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They came by
truck: Specialylr
and Divarty

Pomona, Upland, Riversidegsant
Orange, Anaheim, Fullertdm22L
Redlends, Monrovia, Fontanag, €
Corona and Beaumont; 143rd Artiller
from Santa Monica; 625th Artille
from Van Nuys, Santa Paula and High%g
land Park; 980th Artillery from Arca-
dia, Azusa ond Montebello; 981st
Artillery from Senta Barbara, Oxnard,
Ventura and Santa Maria; 140th Tank
from Barstow, Victorville, Big Bear and
Trona; and 578th Engineer from Tor-
rance, Manhaottan Beach, Inglewood
ond Wilmingtan.

Page from souvenir publication,
The Fortieth In Review, 1952.

The book chronicled the 40™ Division
from regimental activation, through
Camp Cooke, transport on the

U.S.S. Breckenridge to

the training camps in Japan

The Fortieth in Review, reprint, 1999.
Copy courtesy Bob Ellingwood.
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of the misfits, that I missed basic training. I didn’t have to go through basic, which didn’t serve very well
some months later in Japan when I wound up at a rifle company.

Ellingwood: The medics were doing their own kind of training, in addition to learning a little combat
training. You had 150 guys with weapons and they didn’t know what to do with them.

Davis: We were not issued weapons so it was really disastrous. We did not get training in weapons but we
got them after we arrived in Japan. So in the meantime, I drew 4 months at Ft. Sam Houston (School for
the medics). It was an OCS program.

Ellingwood: Of course, we might mention when they replaced Smalley with “Walking” Jim. For many of
us who had worked with the Col. and knew how hard he had worked along with Gen. Hudelson to get us all
activated. Smalley and Hudelson were activated in the Second World War, Hudelson was Battalion
Commander and Smalley was his XO back in 1941 so they had a long kinship. Part of the reason
undoubtedly Smalley ended up with the Regiment because it was quite a jump from Co. G, a rifle company
in the Second World War to Regimental Headquarters in the Korean War. Shortly after we got Walking
Jim, we got night marches. Never forget those night marches. Started out at 5 miles and it slowly
progresses to where we were doing 25 miles, with a full pack.

Ellingwood: And this was after the training. After the evening meal, we went on the marches. My first run
in with Walking Jim was when I had the regimental security platoon. It was our job to put out the signs for
the marches every night and no one knew until the S-3 gave me the route. Nobody knew what the route
would be for the night, so no one could cheat, I guess. I got away with taking the jeeps out to put up the
signs for a couple of weeks but then Wwe had to pack them out on foot.

Garrison: If I recall on that 25 mile march, there were some people who were critically ill. One of the
things I remember was that every person in the regiment would make that walk. Even if you were on your
sick bed, like Jim said earlier. There were a lot of people dropouts. There were dropouts in every march.

Ellingwood: Anyway, that was “Walking” Jim’s trademark, “walking” and we all participated in the walks.
And along this time the draftees started reporting. Draftees were “fillers” as we called them. With all of
Jim’s recruiting, once we were on active duty your full TO and E went up to the better part of 200. So all
of the companies had room for draftees.

Davis: We had to fit them into the unit in the proper slot because most of them had been designated. Some
were just going to be litter bearer, assigned out to 2™ Battalion, 3™ Battalion, to get in with one of the rifle
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day that I had been assigned. I’'m thinking, God, that I’'m going to be in this rifle company and I’'m suppose
to be a squad leader and I never even went through basic training! And Capt. Jones came in and said, “Sgt.
I’ve made arrangements for you to get back into your MOS, back into the Service Company and back into
administration. You don’t even have to fall out in the morning.” Boy, was I relieved! 1 don’t think that
Blackwood was upset about it. At that point, he wasn’t trying to get rid of me with the military police but he
did get mad at me when I got on leave of absence and didn’t have to go back over there.

Thomas: Zama, I think we should touch on a little bit. It was the West Point of Japan. It was where they
trained their officers and it was pretty luxurious, by comparison to everything else. We had good quarters
and Richardson was very dissatisfied — he thought it was too soft for the men for their training. That’s
where he was very, very itchy to get out and get to where he could really train the men. That’s where
McNair was formed in his mind. And we didn’t linger too long.

Davis: We weren’t there but a few days.

Thomas: I remember Julian Hart, who wrote for the LA Examiner, there was a comment about even having
cross ventilation in our offices there. It was pretty nice there but McNair was a different story.

Ellingwood: We had reassembled the regiment at Camp McNair on the side of Mt. Fuji. McNair was created
out of the wilderness. Here we created an Army camp out of tents. There were very few buildings. 1
always said that we were one of the best trained divisions to ever go in combat because at McNair we went
through all kinds of different training to include such things as amphibious landings, where we actually lost
some Navy sailors but I don’t recall that we lost any Army soldiers. The training was very real. Idid all the
dud disposal work at Camp McNair with my P and A platoon from the 2™ Battalion. We had no engineers.
Division engineers were some place else. I had this idea that we were eventually going to get hazard pay,
like the engineers did but we didn’t. Freeman tried to help but it didn’t go through. What do you remember
about McNair?

Garrison: Cold water for showers and it was wintertime. And it rained pretty good.

Thomas: And it was cold and I remember one of the first things I did was [ wrote Fran and asked her to send
me some flannel pajamas. We were sleeping on a cot and in tents and the snow was pretty far down on the
face of Mt. Fuji. I remember that we went to Tokyo from Zama and we were trying to find our way back to
Zama and the cab driver didn’t know Zama from a hole in the ground. And his taxi would stall every once
in awhile, where he had to burn off the fumes from the coke. He would stop at farmers houses, we finally
made it back in the middle of the night. That was some experience. ' .
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Hachinobe was the city nearby.

We had an interesting experiment there — it didn’t start as an experiment — it ended up as one. When we got
there it was actually a regimental combat team, in that we had some artillery, some engineers and so forth.
The upshot was that this camp was not big enough for regimental combat team; it was short. It was fine for
aregiment. So it was decided that one battalion would have to live in tents. Col. Howell got the short straw
so 2™ Battalion ended up in tents there. And we were always hungry. We were fighting with CWO Hal
Furbish, he was ration breakdown, and we always said that he was shorting us and giving too much chow to
Service Company or whoever. They finally had an investigation and I think Sheffer was put in charge of
that. It finally came out that they started inspecting garbage cans and we had a lot less garbage than the
other battalions. They finally discerned that because we lived outdoors and the rest of them lived indoors
we were burning that much more energy because of our lack of warmth. Finally they increased our rations.
We got 20% more than anybody else. It finally equaled out. But it went on for weeks and weeks and
weeks.

Here we went into more advanced training. We had the air transport training ability because of Masawa Air
Base. Actually, that was the first time I was ever in an airplane. I was given the job of aviation officer or
something. My responsibility to load these airplanes with two jeeps, and two trailers with ammunition.
This was a C121 with huge clamshell doors in the back. Had 20 men including Jim Davis’s brother-in-law,
Kurt Calhoon. Kurt was part of the 20 men in that airplane. [ remember him because he got sick. So we
got up bright and early on Thanksgiving Day 1951 and taxied over to take off, the whole regiment. We
were going to fly around Honchu. They invited me up to the cockpit. We were moving very slowly, getting
in line. I asked the Capt. about a red light. He said that it meant that the third engine is not quite
synchronized — don’t worry about it —*it’ll go out. Of course, I couldn’t take my eyes off of that red light.
The Capt. ignored it, or seemed to. Finally, I said, “You know, that light has never gone out.” And he said,
“By jove, you’re right.” So he radioed the tower and they pulled us out of the flight line. Our little group
flew in an empty airplane. By the way, did you know that there are over 100 tie-downs on a jeep? You
have to tie it down at this angle and that angle so that no matter how many air pockets you hit, nothing
moves. We went to school for about three days to learn how to tie all this stuff down.

We flew along the coast of Honchu. When we landed I received emergency leave orders. My daughter was
about to be born and my wife was having problems. So the Col. Howell gave me a jeep and told me to go
back to camp, get packed and tell the cooks that we are going to be about two hours late for Thanksgiving
dinner, which was planned for 1 p.m. So I went back and reported to the cooks. So I packed and went over
to Masawa Air Base, where they flew me down to Tokyo in a C54. There I caught Canadian Airlines. That
evening we flew back to Masawa Air Base. [ asked if we were having engine trouble. They said that they
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had inherited a stagnant position. We would have to take South Koreans — we called them “Chogis” — with
us to carry the mortar base plates, to carry the machine gun tripods because our troops were having a great
deal of trouble of going up these straight up and down mountains. We finally put together a tram for
supplies and for the wounded. We would go up and down this Hill 770 by tram. One day the North
Koreans had infiltrated and shot part of “E” company. We had two casualties. One was a superficial wound
and the other guy had been hit seriously and it looked like he might lose a leg. He was full of good spirits
and telling jokes. The guy who had the superficial wound was “I’m gonna die. . . I’ve been shot” — by the
time that tram got down to the bottom, the one with the superficial wound was dead. And the other guy
went on. We congratulated him because we knew he was in no position to come back to the regiment. He
went to Tokyo General and finally went home.

In that operation we captured some Chinese soldiers. If we captured anybody we were suppose to turn them
over to regiment or division immediately. We had a guy in 2™ Battalion Intelligence that spoke a couple of
dialects of Chinese and even though we weren’t suppose to interrogate these prisoners, our Corporal
interrogated one of the prisoners. They asked him what Army he was in, he said he was in Chiang Kai-shek
Army. We said, “Wait a minute, Chiang Kai-shek is on our side and he is on Formosa.” He understood
that. But when he originally joined, he was in Chiang Kai-shek Army. He joined in 1938. This was 1951
and he was still a private. We asked him how come he was fighting for the Communist Chinese? He looked
at us like we were stupid and said, “Because they are giving me the rice.” And that was his philosophical
answer to the questions.

I was transferred to Battalion Operations. I was Col. Howell’s assistant Operations Officer. He took me to
acquaint me where the front lines were. We got pinned down with some machine guns while we were up
there. Unruffled, Col. Howell said, “Well, I think we have seen enough here.” So we went on down the
hill. It was not because we had been shot at but because we had seen everything we needed to see. That
was one of two times where Col. Howell and I almost got killed. We had met on the way to supper one
night and all of a sudden he said, “Well, go ahead, I forgot something.” So he went ahead down the trail to
his bunker and we went down towards the mess tent. A piece of shrapnel landed right where we were
standing. Just two seconds later. Usually you don’t connect it with a noise. That proximity fuse would go
off 200 or 300 feet in the air and spread shrapnel everywhere. We just looked back, looked at each other
and kept going as if nothing had happened.

I had my daylight demolition raid there. Although I was Assistant Battalion Operations Officer, Col.
Howell said that it was your platoon. He told me that I would feel more comfortable if you took your own
platoon out there. There were 35 of us, took out about 50 pounds of explosives, mostly C3 composition
explosive. We went out and blew up those bunkers that the Chinese and/or North Koreans were sneaking in
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Epilogue

Thomas: What I remember particularly is the taking of hills and then retreating. I never understood
what was the strategy or the point of it all — seemed like a lot of it was show. I’m not talking about
the 224™ but the Korean War in general.

Ellingwood: Well, what we had to do was to shorten our supply lines and lengthen their supply lines
to a comfortable distance so we could have a stalemate. The United States should have proven
themselves once and for all. There is no way you can fight a war to a draw. You either fight a war
to win it or you stay out of it. But we didn’t learn that in Korea, and I’'m not sure that we learned it
in Vietnam. [ don’t think that we have learned it yet.

But I remember Rex Melendrez and I talking at the time, that at least our kids would not have to do
this. That we were going to end this kind of nonsense. [ remember talking with Rex later at La
Casita (Ontario restaurant), I had one kid in Vietnam and he had one in some God forsaken place
[Iceland].

Thomas: I'm sure that they thought the same thing in the First World War.

224" Infantry
Regiment Shield

On July 27, 1953 armistice was signed and the Korean War officially came to an end. North and
South Korea remain separated and maintain different forms of government. The United States
continues to maintain military bases throughout South Korea.
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Colonel Freeman was the driving force in moving the new National Guard Armory from the drawing
board to its completion and dedication in September 1950. The project had long been a dream of the
Colonels Smalley and Freeman and had been met with many obstacles. From the reorganization of
the 224" Infantry Regiment in 1947 to its induction into federal service in September 1950,
Regimental Headquarters had its office under the south bleachers of Chaffey High School’s football
stadium. These were the most primitive of office quarters, without heat or air conditioning, and the
dust was a constant problem. Unbelievably, we used an unvented smudge pot for heat. Naturally we
looked forward to and longed for completion of the new armory.

From a personal side, John L. Freeman presented a commanding appearance, tall, smiling and always
immaculate in his uniform. He never married. He made his home with his mother at 666 East Fourth
Street in Ontario, California. He loved nice things, especially convertible automobiles and Southern
California beaches. He also had a love for the theater. I found him pleasant to work for. I served
under him as a clerk, sergeant major, and as Assistant Adjutant, until our induction in 1950. In my
research on Colonel Freeman, I determined to find his final
resting place. To my surprise I found him in crypt 33, corridor E
or the Bellevue Mausoleum, just three feet away from his
Regimental Commander, Colonel Anson J. Smalley.

Tribute To Lt. Col. John L. Freeman
James P. Davis, CWO (Ret.)

I met Lt. Colonel John L. Freeman in 1948 during the
organization of the 224" Infantry Regiment of Ontario,
California. At the time, he was a Major assigned as the
Regimental Adjutant — a position he would occupy for the next
several years. The growing pains of this new Regiment were met
by the strong leadership of Major Freeman who provided the
support to the attached units. The examples set by Major
Freeman would be put to good use in the near future as the
military aggression in the Far East expanded. In July, 1950, the
Regiment was notified that it would be called to active duty.

This happened on September 1, 1950. The responsibility of
preparing the administrative orders for relocating the Regiment Then Capt. John Freeman,
to Camp Cooke, California fell upon the shoulders of Major 1948. Museum Collection.
Freeman and his staff. The move was finalized in September of

1950. He had discharged his responsibilities in a most efficient
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Tribute to Reginald “Rex” Julian Melendrez
Bob Ellingwood

Rex Melendrez joined Company “G”, 185" Infantry Regiment in the late 1930s. He was sworn in by
Captain Anson Smalley, a high school history teacher at Chaffey High School.

Pvt. Melendrez and his brother, Cpl. Wayne Melendrez, were inducted into the U.S. Army March 3,
1941 at Ontario American Legion Post 112.

A week later they moved to Camp San Luis Obispo where with rigorous training they were brought
to war time readiness. After Pearl Harbor they were deployed along the California coast. Rex by
now was a Corporal and his brother Wayne was a Sergeant.

After only two minor submarine attacks by the Japanese Navy, one near Santa Barbara and the other
in southern Oregon, the 40™ was released for further training at Ft. Lewis, Washington, Hawaii and
finally Guadalcanal in December 1943.

In April 1944 the 40" moved to New Britain, they captured Haskins Air Field and forced the
Japanese to retreat to Rebaul. At the invasion of Lingayen Gulf, Philippines, the 40" Division was a
major force in the promise of Gen. MacArthur to the Philippine people, “I shall return.” Although
Japanese Kamikaze planes sunk 20 American ships and damaged 59 others, the 40" landed January
9, 1945. Through numerous pockets of resistance, the 40" captured Clark Field. Rex was wounded
by a Japanese sniper. The 40™ accounted for over 10,000 Japanese casualtics in the Philippines. Sgt.
Rex Melendrez was given a battlefield commission and had his platoon in the invasion of Panay
Island, which they secured in ten days.

While training for the invasion of Japan, the war ended September 2, 1945, thus saving at least a
million Amedrican lives. Although thousands of Japanese were killed at Hiroshima and Nagaski
more Japanese lives would have been lost in an invasion.

As the war was over the Company “G" men could come back to Ontario after 4 %2 years. All except
2™ Lt. Rex Melendrez. His commission had extended his time. He went on with the 40" Division to
occupation of Korea. Finally on April 7, 1946 the 40™ was mustered out at Camp Stoneman,
California, the last National Guard Division to by released in the Second World War.

Besides brother Wayne they also had a half-brother, Henry Romero, in Company “G”. Wayne
Melendrez ended up in Europe where he also received a battlefield commission. Two battlefield
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