History of the Jackson Dragoons,
California Militia/National Guard of
California
1863-1881

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the
California National Guard and the California State Library.

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 16 January 2015
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JACKSON DRAGOONS (Continued)
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JACKSON DRAGOONS (Continued)

Activities:

and Captain Peterson's commission was revoked March 6, 18865.%

Under the revised Military Laws of 1866 the Jackson Dragoons
reorganized and on the twenty-ninth of August 1866, were mustered
in as a unit of the National Guard of California, and attached to
the First Cavalry Battalion, Second Brigade.

The succeeding years until 1875 were devoted to drill and target
practice and parades. On May 20, 21 and 22, 1875, the troops of
the Second Brigade held an Encampment at San Rafael and on that
occasion were reviewed by the Governor, Major Generals and several
prominent military authorities attached to the United States Army.

With other troops of the Second Brigade, the Jackson Dragoons were
under arms in December 1876,. when rioting was feared in San
Francisco due to anti-Chinese demonstrations. Also in July and
November 1877 and in January 1878, the men were placed under arms.
However, the nature of the service rendered on those occasions

was police duty only.

On November 5, 1877, the Dragoons paraded in San Francisco for the
Creedmoor Leqm when the latter returned triumphant from its
Fastern trip. On January 7, 1878, the company paraded for inspection
by a joint Committee on IllluaTV'ﬁffaiPS of the State Legislature
and on February 22, 1878 and February 22 of the following year,
paraded for inspection and review by the Commander-in-Chief of the
National Guard of California. In September 1878 a three day En-
campment of troops of the Second Brigade was held at Camp Irwin
near the State Fair Grounds at Sacramento. The State Agricultural
Society and the citizens of Sacramento offered prizes to companies
competing in drill and target shooting on the Fair Grounds as an
attraction during the Fair. On very short notice and without
intention of competing for prizes the Jackson Dragoons were on
hand and were honored by being chosen to act as escort to the
Governor during the celebration.

At the Legislative Session of 1880, the State Legislature enacted
new Military laws, which necessitated a reorganization of the
military force of the State, one of the resulting regulations being
that inthe future each company should be known and designated by letter
only. As a unit the Jackson Dragoons became Company C, and for a
continuation of this company's activities refer to ConOany C, First
Cavalry Battalion, Second Brigade, National Guard of Cali iOPula.
-000~-

#*Extensive correspondence between H. McGinn, Secretary of the
Jac&son Dragoons, Colonel C. L. Taylor, lst Reg. of Cavalry and the
Ad jutant G enerJl(s Office containing charges against Capt. Peterson
and the resolution expelling him from the company in February 1865,
on file Adjutant General's Office.



