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MAINB PRAih~~ RIFLES 

Maine Prairie Rifles, Unattached, Se cond Brigade 
heference: Dead Office File, Row 4, File 7 
Location: Maine Prairie, Solano County 

Mustered in September 19, 1863 
Mustered out January 23, 1868 

Commanding Officers 
Name 
Albert Burnett, Captain 
J. R. Lowe,First Lieut. 

Albert Burnett, Capt a in 
(Reelected ·l864) 

S. A~ Hopkins, First Lieut. 

Albert, Burnett; .Captain ~· 
(Reelected . Nov·. 3; · 1866) 

S. A. Hopkin~, :- ~ir ·st Lieut. 
(Reelecte_d N_ov.~;. 3, _1866) , · 

Albert Burnett, Ca~tairi 
(Reelected.l867) 

William S. Dryden, First Li eut. 

Activiti9s: 

Rank 
Se pt. 
Sept. 

19, 1863 
19, 1863 

Nov. 12, 1864 

Sept. 24, 1867 

Commission 
Oct. 20, 1863 
Oct. 20, 1863 

Nov. 24, 1864 

Nov. 25, 1867 

The Maine Pra irie Rifles was organized at Maine Prairie, Solano 
County September 9, 1863, with a membership of sixty-eight. 
The unit was armed with muskets. Capta in Albert Burnett was 
elected chief commanding officer and retained the position 
throughout the com~any's five years of .~1ation. As ther e is 
no apparent re a son for the unit' s organization, it is a ssumed 
it was organized for social pur:J ses. However, the Maine 
Prairie Rifles were one of the ~:)mpanies re-organized under the 
Military Law of 1866. It was muster ed into the National Guard 
of California as an unatt ache J company November third of that 
year, and an election of offic~rs took olace on that date. 

Under the Military Law of May 1868, the number of companies 
in the State were reduced, es ~ ecially the units of the in­
terior mining towns and others deemed unnecessary for public 
goo~ Consequently the Maine Prairie Rifles were ordered dis­
banded and mustered out of service January 23, 1869, by 
Special Order No. 2 , for non-compliance with the Law. Major 
Hill was the muste ring out officer and the arms and accoutre­
ments of the corps ~ere left in charge of Captain Burnett, 
~Lioject to the laws of the Adjut ant General.* 

.ooo. 

*Adjut~nt G ener~I Rpport 13R7-l 0~9, page 9 and 1~?. 


