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TROOP D CAVll...LhY (Continued) 

Activities : 

On Uarcb 26 , ~, Section 1912 , of the State tJoli tical Code 
as amended to read as follows . 'I'he organized uniformed militia 

knov.~ as the National Guard shall not exceed 69 comoanies in all. 
Sixty of these companies shall be infantry or artillery, as the 
Board of Location may direct, and 5 companies 01 the Naval Battal• 
ion , and the other 4 conpanies shall be distributed to such a.rm.s 
of the service as the Board of Location may direct. By this re
organization , the 6 brigades , 9 r·egiment, and one battaliun or..;. 
ganizations were consol idated into 3 brigades , 5 regi'!!lents of 
infantry, one battalion of naval militia , and 4 unattached troops 
of cavalry , dispensing with about 150 cor.r.un.issioned officers . 

On July 23 , 1895, in order to coupl y with the act of the Le ..... -
islature, General OrJer Iio . ,11 VIas issued which stated that 
the application of citizens and residents of Los tmgeles, 
desirous of organi zing a troop of cavalry in the city hav..Lng 
been approved by Lhe Board of Location, Captain F. D. L. 
Carrington United States Army was t o organize anc.l muster in 
the troop . On August 9 , 1895, the troop of eavalry lmovm and 
designated as Troop D Caval ry unattached First Brlgade was 

ustered into the service of the State t61:) Los Angeles under· t 
command of Captain J .. B. Lanker shim ~" lri- · 

Troop D, in order to maintain a high standard of military effi
ciency attended many encc.::npments ., as enumerated in the following 
paragraph . 

9l!!h 
ug . 

June 
Sept . 
Aug .. 
Aug·. 

4 - 14 
14 - 23 

6 ~ 12 
16 - 27 
13- 26 

Santa 
Santa Cruz 
Long Beach 
ussell ' s Rarich, Ventura County 
tascadero 

Year 
1897 
1901 
1902 
1903 . 
1904 

The !::lajor encampments in the above list ure described in detai l 
as follow~ On August 16 , 19J3, Troop D assembled at their arm..;ry 
in Los Amgeles· at five A. M. The troop Lhirty~four strong , then 
marched from its headquarters at Santa Monica where a halt was 
made for mess and to rest the horses. Troop D' s transportation 
v'agons containing the quarteroaster ' s and cornnissary outfit had 
l eft the armory Saturday August fifteen , with directions to proceed 
to Santa Uonica Canyon and encamp for t he night , ana thence 
proceed up the coast to J~ch Rock and Topanga Canyon ., where i t 
as intention of the troop to over take them •. 

- ,:.._, -



TROOP D CAVALRY (~ontinued) 

ctivitiest (continued) 

(>. 

Troop D arrived in the City of Sm1ta ~nica about noon August 
sixteen) having mare:hed twenty miles, ·captain J. D. Fredericks 
received information that the v1agon train was stuck in the Santa 
Monica Canyon and unable to proceE:d further without addi tL.mal 
horses. There was 4200 pounds to each _team, two civilian team
sters in charge . Af'ter ltmch the troop proceeded up t 1e coast 
to Santa Monica Canyon and overtook the wagons, Cc:ptain FredeJ.·icks 
dir•ected the r.agon containing the coro:nissary supplies to proceed 
on up the coast, detailing the l'irst platoon to acco1npany them, 
and assist the wagon through difficult pl aces. On the way the 
Cap taL~ overtook a boy driving a teao of mules and employed hlm 
to go back and hitch on to the .quartermasters wagon and with the 
assis tance of the second platoon# follow as fast as possiLle. 
On .reaching Topanga Canyon the fir:=:t platoon pulled into the 
canyon and found water about dark-There they made their first / 
camp, sending back the first team to assist the second. In 
the morning the troop broke camp ~nd proceeded alon,: the Venture 
and Los Angeles road. 

Troop D made camp that night on hussells z·unch on the Malibu 
Creek.. Captain Fredericks decided to a:~ake this his perman~nt 
camp, and the troop made themselves as comfortable as the 
extremely hot weather would per~it. Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday were devoted to the ordinary camp routinf.; with a 
mounted drill in. the forenoon of each day. Wednesday , August 
nineteen, Capta~ Fredericks sent out three small scouting parties 
on foot, carrying suificit.;nt provi.sions to last illltil Thursday 
night, with orders to prospect for water and bring in all account 
and description of the territory over which they traveled, send
ing them in specific directions, the object being to ascertuin 
what was necessary for men to carry when absent from base of 

. supplies for the length of time, and under the conditions or
dinarily found in mountain travelling.. The provisions the men 
carried were a dozen hard tacks each, enough coffee for three 
enls a small' hnndfull of raisins, small piece of choco-late 

and one pound of canned meat per man. This was found sufficient, 
men .returned tn good condition, and suffered no inconvenience. 
This trip v;as J)reparatory to sending the entire troop out 1n 

· s~uads later .• 

Thursday night at ten o'clock Captain Fredericks received orders 
by a ca:rr1er from Brigadier-General c. F. Last to 1·eport to Major 
Ducat at Chatsworth Park at n~e A.M. the next morr~ng for in- · 
s pection. ~lis gave the troop no time to prepare for inspsction 
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Til.OOP D CAVALhY (Gont:l..nued) 

ctivities: (continued) 

('. 

and necessitr..ted a f0rced march of twenty- seven miles be1~ore 
nine. J~.M . It also mad<.. it imperative that t he troop should 
travel as light as possible in order that they could milke the 
trip by the time specified necessitating their travelling without 
blankets, which further necessitated their returning the same day , 
About the same ration was issued to· each man for this trip as was 
issued to the men·who went into the mountains , the quantity of 
course being less . Troop D reached Chatsworth Park -the next morn
ing Friday August twenty- first, at ten A. M.. the horses and men in 
good condit ion. The troop went into camp there under some shade 
trees until one P. M. when ·the troop was inspected. The thermometer 
registered 980 in Chatsworth t hat day . 

-
The greatest difficulty encountered in the march v;as the dust 
which made it necessary to divide the troop into squads of four 
men each and leave an interval of two or thrGe hundred yards 
between squads, otherwise the rear portion of the troop would 
have succumbed very early in the march. Troop D left Chatsworth 
Park at f0ur P .. M.. for return to c:::w1p and arrived in ca:tl.p that 
night at nine- thirty P.u., making in the neigborhood of sixty 
miles that day . Every horse and man was i'it :for duty the next 
morning . Saturday and Sunday the usual camp routine and drills 
were carried out . 

iLOnday August twenty- fourth, Captain Fredericks divided the enti1,e 
troop into squads under non- cor:un.issioned officers, issuing about 
the same ration as previously described, and giving each ru1 objec
tive point or territory, in the LlOuntains , with instructions to 
eturn Tuesday evening. All returned in good condition with th 

exception of one party under the co!lll.Iland of Sergeant Bennett, they 
returned WednesJay at noon in good condition I:Llld suffered no in
convenien.ce fro.n the ration or t he trip generally. Thursday the 
troop started their retur·n to Los .Angeles , camping that night on 
the Los Angeles river north of Cahuenga Pass . Troop D arrived 
at thei r ar:.1ory in t:os An.geles about noon Frida:v, August twenty- ._, 
eighth. · 

From "'August 13 to 28 , 1904, Troop D attended the fi rst of. a ser~es 
of j oint army and .llilitia camps of Instru<.:tion held at Atascadero . 
Troop D, entrained at Los Angeles on August twelfth . 1'he troop 
loaded their horses in stock cars , fr_om twenty to tv;enty- two in a 
!~r . They had no stalls built in the curs as on previous o~casions , 
but loaded them in head and tail .. Troop D arrived at Atascadero 
early the following day . The facilities there for detr·aining the 
horses were verJ" eood·, being a lont platform on a level with the 
car doqrs, which was much better then t he cc..ttle chutes . Thei'e 
was no parti cular incident, either in the loading or unloLding 
except that all of the mE)n kept busy all of the tio.e , which enabled 
them to f~nish their work rupidly. 
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(Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

('. 

s to the part taken by Troop D in the maneuvers and problems , 
they ..,vere arduously engaged all the time. Being a part of th 

.Ninth Unite-d States Cavalry, they participated with them in all 
e~ercises. On account of the small body of cavalry, and perhaps 
on acconnt of the terrane the only occupations of the troops was 
th. t of reconnaissance, security and information and mow1ted 

v'infCintry . ;? In Troop D's first engagement they acted as the advance 
p&rty in ' an ~dvance guard, meeting with a like formation composed 
of ·I·egulars .. This was the nearest t o an independent command which 
the co!!llllander of the troop had durinb the maneuvers . Although the 
troop was .commanded by the umpire , Captain Fassett, Captain 
?redericks was able after a few da~rs experience to see how he could 
have accompl~shed much.more had the opportUnity been given him 
later in the exercises. Troop D w~s frequently assibned as esco 
to flying artillery, and in that work, they seemed to be able to 
render more service than in any other position us ide from secur.ing 
informutlan ... o.f _the enemy.,-

The cavalry operated under very gr·eat difficulties in this en-
. cai:Jtpr;lent, because of the nature of the e~.nmtry, it being thoroUghly 
unsuited to cavalry maneuvers, but afforded an excellent oppor
tunity for individual developnent on the part of the trooper. 
and non- commissioned officers . Troop D broke encampiJent on August 
twenty- sixth, without any incidents worthy of oentivn and entrained 
for Los Angeles , arriving there at midnight . 

Under the military laws of the State target practice was "l"~quired 
to be held once each year by the various co:r~anies . During t .he 
ten yenrs Troop D was an unattached unit they had an unusualy lo 
percentage of qualified marksmen. In 1896, the troop had eleven 
qualified men with the use of the rifle. ~ l90~ ,Troop D had 
twenty-one qualified marksmen with the revolver, ·and tv:enty-tl1ree 
in 1903. In 1905, the last ye&r the troop was &n unattached com
pany, they had sixteen qualified men with the revolver. 

On the night of August 16, 1895, a meeting of the new Troop D 
was held at the armory in Los Angeles . During t he first part 
of the evening the troop was put through a ~rill by First Sergeant 
James Thompson, after which they met in one uf the company ' s 
parlors and various business was considered. The meeting v1as 
presided over by _Captain LankE:T~hillL, who ann::nmced the follow-
ing appointments in addition to those made at the last meeting, 
First Sergeartt .Ta..nes Thompson, Quarter~aast.er E. B. llaxwell , and 
Sergeant John and Alfred Solru1o. The matter of selecting a 
regular night for drill each week was discussed. Some were in 
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THOOP D CAVALhY (Continued) 

Activities: (continued) 

('~ 

The examination for promotion to Corporal would include School 
of the Soldier, School of the Trooper, Manual of the Pistol and 
Carbine Saber Exercises, duties of sentinel ~:nd corporal of the 
Guard, movements in extended order, mounted ana dismountedt duties 
as squad leade:r, camp duties, bivouac, honors to be paid by 
sentinels t.nd guard, and the care and t1·eatt.u.mt of' the ·horse. 
The examivation for promotion from Corporal to Ser·geapt would 
include all of the above and in addition to t."lis the duties of 
First Sergeant, Chief of Platoon, .Sergt::ant of the Guard, Sergeant 
ajor, and such other mattt..rs from the Rules and Hegulations ·of 

-che National Guard as maybe considered necessary, including the 
duties of Sergeants as outlined by the "Red Booktt, and some of 
the military statutes of the Stat~ .. 

On November 141 1896, and unusual, and consequently a severe 
test was put upon tl-..a National Guard, to prove the e.fficency 
of the State militia in replying to an emergency call. In 
confor·mi ty wi tb ot·ders fro.n division headquarters~ Brigadier
General C •. F. Last, about eleven A .. M. issued orders to officers 
of his· brigade to asseruble the troops at three. P.M. at their 
respective armories . This was issued to the c~ptains of each 
company in this terse form, signed by Colonel J. R. Berry : 
"Assemble command, heavy marching order, blanl~ets ball cartridges, 
one days 1•ations, at armory three P.M. n This order caused much 
confusion among the ~uardsmen-. Messengers were sent out by 
bicycle and horse to notify the members or each company and that 
they did well was shown by the roll call, when nea:i:ly every mem-
ber responded. · · 

Companies A, C at"'1d F, Seventh Infantry, Signal Corps, and T~oop D 
of Los Angeles, Company D of Pomona, Company L of Santa Ana, Com
pany I of Pasadena, all of t he Seventh Infantry, would· march to 
a point a mile south and ~1alf a mile east to Ramona Convent, 
about nine miles from Los Angeles and there bivouac . The following 
day Troop D and the companies· of · t he Seventh Infantry passed the 
day in going through war maneuue1·s under rigorous rules . 'Ihe, sold
iers were given various drills~ as though they were actually in 
the field of war with an enemy in sight. n1e showing of Troop D 
in this emergenc,7 drill was excellent, forty members having re
sponded to the call •* 

.ooo. 
*Los !mgeles Herald November lb, 1896, page 4:, column L, 



THOOP D (.,aVALhY (Continu~d) 

Activities ; (continued) 

On Mar·ch 16 1, 189e~ Troop D attended the funeral ceremony vf Major
ID1.erul W. ci . Rosec1·ans r·etired Civil War General . At the con

clusion of the mass held at the cathedral on Main Street , Bishop 
ontgomery .delivered a brief sermon . The procession then.left 

the cathedral , without any delay , break ur halt. Preceding the 
hearse were Brigadier-General C. F. Last and staff , then followed 
Troop D under co~_and of Captain c. H. Howland , th£ Seventh 
Infantry Band with muffled drums . 'lhen ca,o.e the Signal Corps 
under Captain Lawrence, all membei·s in full uniform.* 

On April 21, 1898, the United States declared war with Spain. 
During the next three months forty- edgh:t companies of the 

<"'·-. California National Guard where mustered into Federal Service 
for duty . Troop D :for some unknown reson v:as not wustt::red into 
Federal Service as a unit, but several members of the troop joined 
Troop F of the.United States Cavalry . In 1899, the State Leg
islature enacted a law giving to the ' companies and membe1s of the 
National Guard who mustered into the service of the United States 
the privilege of reporting back to the Guard with credit for 
continuous sevice . The Legislature stipulated, however , that 
they must re!)ort back f.or duty within one hundred- fifty days after 
beiP~ mustered out of ~ederal Service • 

. 
On December 1, lu99 1 , Ca.~tain Howland. in a communication to 
Adjutant-General W. H .. Seamans stated that serva.l members o.f his 
troop who had enter£::d the Volunteer Service of the United States, 
for the, Spanish- American War, had reported back for duty accord
ing to General Urder No. 11, series of 1899 .. · These ill~n being 
members of nn tmattached Troop, und not having.entered the 
Volunteer Service with their own orgs.nizati .. n, it was found ~b
solutely necessary,in order to keep froop D up to the standard 
of efficiency, to have them discharged . 

According to the Act of Legislature , approved March 21 , 1899, 
these men should have credit for their term of service, but on 
account of their having been discharged from the National Guard, 
at the time they left to enter the Volunteer Service, Captain 
Howland could see no way of applying the order to their c.ase 
without first havi.ng the said discharged resclnded and it appeared 
to be only just that a special ruling be raade to cover their 
several cases . Adjutant-General Seamans rescinded the discharg 
of private William M. Morgan, the only member of Troop D to enter 
Federal Service with a California National Guard regi!lltmt . · 

.ooo. 

?*-Lo~ n.ngeles Herald November lb, 1396, page 4, colu.:nn 1 . 
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THOOP D CAVALH.Y (Cont~nueu) 

Activitiest (continued) 

Troop D, on May a, 1903, paraded in Los Angeles in honor of 
·President Theodore Roosevelt 's visit to the city. President 
Rooseve:j..t arrived at La Grande depot promptly at one P.M. Upon 
alighting from his car he was greeted by the cheers of the 
Terrora and Cleveland Grays, drawn up in line on the platform 
and of the paople packed into a dense mase beyond the station 
limits. After shaking hands with the gentlemen of the reception 
committee the President w~s escorted to a carriage. At the 
signal the procession started between lines of people who crowded 
the entire distance up First Street to Main and !roc there to 
the Westminster Hotel. The parade was led by the troops of the 
eventh Infantry, and Troop D, under command of Captuin J. D. 

Freder:tcks . The Stgnal Corps followed preceding a Platoon of 
Police. Colonel Diss n~eddys Terrorsu marched near the curb on 

f'· ·, each side of the carriag as as a guard of honor . In addition to 
the Rough Riders a corps of secret service men kept close to the 
President's carri.age .* 

From Jul.y 4 to 15, 1905; Troop D engaged in a forced mai·ch and 
camp. The follo\'fing is a re1ort of their activities . 

July 4 

July 5 

July 6 

JulZl 7 

*Los Angeles Herald 

Troop D under co 
Fredericks, left 
at four P.M. for 
arrived at seven 
nine miles . 

and of Captain J... D. 
Los Angeles, mounted 
Pasadena, where they 
P.M. distance traveled 

Left Pasadena at six A.M. for Pomana, 
arriving there six P,.M.. distance 
traveled thirty-three miles . Horses 
md rL.en in good condition . 

Left Po...tona at six A. M. for Riverside , 
arriving there six P.M. distance 
traveled thirty-three miles. 

Left Riverside at six A.M. ·for Hemet, 
arriving there seven-thirty P.M. 
distance traveled thirty-four milew. 
Men and horese in fair condition. 
Heat intense, 122° on Mereno desert • 

• ooo .. 

ay 9 1 1905, page 1, column 3 
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Activities: (continued) 

July 8 

July 9 

July 10 

July 11 

July 12 

TROOP D CAVALRY (Continued) 

Left Hemet at six A.M. for Idyllwild,. 
arriving there at four-thirty P.M. 
distance traveled seventeen miles. 

Sunday no drill . Inspection of 
equipment at nine P.M. 

Drill in close order, mounted also 
as sltirrnishers and foragers, attack 
and defense of wagon train . 

aneuvers in attack and defense of 
a position held by dismounted men .• 

No drills, inspection of equipment 
in morning . Started for Los Angeles 
at three-thirty P.M. The troop re
turned by the same route previously 
described, arriviilb in Los Angeles 
July fifteenth,. at four P. M. Total 
distance traveled two hundred -fifty
nine miles . 

On August 15, 1905, one month after Troop D took part in the 
forced march and camp, Troop A,. B, C and D Cavalry wer•e organized 
into a squadron of cavalry in accordance with the provisions of 
Sections 1927 and 19331 of the State Political Code. For further 
information concerning the activities of Troop D refer to the History 
of Troop D First Squadron of Cavalry, Natioal Guard of California. 
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