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Sunday morning was given over to target practice and the details 
of camp duty aDd scouting. In the afternoon there was a sham 
battle, one·detachment led by Lieutenant J. It. Crua and the 
other by Lieutenant Baver.• 

On April 23, 1912, following the sudden departure of the cruiser 
Maryland from Los Angales harbor .for San Diego and possibly !or 
Bagdalena Bay the National Guard began making preparations to 
anrumr a call tor duty 1n Jlexico or along the border. While the 
infantry was drilling. Battery A was preparing for field duty. 
Within one hour, the Battery was declared by an otf1eer to have 
1ts tull eoJtplement of men and equipment and could b#l ready to 
entrain within 3 hours after reeeil'ing marching orders tor the 
movement into service. B~ttery A•s !ull quota ot enlistment was 
133 members and the eoama!ld could be brought up to that nW!lber 
in a few days if necessary.. Quarters or the Battery were at the 

.state building in Expo$lt1on Park, and £our 3 inch field guns 
ot 1905 naodel~ .from the Frcmktord arsenal were housed there. 

· The members or the battery were well versed in the theory or 
aod~rn warfare, and had engaged in a number of practice marche 
with the guns. 

The battery was divided into !!vo sections, aaeh 1n charge or 
a sergeant.. Baeb sargeaDt carried a list of the men in h1s 
seetton, . together J:itb their addresses and night and day 
phone numbers. ·within one hour after a call to _service reached 
Cuptain Ford~ it was communlcatod to his First Sergeant. 
w. B. Bushnell, thence to each of the other tive sergeants, 
the men eould be located and given the order for asseably. 
By centralizing the forces a.t Battery quarters 1n Exposition 
Park, the battery could be on the railroad cars for "the front.• 
within 4 hours ot the moment or r&ceiving the first notice of 
marching orders ... 

By April 26, 1912- .Battery A was in reoeipt ot orders calling 
upon 1t to reeru1t to full strength. Horsetlen were needed tor 
serviee, and many noted .equestrians tro.m Southern California 
ofi"ered their services for the emerg1.mey. Battery A was or a 
type suited tor quick action in rough country and this tact was 

.ooo. 
· *Los Angeles Herald,. liarch 16, 1912, page 7, coltlllm 3. 

· **Los Angeles Herald, April 24, 1912, page 3, column 4. 
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