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HONEY LAKE RANGERS 

Honey Lake Rangers, Unattached, Fifth Brigade 
Reference: Dead Office File, Row 4, File 1 
Location: Susanville, Lassen County 

Mustered in July 20, 1864 
Mustered out June 30, 1868 

Name 
Commanding Officers 

Rank 
Frank Drake, Captain 
William H. Naileigh, 

July 20, 1864 
First Lieut.July 20,1864 

Frank Drake,_ Captain 
(Re-elected July 31, 1865) 

William H. Naileigh,First Lieut. __________ __ 
(Re-~lected July 31, 1865) · ' 

-
A. A. Smith, Captain · Nov. 6, 1864 
William H. Naileigh,First Lieut. __________ __ 

(Re-elected Nov. 6, 1866) 

Activities: 

Commission 
Sept. 28, 1864 
Sept. 28, 1864 

Nov. 18, 1864 

On July 4, 1864, a pet~tion signed by fifty-six citizens of Lassen 
County, requesting that the necessary legal steps be taken to 
organize a company of State Militi~C was presented to the Honorable 
I. J. Harvey, County-Judge of that ounty. All legal formalities 
were complied with and the company, designated as the Honey Lake 
Rangers, was organized and mustered into the service of the State, 
on the twentieth day of July 1864 as a company of Cavalry. 

The organization was named after Honey Lake and the famous Honey 
Lake Valley, in the south-eastern part of Lassen County, where 
during the late fifties and the early sixties there were serious 
disputes over the State boundary line and considerable trouble 
with the Indians of the Washoe , Pah-Wee and Pit River tribes.'* 

About four months subsequent to its organization, arms and equip
ment were received and the company became active in drill and 
target practice. The members established a considerable reputation 
as marksmen. Although not. called into active service, the enroll
ment held up well until 1866 when the membership was reduced to 

.ooo. 
*History of Plumas, Lassen and Sierra Counties, California--Fariss 
and Smith, 1882, page 378. 



HONEY LAKE RANGERS (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

'-'' 

forty-two men. Under the new militia regulations of 1866 when 
the military forces became known as t he National Guard, this 
company of Cavalry was reorganized on November sixth, and was 
designated as Company A, Honey Lake Rangers, Fifth Brigade. 
An election of officers was held at this reorganization meeting, 
and A. A. Smith, County Clerk of Lassen County, succeeded Frank 
Drake as Cap tain. First Lieutenant William H. Naileigh was re
elected to his office. According to the records, this was the 
last election held by the company. Apparently t he reorganization 
meeting failed in its purpose of stimulating new interest, as 
there are no further records giving information of the activities 
the company may have participated in. 

On May 23, 1868, Adjutant General James M. Allen issued Special 
Order No. 35, ordering Brigadier General J. C. Roley to muster 
the Honey Lake Rangers out of the State service, which order was 
complied with on June 30, 1868.* 

.oOo. 

*Adjutant General Report 1867-1869, page 147. 
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