History of the Troop A (First California
Guard), Cavalry, National Guard of
California
1895-1905

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the
California National Guard and the California State Library.
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CAVALRY (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)
In 1904, the ¢;L~U of & series of Joint Army an
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at Third and Townsend
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3, Ninth United States w\hlrv, and was escorted to camp by
itenant Camp, Kinth Uni States Cavalry.
Troop A reported for duty to Colonel Codwin, commanding the
Frovisior 18l Cavalry and to Colonel 5. P. Jocelyn, Chief of Staff,
Provisional Division. The -uclln for the Camp of Instruction
were as follows:
Saturday, August 13 Establishing camp.
sunday, Auzust 14 squadron review,
Konday, August 195 ron drill extended order.
Tuesday, august 16 0BLE » 1, Advance and Rear Guar
Troop A operated with Troop K,
Kinth United States Cavalry,
Captalin Charles Jansen of Troop A
in command.
wWednesdey, august 17 PROBLEM NO. 2, Attack and Defense of
convoy:
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TROOP A CAVALRY (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

Friday, August 19 Reconnoissance in force.

saturday, August 20 March and deployment of = division.

Sunday, august 21 Division review at Atascadero.

lionday, aAugust 22 Atteck and Defense of an entrenched
position.

Tuesday, August 23 Troop A supported a detachment of the

Fifth United States Field Battery.

Passage of a defile, Captain Nance, Ninth
United States Cavalry, organized militia
and supported field battery, commanded by
Captain Langdon.

wednesday, Ausust 24 Review to GCovernor Ceorge C. Pardee and

payment of troops.
Thursday, August 285 Broke camp et 1:00 P.M. Train departed
from Atascadero at 3:00 FP.l.
Friday, august 26 Arrived in 3an Francisco the following
: A o wr
‘«AC.Ly a

Guard duty was performed every afterncon in camp in conjunection
with the troops of the Einth United States Cavalry. The disci-
pline of the troop during the entire encampment was excellent,
all of the duties were performed by the men cheerfully and with
spirit.

In the compulsory target practice that was held each year as
required by law, Troop A had 12 qualified Marksmen in 1895 and
17 in 1896. After 1896, a greater part of their practice was
given to the use of the revolver. In 1902, Troop A had 23
qualified Marksmen with the revolver, and 19 in 1903, this being
the last target practice report of the troop as an unattached
company.

Following the organization of Troop A Cavalry the unit planned
to change its headquarters from a bullding on Pacific Avenue to
some place nearer the center of town. The matter of a change
had been discussed some time before and the scheme was met with
general favor. A committee of three men had been appointed to
find & buillding in the neighborhood of Union Square which might
be converted into an armory. For a couple of years the old




TROCP A CAVALRY (Continued)

m‘)tiViti@B: ‘(Ju¢‘tlr.uuq
Company A, Light artillery, which had it's headguarters on
racific Avenue, found it difficult to secure recruits because
it's uJQd‘Udrbbfw were to far fra; town. When the bhtbeP)
was transformed into T avalry the same dAifficulty

presented itself and th therefore, set about to
I‘L; Apd} t--\: @Vil )

itable quarters could be found in the downtown district

roop would glve up the - ¥ ring riding classes

were features of ited branch of the NHational

The armory oceup tl troop was bullt for Light

ry A aboui six years ,‘V«iut and was now occuplied by

£ the Naval Battalion Compar the cavalry organization
- ing av;ue'y.* The comalt Has JHCCLoJ;Jl in finding

armory, and Troop 4 moved to 229 CGeary Street.

1 1804 a BET1%451 Wiohtn of
iy Awuly WAES TKLLAVETY NLENTT &V

3
: ‘ranclsco, and Lhe occaslion was to be devo
t ¢ Nationael Cuard and particularly to Troop A which was

F

oldest military orgenization in the State. S Pels,

uld be a salute of 47 cannons. At 9:30 a of men
from ”?oov A would give a saber drill and at conclus
the regular perfeormence in the Casine the floor would be
and a Military Ball inaugurzicd.*®

On February 16, 1697, it was announced that Trcc; A had secured
as lhonorary members several millionaires and had become pos=-
essors of horses. Captalin C. A. Jenks who had taken command

of Troop 4 was working hard to get the troop into good condition.

A short time before Walter Frice had been elected as Lieutenant
o and he had been of great aid in putting the cavalry on a good

basis. Licutenant Price was formerly a member of the noted

Troop A of the National Guard of the State of Rew Lur:‘ whiel

was the most exclusive organizatlon of its kind in New York City,

ranking with the Regular army Troops. Following the lines on
which the famous New York Troop was fcrmed, Captuin Jdenks and
Lieutenant Price secured the aid of prominent people ln San

' 1 e P P 10 - P ’ - ’ - g A
¥ ru.anSuo. Tl(a law gllowed 10 LLUJ.‘VAL..LJ members o a roop, anda

Walter S. layor, Je D. Fhelan of San *TEICluCU Joseph

!

*ob;”, Crﬁ* yope, Joseph D. Grant, deL h es, Richard
Tobin, EHugh is, Ceorge M. Rewhsll and Jo Downejy ﬁarvey were
=000«

*San Francisco Call, Jenuary 13, 1896, page 5, column 3.

*#8an Frencisco Chronicle, august 1, 1896, page 8, column 6.
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*San Francisco Examiner, February 2, 1900, page 12, columns 2,3,4.
**¥San Fraencisco Examiner, May 15, 19201, pages 1, 2, 3.

**%*San Francisco Examiner, January 29, 1903, page ./, column 2.

TROOP A CAVALRY (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

on foot., Then came Troop F and G, Sixth United States Cavalry,
followed by Troop A and a detachment of the Signal Corps. On
the calsson rested the body of General Lawton, attended by 6
artillery men in dress uniform. A committee of 10C 0dd Fellows,
ineluding the past grand officers of the thirty—six lodges in
the city, Joimed the escort bringing up the reur.

On May 14, 1901, Troop A paraded in San Ir&n01sco in the
receptlon to Fresident ;illlam.uculnley. Four splemndid black
horses drew the Fresidential carriage. Four mounted policemen
skirted the curb, four policemen on foot flanked the carriage
between the police at either side of the carriage were detectives
and directly behind were Captain Foster, Chief Hazen and Agent
Moffitt of the Secret sService. FPreceding the carriage was a.

body of mounted police with the Chief and his Captain in their
van, then General R. H. Warfield, the Grand Marshal and his

staff mounted and in full dress, the Park Band, Troop A Cavalry
the special escort, the Veteran Guard of California, Grand Army

of the Republic as guard of honor for the battle flag of McKinley's
old regiment, and then the President's carriage. Then came a long
line of carriages with the Executive bOmUitt&e and with them the
various members of the Presidential party

Troop A on January 28, 1903, participated in the benefit for the
memorial fund of Father MeKinnon at Mechanie's Pavillion in San
Francisco. The music was martial and of excellent selection

the driliing of the soldiers skilltul and executed with precision.
Many of the soldiers who went to the Philippines with the late
Chaplain were there in civiliaen as well as military cleothes.
These 0ld comrades found one another and their reminiscences of
the gentle character and unselfish life of the dead priest form-
ed a beautiful tribute to his memory. The entertalinment opened
with a concert by the combined bands of the Third Artillery Corps
and the Naval Training Stetion. AdJutant Ceneral Ceorge Stone,
who represented Governor Pardee reviewed the troops under the
command of Colonel Thomas F. 0'Neil. The following militia took
part in the benefit, Naval Apprentices, First Infantry Regliment,
First Battalion Artillery, Troop A, Naval Militia of California,
and a battalion of the Columbia Park Boys Club. Exhibitions

and drills were given by nearly all of the orgamizations that
took part in the benefit,***
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