November 1940.

2. The Army used Camp Seeley initially as a campsite for the 1ilth
U.8. Cavalry, and the 75th Field Artillery. It was later occupied
by the Desert Test Command which was charged with the testing of
cransport and combat vehicles, including tires, fuels, lubxicants,
cooling systems, and other automotive equipment in soft sand terrain
and under high temperature conditions. Tesgtg were conducted both at
the caxp and at sites away from the camp. Testing did not include
ordnance or explogive materials. <Camp Seeley was a semi-permanent
camp which consisted mostly of tents with wood floors, in addition
to temporary weoden buildings which numbered 65 at the time of
digposal. A water supply System consisted of a concrete settling
basin, pumps, and two pressure tanks for distribution. A lake was
constructed on the site to swim the Cavalry's horses and may have
also been uged as a fording basin te test automotive equipment.

3. Camp Seeley was classified as surplus in February 1944, and
Lease No. W59-QM-715 (434.42 acres) was terminated on 28 March 1945.
Currently, the Imperial Xrrigation District owns about 54 acres of
the site, and three private entities own the remainder. A home and
farm maintenance compound located on the southeast corner of the
site are on a 3.0-acre parcel owned by Charles and bDavid Dessert.

 Bxcept. for the farm maintenance compound, the majority of ‘the gite

is under cultivation.” Remaining DOD improvements include the lake,
and a concrete foundation repcortedly installed by the Army which
currently supports a farm maintenance shop. Other improvements of
possible DOD origin include an underground water storage tank and
two concrete tank cradles. The concrete foundation and water
storage tank are both in beneficial use. Other improvements,

consisting of 65 buildings, were transferred or donated tc other
agencies.

DETERMINATION

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact, this site has been
determined to be'formerly used by the Department of Defense. It is
therefore eligible for the Defense Environmental Restoration Program

- Formerly Used Defense Sites, established under 10 USC 2701 et seq.

DATE PETER T. MADSEN
Colonel (P), U.S. Army
Commanding
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APPENDIX E-15

Weller, S.G., Major, Armor, CAL NG, Administrative Officer,
HQ, 111™ Armored Cav

I’" Endorsement, Signed by Major S.G. Weller, Armor California National
Guard, Administrative Officer, Headquarters, 111 " Armored Cavalry, Pasadena,
CA, to Military Memorandum, from WOJG F.F. Fulmer, California National Guard,
Acting Adjutant, Headquarters, I* Battalion, 111" Armored Cavalry Regiment (Light),
El Centro, CA, dated 21 September 1953, Subject: Designation of Responsible Unit for
El Centro Rifle Range. Pacific Regional Archives, Laguna Niguel, CA.

Appendix & - Letters/Memoranda/Miscellaneous {tems



CALIFORNIA NiTIOMAL GUARD
HEADGUARTERS FIRST BATTALICN
11]TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT (LIGHT)
310 South Fourth Street

- El Centre, California

21 September 1953

SUBJECT: Designation of Responsidlc Unit for El Centro Rifle Range

TOs Conmanding Officer
111th Armd Cav Regt (L)
145 ¥ Reymord Ave :
Pasadena, California

Under the provisions of par 5h, CTAG Memo No. 11, 1952

it is requested that Hq & Hq Go 1st Bn 111th Armd Cav Regt (L) be

designated as responsible for supply of range materiel and targets
for the El Centro Rifle Range, '

FOR THE COMMANDING CFFICER:

/s/t/ F. F. FULMER
, WOJG, CAL ¥G
] Acting Adjutant

CAL]11S1 1st Ind

Headquarters, 111th Armored Cevalry, Pasadena, C&Jifornia, 28 September 1953

T0: The Adjutant General, P. 0. Box 1139, Sacramento, California

Recommend Approval.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

/s/t/ 8. G. WEILER
Mejor, Armor, CAL NG
Adninistrative Officer
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APPENDIX E-16

Wells, G. M. Brigadier General

Military Memorandum, from the Acting Executive Officer in the Office of the
Chief of Ordnance to The Adjutant General, dated 26 February 1944, Subject:
Inactivation of Ordnance Desert Proving Ground. RG 407, Entry 363A, Box 4353,
Folder: Camp Seeley. National Archives, College Park, MD.
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APPENDIX F

REAL ESTATE DOCUMENTS
(NOT USED)

Appendix F - Real Estate Documents
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APPENDIX G
NEWSPAPER/JOURNALS

(NOT USED)

Appendix G - Newspaper/Journals
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INTERVIEWS
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Interviews

Mr. Steven Bogdan

Research & Procurement, Pioneer Museum
420 East 6™ St.

Holtville, CA 92250

(760) 356-4746

Ms. Carol Brooks
Arizona Historical Society
240 Madison

Yuma, AZ 85364

(520) 782-1741

Dr. Jay von Werlhof
Archeological Research Center
11 West Frontage Road
Ocotillo, CA 92259

(760) 358-7368

Alfredo G. Rivera

Naval Air Facility El Centro
Public Works Department

1605 3" St. Bldg. 504, Code FR83
El Centro, CA 92243

(760) 339-2226

Historian

Historian

Archeologist

Appendix H — Interviews

Page H-1
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PRESENT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

Appendix I - Present Site Photographs
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APPENDIX I - PRESENT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

Page I-1
Photo No. 1 Signs Posted Along Range Boundary

Photo No. 2 50 Yard Small Bore Rifle Range
Page 1-2

Photo No. 3 200 Yard Rifle L.ong Range Pistol

Photo No. 4 200 Yard Silhouette Range
Page 1-3

Photo No. 5 IVRPA Ammunition Storage

Photo No. 6 Shot Gun Range
Page 1-4

Photo No.7 Looking South From Target Berm of 800 Yard Range

Photo No.8 Front of 800 Yard Target Berm
Page I-5

Photo No. 9 Targetry at 800 Yard Range

Photo No. 10 Imperial Valley Bomb Disposal Area
Page 1-6

Photo No. 11 An MK-23

Appendix [ - Present Site Photographs
Page I-1
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- Photo No. 1
Signs Posted Along Range Boundary

Photo No. 2
50 Yard Small Bore Rifle Range

Appendix I - Present Site Photographs
Page I-2
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Photo No. 3
200 Yard Rifle Long Range Pistol

Photo No. 4
200 Yard Silhouette Range

Appendix [ - Present Site Photographs
Page I-3
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Photo No. 5
IVRPA Ammunition Storage

Photo No. 6
Shot Gun Range

Appendix [ - Present Site Photographs
Page I-4
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Photo No. 7
Looking South From Target Berm of 800 Yard Range

Photo No. 8
Front of 800 Yard Target Berm

Appendix I - Present Site Photographs
Page I-5
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APPENDIX J
HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS

(NOT USED)

Appendix J - Historical Photographs
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APPENDIX K
HISTORICAL MAPS/DRAWINGS

(NOT USED)

Appendix K — Historical Maps/Drawings
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APPENDIX L

SITE SAFETY AND HEALTH PLAN

Appendix L - Site Safety and Health Plan
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SITE SAFETY AND HEALTH PLAN (SSHP)
for
Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
Imperial County, CA

The purpose of this site visit is to reconnoiter, document, and photograph areas
on Southern Shores Target suspected to be contaminated with unexploded
ordnance and/or toxic chemical munitions.

PREPARED BY: Gregg Kocher

OFFICE USACE, CEMVS-ED-P
ADDRESS 1222 Spruce St. St. Louis, Mo
PHONE (314) 331-8790

DATE PREPARED 19 FEB 02

REVIEWED/APPROVED BY: _ (s602¢c  )c0n2

[V

J

NOTE This SSHP is to be used only for non-intrusive site visits and must be
approved by safety prior to the start of the field visit. All team members must
read, and comply with the SSHP, and attend the safety briefings. The Site
Safety and Health Officer (SSHO) shall ensure the Safety Briefing Checklist and
the SSHP acceptance form (Appendix C) is filled out prior to the start of the site
visit.

Appendix L--Site Safety and Health Plan/ Site IrLspection Report
' SSHP- 1
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A. SITE DESCRIPTION AND PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS .
1. Site Description
a. Size Approximately 8,960 Acres

b. Present Usage (check all that apply)

[ ] Military [X]Recreational [ ] Other (specify)
[ JResidential [ |Commercial

[ ] Natural Area [ Industrial

[ ] Agricultural [ ] Landfill o

[ ] Secured [ | Active [ | Unknown [X] Uns%cured [X] Inactive

2. Past Uses In 1941 the Army acquired 8,960 acres for the Camp Seeley
Combat Firing Range. The site was used as a rifle range, maneuver area
and possibly a combat vehicle test area. The Army builf a firing range
consisting of lanes, target frames and a concrete pit abutment.
Reportedly, the Marines out of El Centro fired on the range as well. The
Navy used a large portion of the site during the mid-1960’s for parachute
testing and training. Most of the property reverted to BLM by 1988. A
local rifle club uses portions of the old firing range.

3. Surrounding Population (check all that apply)

[X] Rural [ ] Residential | | Urban
[X] Commercial [ ] Industrial [ ] Other (specify)

4. Ordnance/Explosives (OE) Potential In addition to the rifle range, and
maneuver areas, the site may have had an artillery impact area.

B. DESCRIPTION OF ON-SITE ACTIVITIES (check all that apply)

[X] Walk-through [X]  Drive-through [ ] Other (specify)
[X] On-Path [X] On-road
[X] Off-Path [ ] Off-road

C. SITE PERSONNEL AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Appendix L-Site Safety and Health Plan/ Site Inspection Report
SSHP-2
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1. Responsibilities

a. Project Manager The Corps of Engineers Project Manager (PM} is
overall responsible for the site visit. He will assign a Team Leader, (most
situations will be the PM). The PM will ensure that the SSHP is
completed. Coordinates and executes the site visit.

b. Site Safety and Health Officer Individual designated to conduct
safety, enforce the SSHP, conduct safety briefings, and ensure that the
team leader can safely fulfill his objectives. The SSHO will maintain the
safety gear, and monitor on-site operations. The SSHO is responsible for
identifying, marking, and reporting any unexploded ordnance and
explosives.

2. Team Members

NAME POSITION ADDRESS PHONE
Dennis Gilmore Project Manager USACE, St. Louis (314) 331-8108
Gregg Kocher UXO Safety USACE, St. Louis (314) 331-8790
Fred Miller Historian USACE, St. Louis (314) 331-8792
Nancy Gerth Historian . USACE, St. Louis (314) 331-8842

D. OVERALL HAZARD EVALUATION (check one)
[ JHigh [ ] Moderate [X] Low [ ] Unknown

This assessment was developed using the Site Investigation Hazard Analysis
and Risk Assessment Code Matrix.

E. GENERAL PRECAUTIONS Prior to the on-site visit, all team members are
required to read this SSHP and sign the form acknowledging that they have
read and will comply with it. In addition, the SSHO shall hold a brief tailgate
meeting in which site specific topics regarding the day’s activities will be
discussed. If unanticipated hazardous conditions arise, team members are to
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F. STANDARD OPERATION SAFETY PROCEDURES, ENGINEERING
CONTROLS AND WORK PRACTICES

1. Site Rules/Prohibitions At any sign of unanticipated hazardous
conditions, stop tasks, leave the immediate area and notify the SSHO.
Smoking, eating and drinking allowed in designated areas only.

2, Material Handling Procedures Do not handle.
3. Drum Handling Procedures Do not handle.

4. Confined Space Entry An area identified as a Permit Required Confined
space will not be entered. All confined spaces shall be considered permit
required confined spaces until the pre-entry procedures demonstrate
otherwise. Confined spaces may be entered without a written permit or
attendant provided the space is determined not to be a permit required
confined space as specified in 29 CFR 1910.146.

5. Electrical Protection Overhead power lines, downed electrical wires
and buried cables pose a danger of shock and electrocution. In addition,
buildings may contain exposed wiring that may hold a potential load.
Workers should avoid contact with any and all exposed wire and cables
6. Spill Containment N/A

7. Excavation Safety Do not enter trenches/excavations.

8. IMNlumination Site visits will be conducted during daylight hours only.
9. Sanitation Use existing sanitary facilities.

10. Buddy System Individuals will maintain constant contact with
other personnel at all times. No one will work alone at any time during the
site visit.

11. Engineering Controls N/A .

12. Insects Wearing light colored clothing and tucking in the pant legs can
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reduce contact. In severely infested area it may be necessary to tape all
openings. Apply repellents to both clothing and bare skin. Diethyltoluamide
(DEET) is an active ingredient in many repellents, which are effective against
ticks and other insects. Repellents containing DEET can be applied on
exposed areas of skin and clothing. However, repellents containing
permethrin should be used on only clothing. For more information on insect
bites, refer to APPENDIX B of this SSHP.

13. Poisonous Vegetation Recognition and avoidance is the best protection.
Cover all exposed skin. If it is known or suspected that an individual has
been exposed, wash the effected area with soapy water.

14.Inclement Weather When there are warnings or indications of
impending severe weather (heavy rains, strong winds, lightning, tornadoes,
etc.), weather conditions shall be monitored and appropriate precautions
taken to protect personnel and property from the effects of the severe
weather.

15. Hot Weather In hot environments, cool drinking water shall be made
available and workers shall be encouraged to frequently drink small
amounts, e.g., one cup every 15 - 20 minutes; the water shall be kept
reasonably cool. In those situations where heat stress may impact worker
safety and health, work regimens shall be established. For more information
on Heat Stress refer to APPENDIX A of this SSHP.

16. Cold Weather Cold injury (frost bite and hypothermia) and impaired
ability to work are dangers at low temperatures and when the wind-chill
factor is low. To guard against them; wear appropriate clothing; have warm
shelter readily available; carefully schedule work and rest periods, and
monitor workers' physical conditions.

17. Off-Road Driving Ensure all emergency equipment is available with the
vehicle, i.e., tire changing equipment. Drivers shall familiarize themselves

. with the procedures for engaging four-wheel drive systems before the need
for added traction arises. Vehicles will not be driven into an environment
that is unknown, such as deep water, or an unstable surface. Vehicles will
not be driven into a suspected ordnance impact area.

18. Ordnance
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a. General Information

(1) The cardinal principle to be observed involving explosives,
ammunition, severe fire hazards or toxic materials is to limit the
exposure to a minimum number of personnel, for the minimum
amount of time, to a minimum amount of hazardous material
consistent with a safe and efficient operation.

(2) The age or condition of an ordnance item does not decrease the
effectiveness. Ordnance that has been exposed to the elements for
extended periods of time become more sensitive to shock, movement,
and friction, because the stability agent in the explosives may be
degraded.

(3) When chemical agents may be present, further precautions are
necessary. If the munitions item has green markings leave the area
immediately, since it may contain a chemical filler.

(4) Consider ordnance that has been exposed to fire as extremely
hazardous. Chemical and physical changes may have occurred to the
contents, which render it more sensitive than it was in its original
state.

b. On-Site Instructions

{1) DO NOT TOUCH or MOVE any ordnance items regardless of
the markings or apparent condition.

{2) DO NOT conduct a site visit during an electrical storm or an
approaching electrical storm. If a storm approaches during the
site visit leave the site immediately and seek shelter.

(3) DO NOT use a radio or cellular phone in the vicinity of a
suspect ordnance item.

(4) DO NOT walk across an area where the ground cannot be .
seen.

Appendix L-Site Safety and Health Plan/ Site Inspection Report
SSHP -6



Camp Seeley Combat Firing Range
Imperial County, CA
Archives Search Report—-Findings

(5) DO NOT drive a vehicle into a suspected OE area; use clearly
marked lanes.

(6) DO NOT carry matches, cigarettes, lighters or other flame
producing devices into an OE site.

(7) DO NOT rely on color code for positive identification of
ordnance items or their contents.

(8) Approach ordnance items from the side; avoid approaching
from the front or rear.

(9) Always assume ordnance items contain a live charge until it
can be determined otherwise.

(10) Dead vegetation and animals may indicate potential
chemical contamination. If a suspect area is encountered,
personnel should leave the immediate area and evaluate the
situation before continuing the site visit.

. Specific Action Upon Locating Ordnance

(1) DO NOT touch, move or jar any ordnance item, regardless of
its apparent condition.

(2) DO NOT be misled by markings on the ordnance item stating
"practice", "dummy", or "inert". Practice munitions may contain
an explosive charge used for spotting the point of impact. The
item may also be mismarked.

{3) DO NOT roll the item over or scrape the item to read the
markings.

{4) The location of any ordnance items found during site
investigations should be clearly marked so it can be easily
located and avoided.

(5) Reporting will be conducted in accordance with CEMVS-ED-
P, Standard Operating procedure for Reporting Ordnance and
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Unexploded Ordnance (UXO), dated 19 January 1995.

19. Other Higher elevations can present their own unique hazards, such
as acute mountain sickness (AMS) and high altitude pulmonary edema
(HAPE). Should anyone suffer from any of these symptoms, the team
will immediately descend to lower elevations and seek medical help.

G. SITE CONTROL AND COMMUNICATIONS
1. Site Map Maintained on site by the PM or Safety Officer.
2. Site Work Zones N/A

3. Buddy System Individuals will maintain constant contact with other
personnel at all times. No one will work alone at any time during the site
visit.

4. Communications
a. On-Site Verbal communications will be used among team members.

b. Off-Site Communications shall be established on every site.
Communications may be established by using a cellular phone or by
public or private phone; whichever is readily accessible. (specify below)

[X] Cellular phone: (314) 799-3464
[ ] Public/private phone (location
[ ] Other

c. Emergency Signals In the case of small groups, a verbal signal for
emergencies will suffice. An emergency signal for large groups (i.e. air
horn, whistle) should be incorporated at the discretion of the SSHO.
(specify below)

[ | Verbal
[X] Nonverbal (specify) whistle
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H. EMERGENCY RESPONSE Team members are to be alert to the dangers
associated with the site at all times. If an unanticipated hazardous condition
arises, stop work, evacuate the immediate area and notify the SSHO. A First
Aid Kit and emergency eyewash (if applicable) will be located in the SSHO's
field vehicle. If qualified persons (i.e. fire department, medical facility or
physician) are not accessible within five minutes of the site at least two team
members shall be qualified to administer first aid and CPR.

1. Emergency/Important Telephone Numbers

| D3 a1 =030 Loy 2NN 911

El Centro Regional Medical Center................. (760) 339-7100
Imperial County Sheriff ..........c...c.ooiiiinn. (760) 339-6301

3rd Ord Bn (EOD), Fort Lewis, WA................. (253) 967-1927 /3090
710th Ord Co (EOD), Naval Base, San Diego.. (619) 553-7291/7293
Huntsville Safety Office ........ccoovvvveeniiicniininnss (205) 895-1582/1579
Huntsville Safety {after hours) ................coeeie (205) 895-1180
On-site cellular phone.......... eeeeeen et (314) 799-3464

St. Louis Corps of Engineers...........cocvvveunennen (314) 331-8036

2. Hospital/Medical Facility Information

Address: El Centro Regional Medical Center, 1415 Ross Ave., El Centro, CA,
(760) 339-7100
Distance: approximately 8 miles [see map]

I. MONITORING EQUIPMENT AND PROCEDURES
1. Exposure Monitoring For non-intrusive on-site activities such as site
visits, air monitoring is typically not required. However, if the site situation
dictates the need for monitoring, complete the following information on a
separate page and attach the page to the SSHP,
a. Monitoring Equipment To Be Utilized N/A

b. Equipment Calibration Results N/A
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c. Action Levels N/A
2. Heat/ Cold Stress Monitoring

a. Heat Stress monitoring criteria published in Chapter 8 of the
NIOSH/OSHA/USCG/EPA "Occupational Safety and Health Guidance
Manual for Hazardous Waste Site Activities" shall be followed.

b. Cold Stress monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with the
most current published American Conference of Governmental Industrial
Hygienists (ACGIH) cold stress standard.

J. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT Typically, for non-intrusive site
visits, Level D is required. If a higher level of protection is to be used initially
or as contingency, a brief discussion will be attached. At a minimum,
personnel shall wear clothing suitable for the weather and work condition. The
minimum for fieldwork shall be short-sleeved shirt, long trousers, and leather
or other protective work shoes or boots. If a higher level of protection is to be
used initially or as contingency, a brief discussion will be attached.

1. Footwear Footwear providing protection against puncture shall meet the
applicable requirements as stated in EM 385-1-1, paragraph 05.A.07. All
activities which personnel are potentially exposed to foot hazards will be
identified and documented in a hazard analysis.

2. Hand Protection Persons involved in activities which subject the hands
to injury (e.g., cuts, abrasions, punctures, burns) shall use leather gloves.

3. Head Protection Hardhats shall be worn when personnel are subject to
potential head injury. The identification and analysis of head hazards will
be documented in a hazard analysis.

4. Eye Protection Personnel will wear eye protection when activities
present potential injuries to the eyes. All eye protection equipment shall
meet the requirements as stated in EM 385-1-1, paragraph 05.B.

K. DECONTAMINATION PROCEDURES Decontamination procedures are not
anticipated for this site investigation. Team members are cautioned not to
walk, kneel or sit on any surface with potential leaks, spills or contamination.
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anticipated for this site investigation. Team members are cautioned not to
walk, kneel or sit on any surface with potential leaks, spills or contamination.

L. TRAINING All site personnel shall have completed the training required by
EM 385-1-1 and 29 CFR 1910.120 (e). The U.S. Army Corps of Engineer
(USACE} Project Manager shall ensure, and the SSHO shall verify, that all on-
site personnel have completed appropriate training. Additionally, the SSHO
shall inform personnel before entering, of any potential site-specific hazards
and procedures.

M. MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM The USACE Project Manager shall
ensure, and the SSHO shall verify, that all on-site personnel are on the Medical
Surveillance Program meeting the requirements of 29 CFR 1910.120, and ANSI
Z-88.2, as appropriate, depending on the PPE and site specific tasks.

NAME PHYSICAL HAZWOPER PROVIDER
Dennis Gilmore FEB 01 NOV 01 USACE
Gregg Kocher OCT 01 NOV 01 USACE
Fred Miller AUG 01 FEB 02 SSS, Inc.
Nancy Gerth AUG 01 NOV 01 USACE

N. LOGS, REPORTS AND RECORD KEEPING Site logs are maintained by the
Project Manager and SSHO. This is to include historical data, personnel
authorized to visit the site, all records, standard operating procedures, air
monitoring logs and the SSHP.

GENERAL The number of personnel visiting the site shall be a limited to a
minimum of two, maximum of eight. The more personnel on-site, greater the
potential for an accident. The SSHO may modify this SSHP if site conditions
warrant it and without risking the safety and health of the team members.
This modification will be coordinated with the team members. The SSHO shall
notify Corps of Engineers Safety Office in Huntsville, AL. of the change as the
situation allows.
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APPENDIX A
HEAT- RELATED INJURIES

Once the signals of a heat-related illness begin to appear, the victim's condition
can quickly get worse. A heat related illness can result in death. If you see
any of the signals of sudden illness, and the victim has been exposed to
extremes of heat, suspect a heat-related illness.

People at risk for heat-related illness include those who work or exercise
outdoors, elderly people, young children, and people with health problems.
Also at risk are those who have had a heat-related illness in the past, those
with medical conditions that cause poor blood circulation, and those who take
medications to get rid of water from the body (diuretics].

People usually try to get out of extreme heat before they begin to feel ill.
However, some people do not or cannot. Those that work outdoors often keep
working even after they begin to feel ill. Many times, they might not even
recognize that they are in danger of becoming ill.

Heat-cramps, heat-exhaustion, and heat-stroke, are conditions caused by
overexposure to heat. You can help prevent heat-stress emergencies by
recognizing and properly treating symptoms. Below is a quick reference guide
to heat-related emergencies:

HEAT CRAMPS Heat cramps are the least severe, and often are the first
signals that the body is having trouble with the heat. Symptoms include:
Muscle twitching; painful spasms in the legs, arms or abdomen.

WHAT TO DO:

3 Have the individual rest in a cool place.

3 Give cool water or a commercially available sports drink.
3 lightly stretch the muscle and gently massage the area.

HEAT EXHAUSTION Heat exhaustion is a more severe condition than heat
cramps. Symptoms: cool, moist, pale, or flushed skin, headache, nausea,
dizziness, weakness, and exhaustion.
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HEAT STROKE Heat stroke is the least common but most severe heat
emergency. It most often occurs when people ignore the signals of heat
exhaustion. Heat stroke develops when the body systems are overwhelmed by
heat and begin to stop functioning, Heat stroke is a serious medical
emergency. Symptoms include: red, hot, dry skin; changes in consciousness;
rapid, weak pulse; and rapid, shallow breathing.

WHAT TO DO: When you recognize a heat-related illness in its early stages,
you can usually reverse it.

3 Get the victim out of the heat.

7 Loosen any tight clothing and apply cool, wet cloths, such as towels or
sheets.

3 If the victim is conscious, give cool water to drink. Do not let the conscious
victim drink too quickly. Give about 1 glass (4 ounces) of water every 15
minutes.

3 Let the victim rest in a comfortable position, and watch carefully for changes
in his or her condition. The victim should not resume normal activities the
same day.

3 Refusing water, vomiting, and changes in consciousness mean that the
victim's condition is getting worse. Call for an ambulance immediately if
you have not already done so.

3 If the victim vomits, stop giving fluids and position them on their side.

3 Watch for signals of breathing problems.

3 Keep the victim lying down and continue to cool the body any way you can.
If you have ice packs or cold packs, place them on each of the victim's wrists
and ankles, on the groin, in each armpit, and on the neck to cool the large
blood vessels.
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APPENDIX B
BITES AND STINGS
Scorpions, Bees and Spiders

Bee stings are painful, but rarely fatal. Some people however, have a severe
allergic reaction to an insect sting. This allergic reaction may result in a
breathing emergency. If someone is stung by an insect, remove the stinger.
Scrape it away with from the skin with your fingernail or plastic car, such as a
credit card, or use tweezers. If you use the tweezers, grasp the stinger, not the
venom sac. Wash the site with soap and water. Cover it to keep it clean.
Apply a cold pack to the area to reduce the pain and swelling. Watch the
victim for signals of an allergic reaction.

Scorpions live in dry regions of the southwestern United States and Mexico..
They live under rocks, logs, and the bark of certain trees and are most active at
night. Only a few species of scorpions have a sting that can cause death.

Spiders; there are also only two spiders in the United States whose bite can
make you seriously sick or be fatal. These are the black widow spider and the
brown recluse. The black widow is black with a reddish hourglass shape on
the underside of its body. The brown recluse is light brown with a darker
brown, violin-shaped marking on the top of its body. Both spiders prefer dark,
out of the way places. Often, the victim will not know that he or she has been
bitten until he or she starts to feel iil or notices a bite mark or swelling.

Symptoms: include nausea and vomiting, difficulty breathing or swallowing,
sweating and salivating much more than normal, severe pain in the sting or
bite area, a mark indicating a possible bite or sting, and swelling of the area.

First Aid: if someone has been stung by a scorpion or bitten by a spider he or
she thinks is a black widow or brown recluse, wash the wound, apply a cold
pack to the site, and get medical help immediately.

Reptiles

Venomous snakes exist in all parts of the continental United States. The pit
viper family represents the greatest hazard in the field. This group includes the
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rattlesnakes and moccasins (copperhead and cottonmouth). Consider wearing
snake chaps in areas of known infestation. Walking in grasses and shrubs
that prevent seeing exactly where you are stepping should be avoided. Extreme
caution should be exercised in areas where alligators are present, particularly
during nesting season. Consult a local resident or authority, such as a fish
and wildlife or park ranger, is prudent before entering such areas.

First Aid: Often, a venomous snake will strike without injecting any venom
into the wound. This is known as a dry bite. In any event, whenever bitten by
a snake, especially if positive identification cannot be made, medical help must
be sought immediately. Reassure and keep the victim calm. Keep bitten limb
below the level of the heart. Clean the bite area, ad get the person to a medical
facility. Do not make incisions or attempt to suck out the poison by mouth. If
medical help is many hours away, place a wide constricting band between the
wound and the heart (it should be at least two inches wide and be able to slip a
finger underneath).

Lyme Disease

Lyme Disease is an illness that people get from the bite of an infected tick.
Lyme disease is affecting a growing number of people in the United States.
Everyone should take precautions against it. Not all ticks carry Lyme disease.
Lyme disease is mainly spread by a type of tick that commonly attaches itself
to field mice and deer. It is sometimes called a deer tick. This tick is found
around beaches and in wooded and grassy areas. Like all ticks, it attaches
itself to any warm-blooded animal that brushes by. Deer ticks are very tiny
and difficult to see. They are much smaller than the common dog tick or wood
tick. They can be as small as a poppy seed or the head of a pin. Adult deer
ticks are only as large as a grape seed.

Symptoms: The first signal of infection may appear a few days or a few weeks
after a tick bite. Typically, a rash starts as a small red area at the site of the
bite. It may spread up to 7 inches across. In fair-skinned people the center is
lighter in color and the outer edges are red and raised. This sometimes gives
the rash a bull's-eye appearance. In dark skinned people the area may look
black and blue, like a bruise.

Other symptoms include fever, headache, weakness, and joint and muscle pain
similar to the pain of “flu.” These symptoms might develop slowly and might
not occur at the same time as a rash. In fact you can have Lyme disease
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without developing a rash.

First Aid: If you find a tick, remove it by pulling steadily and firmly. Grasp the
tick with fine-tipped tweezers, as close to the skin as possible, and pull slowly.
If you do not have tweezers, use glove, plastic wrap, or a piece of paper to
protect you finger. If you use your bare fingers, wash your hands immediately.
Do not try to burn a tick or use other home remedies, like coating the tick with
Vaseline or nail polish or picking it with a pin. Once the tick is removed, wash
the area with soap and water. If available, apply antiseptic or antibiotic
ointment. If you cannot remove the tick or parts of the tick stay in your skin,
obtain medical care. If a rash or flu like symptoms develop, seek medical
attention.
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APPENDIX C
SSHP ACCEPTANCE FORM

ABBREVIATED SITE SAFETY AND HEALTH PLAN

I have read and agree to abide by the contents of the Site Safety and Health

Plan.
NAME OFFICE SIGNATURE DATE
Dennis Gilmore CEMVS-ED-P ' Z/H’/L ol
Gregg Kocher CEMVS-ED-P éVZL] 2 4P 0

Nancy Gerth CEMVS-ED-P

Fred Miller CEMVS-ED-P @ //('«IZ@A/ AR
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SITE SURVEY SAFETY BRIEFING ()
(Check subjects discussed)Date 2 A#2 o1

SITE SPECIFIC INFORMATION
Purpose of Visit

Identify Key Site Personnel
Site Description/Past Use
Results of Previous studies
Potential Site Hazards

OE Safety Procedures

Site SOP

Site Control and Communications
Emergency Response

{ ) Location of First aid Kit

( ) Emergency Phone Numbers
{ ) Map to Facility

PPE

Weather Precautions

( ) Cold/Heat

{ ) Severe Weather

Vo RRRRE S

Safety Briefing Attendance

All team members and any accompanying personnel will be briefed and sign this form.

Name (Print) Organization S ture
Dennis Gilmore CEMVS-ED-P

Gregg Kocher CEMVS-ED-P ? Vﬁ’\/ '
Nancy Gerth CEMVS-ED-P /V,_/ )
Fred Miller CEMVS-ED-P ,/wd m‘/

.................................
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Addressee

Commander, U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center
Huntsville, ATTN: CEHNC-ED-SY-O (D. MARDIS)
P.O. Box 1600
Huntsville, Alabama 35807-4301

Commander, U.S. Army Engineer District, Sacramento
ATTN: CESPK-PM-H (Gerald E. Vincent)
1325 J. Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

Project Manager Chemical Demilitarization, Non-Stockpile
ATTN: SFAE-CD-NM
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland 21010-5401

Commander, U.S. Army Soldier, Biological, and Chemical Command
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U.S. Army Technical Center for Explosives Safety
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|

FEATURE FEATURE
NUMBER DESCRIPTION

| l 50yd PISTOL ONLY

2 50yd PISTOL ,

SMALL BORE RIFLE ONLY

200yd RIFLE AND LONG RANGE PISTOL
(NO SHOT GUNS ON THIS RANGE)

|

l

?

|

‘ 200yd SILHOUETTE RANGE (NO SHOT
! GUNS OR CLAY PIGEONS)
|

|

|

E

SHOT GUN RANGE

800yd RANGE

IMPERIAL VALLEY BOMB SQUAD
DISPOSAL AREA

LEGEND
FEATURE LOCATION

ASR REPORT AREA - EL CENTRO NATIONAL
GUARD RIFLE RANGE

0 1000

APPROXIMATE SCALE IN FEET

WHEELER RD

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
ST. LOUIS DISTRICT

" 'HOUSE RD

o [omwmee _ [rumw g
A I




[ &% W R & W O W“ ‘_,.‘ .

TS, O WO I DN A
I ¢

INERE NN AR AR RN

= EEE R R EEEE R RS R R,

KEY TO

FEATURES:

FEATURE

|
;II@}’///;

72
775 éu///

=
—

—:--—1

ElE=EEE
=

L

| B e §

DESCRIPTION

ASR REPORT AREA - EL CENTRO NATIONAL
GUARD RIFLE RANGE

ORIGINAL CAMP SEELEY COMBAT FIRING RANGE
AQUIRED FROM DOI ON 08/21/194l.
DISPOSED OF 1945-1947

EL CENTRO NATIONAL GUARD RANGE
AQUIRED BY ARMY I[N 08/26/1958.
ADDITIONAL PURCHASE IN 04/14/1960.

NAVY AQUIRED IN 04/12/1953.
DISPOSED OF IN O7/17/1963

NAVY AQUIRED IN 06/20/1966

NAVY AQUIRED 08/28/196T.
ADDITIONAL AQUISITION ON [0/01/1967

ACTIVE NAVAL AIR FACILITY RANGE
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