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IN REPLY REFER

TO NO.

NA27-10355-(10~3r) NAVAL ATR BASES, 12th N.D.
A2 CAIRS AICAMES
ST U. S. NAVAL AUXILIARY AIR STATION

VERNALIS, CALIFORNIA

12 October 1945

To: Office of Chief of Naval Operations, Aviation History Unit,
Op~33~J-6
Via: (1) ComNAB, 12ND, NAS, Alameda, Calif.
. (2) Com™WELVE.
Subj: Unit History, NAAS, Vernalis, California.
Ref: (a) CNO ltr. Op-33-J-6-JEJ, Serial 118433 dtd 14 March l9h5

(b) Manual for Historical Officers, Navder 00-25Q-26.
(e) NAB 1tr. Serlal 2106 dtd 24 March 1945,

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), Unit History of NAAS,
Vernalis, California is submitted herewith as enclosure 1.

2, One extra copy of subject history is enclosed for retention by
ComTHELVE Historical Officer as required by reference (c).

R
Comdr., USN
Commanding Officer

Encl.,
1. (H®) Unit History
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U. S. NAVAL AUXILIARY AIR STATION
VERNALIS, CALIFORNIA

UNIT HISTORY
CHRONOLOGY
United States Naval ‘Auxiliary Air Station, Vernalis, California
was commissioned on 8 June 1943, at a ceremony attended by Cap-
tain Frank McCrary, USN, Commanding Officer of Naval Air Statien,
Alameda, and officers of his staff. At the conclusion of the
commissioning procedure, Lieutenant E. A. Quarterman, USNR, of |
Modesto, California, assumed the duties of Officer-in-Charge of
the new Station. Lieutenant W. B; Taylor, USNR, of Jacksen
Heights, Long Island, New York, was named Assistant Officer~in-

Charge.

On 9 October 194k, Lieutenant Commander William Janeshek, USN,
of Port Washington, Wisconsin, was named Commanding Officer to
relieve Lieutenant E. A. Quarterman, and Lieutenant Commander
A. P. Kolonie, USNR, of Burlingame, California, was named as the

Executive Officer.

Lieutenant Commander Janeshek remained in command until 26 larch
1945 when he was relieved by Commander Hafvey R. Bowes, USN, of
Modesto, California, who remains in command of the station at

the present time with Lieutenant Commander Kolonie as Executive

Officer.

\
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NARRATIVE
Naval Auxiliary Air Station at Vernalis was constructed to meet
the demand for additional training and station facilities in the
rapidly-expanding aeronautical organization of the 12th Naval
District. The obvious and imperative need was to establish small
auxiliary units sufficiently close to Naval Air Station, Alameda,
to function smoothly and yet far enough away from the heavily-
populated industrial areas of the San Francisco Bay District.
Upon the recommendation of the'authofities of Naval Air Statien,
Alameda, a site was chosen in San Joaquin and Stanislaus Coun-.
ties some 5 miles northwest of the town of Vernalis., The par-
ticular location combined the favorable features of year-round
flying weather in a flat valley area which rendered airport con-
struction work relatively simple and provided the necessary facil-

ities at a distance of 60 air miles from Alameda.

Under authority of applicable Acts of Congress¥*, 700 acres of
land were purchased outright from civilian sources¥¥ for $33,300
and in June, 1942, construction work was started on a 500' x
4000' runway. In November of that year, contracts were lét for
the 6onstructien of the first and most essential buildings, addi-
tional runway area and gasoline storage requirements._ At a later

date, an additional 160 aéres were acquired from John Gallagher
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for use as a Dive Bombing Range. Construction work continued
after the‘commissioning of the station and up until the end of
the war in the Pacific. On 15 August 1945, a contract for a
Forward Firing Rocket Loading Platform was cancelled shortly

after the work had been started.

In the organization pattern, Naval Auﬁiliary Air Station, Ver-
ralis, originally functioned as a subsidiary of Naval Air Sta-
tion, Alameda, Later, however, witﬁ the creation of the com-
mand, Commander,.Navai Air Bases, the station at Vernalis was

placed under the jurisdiction of that command.

At the time of its inception, Naval Auxiliary Air Station,
Vernalis, was intended to support the operations of two bomb-
ing squadrons (Vice OpNav Letter of 10 December 1942). In
accordance with this original plan, it was used by PB4Y's and
~ PV!'s, Subsequently, when more suitable fields becamé aﬁail-
~ abie for the heavy planes and Fleet requifements were adjusted
to current needs, the station function was changed to support
the operations of carrier-based squadrons which were complet-
‘ing advanced training and to base such squadrons pending their

assignment and arrival of transportation, In this latter capaci-

ty, the station was used as a base by Air Groups, Torpedo,

Fighter, Bomber and Composite Squadrons. The normal messing
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and berthing allowance of the station is 333 Commissioned

Officers, 2386 Enlisted Men.

At the time of writing, the station is in a state of flux

which will vary with the requirements of ComFair, Alameda.

Present indications are that the station will be officially
de~-commissioned on 15 December 1945 and enter upon a Care-

taker Status as of that date,

% Act of Congress approved June 15, 1940 (Public No. 635, 76th Con-
gress; 54 statute 400) and Act of Congress approved June 26, 1940
(Public No. 667, 76th Congress; 54 statute, 599) and pursuant te
the Acts of August 1, 1888 (25 Statute 357, USC, Title 40 Sec 1421
USC, Title 4O Sec 258a and supplementary and amendatory Acts.

#¥% Edward Murphy et al 639,34 acres for $32,400
Carroll Bertch 60,1 acres for 900

11 October 1945
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HOY  Spec, Froijcct : Contructor _ Cost
6489 11431 additionsl Peving and Dransge Iacco Eros. $119,800,00
6709 11617 arch Type hiagaszine Stalts Inc. 66,150,00
6870 11760 Additional Runway Union Faving Co. 241,800,00
758L 12383 Officers! Recreztion Building C. . Swanson 16,703,00
6639 11557 Outdoor Recreation Facilities K. &. Parker 19,043,00
7551 12339 Gasoline loading stands Heloneld & kalin 14,189,00
7532 12340  lells and Fumps Pacific #lectric & mach-  10,700.00

ine Co. . :
4,165 CFFF General Construction Johnson Lrake 841,455.00
5966 CPFF General Construction Johnson Dreks & Fiy 6,155.00
8517 13175 weaving Surfuce for loads Stendard lLwmtericles 12,295.00
857, 13223 xmtend storehouses cid hosdway — Coast Counties Construct-~ 25,987.80
' lon Co.

8908 13501 dadio Transwitter Bldg. Scott suttiner wlect. Co. 12,582,00
2077 13651 Temporary ©ldg. for Loundry Wells Pe Goodenough 16,530.00

Macilities : '
9598 14109 Barracks Storehouses, Treining Ilielson wrbenbraut & 264,350,00

_ Building ‘ sumners :

9832 14310  Expension of Fecilities Johnson Irake & Piper L4, ,700,00
9834 14312 Gasoline Storage Central Cealif. Construct- 22,007.00
_ ion Co.

10515 114,920 Permenent ailr Port Lighting Clifford ilect. Co. 16,293 .00
11800 16081 Lxtension to Welfare Eldg. Ge e willieams 26,992,00

11897 16167 Chenges to ©lect, Tistribution  Scott Buttiner iflect. Co. 10,410.00
Systen

11936 16203 Seml Permenent light merking - Frank Electric Co. 5,250.,00 "
of Taxiways S

TOTAL $2,182,492.80
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U.S. NAVAL, AUXILIARY AIR STATION, VIRNALIS, CALIFORNIA

26/

In full operating status on 1 September 1945, advice wag recelved on
6 September 1945, that effective 15 October 1945, NAAS VERNALIS was to be
reduced to caretaker status, i.e., a non-operating condition requiring o

minimum strength personnel unit, the mission of which is to meintain physical

U.S. possession of the properfy invoived, and to g&ii} such property ageinst
| " 43
deterioration, damage, looting and theft. On 5 November 1945, the Chief of

Naval Operations advised that on 15 March 1946 the nost wer status of this
activity was %o be surplus. The transition to caretaker status was accomp- .
lished on 15 March 1946 and e naval officer, ;s caretalter, posted. Declared
to WAA on 15 March 1946. Disestablished on 15 May 1946, The WAA assumed
custody on 17 October 1946, this commenrd relinquished jurisdiction and re-

moved carataker.
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IN REPLY ADDRESS

BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, NAVY DEPARTMENT

/ﬂé "{//;’ _ JIE::E“FER TO No.
{AdSs)

%ol

BT {1)
(2)

Sub jeot!

Beforsnces

Faclosare:
(Bevewith)

1.

NAVY DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF ORDNANCE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

The Uniel of the Mmrean of Ordnance
The ¥ics Chlsf of Huval Cpsrstions

The Chiaf of yhe Suresn of Aeransutics e
The Chief of the Jursevu of Yards and Docks

Mr Ststions and Catlying Flslde ~ lagazines for, in sesordance
with Prefent plameprogran

{s) ¥ice S0 1tx Op-40-D AV 3¢ ARL-1 Doo. 66960 Serial 0LODR40
~of Dee. 10/42 to all Puresus

(b} Bulra 1tr HA/E78(A43) of Hov. 25/42 to Buker

{e) Babra 1tr HA/S78(A4%) of Hov. 2D/42 to Fuder

(4) Sec¥ay Lty PEIO CaJihje P¥ 1104 1039 of Nov. 4742 to
 all Hsval Activities

{0} Yice GMD 18r 50 1232 1009 of Yec. 23/42 te all Surcous

(A} Lixt of temporary stesl megezines to be provided at alr
stations and outlying Filelds.

(B) List of permmnent type wegasines 3o be provided at afir
stesions

In erdsr to provids atownge fecllitien at various alir statione

snd oudlying fields 3o confeoris with currest directives and in accordsnce with
the number sad type of plenes assigned dy referense (o) (Preeent piane progrem),
1t is requested thet the Buresu of Terdse and Jomks provide snd erect nepazines
as listed on enclosures {A) ang (B},

2

- In arder w-axmﬁim ayorowel of Shis projest, no eeticatea heve

been inoluded in the above noted anclosurss (A) and {#), and it is roquested
that, in their endoresment, ths Imresu of Yards snd Deoks provide such estimates.
I% is noted jhat enclosure (i} lists outlylug fieldw snd thome air stationg where
temporary Sype sieel magnsines, btased on lomds rather then nllowances, are Lo e
provided; encglosure () lists sir stabions whare permsneet $ype sagsyine facili-~
ties, boesd on sllowsnoss, bre reguested. '

Be

Only stetlions whare ne magnsines hnve previonaly been provided

sre included in thie program; the augmentation of existing magazine fseilities

Re 72

- /"""Uie
Zorey 177 e gy .

g())( //é'.?.
Lo lder A 27

whare nocesmssary Lo meet the reguiresmepis of the presenv plane program will be
i ject of sepurate corresponfience. o

) . : Ddf 1 T el S
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Folloving to be stael ”’*‘tm earth-covered magaziness

CONFIENTIAL

SINHOUY TWNOLLYN JHLLY (30NA0¥dN

ared W‘Wa‘l

| ZA=0he L ana/ fuonny .

High ~¥aze & Dot-SEall Thcendiasy iiert Forpedces
Explosives onater Arms technlos ‘ _
mlan’siﬁ Area SEEN , : :
A¥, Reykjavik, Iceland 11-207x50° h-lo'xm' 2.201x50% 1-20'x20' 1-20'x20' 6-207x50' 2-25'x50%with racks
 BAB Brunswick, Me. 10- * 3. ¥ 3. 1= % 1-20"x50' 6- * 1-251x30% * ®
- AAF lewiston, Me, 2- M 1- ¢ 1- * 1=10'%20' - = 1- & ———
AKF Sanford, Me. -+ 3 % 1-20'x30' 1-10'x10! ko1 1220208 ———
AA¥ Bockland, Me, 1-20%x20t 1- . * 1-1o'x10f 1 ® — 1-10'x10! ——
AAT Beverly, Mass, T - ¢ 1- ¢ l1-  ® - i- * ——
AA¥ Westerly, R.I. 2-201x501 1~ ¢ 1-201::59' 1-10'%20! e 1-20'x501 —
AAF Charleston, R.I. 2. 1- * 1. 1- ¢ : o 2. ¥ ——ine -
AAY Marthas Vineyard, R.I. 2 * 1 2- " 1- — e ® 1-25':30‘w1th mek-
B, Middle Atlantic Ares : -
NAS Atlantic City, N.J. 10-20':;50' 3-10':16' 4-20'x50' 1-20%'x20" - 6-20Vx50' 1-25%'x50'with racks
- AAF Rio Grande, ¥.J. 2~ 1- - * 1-102x20! - - S— o
AAS Monogram, Va. . B ® 2- ¥ 3- * 1..10'x10% - 3. * ——
AAS Chincotesgne, Va. 5- % 2. ¢ 2- *  1.20'x20! — 3= @ ——
_AAS Oceopm, Ya. - * - ¢ 1-20%x40!  1-10'x10' - 1-20'x30" ——
AAS Pango, Va, - ¢ 1- ¢ 1- * 1. ® - - * ———
AAS Creeds, Ya. - ® 1- * 1-20'x20! 1~ *® -— 1-20%x20t —
AAS Fentress, Va. 1- * - * 1-20'xli0! 1~ * - 1207301 r———
-AAS Manteo, ¥.0. - - ¥ 1-20'x50' 1-10'%20' 1~20'x507 N
‘AAS Harvey Point, K.C. 9. ™ 3- * 2. » 1-201x50" —-— h. » . 1-25'x50%with racks
.G. South Atlantic Area ' _ '
XAS Beaufort, 5.C. 9-20'x50' 3-10'x10' 4-20'x50' . 1-201x20! - B-20'x50' 2-25'x50fwith racks
. Caribbean - Panama Area o : : ‘
AAY Surinam 1-20'x20' 1-10'x10' 1-10'x10' 1-10'x10* — 1-10%x10% NS,
AF, 8an Julian Airport, Cuba 1- * 1- ¢ - - - 1- * ——
¥. west Goast Area ' :
AAS Camp Kearney Fleld, Gal, 2.20'x50' 1-10'x10' 1-20'x30' 1-10'x20! - 1-201x40! ——
AAS Otay Mesa Fleld, Cal. 1- % 1. % 1-20 !gg' 1-10x10! - 1-20'x50" —————
AAS Beam Field, Cal. S 1-  ® 1- * 1-20'xio! 1~ ¥ - 1-20'x30? —
AAP Salton Sga, Cal. l- 1- 1-20'x50" 1- - 1-20'150* ——
AAS Holtville, Cal. o @ 2~ * O 1-10'x20" - " ———
AAF(LEA) Pel Mar Field, Gal. 1-20'x20' 1. ¢ 1-10'x10' 1-10'x10! - 1—1__0'110' ———
AAF Vernalis, Cal. §-201x50% - 2- 2-20'x50' 1-20'x20! - 3-204x50" S——
AAF Grows Landing, Cal. 5- * 2 ¥ 2- - * - 3 ———e



| - SpINENTIAL
Following to be steol archk-iype earth-covered magazinest U IS R I
High Puze & Det-Small = FPyro- Incendiary Inert Rorpedoes
Explosives onator Arms technics , - '
¥. Vest Coast Ares “ | o - '
* AAF Sapts Rosa, Cal. " 3-201x5010 1-]‘:0'110' 1-20%x50% 1-10%x20" - 1-20tx50¢ ————
AAF Pasco Robles, Cal, 1-201x50' 1- o 1-20':30': 1-10'%10? o 1-20x407 D
- AAF Monterey, Cal. 2~ ¥ 1- ¢ 1-201250! 1-10%x20! - 2202501 ——
AAF Hollister, Cal 2 W 1- # 1- % 1«10'x10* - 1- ¥ e
AA¥ Cotati, Cal, 2. @ 1. ® 1- * - * - 1- & ——
AAF Concord, Ceal. 1- ¥ - * 1-20%x20% 1~ % - 1=20"x207 ——————
AAF Watsonville, €al 2. ¥ 1- * 1-.20'x50' 1-20'x20! -— 1-20tx50¢ T
A¥, Crescent City, Cal 2- * - * 1- * 1-10t'x20! — l1- * ———
AAE Shelton, Warxh, ' 2- ¥ 1= ® 1. ¥ - € —— - ¥ —————
AAS Mt, Yernon, Vash, 2. v 1- * - * 1- ¥ — - ¥ ——
AAS Arlington, Vash. >- ® - - * - " — 1- ¢ ——
AAS Guillayute, Vash. B ¥ 2 * 2= W 1-20x20" - 2- * o e
AAS Astoris, Ors. 3~ ¥ 1w R . " 1-10'x20! — 1- * ———
AAS ¥orth Bead, Ore. 2. * le ¥ 1-20'x40' 1-10'x107 - 1-20'x30! N
H. Alaskan Area _
AAF Yekutat, Alaska 1-20'x20' 1-10'x10f 1-10'x10% .1--10'::10t — 1--10';:101r ——
AAY Annatte Ialand - ® 1. * - 1- — 1~ - e
ALY Seward 1- ® - * b . ¢ -— 1= " -
AAY Otter Point ‘5-20'x50" 2. * 1-20'x50"  1-20'x20! — 2-20x50' 1-25'x30'with racks
AAT Cold Bay 10- ¥ 3 ® 2. * 1-20'x50? o 3. ® 2.25'x501 ¥ W
AAF Atkne 3- ® 1. * 1-201x20% 1-10%'x20! -~ B TR 1.-25'x301 # .
AAY Adak 5o % 2. = 1-20'x50%  1.20'x20¢ - 2- ¥ 1-25'x30f & ®

a1ed VAV

| Awale L ana/ Bromny.

SINHOHY TWNOILYN JHL 1v 030NA0Yd3Y




/ - Following %o be p ' :
- provided , :
/ _ as p?rmmng type megazines:
— CONFIDENTIAL
High Faze & Dot 8 - i |
e , Explosive mto: Det- Small Pyro  Incendiary Inert '
A, NHorth Atlantic Ar ~ . Aras_  sq. £%, E Tt Torpedoss
m Ssnta Barbara, Cal ' ' 000 }.—a‘j"x’jﬂawith racks
HAS Kemnewick, Wash. 5-25'x50" 2-10'x14! L4000 |
06AS Port Angeles, ¥ 6- * 2. * P 200 250 . 3000
) 2 es, Wash, . W 1-10'x7" 5.”_ 300 _ 00 ;‘25':50'%& racks
| S 50 — - hWoo- 2. ® &
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In reply address not the signer of
this letter but Bureau of Aeronautics,
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS

Refer to No.

CONFIDENTIAL WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM May 15, 1943,
From: The Board to Inspect and Review Progress of Aviation
Shore Pacilities.
To = Captain H. B. Salleda, Director of Plans, Bureau of
Aeronautics.
Subject: Naval Air Center, Alameda.
Enclosure: (A) Marked Sketches of Santa Rosa, Vernalis and Crows
Landing.
1. The Board has just completed conferences at the Naval

Air Center, Alameda, with particular reference to the provision of
runways for operation of heavy bombers (PBLY). The following
data is forwarded for information and necessary action in advance
of the Board's return to the Bureau.

(A) Senta Rosa.

The Board's previous report of the Naval Air Center,
Alameda, dated February 5, 1943, pointed out that it is desirable
that the two concrete runways (150' x 7000') be widened to 200°
and stabilized to an overall width of 300', making the side slopes
as flat as possible for safety. This was also recommended by the
Commandlng Officer of the Naval Alr Center by confidential letter
of March 19, 1943, to the Bureau of Aeronautics. Also, included
in that recommendation, is the stabllizing of the taxiways 10' on
each side and the relocetion of the side ditches. The extimated
cost of all of this work is $238,000. It is understood that this
is included 1in the May 1, 1943, list submitped to the Secretary
of the Navy. [
The Board coansiders that it 1ls more important now than
at the time of the previous Board report that these runways and
taxiways be widened, because of their contemplated use by heavy
bombers (B-24's or PB#Y'S) The marked sketch attached herewith
indicates generally the above described projects.

Re72  EoTAy (TA - L
Box 1163 o [degc 0P - ~27 (/) i_jwn;emc{vm:m]

i - AJ!.IO[{JI‘IV SIAHOUY TYNOILYN IHL L GIONA0NdIY
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In addition to the above proposed projects, the
taxiways should be increased in width from 50' to 75', and the
Board has requested the District Public Works Officer to forward
estimates to the Bureau covering the additional cost of this work.

The North - South runway (150' x 7000') is complete
with the exception of a 150! strip at the intersection of the
Fast - West runway. The Distriect Public Works Officer was re-
guested to complete this portion immedietely and to expedite the
removal of the windmill, end the power and telephone lines at the
south end of the runway, so that this runway would be usable.

(B) Vernalis.

Thie field now has one runway 500' wide which is
being extended to a length of 7000!'. There is some question as
to the wheel load which this runwey will support, but the District
Public Works Officer is of the opinion that it will be adequate
for operation of heavy bombers with adequate maintenance, and
recommends that operations be carried on for several months before
making a final dQecision. This runway is in the direction of the
prevailing wind, but data obtaired over a period of four months
indicates that there will be East - West winds for an approximate
average of 30% of the time. TUnder date of March 19, 1943, the
Commandant, Naval Air Center, Alameda, requested the installation
of an East -~ West runway 300' by 4000', and for a 50' taxiway,
but at that time heavy bombers were not considered in the design.
Commander Fleet Air, Alameda, therefore strongly recommends that
this new East - West runway be revised to 200' by 5000', with
wheel loadings sabisfactory for heavy bombers. New taxiways 75!
wide, designed for heavy hombers, will also be reguired, connect-
ing the ends of the runways with the warming-up apron, as indi-
cated on attached sketch. The District Public Works Officer has
been reguested to forward to the Bureau necessary plens and esti-
nates for this work. '

(C) Crows Landing.

This fileld is to he used for heavy bombers. There
are two conerete runways (150! x 7000'} with 50' taxiways, full
length, that are just being completed at this location. - The wheel
loadings are adequate, but the runways should be widened from 150'
to 200', with 50' shoulders, and the taxiways from 50' to 75',
with 10' shoulders. The Commandant, Naval Air Center, has already
recommended in his letter of March 19, 1943, to the Bureau, that
the additional 50' width in the runways and the 50t stabilized

m];ﬂ]; areq VHVW—’

| = ‘ ’ -
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Subject: Navel Alr Center, Llemeda.

shoulders on each side, and the 10' stabilizecd shoulders on each
taxiway be provided, at & totel estimeted cost of $642,000, in-
cluding the relocation of the side ditches The Digtrict Public
Workes Cfficer hes been requested to forwerd estimates to the
Bureau covering the additional cosgt of wicdening the taxiweys from
50" to 75', as shown on the attached sketch.

(D) Gunnery Areas.

Datz concerning the zccuiesition of gunnery areas has
been forwarded to the EBureau of ‘ferconautics some time back and
Cormeander Fleet iLir has requested that immediete sction be taken
to accuire this land. So far the station has not been informed
as to the action taken in regaerd to this mstter.

q—\

(F) lagazin

N

_ The WNevel Air Station is still uninformed as to the
number, slze, and locetion of magazines required in all fields,
including those Tor Sea Frontler Bases: Crescent City, fureksa,
and Sante Maria.”

(F) Tarszet Ranges.

Data for leasing target sites at Crows Landing,
Vernalls, ilollister, and Loveloc& hag been forwarded by the Com-
maendant, Neval Air Cenber, to the Bureau, under dates ol December
9, 19LZ, March 31, 1943, Merch 23, 1943, and Lpril 30, 1943,
respectively. The Center has nolt heen informed of the =zction
heing taken =nd recuests thet this matter be expedited.

Ze There are many other things that the Bozrd will
cover in its final report, but the above are the projects which
are considered urgent for the operation of B-24 bombers.

C%S%Q&QXQL§:>-:3:;—h.
I. M. MCUUI STON.
cc: Commender, Fleet flr, Alamedsa. :
Commandant, Wevel Ailr Center, Alameda.
Commender Perkins, Buler.
Assigtant Chief, Buler.
Commander F. A, Zunino, Buher.
Commuander S.T. Barker, Bolioer s

Lﬂﬂlﬁﬂ;squnv’ﬁjﬂéq
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Iiv reply address not the signer of
this letter but Bureau of Aeronautics,
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS

Refer to No.

Aer~-PL=35-LG

NA27(1)

CONFIDENTIAL | dlo

From:
To

Via

SUBJECT:
L1444

Reference:
()

(b)
(c)

(a)
Enclosure':

(&)
1.

WASHINGTON

The Chlef of the Bureau of Aeronauticse.
The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.

The'Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Dockse

Inspection and Review of Progreés at the
Naval Air Center, Alameda, Calif,

Buder 2nd end. to CO NAS Alsmeda, Serial
52832 dated 10 April 1943.

Letr. from CO NAS Alameda to Buder, NAR7-
80~-cl, Al-l, L1-2(1) dated 14 June 1943,
Conf'. letr. from CO NAS Alameda to Buler
via ComTwelve and NOB San Francisco,
NA27-80-cl, Al-l, L1-2(1) dated 3 June 1943.
BuAer letr. to BuDocks, Serial 101607

dated 2 July 1943,

(Herewith) '
Board Report #l4 dated 3 June 1943,

On May 12, 13; and 14, 1943, the Board to Inspect

and Review Progress at Aviation Shore Facllities inspected the
Naval Air Center, Alameda, for the second time. Enclosure (A),
herewith, 1s the boardt's report on deficlencles noted at the
various facilities under the Nawval Air Center. This report is
forwarded for the information of the Vice Chief of Naval Opera=-
tions via the Bureau of Yards and Docks for such comments as
that bureau desires to make on items under 1ts cognizance.

2. The following comments are made by this bureau on
the matters cormmented upon by the board in enclosure (A), para-
graph 6. Paragraph designations correspond to those of en-
closure (A).

(1) TFunds for the widening of runways and taxiways at Crows
Landing and Santa Rosa have been authorlzed.

) Funds for construction of an E/W runway 5000' x 200! and

(
FQP,VICTORY 751 taxiway at Vernalis have been authorized.
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Aer-PL-35-T.G

NA27(1)
CONFIDENTIAL
_SUBJECT: Inspection and Review of Progress at the

Naval Air Center, Alameda, Calif,
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(3) Comments on paragraph 4(c) of the board's report.

The Bureau of Aeronautics will make every effort
possible to process all projects expeditiously. Delays
in this bureau were in most cases necessary because of
inadequate information in the origindl request from the
fleld. The engine test cells, as originally planned by

L14493 the station, dld not include facilities for large size
engines. This bureau requested the Bureau of Yards and
Docks to have the Officer-in-Charge of Contract NOy=-5879,
New York, prepare revised plans. These drawings were
completed May 3, 1943, and sent to Alameda for approval.
No further delay on this project is anticipated. Similar
delay in approval of plans for the A&R shop extension at
Alameda was caused by changes in the plans felt to be
necessary by this bureau.

(4) Comments on paragraph 4(d) of the board's report.

This bureau acknowledges that certain delays oc-
curred in forwarding requests for the acquisition of
land to the Bureau of Yards and Docks for the required
action.

In the case of Watsonville, the acquisition of
land for the bullding area was held up pending a definite
decision to transfer facilities originally planned sat
Paso Robles to Watsonville. Inasmuch ag this bureau had
advised the Civil Aeronautics Administration to discontinue
work on the runways at this field during the rainy season,
the delay in the acquisition of land for the construction
of facilities was not considered seriously to affect com=
pletion of the project.

Requests for the leasing of bombing targets at Crows
Lending, Vernalis, and Hollister were held up in this
bureau as follows:

Crows Landing - Recelved from Bureau of Yards and
Docks 12 May and returned 24 Maye.

Vernalis = Received from Bureau of Yards and Docks
13 May and returned 2 June.
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Hollister - Received from Bureau of Yards and Docks
13 May and returned 8 June,

The above delays in this bureau were due to con-
slderable congestion at that time in the cognizant office.
Steps have been taken to relieve this situation. It is
noted that the above requests for leases from the field
were sent to this bureau via the Bureau of Yards and Dockse.
This unnecessary processing consumed considerable time that
would have been avolded had correspondence been forwarded
direct to the Bureau of Aeronautics.

Corments on items listed in paragraph 4(e) of the boardts
report: _

PROJECTS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD
Naval Air Station, Alameda

(1) & (2) Although this bureau believes that additional
barracks and BOQ capacity will be required at the
Naval Air Station, Alameda, sometime in the future,
on the basis of existing complements and capacities
it appears that additional barracks are not an im-
mediate necessity. Furthermore, in view of unsatis-
factory construction delays encountered in the
Alameda area due to labor difficulties and material
shortages it would be inadvisable to initiate ad-
ditional construction which is not absolutely
necessary at this time,

(3) The request for a public works shop, previously

. submitted for approval to the Secretary of the
Navy, was returned for reconsideration. By refer-
ence (a) this bureau requested the Naval Air
Staetion, Alameda, to restudy the station's needs
for this project, and submit information needed for
a more thorough justification. The bureau has not
yet received a reply to reference (a). By copy of
this letter the Commanding Officer, Naval Alr
Station, Alameda, is requested to forward the above
required data at an early date.

(4) PFunds have been provided for an ordnance office and
. additional pyrotechnic storage at this station.
flodigyom
PQ-"T‘\'*...‘V:";_,;“Q'_"_Q
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NA27(1)

CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT : Inspection and Review of Progress at the
Neval Air Center, Alameda, Calif.

(5) By reference (d) this bureau forwarded to the
- Bureau of Yards and Docks a request for the ac=-
dquisition of land for the purpose of an inland
gunnery range in the Fallon, Nevada, area. .
Funds for the development of facilities at the
Fallon airport have been requested by this
bureau.

Naval Auxiliary Air Stations

(1) By reference (b) the Commanding Officer, Naval Air
- 3tatlon, Alameda, asked that the request for gas.
service pits be deferred., It is felt that the
existing service pits supplemented by gasoline
trucks provide a more satisfactory solution to
the problem and that materials involved are no

more critical,

(2) " This bureau intends to recommend construction of
. necessary extensions to parking areas at Hollister
and Monterey.

(3) By reference (b) the Commanding Officer, Naval Air
. Station, Alameda, cancelled the request for oil
drum storehouses.

NEW PROJECTS RECOMMENDED BY COMMANDANT, NAVAL: ATR CENTER,
AND COMMANDER FLEET ATR ALAMEDA

Naval Air Station, Alamedsa

(1) The recommendation for additional office space for
the supply department as set forth in the board
report and as requested by reference (c) does not
furnish sufficient information on which to base a
request for funds. By copy of this letter the
Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station, Alameda, is
requested to submit detailed justification data for
this project in accordance with current Bureau of
Aeronautics directives.

(2) Funds have been provided for an additional open
. . storage area for salvage of material from damaged
aircraft.
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT ¢

Inspection and Review of Progress at the

Navel Air Center, Alameda, Calif.
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Funds have been provided for a salvage and re-
clamation shop for the supply department.

Comments on items listed in paragreph 5 of the board's

reporte.

(1)

(2)

(3)

This bureau does not consider the extension of
runways at the Naval Air Station, Alameda, urgent
at this time and does not recommend the diversion
of labor and critical materials from more urgent
projects. The existing runways at this field are
considered adequate to support present operations.

This bureau concurs in the remarks of the board
relative to additional landplane apron at this
station as set forth in enclosure (F) of the
board!s reporta.

The need for an additional seaplane hangar at this
station is not considered urgent at this time.,
WWhen the hangar presently under construction is
complete, there will be adequate facilities to
meet the requirements of the Naval Air Transport
Service as set forth in the latest Vice Chief of
Naval Operations directive. When information is
received from the Vice Chief of Naval Operations
indicating a need for an additional hangar this
bureau will take appropriate action.

As noted by the board, the development of facilities

under the Naval Alr Center, Alameda, has proceeded more slowly
than was originally anticipated. This has been largely due to
labor shortages and delay in procurement of materials, and to some
extent, delay in the preparation of plans and specifications, and
in the acqulisition of land.

Copy to:
Asst. SecNav for Air (with encl )
ComNavAirCen Alameda n

ComTwelve (less encl.) .
ComPfalilr Alameda (with encl.)
CO NAS Alameda (less encls)

0y

by g
.,Q.

~ FOHN Ci McCAIN -

")
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Ia reply address not the sigier of
this letter but Bureau ef Aeronautics,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C,

NAVY DEPARTMENT

Refer to No,
Aer=iA-33=-JS BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS
' WASHINGTON
CONFITENTIAL 3 June 1943
Froms Senior' Member, Board to Inspect and Review Progress
of Aviation Shore Facilities.
Tos The Chief of the Bureau of Aercnsutics.
Via: (1) The Director of Flans. '
(2) The Assistant Chief, Bureau of Aeronautics.
SUBJECY 3 Inspection and Review of Progress a‘b Naval Air Center,
Alameda, California.
Reference: (a) VCNO Conf. letter to All Bureaus and Offices,
Serial 0100240, dated December 10, 1942, -
(b) Conf. Board Report #l of Inspection and Review of
Propress at the Naval Air Center, Alameda, dated
February 5, 1943.
(¢) Preliminary Report of Inspection and Review of
Progress at NAC, Alameda, dated May 15, 1943.
Enclosure: . (A) Map showing I.ocaﬁion of Facilities Under the Naval

Air Center, Alameda, Calif,
(B) Copy of reference (c).
(C) List of Persomnel on Board, NAC, Alameda as of
May 5, 1943.
(D) Table of Design Wheel lpads at Landing Fields under
NAC, Alameda, Califormia.
(E) Wind Rose Data for Vernalis, California.
(F) Explanation of Projects Recommended by Comdt.,
NAC, Alamada, California.

1. On May 12, 13, and lh, 1943, the Board accompanied by
Captain G, H. De Baun, USN, Office of Viece Chief of Naval Operations (INC),
visited the Naval Air Center, Alameda, California. Conferences were held
with the following:

Rear Admiral W. K. Harrill, USN, Commander Fleet Air Alameda.

. Capte. Fo Re nccrary, USN (RET.), Commandant, Naval Air Center, Alameda,
and Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station, Alameda.

Comdr. T. @. Richards, USN, Operations Officer, Naval Air Center,Alameda.

Comdr. C. L. Macrae, CEG, USNR, Public Works Officer, 12th Naval District.

Capt. He C. Gwynne, (SC), USN, Supply Officer, NAS, Alameda.

Comdr, B, J. Connell, USN, A%R Officer, NAS, Alameda.

Lt. Comdr. J. S. Moulton, CEC, USNR, Asst. District Public Works
0£flcer, 12th Naval District.

Lt. Comdr. L. J. Archer, C USNR, Public Works Officer, NAS, Alameda.

Lte Jo D. Wadell, USNR, Staf:f‘ Commander Fleet Air, Alameda.

-1-
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SUBJECT 3 ' Inspection and Review of Progress at Naval Air Center,
Alameda, California.

2. The Board made a previous visit to the Naval Air _
Center, Alameda during January 1943, at which time the Auxiliary Air Stations
were inspected and the progress of development was reported by reference (b)e
The purpose of the recent visit was to supplement the previous inspection and
to revisw current progress. In addition, by request of the Chief of the
Bureau of Aeronautics and because of runway failures experienced at other
locations, the Board reviewed the status of existing landing field facilities
with respect to their adequacy for the operatiens of PB4-Y bombers.

3e With few exceptions, as noted on enclosure (D), the
runways of fields under the Naval Air Center have been structurally designed
to accommodate the high wheel loads of heavy bombers. However widbhs, lengths,
and layguts of runways are not adequate. Commander Fleet Air £lameda antici-
pates the need of at least three fields in the Alameda area capable of
supporting continued operation.of heavy bombers and proposes that the runways
at Crows Landing, Vernalis, and Santa Rosa be improved for this purpose.
Enclosure (A) shows their location with respect to other fields in the Alameda
area., The Board visited these fields for the purpose of assibhing in a de-
termination of the impw véments required to properly accommodate PBi=Y bombers.
After consultation with operating persomnel and after considering various
factors such as the comparative inexperience of pilots undergoing training in
PBY4~Y operation, it was determined that runways should be a minimum of 200 feet
in width and 5000 feet in length. Each field is discussed as follows,

+ Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Crows Landing

This field has two existing concrete runways 150!
wide by 7000! long with taxiways 50' wide which are just belng com-
pleted. The estimated wheel load capacity is 37,000 1bse In order
to permit continued operation of PBL4-Y bombers, it is considered
advisable to widen the runways from 150! to 200! with 50' shoulders,
and the taxiways from 50! to 75! with 10! shoulders. Aksketeh indi-
cating the scope of this work is included with enclosure (B).

,  -Naval Awxiliary Air Station, Vernalis .

This field now has one main NW-SE ruaway 500! wide
which is being extended to a length of 7000!', and a small NS runway
150! wide by 4000! longe. - There is some question as to the wheel
loading which the main runway will support, but the District Public
Works Officer is of the opinion that it will be adequate for the heavy
bomber wheel loads if the surface is properly maintained to prevent
infiltration of moisture and consequent softening of the subgrade.

The Board is of the opinion, therefore, that no steps toward recon-
struction of this runway should be taken unless operations over a
period of several months indicate its necessity.
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SUBJECT Inspection and Review of Progress at Naval Air Center,
Alameda, California.

Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Vernalis (Cont'di)

The main runway is in the direction of the prevailing
wind averaged for the entire year, but data obtained over a period of
four months, enclosure (E), indicates that there will be E-W winds for
an approximate average of 30% of the time. Under date of March 19, 1943,
the Commandant of the Naval Air Center, Alameda requested the installa~
tion of an E~W runway 300!'x4000! and for a 50! taxiway, but at that
time heavy bombers were not considered in the design. Commander Fleet
Air Alameda, therefore, strongly recommends that this new E=W runway be
revised to 200! x 5000! and that it be designed for heavy bombers. New
taxiways 75' wide connecting the ends of the runways with the warming-up
apron will also be required. A sketch showing the recommended improwe-
ments ie included in enclosure (B).

Naval Avxiliary Air Station, Santa Rosa

This field has two concrete runways 150! wide by 7000!
long with 50! wide taxiways, all nearing completion. The Board's pre-.
vious report, reference (¢), indicated the desirability of widening
these runways and the necessity for developing runways for PB4-Y
operation now makes this action almost mandatory. The Board now con-
siders it advisable to widen both rummways to 200! with 50! shoulders on
each side and to widen the taxiways from 50! to 75! with 10! shoulders
on each side. Side ditches should be relocated and their slopes
flattened to minimize chances of gccident. A sketch indicating the
scope of this work is included with enclosure (B).

Le The present status of completion of activities under the
Naval Air Center, Alameda, California, is as indicated in tabular form belowe
Station ' Planes Usable Date
Naval Air Center, Alameda, Calif,
T NAS, Alameda, Calif. - 2 ¢V Groups  Now
' I} VP Sqdns.
NAAS, Arcata 1 VB (Med.) 6/30/L3
NAAS,Crows Landing 2 VB (Large) 3/20/43 =
NAAS, Hollister 2 OV sqdns.  6/20/L43
NAAS, Monterey L OV Sqdns. Now
NAAS, Santa Rosa l, GV Sqdns.  6/20/L43
NAAS, Vernalis | 2 VB (Large) 6/15/L43 #
-3-
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SUBJECT 3. Inspection and Review of Propress at Naval Air Center,
Alameda, Californiae. '

Station ' Planes Usable Date

Naval Air Center,Alameda, (Cont'd.)

NAAS, Watsonvilie 2 CV 5qdns. Work not started.
NAAS, Fallon, Nevada |
(or Lovelock) 1 CV Group Work not started.
NAAS, Concord Daily 5/30/43
Operations
NAAS, Cotati Daily L/15/43
Operations
NAAF, Eureka (ETA & HTA) 9 Seapianes Now
2 ZNP
NAF, Hawthorne, Nevada o Now
NAAS, Paso Robles Abandonment
_ : Recommended
NAS, Mpffett Field, Calif,(LTA) 12 ZNP Now
: 15 ZNN
1 VB (Targe) _
NAAF, Mills Field L VI7 Plus  Now #
Coast Buard
NAAS, Cakland Airport ' NATS Now

# This date does not take into consideration the propesed improvements
to runways. '

# Work on Naval Air Tmnsport Service facilities not yet started.
Development of facilities at the Naval Air Center has proceeded more slowly
than was anticipated at the time of the Board's previecus visit due to the.
following factors.

(a) Shortage of labor in the San Francisco area.
(b) Difficulty and delay experienced in procurement of materials.
(¢) Delay in preparation of plans and specifications.

(d) Delay in acquisition of lande

(e) Need of additional projects not yet authorized.

.

oo

| .
i AJI.IO m SINHOWY TWNOIVN 3HL 1V 030N00U43Y
| 4200¢ L QY R




SUBJECT:'. Inspection and Review of Progress at Naval Air Center,
Alameda, California
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Discussion of these factors is given in more detail below:

(a) Shortage of labor in the San Francisco area.

There is an acute shoftage of labor of all classificatioens
in the San Francisco area. This shortage is principally due to the
following causes.

(1) Drafting of all classifications into military
forces.

(2) Inadequate rubber and gasoline allowances limit
- the distance from home which an employee may
travel to reach his job.

(3) Lack of housing facilities adjacent to certain
remote auxiliary fields makes it necessary at
times for men to refuse work.

(4) The local shipyards have drawn heavily on the
labor market by paying high wages.

(5) Wage determinations established by the Department
of Labor have in some instances been below the
current local rates.

The resulting shortage of labor has not affected the quality of con-
struction, but has unquestiongbly resulted in some delay. Every
effort is being made to recruit an adequate number of workmene

(b) Difficulty and delay experienced in procurement of materials.

The Board was advised that the largest contributing factor
in preventing early completion of work, aside from bad weather, was the
delay experienced in receiving clearance of critical materials from the
War Production Board and other govermment agencies. This situation
exists throughout the country due to the general shortage of materials
and equipment. It is believed that every effort is being made to se-
cure prompt delivery of materials through contact with the Priorities
Board of the 12th Naval. Districts

(¢} Delay in preparation of plans and specifications.

Approved plans and specifications have not been expeditiously
submitted to the contractors for construction. For instance, the con~
struction of the extension to Engine Test Cells has been delayed about
six months awaiting necessary information from the Bureau of Aeronautics
relative to mechanical equipment. Sufficient information is now at hand

-5-
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SUBJECT @ Inspection and Review of Progréss at Naval 4ir Center,
Alameda, California.

to permit continuance of construction of these stands at an early
dates Plans for the addition to B.0.Q. messhall, which was authorized
January 8. 1943, were not approved by the varicus cognizant station
authorities until just recently and completion is not expected before
July 1943. Practically the same situation obtains for the ASR shop
extension.

(d) Delay in acquisition of land. -

The acgquisition of land at various locations has taken a
considerable amount of time and has resulted in delays in cempleting
development. Information on the land in question was obtained by the
Board and is given briefly below. '

(1) Land for building site at Watsonville (35 acres)

Acquisition of this land was requested by letter
from the Commanding Officer dated December 9, 1942, The
Bureau of Aeronautics forwarded information to the Bureau of
Yards and Docks on 12 April 1943. Final action has not yet
been taken.

(2) Crows Landing Bombing Target

Acquisition of leasehold interest in this target
site was requested by Commanding Officer's letter of March 29,
1943, The Bureau of Aercnautics forwarded this letter to the
Bureau of Yards and Docks for action on May 2k, 19L3%

(3) Vernalis Bombing Target Site

Acquisition of leasehold interest in this target
site was requested by the Commanding Officer by letter dated
March 31, 1943+ The Bureau of Aeronautics forwarded to the
Bureau of Yards and Docks for action on June 2, 1943

(4) Hollister Bombing Target Site

Acgusition of leasehold interest in this target
site was requested by letter from Commanding Officer dated
March 23, 1943+ No action has yet been taken.

(e) The need for additional projects not yet authorized.

- There are a number of additional projects required in order
for the Naval Air Center to perform its function efficientlys Some of
these projects were recommended by the Board in its previous report,
reference (b). Others are new projects the need for which has now be-
come clearly evident., All are listed below with appropriate commentse

-
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SUBJECT 2 Inspection and Review of Progress at Naval Air Center,
Alameda, California.

PROJECTS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD

~ Naval Air Station, Alame'da, Calif,

Construction Collateral Total

(1) Barracks and messing facili- ) )
Ties for 2000 men $ 750,000 $120,000 $870,000

(2) Bachelor Officers!' @trs.(150) 96,800 27,000 123,800

(These items have been deferféd by the Bureau of Aeronautics.)

(3) Public Works Shop 150,000 25,000 175,000

(This item considered of first priority by the station.)

(L) Ordnance office and pyro-
technic sterehouse 27,600 . 3,000 30,000

(5) New Inland Gunnery Bange for
' "NAC, Alameda No estimate.

(Surveys of several proposed areag for gunnery ranges have
been made by the Air Center and representatives of the
Bureau of Aeronautics, but to date no site completely
satisfactory to operating personnel has been definitely
selected. )

Naval Auxiliary Air Stations

Construction Collateral Total

(1) Gasoline Service Pits | $ 51,000 - $51,000

(2) Extensions to Parking Areas 98,000 - 98,000

Hollistereeees...e$ 28,600
Montereyoooooooooo 70,000
(other parking apron extensions have been provided. )

(3) Storehouses 9,600 - 9,600

NEW PROJECTS HRECOMMENDED BY COMMANDANT, NAC, AND COMFAIR, ALAMEDA

Naval Air Station, Alameda, Calif.

_ Construction Collateral Total
(1) Additional office space for Supply . .
department $ 15,000 $ 5,000 $80,000

This project is to provide a building 75' x 100' of two-
story temporary type wood frame construction upoen existing
pile foundations. The present office spaces oceupied by
Supply are crowded with desks back to back and have very

-7
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SUBJECT : Inspection and Review of Progress at Naval Air Center,
Alameda, California.

little passage ways to permit accesss It is considered
that this is not a healthy condition either from the
point of view of permitting efficient working conditions
or safety in exit in cases of emergency. It would appear
that the workload of Alameda will not be lessened in the
near future and therefore additional expansion of the
force will be required.

' Construction Collateral Total

(2) Additional open storage area . ,
for salvage $ 9,100 - $9,100

This project is for the grading of an area 200! x 4OO!
to afford necessary handling room for damaged planes
and partss The Naval Air Station at Alameda has become
the principal peceiving activity for all crashed and
damaged planes, incldding complete engines and major
structural spares from the Central, South and Southwest
Paeific areas. The:amount of this receipt has grown
and will continue to grow with the progress of operations
in those theaterse. This material represents an impor-
tant source of operating spares and accessories as well
as critical metals which are turned back into upkeep as
well as new constructions in aeronautical operationse
Although a considerable amount of this salvage work is
carried on in open areas, the weights and types of
equipment used in its handling reqguires solid surfaces.

Construction Collateral Total

(3) Salvage and reclamation shop
Tor Supply Departument $ 39,500 ~ $39,500

This project is for the purpose of purchasing a used
ste. 1 frame corrugated iron building 60t x 200' which is
now owned by a private corperation in Oakland, Californiae
A new floor and necessary foundations will have to be pro=-
videds The need of a Salvage and Reclamation Shop is
equal in importanee to the need for additional area for
salvaging of material., Protection is required for the
salvaged accessories and parts reclaimed from damaged
planes received at the activity. Considerable guantities
of this material will be in the form of generators, car-
buretors and structural surfaces requiring disassembly

" and work in a clesed area and protection pending the
transfer to the AXR Department or movement of material
considered reissuable upon receipte
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SUBJECT: Inspection and Heview of Progress ab Naval Air Center,
' Alameda, California, -

Se In addition to the projects listed above, the Cormandant
of the Naval Air Center, and the Commander Fleet Air Alameda have recommended
the approval of certain others which are presented below for consideration by
the Bureau, Formal requests for some projects have already been submitted,
and the Board was advised that requests for the remaining projects will be
submittedidn the near future. Explanation of these items is given in enclosure (F).

Construction Collateral Total

Naval Air Station, Alameda

(1) Extension of wo runways -

northwest of landing field $ 812,000 - $812,000
(2) Additional concrete apron
west of landplane hangars 1h4},000 - 144,000
v =i (3) Seaplane Hangar East of
Hangar #L40 600,000 40,000 640,000
6. As. stated above, progress of comstruction has been slower

than was anticipated at the time of the Board's previous visit. Usable com=
pletion dates are in general from two to three months behind those anticipateds
Certain recommendations are offered below. '

Recommendations

The Board recdmmends that:

(1) Immediate action be taken by the Burean of Aeronautics to
secure authorization and funds for widening of runways and
taxiways at Crows Landing and Santa Rosa to pemit con-
tinuous operation of FBL-Y bombers.

COMMENT: The Board initiated this action by submitting
its preliminary report, reference (¢)s The Bureaun of
Aeronautics has requested approval of funds for this work.

(2) The Bureau of Aeronautics take immediate action to effect
the development of the Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Vernalis
for PBl~Y bombers as described in paragraph (2) above.

COMMENT: The Board initiated action to this end in its
preliminary report, referencé (c), dated May 15, 1943.

(3) Appropriate action be taken by the Bureau of Aeronautics and
the Public Works Offices of the 12th Naval District and the
Naval Air Center, Alameda to assure expeditious preparation
and approval of plans and specifications for new construction,

-9-
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(4) Appropriate action be taken by cognizant Bureaus to expedite
land takings and leaseholds required by Naval Air Center,
Alamsda.

(5) Action be taken by the Bureauw of Aeronautics to provide the
facilities listed in paragraph L(e) above.

COMMENT: Tt is noted that the Bureeuw has deferred action on
the additional barracks and bachelor officers! quarters at

the Naval Air Station, Alameda. This was done to make materials
and labor available for other construction at the station con-
sidered to be of a more urgent nature.

(6) Consideration be given to the authorization of projects
listed in paragraph (5) above.

COMMENT: Explanation of these projects is given in enclosure
Fle
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NA27/A1=1 ; Serial YD 1314

o4 SEP 1043

C5J
CONILDIENTIAL
Eng=l (Buliero's confe. ltr. Aer-PL=35-LG, NAR27(l), Ser. C-14493,

to VCNO via Budoecks, dated 9 July 1943, w/encls.)

From: Chisf of the Bureau of Yards and Dockse

Tos Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
Subj: Inspection and Revliew of Progress at the Naval

Air Center, Alameda, California,.

1o Forwarded.

2e The followlng comments are made by this Bureau on matters
commented on by the Board, Enclosure (A), Paragraph 6. Paragraph
designations correspond to those of Enclosure (4)e

1(a) Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Crows Landing

Funds in the amount of §852,000 for widening of taxiways
and runways have been released by the Secretary of the Navye. A
new lump sum contract for this work was awarded on 10 June and
construction will be completed about 10 October 1943,

1(v) Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Santae Rosa

Funds in the amount of {$903,000 for widening of taxiways
and runways have been released by the Secretary of the Navye. A new
Jump sum contract for this work was awarded on 19 June and con=
struction will be completed about 19 October 1943,

2 - Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Vernalis

The Secretary of the Navy has released funds in the amount
of $155,000 for the construction at this Station of an E-W runway
5000!' x 200! and a 75' parallel taxiway, based on using the same
type of asphalt concrete construction employed on the existing NWe
SE runwaye. The Bureau was recently Informed that this type of con=-
struction is not adeguate for the continuedoperation of PB4Y's
without excessive maintenance. The problem of runway design at
this Station 1s belng restudied in the light of recent experlence
in constructing runways for heavy planes,and revlised recommendations
have been made to the Bureau of Aeronautics for heavier type pave=
ments. Construction will be initlated in the near future subject

- to the approval of the Bureau of Aeronauticss
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COONFIDENTIAL
"Subjs Inspection and Review of Progress at the Naval Air Center,

3 = Progress

The Bureau 1s of the opinion that construction progress on
aviation activities in the Twelfth Naval District is generslly
satisfactoryes No serious delays have been experienced on any pro=
Jecte Present Bureau policy of closing out old cost=plus-a-fixed-
fee construction contracts and the accomplishment of new work under
competlitive lump sum contracts, requires somewhat more time before
actual construction can be sbarted due to the necessity of more
complete plans and specliflications thah were required under fixed-
fee contractse It 1s felt, however, that an exceptionally high
type of construction ls belng obtained and the initisl time lag is
generally compensated for by an earlier completion date. Construce
tion of aviation facilitles in the Twelfth Naval District 1s under
the direction of the District Public Works Officer, who is salso
responsible for the expeditious handling of much construction work
in the District for other Bureaus,

4 - Acquisition of Land

Every effort 1is being made to expedite the acquisition of
land.. However, all land takings or leaseholds must be approved
by the Bureau of Aeronautics, the Vice Chief of Naval Operations,
and Congresslonal committees, and this processing requires consid-
erable time. The necessity for accubate legal descriptions, meps,
etces, 1s obvious. By the use of written permissions of owners for
the Navy to enter on land prior to declarations of taking, actual
construction in the fleld 1is seldom delayed.

5 = PROJECTS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD

NAVAL ATR STATION, ALAMEDA

(1) and (2) = Barracks and Messing Facilities and BOQ:

The Secretary of the Navy has recently released funds
in the amount of $712,000 for the construction of
Barracks and Messing ﬁacilities to accommodate 2320
men and 1800 men, respectively, and a temporary BOQ
for 150 offlcers. This money has been released to
the field for construction; plans and specifications
are now being prepared, and a lump sum construction
contract will be awarded in the near futures

'2'
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5 = (cont'd)
(3) = Public Works Shop:

The Secretary of the Navy has recently released
funds in the amount of %150,000 for the construce
tion of d new Public Works Office and Shop. Plans
and specifications are now being prepared and a
lump sum construction contract will be swarded in
the near future. '

(4) - Ordnance Office and Pyrotechnic Storehouse:

Funds have been provided for this project and
construction is under way,

(5) = New Inland Gunnery Range, Fallon, Nevada:

The Secretary of the Navy has recently released
funds in the amount of $1,555,000 for the construce
tion of facilities for a new inland Gunnery Range

to be located at Fallon, Nevada. Personnel and
other facilities will be loeated at the CAA Airport,
Fallon, Nevadae Plans and specifications are being
prepared, field surveys are under way, and a lump
sum contract for construction will be awarded in the
near future. The use of the land for the Gunnery
Range 1tself has beéen cleared with the Secretary of
the Interior, as practlically all of the required
area 1ls public land under the jurisdiction of the
Department of the Interior.

NAVAL, AUXILIARY ATR STATIONS

(1) = Gasoline Service Pits:

In the baslc letter transmitting the Board Report,
the Bureau of Aeronauties stated that the construc=
tlon of gasoline service pits has been deferred.

To improve the tank truck loading facilitles, agdi=-
tional gasoline truck loading stands are being
constructed at Auxiliary Alr Stations, Santa Rosa,
Crows Landing, Vernalis, Hollister, Monterey, and
Watsonville,

-3-
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NFID .
S&%%: Egspeétion and Review of Progress at the Naval Air Center,

(2) - Extensions to Parking Areas:

(3) =

The Bureau of Aeroneutlcs has released funds in the
amount of $28,000 for additional parking area at
Holllistere Funds for the construetion of additional
parking area at Monterey have been included in a
request now before the Secretary of the Navy for
approval for $353,000 for incldental construction at
Auxiliary Air Stations, Hollister, Cotati, Concord,
Monterey, and Watsonvlille. If approved, this money
will be used to finance widening of runway shoulders,
relocation of dralnage diteches, additional parking
area at Watsonville, a small auditorium at Monterey,
and a small operations bullding at Concorde

Storehouses:

This item 1is covered by the Bureau of Aeronautics
in the baesic letter, '

6 = RECOMMENDED NEW PROJECTS:

NAVAL ATR STATION, ALAMEDA:

1 - Additional office space for Supply Department:

This Bureau has not yot recelved recommendations from
the Bureau of Aeronautics for the construction of this
projecte

2 = Additional open storage area for salvage:

This project is being handled by the Bureau of Aerow=
nautlics as noted in the basle lettere

5 = Salvage and reclamation shop for Supply Department:

This project is belng handled by the Bureau of Aeroe=
nautics in the basic letters

The propesed projects at the Naval Air Station, Alameda, for runway
widening, additional concrete apron, and seaplane hangar have been
covered by the Bureau of Aeronautics in the basic letters

ol
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(End-1 to VCNO)

Subjs Inspectlon and Review of Progress at the Naval Air
Center, Alameda, California.

CCs Asst. SecNav for Air,
BulAero,.
ComlZe.
ComFair, Alameda.
Comdt. Naval Air Center,
(NAS) LSlameda.
GO, NAS, Alameds.
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CONFIDENTIAL
(22816

From;
To:

SUBJECT:

1.
2.

2nd Endorsement

2= 0CT 1943

The Vice Chief of Naval Operations.
The Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics.

Inspection and Review of Progress at

the Naval Air Center, dlameda, California.
(Buder Conf. Ltr. Aer-PL-35-1G, NA27(1),
Ser. C-14493, to VCNO via BuDocks,; dated
9 July 1943, with enclosures) :

keturned.

It is noted favorable action has been

taken on most of the 'items recommended for accomplish-
ment in enclosure {4) of the basic letter.
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NUMBER i DATE

’ 9 April 1943
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50919 ]

N. aer.
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TAKEN BY:

NAS Alameda

LOCATION:

SUBJECT:

Aerial of AAS Vernalis
Celif., Al%, 10,000%7 -
F. L. 8,254, Looking
northeast, Filter Aero

Y

RELEASED FOR PUBLICATION:
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NAVALRR-LS

NUMBER

12 May 1944

TAKEN BY.

NAS Alameda

LOCATION:

SUBJECT:

145 Vernalis, Vernalls,
sg11f. F.L. 83", Aerial.

Looking north. Alt. 1500',

FID

DATE:

ISSUED TO:

D AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE

i

RETURN TO: . PHOTOGRAPHIC LIBRARY,
BUREAU OF ARRONA&ITICS




NUMBER DATE

10 May 1944

TAKEN BY:

NAS Alameda

LOCATION:

SUBJECT:

1AS Vernalis, Vernalis,
1g11f. F.L. 83", Aerial..

Looking south, Alt. 8500'.

VARLR-4)

DATE:

JSSUED TO:

RETURN TO: PHOTOGRAPHIC LIBRARY,
BUREAU CF AERONAUTICS
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