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AN I.NTRODOCT !IJ HISTORY 

The policy pursued by Spain in the Philippines as in Cuba, was 
arked by cruelty and inhumanity. Tyranny on the part of t he 

government, followed by insurrections on ·the part of the native 
inhabitants; then lib~ral pro~ises by Spain , a repudiati~n of 
these promises when it was believed that t he force of t~e rP
bellion had been broken; and finally a return to its former 
practices and the inevitable repetition of what had taken place 
previously • 

• 
The first open rebellion of he rilipinos against Spanish autnor
ity in 1896, originated in t e ('rovince of Cavite southeast of 
anila on the Island of Luzon and was confined to t 3e Tagals, 

a tribe which comprises about one-fifth of the total population 
of the Island. The revolution was led by Emillo Aguinaldo, 
a native of Cavite province who was said to be twenty-eight 
yee.rs of age, a Tagal with some education, much native shrewd
ness and considerable military ability.* The insurgents were 
not at that time asking f or indepen·_'; ence and did not at any 
time during this rebellion make any claim l or independence. 
They demanded a redress of grievances which were seriJus eno 
and of sufficiei..1t duration to warrL.nt a revolt . The insurgents 
ere poorly armed &nd when confronted or pursued by a Spanish 

force the Tagalog revolutionists would retire to their mouHtai 
fastnesses and remain there until there was an opportunity for 
another raid on the Spanish outposts. 

This state of affairs existed until the latter part o 
neither side making progress in the settlemeht of the 
versy._ Fina~ly, Primo de Rivera, uovernor General o 
Philippines, offered to grant the rc~orms demanded by 
insurgents, which uere as follows:** 

1. Expulsion or secularization of the monastic 
orders. 

2. Representation in the Spanish Cortes. 

3. Radical reforms to curtail the abuses in 
administration. 

4. Freedom of the press. 

5. General amnesty for all rebels • 
• ooo. 

1897, 
contrn
the 
the 

· *The Spanish-American ' 
**The Spanish-American 

ar, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of War, Page 343. 
ar, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of War ,page 3·:-... .. 



AN I.NTRODOCTI 

General Ri~era further agreed to pay the sum of ~aoo,ooo, 
(Mexican ~oney) to the insurgents on condition that Aguinaldo 
and thirty of the principal rebels would leave the Philippi 
Islands , not to return without t he consent of the bpanish 

overnment. These con:-liti )ns were included in a treaty signed 
December 14 , 1897, at Bia c-Na-Bato. This document proves that 
Aguinaldo was then making •10 request for j 'illpino independence 
and that he recognized Spanish sovereignty. 

The insurgent leader and thirty of his companions went to Hong 
Kong, China, December 27, 1897, and received half of the 
promised bounty, . $400,000. The remainder of the money wa 
never paid and the promised governmental reforms in the Philippines 
were not put in practice. As a result o.f these violated pledge 

nd repeated acts of tyranny, the insurrection again broke out 
in Luzon, early i n 1898 while Aguinaldo and his associates were 
still in exile. 

bout t he time War was declared between the United States and 
Spain, Aguinaldo went to Singapore. There he secured a con
ference with t he United .States Consul-General,~. Spencer Pratt , 
on the twenty-fourth of April, 1898.* At the conference wit 
r. Pratt, the insurgent leader expressed a desire to retur 

to the Phil'ippines for· the purp ·~se of assUT.lling co:n:nand of t ne 
revolutionary forces the1e , .J_od pro:.nised that if permitted to 
go to Luzon he would conrluct his troops in strict accordance 
ith the ru..1.es of modern warfare. Referri ng to President 
cKinley, he stated that he would lead his forces •as our 

commander would direct". Aguinaldo's request was communicated 
to ~ommodore Dewey, then at Hong Kong where t he Filipino 
revolutionary headquarters had been established and where t he 
ilipino Junta met and transacted its business . Members of 

that body repeatedly appeared at the American Consulate, re
questing that Aguinaldo be permitted to return to the Philippines. 
They pledged that t '1e revolutionary troops would obey the rules 
of civilized warfare,a d that their leader would obey unquestion
ingly the co!llmander of the United States force·s in the Phil:ippines . 
Co:runoJore Dewey granted Aguinaldo's r equest , but the latter 

.did not reach Hong Kong until after the American fleet had sailed 
for Uanila .** 

.ooo. 
*the Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of War, 
page 345. 
**The Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war , 
page 346 . · 
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CALI 

Upon his arrival in Hong Kong, Aguinaldo appeared at the 
American Consulate there and renewed his petition for per
mission to join the insurgent forces in Luzon. The insurrection-
ry forces w~re then estimated a't about a,ooo. Consul-General 

Rounsevelle Wildman at Hong Kong secured from Aguinaldo .a 
confirmation of the promises previously made and the same pledges 
ere later on renewed by Aguinaldo after be had landed at Cavite.* 

When Consul-General ~ratt conferred with Aguinaldo at Singapore, 
the original idea was to utilize Aguinaldo's servlces and pres
tige with the ar med native Filipinos. It was hoped t hat he 
could control these natives and thus prevent bloodshed uhen tne 
American forces should appear before Manila, and that in sue 

anner the lives of many Spaniards in the Islands would be 
saved. The result of the 0 ingapore conference was t he draft of 
an agreement between Consul-General Pratt and E~ilio Aguinaldo, 
submitted for t he approval of Commodore Dewey and subsequent 
confirmation from Washington. The essence of this provisional 
understandin£ was as follows: 

1. PhiliPpine independence to be proclaimed. 

2. An A!llerican protectorate over 
to be recognized on t he s 
ixed for Cuba. 

Philippines 
s those 

• Tolerance of all· religious sects but abolition 
and expulsion of all monastic orders. 

4. Spanish officials to be transported to another 
fe and healthy Island until their return 

to Spain. 

hatever t he actual facts attending the meeting at Slngapore, 
they have never been officially disclosed by the United States 
Gover~ent.· There can be no doubt,however,that Aguinaldo had 
in mind the independence of the Philippines, with himself 
President or Sovereign. It would be natural to suppose under 
the circumstances, .... .z:.t the policy of t he United States toward 
the Islands would be lLre that anno unced with reference to 

.ouo. 

' *The Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, 
pages 346 1 347. 
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Cuba's independence under the friendly supervision, and possibly 
the protectorate of the United States.* It is improbable that 
Consul-General Pratt made any promises for he had no authority, 
and Aguinaldo knew that he. had none. It is likely, however , 
that both Consul-General Pratt and Commodore Dewey believed 
that the United States would consider the agreement desirable 
and that it would be ratified at Washington. There can be no 
doubt that this was expected by Aguinaldo. 

However, neither President McKinley and his advisers, nor 
Congress were prepared to say yes or no. They knew little of 

uinaldo or the l''ilipinos, but they did know that no conditions 
xisted which-w~uld warrant the President in acknowledging 

independence or even belligerency on the part of the Filipinos. 
Besides this, the President himself had no authority except a 
a military commander during war, and could not pledge the course 
of the United States except as to the conduct of military affairs 
during the existing war with Spain.** Whatever Aguinaldo and the 
ilipinos might do while serving under an American commander, the 

United States would be responsible to neutral nations; and to the 
Spanish Government and the world for the treatment of Spanish 
citizens.. Apparently, what happened was that Commodore Dewey, 
and subsequently the commander of the American .Army, were given 
or assumed the authority to make whatever use they could of the 

ilip.inos against Spain as long as -the war was conducted in 
accordance with the usages of civilized nations . The proposals 
of Aguinaldo looking to the independence of the Islands apparent
ly received no definite answer until the signing of the Treaty 
of Paris. 

As previously arranged with Commodore Dewey 1 Aguinaldo proceeded 
to Cavite, where he arrived May 19, 1898, on the despatch boat 
•.McCulloch". The despatch boat was returning to join the fleet 
after filing at Hong Kong the news of Admiral Dewey's victory 
of M$y .first .*** Upon hi~ arrival, Aguinaldo im.rnediately assumed 
command of the Filipino forces in and around Cavite end 
permitted by Admiral Dewey to occupy that city with his troops • 

• vOo. 
*Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving 

Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving 
Campaigning in 

45, 46. 
the Philippines, 'by rl Irving 

au.st, page 44 . 
t, page :44, 45. 

ges 

****The Spanish
page 34'7. 

erican War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary o ar , 



e 1nsurrectors under the command of Aguinaldo numbered about 
30 1 000 and were allowed by Admiral Dewey to take possession of 
the two cannons, 500 rifles, and 200,000 rounds of ammunition 
captured from the Spaniards on May third. 

he report that Admiral Dewey saluted the Filipino fl·ag or 
officially recognized that flau or the insurrectionary "Govern

entu was repudiated by the Admiral and was not in fact supported 
by any evidence. The fear of bombardment of Manila by the 

ericans, coupled with the dispiriting effect of Dewey's victory 
over the Spanish squadron on May first, made it possible for 
Aguinaldo to soon gain several victories over the Spanish troops 
about Manila . With the arms and ammunition secured throug' 
Commodore Dewey from the Cavite arsenal, although there wer 
only about 13,000 Spanish regul.~rs in Manila, and the insurgents 
numbe .... ed 1ot less than 30,000, ... 1ey ·were neither able nor courage

to atte~pt an assa~t on the besieged city. This 
same Spd~.ish force subsequently surrendered to the American Army 
and Navv numbering scarcely 10,000 men.* 

Immediately upon landing in Cavite, Aguinaldo disclosed his pur
pose to establish an independent Filipino government w.tth hir.t
self at its head . On May 24, 1898, he issued .a proclamation 
in which he said among other things: "The great nation, North 
America, has come here to manifest a protection w~ich is decisive 
as well as disinterested toward us, considering us sufficiently 
civilized to govern by ourselves this, our unhappy land." This 
promise of independence made in the name of the United States 
was without authority, and was not given to Aguinaldo by any 
official under the United States Government. The first Philippine 
Commission reported later, that Aguinaldo freely admitted in a 
priva·te conversation with the members of his cabinet, that neither 
dmiral Dewey nor any other American had made any such promises 

to him.** 

On the eighteenth of June he issued another proclamation establish
ing a dictatorial government with himself at the head . In this 
paper he referred to t he independence of the Filipinos as the 
ambition of his life; and yet on the sixteenth of June, Consul 

illiams stated that Aguinaldo personally informed him that "his 

.ooo. 
· *The Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, 

page o47. 

· **The Spariish-American "ar, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, 
page 348. 
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friends all hoped that the Philippines would be held as a colony 
of the United States.• In less than a week, by another pro
clamation, he established a reTolutionary government with it 
capitol at Cavite, then convened a Provisional Congress on June 
twenty-third, using the name "Revolutionary" instead of "Dictatol)) 11 

and proclaimed a constitution. On the sixth day of August he 
addressed a message to the foreign powers, asking for recognition 
of the republic. 

General Thomas N. Anderson, with the first detachment of the 
United States Army of Occupation reached Manila Ba~r ,June twentieth. 
guinaldo was requested to evacuate Cavite, to r.rhic 1 request he 

unwillingly acceded, although the arsenal had been captured by 
Dewey. Here the Americ£n troops encamped as it was the most 
convenient and suitable place available for the purpose. I1 an 
official report, General Anderson stated that the Tagalog Ge1eral 
did not seem pleased by the coming of the land forces, hav~ng 
hoped to take Manila with his own army and the co-operation of 
the American fleet. 

A change in Aguinaldo's demeanor soon became apparent and it wa 
evident that his patriotism had 'been but a veneer to hide lus 
ambition. He moved his government to Bacoor, a neighboring town 
in the province of Cavite, and secretly threw every obstacle he 
could in General Anderson's ·way. The latter found it difficult 
to secure t ~ .. e necessary horses, buffaloes and carts for army 
transportation purposes. Even ".7hen he offered to pay for t hi 
equipment, t he natives replied, that under General Aguinaldo's 
orders they v;ere not permitted to dispose of their wagons, buffalo 
or horses. When the United States troops were attempting to land 
under most difficult circumstances, Aguinaldo made no offer of 
assistance, but on t he other hand, he assumed such an arrogant 
and hostile attitude that Admiral Dewey reported to Washington 
that General Merritt's most difficult problem would be how to 
deal with the insurgents under Aguinardo, who had become aggressive 
and even threatening toward the Americans.* The landing of t he 
second detacb.nient of United States troops under General Greene 
on July seventeenth was followed by a letter from Aguinaldo to 
General Anderson in which t he latter was warned not to disembark 

· *The Spanish-American 
page 349. 

.ooo. 
r, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, 
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AN INTROD(JCTI 

ny additional United States troops on Philippine soil without 
Aguinaldo's knowledge and consent. No attention was paid to 
this demand and the arrival of General 1Jerritt rlith t he force 
under General UacArthur, July twenty-fifth and thirty-first, 
did not tend to make Aguinaldo's attitude less aggressive. 

efore he left the United States, General Merr itt had been 
Pnjoined to form no alliance of any nature with the Tagalog 
In~urgents; hence his determination to conduct t he operati 
t.t:;ainst Manila without the assistance of Aguinaldo or hi 
forces. When General Merritt reached Manila Bay, Aguinaldo 
did not call upon him nor offer his services nor the support 
of his troops; neither did he assist any of the three expedi
tions ' in landin£ or providing transportation facilities~* 

here was no alliance or co-operation between the United States 
forces and the insurgents. Manila was taken without their 
ssistance or support. In fact on AugUst twelfth, General 
erritt addressed a note to the Tagalog general, requesting 

the latter to restrain his forces from taking part in the pro
posed assault on the city the following day and asked that 
they be not allowed to follow the American troops into the 
city. Whether AgUinaldo was unvdlling or unable to restrain 
his troops in their anxiety to loot is not known, but they 
did attempt to enter the city with the American army. D 
ing the period immediately preceding the capture of Manila, 
animosities between the Americans and Filipinos became more 
anifest. Aguinaldo was ordered out of his trenches, then to 

cease .firing and after the surrender of the city, the Filipinos, 
ith the exception of the commanding office~s,"ere excluded 

from the city while bearing arms. 

After the fall of Manila , Aguinaldo, at the request of General 
erritt, withdrew his headquarters and his troops from the s 

urbs of the city to a place about three miles north. To t hi 
General Merritt de...1urred and peremptorily 'ordered Aguinaldo to 

vacuate his new position by September fifteenth. In consequencv, 
Aguinaldo on September .fourteenth moved his force to Malolos• 
about thirty miles north of Manila on the Manila a'nd Dagupan 
Ra.ilway, where he established headquarters and the headquarters 
of his Provisional e:overnment, making Jlalolos its capitol • 

· *The Spanish-
549, 350. 

· **Campai.gning 
***Campaigning 

• ouo. 
erican War , by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, pages 

in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page ..se-; <J 7 
in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust , page 86 .• 
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The interval between the capture of Manila and the signing of 
the Treaty of Peace at Paris , December 10, 1898, was a trying 
one for the Americans . The relations between the two forces , 
which were strained from the beginning , now became aggravattJ. 
The insurgents continued to strengthen their lines which completely 
encircled the American position. The time was well employe 
by Agl:i.naldo and 1ls followers to discredit the motives of tne 

ericans and a Ieeling of keen antagonism founded upon false 
reports was fomented everywhere.• 

Under the terms of the Capitulation of Manila, the Spanish 
authorities surrendered to the American command, The Spanish 
troops, European and native, with the city und its defenses. 
There were in that nrea approximately 4 , 000 insurgent troops 
occupying fortified positions held by tne Spaniards at the 
time of surrender. There was no question as to the limits 'of 
the territory held by the Spanish forces at the time of surrender 
and no question that the insurgents were not included in t 
terms of surrender as · one of the victors. Under its terms , 
the Americans {11 ')ne succeeded to the Span:ish possession. 
This was the '!Jo e of contention. The insurgents insisted that 
they had a cl....... of rignts, based upon the assumption that 
they were allies of the American forces . They did not clai 
that they vtere allies by express stipulation or recognition. 
It was their clairn that their participation forced the surrender 
of Manila and that they had a right to participate in its con
trol, regardless of the terms of surrender or the parties to it. 

he insurgents surrounded the city except where the ~~ericans 
ere entrenched, holding most of the block- houses and all ~~e 

outlying Spanish trenches ~nd approaches to. the city. They 
lso held possession of the city water works. The business of 
nila depended largely upon its commercial intercourse with 

the interior of Luzon and possession, and retention by t he 
Filip'inos of so many points of strategic value was considered 
dangerous to the Americans. Aguinaldo's claim that he was 
not notified of the plan of attack on Manila was true, b 

s statement that he was not informed as to the time the 
ttack was to be made was fulse. Be knew of the · time, and 

planned to force his command into recognition at the time of 
the surrender of the city.** 

.ooo. 
, wThe Spanish-American War , by R. A. Al ger , Secretary of war, 

page 351. 

· **Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl I r ving Faust . e 105. 
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CALI 

After much deliberation General Merritt consented to the following: 

~. That as the insurgents had captured the water-
works, they should retain them. 

2. That the insurgent officers should be permitted 
to enter Manila with side arms. 

3. That the arms captured from the Filipinos should 
be returned to them when they lelt the city. 

Aguinaldo's reply to this was, that t he insurgents' vessels should 
be protected by the American Navy in waters under American control; 
and that in case the city or .Manila should be returned to Spain 
in consequence or the impending treaty, the insurgents should be 
lef't in possession of all they then held. General ~erritt left 
for Paris on August t hirtieth in compliance with orders fro 
ashington, leaving Aguinaldo's counter proposition unanswered. 

The question of joint occupation of Manila, however , had been 
settled by President McKinley in his positive statement ttJ.at there 
ust be no joint occupation by the insurgents. That the United 

States must preserve the peace and protect persons and property 
within the occupied territory. That the insurgents and all others 

st recognize the authority of the United States. The President 
directed General Merritt to use whatever means necessary to t~t 

nd-.* However, the aggressiveness of t he insurgents incre~se 
continually, their entrenching and fortifying went on and their 
show of resistance increased. Orders had been issued to the 
effect that there should be no interference with them as long as 
they did not disturb the A.!nerican lines or posit ions. 

General Elwell s. Otis arrived in Mauila August twentieth, and 
hen General Merritt was ordered to Parls, General Otis succeed

ed to the comn:and of the American forces in the Islands and there
fore took charge of the unfinished work of General Merritt .** 

hen General Otis assumed command, t he insurgents infested the 
hole city of Manila, but their especial strongholds were the 

Tondo, Paco, Samps.loc, Ermita, and I!alate.distr.icts . General · 
tis addressed a .letter to Aguinaldo stating the General's vie 

of t he situation, and closed by giving Aguinaldo notice to 
remove his forces from the jurisdictional l:imi ts of llanila 

.ooo. 
*Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 108. 

**Campaigning in the PhilippL,~.e s, by Karl Irving Faust, page 109. 
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E PHILIPPI 

by September fifteenth on penalty of being forcibly·removed by 
the Americ&.ns. 

From his headquarters at Ma.lolos, Aguinaldo demur.red and sought 
another conference with the Americans. In the conference which 
followed the insurgent leaders still professed friendliness toward 
the American occupation but wanted an agreement signed that if 
anila was returned to ~panish control, the positions the Filipinos 

then held would be restored to them. General Otis replied that , 
"If the Americans quit control, the Spaniards will be re-instated 
1n their defensive positiors .... .tl.. t _eir arms restored to them. n 
there was intense dissatisfaction on t he part o~ the insurgent 
commond with this dispositi:::m o.r ~. _e matter, but on the morning 
of September fourteenth they began to move in compLiance with 
General Otis's orders.* With the withdrawal of the insurgents 
from the vicinity of Manila there was no furt her immediate trouble. 

News of the signing of the peace protocol betv;een the United 
States and Spain reached Manila August 15, 1898. The third pro
vision of the protocol read as follows: "The United States will 
occupy and hold the city, bay, and harbor of Manila pending the 
conclusion of a treaty of peace which shall determine the con
trol, disposition and government of the Philippines." This pro
vision was precisely ~hat Aguinaldo and his followers did not 
want. The protocol was immediately circulated extensively 6.:Jlon 
thenative population·around Manila and was not only read but 
read between the lines. From this time on, t he attitude of t !Je 
atives toward the Americans changed from cool to frigid. Not
ithstanding this, the American patrol had no conflicts with the 

people. 

It soon became known to t he Americans that the insurgents out
side the city were being supplied with arms and ammunition. On 
the thirty-first of August the steamer "Abbie" landed a cargo 
of these supplies at Batangas and afterTJards a second cnrgo was 
landed before the smuggling .was detected. and the vessel seized 
by Admir&l Dewey. Shortly after this occurrence t he Americans 
noticed that the death rLte among t he Filipinos had become sur-
risingly large and the .frequency of burials led to further 

investigation. It was ..... b .. learned that t he contents of t he 
boxes w.hich were being carried through the American lines, 
supposedly to t he cemetery for burial, \7ere in rec.llty arms 
and ammunition. These arms and amm.unition had at so:ne prior 

.ooo. 
~ .. campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 110. 
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time been sec.reted in the catheJ:rals and monasteries by the 
Spanish authorities for emerge11cy use against the Filipinos. 
The natives had discovered the u.l. '.en suppl tes and ingeniously 
devised the scheme to get possess.Lon of them for use against 

• the Americans if necessary .* 

A commission appointed by President McKinley had been ror some 
time endeavoring to arrive at an understanding with Aguinaldo 
and form the basis of a settlement satisfactory to the insurgent 
leader and to the United States. The commissioners were General 
R. P. Hughes, Provost Marshal-General and Inspector-General of 
anila; Colonel Enoch H. Crowder, Judge Advocate General; and 

Colonel James .Lt. Smith of the First California Regiment. The 
ilipino commissioners appointed by AgUinaldo were Florentine 
lores, Ambrosio Flores and Uanuel Arguieles.. The American 

commissioners met the Filipinos a nUi.lber of times in the atte!Ilpt 
to secure a frank statement of their views regarding t he future 
of the Islands and their protection !'rom t he rapacity of other 
nations Wltil t hey were strong enough to protect themselves. 
It seemed thct ~uch protection could be afforded or..ly by t he 
United States establishing a provisional government which would 
lead up to a1 ~to~~omy as rapidly as possible. To this proposi
tion Aguinaldo refused to ·consent. Whatever patriotism was in 
his heart, his brain seemed fired by t he ambition to rule.** 

On th_e tenth of December, 1898, the treaty of peace between t 11e 
United States and Spain was signe~, .. hd contained in the third 
article thereof the fateful words: nspain cedes to the United 
tates the archipelago kno~1 . as the PAillppine Islands." 

After the signing of the Treaty of Peace at Paris the forces, 
under Aguinaldo could no longer maintain the position that 
the-d.r trenches were being strengthened to oppose the Spanish 
forces. Instead of withdrawing and peacefully awaiting the 
decision of Congress with :regard to their "Civil rights and 
political status" as provided by the treaty, the insurgents 

.oOo. 

, *Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 113. 

•**Campaigning in t he Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 115. 

· ***Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 115. 
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continued to strengthen their position ount guns 
It vas 
gainst 
- ecome 

uzzles pointing toward the American troops . 
that Aguinaldo intended t hat t he insurrecti 
should be transferred to the Unit ed States and 
for 'independence ."-

ith the 
ite evident 

Spain 
a demand 

On the twenty- f i rst of December , 1898, President McKinley issued 
proclamation declaring the sovereignty of t he United States in 

the Philippines. The .President also announced t he policy of t he 
United States with regard to the government of the I slands , until 
such time as t he Congress of the United States should . provide 
otherwise. The proclamation mentioned the responsibilities and 
duties of the military commander representing t he authority of 
the United States tn the Islands . . The inhabitants were assured 
of t he full measure of t he protection, and of individual rights 
and liberty which wa s the heritage of free people.** 

In accordance with t he President ' s instructions , General Otis 
issued a proclamation on the fourth of January, 1899, in which 
the i 'tlipinos were informed of t he benevolent intentions ·of t he 
United States toward t hem . The following day, January sixth, 
Aguinaldo issued a counter proclamation, ill advised and malign, 
charging t he United States with broken faith , and concluded with 
the statement that his government was disposed to ·open hostilities 
if the American troops attempted to ·take forcible possession of 
the Visayan Islands .*** An effort was made by Aguinaldo the 
fol lowing day to recall his proclamation of January sixth, and 
s ubs t i tute one more moderate in tone . In the second proclamation 
Aguinaldo confined his protests to General Otis ' subscription 
under the President ' s proclamation as "Military Governor of t he 
Philippines . • He stated t hat he had never :recognized t he sovereign
ty of the United States and t hat when he returned to t he Philippines , 
he did so for t he purpose of. securing the independence of t he 
people . He ~tated furt her t hat the army and navy of t he Uni Ad 
States had recognized t he belligerence of t he Filipinos and c on
cluded with a protest against t he intrus i on of t he United Stt'te 
Government on t he sovereignty of t he Islands • 

• ooo . 
"*The Spanish- American War , by R. A. Alger , Secretary of War , pt.~e 352. 
· **Campa:.tgning ln t he Philippines , by Karl Irving Faust, page 117,118 . 

***The Spanish- American War , by R. A. Alger,. Secretary of War, peke 
353. 
****The. Spanish- American War, by R. A. Alger , Secretar y of war , 
pages 3521 353. 
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The crisis was fast approaching. When Aguinaldo's manifesto w 
posted a larger percentage of the native population- q ~it Manila 
for the provinces and the insurgent army. The Spaniards sought 
afety in the walled city. The American forces doubled the number 

of guards , and the men were kept in quarters under arms .* The 
division of opinion in the United States regarding the question 
of acquiring sovereignty over the Philippines together with the 
encouragement received through letters and messages from certain 
individuals in the United States; and the declaration of General 
Otis that the United States forces would not be permitted to 
bring on a conflict, all conspired to give Aguinaldo what Admiral 
Dewey described at the time, as the "big head .n His own arrogance 
and that of his followers increased Lnd was expressed in repeated 
insults to the offi~ers and men of the United States forces. The 
Americans were taunted and openly charged with cowardice by t he 
soldiers of Aguinaldo. The patience und passive submission to 
these insults on the part of the American troops was remarkable, 
and tended to increase the arrogance of the insurgents. This 
condition became more intolerable with the lapse of time.** 

The military situation about Manila as it existed in Janue.ry 
1899 was not complicated. ~he natives had taken possession of 
all the old Spanish block-houses except those numbered a, 10, 
11, ~nd 12, which were within the general line of the semi-circle 
occupied by them. The American Army was disposed on a much 
smaller irregular semi-circle between the insurgent's lines and 
the city, and facing outward toward the insurgents. 

The object of the natives in any attack w~uld be to find a weak 
place in the American line, break through it and rush into the 
city where their compatriots were ready to rise and join the 
and begin an orgie of plunder and destruction.*** The object 
of the Americans would be to repel any attack that might be made, 
aintain their line intact, assume the offensive and pursue the 

natives wherever they might go, as far as that could be done , 
ithout exposing the city to an attack from a new c. rmy of Tagals 

which might spring into existence at any moment from the dense 
population of hostile natives . 

The natives had the adv 
arms for t .1eir infantry, 
good artillery, discipli 
itting quick re-enforce 

tage of overwhel 
but the Americans 
e and the shorter 
ent at threatened 

.ooo. 
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··*Cal!lpaigning !.:1 the Philippines , by Karl Irving aust, page 120. 

y of War, page · **Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger~ Secret 
355, 356. 

· ***Campaigning in the Philippines, b_yr Karl Irving Faust, pages 
125, 126 .. 
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the American fleet commanded all the entrenchments of the natives 
as far inland as they would carry, and really rendered any attack 
upon the American lines hopeless, except in event of a sudden 
rush and so mingling the men t hat the ships would not dare to 
fire. Doubtless this was what the natives expected, but it did 
not hapoen.* 

During all the latter part of January 1899 the two armies had 
faced each other substantially as described. The Filipinos were 
gathering their forces, organizing, drilling and fortifying , 
undisturbed by t ne American generals , who put forth every effort 
tq avoid cause of collision. 

Repeated and persi.stent efforts were made by Aguinaldo's forces 
to draw the fire of the American pickets. Although the limits 
of the territory under A~erlcan jurisdiction were distinctly 

arked and acknowledged by Aguinaldo,the insurgents entered far 
ithin the American lines and defiel ~.1e American troops to 

resist their approaches. There were two atte~pts made to murder 
erican pickets while on duty well within the limits of American 

territory, but neither was successful. During the first days 
of February 1899 a party of American engineers making a survey, 
several yards within the lines agreed upon as coming under t e 
control of t'"~e A.:nerican forces , was seized and the men taken t:o 

lolos, as prisoners without reason or excuse.** 

Finally at eight-thirty on the night of February fourth., bolder 
and more persistent than ever 1ntheir efforts to bring on a 
conflict, a squad of four armed biliplnos attempted to pass t he 
merican line near block-house No . 7 at the west end of the 

Santa Mesa bridge, and about 100 yards within the American line..,. 
The squad was led by one of Aguinaldo's officers who attempted 
to push back the Americar1 picket. Private Grayson of the First 
ebraska Volunteers challenged the Filipino and his squad and 

after the third warning fired, killing the Lieutenant.** The 
insurgents immediately ope·ned fire upon the American troops 
along their entire line. · 

.ooo. 
' *Campaigning .in the Philippines, by Karl Irving F t,. page 128 . 

The Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of War, 
page -357. 
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Aguinaldo had accomplished t,_at which he had so long conspired 
to bring about. He had succeeded in drawing the fire of an 

erican picket. The Americans had fired the first shot, which 
as the signal for an assault upon the Ame1~1can line along its 

entire length. That same evening Aguinaldo issued an order to 
the Filipino arrey- intended for European consumption. The order 
stated that he (Aguinaldo), had endeavored to avoid a conflict 
at all costs and had made every effort to preserve friendly 
relations w.ith the Army of Occupation, even at the cost of 
hu~illation and sacrificed rights.* 

The assault upon our troops on the night of February fow·th was 
entirely unprovoked by any act on the part of our military forces. 
It was premeditated and deliberately brought ab~ut by the forces 
of Aguinaldo. He took adva.ntage of a military situation in the 
Philippines and a political situation in the. United States which 
seemed favorable to the success of his schemes. The Government 
of the United States had broken no pledges with the lt'ilipinos, 
for neither it nor any of its r.epresentatives had made any promises 
~atsoever. The Treaty of Peace had not yet been approved by the 

Senate and even if it had been approved it provided, as it stood 
February fourth, that the "Civil rights and political stat 
of the Philippines shall be determined by Congress."** 

After February sixth, r1hen the United States Senate recomJlended 
ratification of the Treaty of Paris, the sovereignty of the 
United States over the Philippines became effective. It may be 
said that without discontinuance of the conflict the American 
troops were, subsequent to that date, employed in maintaining 
the sovereignty transferred to the United States by the treaty. 
They were engaged in suppressing those who before that transfer 
was accomplished, assaulted the forces of' the United States. 

The fire from the insurgent trenches, which opened upon the 
erican lines on the evening -of .February fourth, continued 

until midnight . The insurgents did not advance from their works, 
waiting, no dou.:>t, J.or co-operat.ion on the part of their sympathi
zers in the city -ho had been secretly armed and drilled and 

.ooo. 
· *The Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, 

pages 357, 358. 
-**The Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, 

page 358. 
-***The.Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of war, 

page 363. 
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ere said to nWlber about 10,000. The first attempt at concerted 
action on the night of February fourth was quickly met by the 
provost guard under General Hughes and resulted in the loss of 
about sixty insurgents killed and W·.JU..l'lded. At daybreak February 
fifth, the insurgents again opened their attack. Orders were 
given the American troops for a general charge against the 
enemy's works on the north, east, and south; and, although out
numbered more than two to one, the Americans carried the entire 
line of enemy trenches surrounding the city. When active hostili
ties ceased about five o'clock in the afternoon, the American 
.tooops had captured the reservoir and pumping station, San Juan 
del Monte and all the block-houses. They then held a line about 
nine miles in length. The navy rendered valuable assistance on 
February fifth, by shelling the enemy's works.* 

Aguinaldo's troops were severely pwllshed. They had lost Z, OOO 
in killed and WOID1ded~ The American casualties were ·about ~ o, 
few of' whom were killed.** The insurgents soon recovered, h 
ever, and began to mass near Caloocan about three miles north 
of Manila on the Ma.1ila and Dagupan Railroad. General Luna, t~e 
ablest military leader of the Filipinos, •ho was according to 
reports ,subsequently assassinD.ted by Aguinaldo's order, was in 
com..Ttland of the rebels, his troops numbering about 4,000. 

In a ·spirited attack, General llacArthur, on the eleventh of 
February, dislodged and drove General Luna back, but the small 
force available and the great length of o-cr lines made it in
advisable to follow up the victory. The rebels were aggressive
ly active in the vicinity of Manila, still hoping to pe nble, 
ith the assistance of their sympathizers within the A.merican 

lines, to capture that city.*** 

On February 15, 1899, there was issued from Aguinaldo's head
quarters at Malolos, an order to the rebels .in I!anila. The order 
prescribed ttl.Jeath to the tyrants, war without quarter to the. 
false Americans . • The exterDllnation of all individuals except 
Filipinos was enjoined . These com~ands were followed on the 
night of February twenty- second by an uprising inside the American 
lines, which was suppressed by t he prompt and fearless action 
of the provost guard. This endeavor cost the rebels 500 men in 

e Spanish-American 
pages l64, 365. 

, **The Spanish-American 
age 36-5. 
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killed and wounded. The American losses were insignificant. The 
attempted massacre or February 22, 1899, practically ended 
offensive operations of Aguinaldo's followers in and about Manila.* 

On February twenty-seventh under a flag of truce, the insurrectos 
asked for a conference, t;nd prominent Filipinos attempted to open 
negotiations with General Otis, but were met with a demand for 
unconditional surrender. The would-be negotiators withdre• and 
nothing .more was heard of the matter. Attacks were made by the 
Filipinos at San Pedro Macati, southwest of Manila on the second 
of March and at Mariquina and the pumping station west of JJ.anila 
on the fifth of March. Both of these attacks were repulsed by 
the American troops. On March seventh an attack was made on 
the insurgents on three sides and they \Vere rapidly driven back, 
leaving the country free between the city and the pumping station.** 

The position the Americans held at the ·water-!orks was much in 
advance on the westward of the general ~ine of the American ·army, 
and was greatly exposed to flank attacks from Pasig and the 
vicinity where the insurrectos were encamped. It was essential 
that the American position in that sector be maintained, and 
because of the repeated attacks on tne water-works there was 
a constant feeling of insecurity among the ~~ericans and the 
inhabitants of Manila. To this was added the easy means of 
communication between the insurgents south 'of the Pasig River 
and Aguinaldo's headquarters at Malolos. About this time t 'te 

erican army was strengthened by the arrival of additional 
troops from the United States, and it was dec ided to put an end 
to the existing conditions by driving the insurrectos out of the 
Pasig district. 

A provisional brigade was organized March 12, 1899, which ha 
since been known as "Wheaton's Flying Column." This brigade 
was placed under co~and of Brigadier-General Lloyd Wheaton with 
instructions to clear the enemy from the country along the Pasig 
River west of Manila and break all communication between the 
northern and southern wings of Aguinaldo's army. The operation 
of General Wheaton's Brigade continued until about March nineteenth. 
In one week all the insurgent positions that were attacked were 
taken and the enemy troops killed, captured or dispersed.*** 

.ooo. 
*The Spanish-American War, by R. A. Alger, Secretary of War, page 366. 
**Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 147. 
***Campai~1lin& in the Philippines , by Karl Irving Faust, pages 
148, 149, 150. 

-17-



CALIFORNIA VOLUNTEERS . AND TH$_fJg_LJ;.P~INE U16URRBC'!l.ON 

The Filipino losses during the week March twelfth to :Iarch nine
teenth were approximately 21 000, killed, wounded, and captured. 
Several towns in the di:ttrict were bv.rned by the insurrectos.* 

Raving been driven from th.e Pasig district, the Filipl~os massed 
at Ualolos, the so-called capitol where Aguinaldo still had his 
headquarters . Some sort of civil government vas being maintained 
there with a Congress and Executive Department-s under the title 
of the "Revolutionary Government;n Funds were derived from a 
revenue system which, including customs and a poll tax, was 
rigidly ~nforced in all parts of the territory held by the in
surrectionists. There were also large donations, voluntary or 
enforced, · from wealthy F1l1p1noa. The funds ·SO ruised were used 
for t he purchase of arms ·and amrnu11i tion obtained from foreign 
sources. The American fleet was insufficient to entirely pre
vent the landing of these supplies. 

The strength of the insurgent army was not well known at the 
time, but was estimated at about 301 000 men. It was generally 
believed by the Americ~ans, that with sufficient force, the rebel 
army could be surrounded and captured, and with tne capture of 
Aguinaldo there was a likelihood that t r1e rebellion would end.' 
.At least it. would be possible to dislodge and disperse the rebel 
army and capture the capitol, which r.p.ight end the trouble, 
even without the cap'\lure of Aguinaldo. Thus, M.alolos was the 
obJective of the American army und preparations were made to 
that end. !here was constant guerilla warfare along the whole 
line of the A1nerican army, on the march northward, but no gen~ 
eral engagement between large bodies of troops. 

However, on t he night of ltarch thirtieth,. the AmericEu s sighted 
the rebel trenches at Santa Isabel, the western suburb of Malolos. 
Shortly after dawn on March thirty-first,t:1e Amertcans advanced 
toward the enemy trenches and at six-thirty A.M.. the Filipinos 
opened fire. · The fire was not hearJ nor long continued• and it 
was soon evident that Ma.lolos was being evacuated by the rebels. 
Smoke and flames were seen issuing from Aguinaldo's palace aud 
the h<Juse of the Filipino Congress. Malolos was eaptured by the 
Americans with scarcely any resistance.** 

.oOo. 
·*Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, pages l5l, 
155. 

· **Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 168. 
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PHILIPPI 

For some weeks after the capture of the insurgent capital by the 
ericans,there was but little change in the positions of the 

opposing forces. The insurrectos established new headquarters 
at Calumpit a few miles further back and seemed as active as 
ever. Aguinaldo moved his capital to San Isidro, about thirty 
iles north of Malolos. The insurgents confronted the American 

lines just as they had previously confronted .them at Caloocan. 
enever the Americans appeared in force the insurrectos retired. 
en the Americans fell back the insurgents returned. Malolos 

and the railroad line south to Manila were, after their capture, 
held continuously by the Americnn forces. 

At this juncture, the Government at Washington took official 
cognizance of the conditions existing :in the Philippines and 
on April 11, 1899, the War Departmen published an order declar
ing that a state of insurrection existed in t '1e Philippine 
Islands.* This meant that ' instead of a passive resistance to 

· the hostile Aguinaldo and his followers, the United States 
would assume an aggressive attitude and prosecute the guerilla 
warfare practised by the insurgents until the latter should be 
subdued. 

bout·this time General H. G. Otis resigned his command and 
returned to the United States. He was succeeded, in the co~and 
of the First Brigade by General Lloyd Wheaton, on the second of 
April, 1899. The regiments of General Wheaton's Brigade were 
partly in Manila and partly scattered along· the line of the 
railroad on guard duty.** On April eleventh General Wheaton 
received a despatch from Bigaa that the rebels had attacked 
in force at Bocaue on the American ~ine of communication. Gen
eral Wheaton immediately deployed a force of 400 men along the 
railroad track and a spirited encormter took place at Bocaue 
where the insurgents suffered severe losses and were driven in 
the direction of Santa Maria. The following day a move was 
made upon Santa· Maria by the Americans and the insurgents fled 
to the north and east. The Amer.icans pursued but were unable to 
overtake the fleeing rebels. It was learned from prisoners and 
Spanish refugees that the attack upcm the American line of co 
!cation was made under the direct orders and supervision of AgUi
naldo who was at Santa Maria on that date.*** 

.ooo. 
*A list complied by.the War Department, showing the time spent 
by the United States in War from 1775-1921. 

· **Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 176. 
***Cam~aigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 177. 
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In the latter part of April, General MacArthur was instructed to 
renew the pressure upon the insurrectos at Calumpit and San 
Fernando which had become their headquarters. The First Brigade . , 
under command of General Wheaton,and the Second Brigade under 
General Hale1 were i~~ediately dispatched toward Cal~npi' to 
execute these orders. A large £orce of Filipinos was encountered 
by General Hale's Brigade at ((uingua., five miles nort~1easterly 
from Malolos and a sharp engagement took place there. The Filipino 
losses amounted to about 250 and the American loss was six men. 
Severe fighting also took place at Calumpit when the A!Ilerican 
reached t hat town April twenty-fifth. The insurgents retreated 
as usual, but before d·:>ing so set fire to the buildings of the 
town and had torn up about a mile of railroad track. 

The Americans rested at Cal~pit until the second of May, when 
preparat:ions were begun for the advance on San Fernando. The 

ovement toward the latter place was begun May fourth with 
General. MacArthur in co!lliiland. San l''ernando was occupied by a 
surprisingly small force of insm-gents und the AlJlericuns took 
possession of the town on the fifth of May without meeting 
serious opposition. The railroad station, church, and a numbe 
of buildings in that vicinity had been our.ed by the insurrecto ... , 
but the greater part of the town was uninjured. 

0.1 the sixteenth of May 1899, General Frederick I unston was 
·assigned to co~and the First Brigade, Second Division~ at San 
Fernando, relieving General Wheaton, nssu.Jing co . .mnnd on April 
twenty-second.* The insurrectos attacked the American position 
at San Fernando May twenty-fifth, May twenty-sixth, June third, 
and June sixteenth, but made no advance. Ten Americans were 

oumded in these raids. 

hen Gener ls .~ale , Otis, and Wheaton moved north, General H• ~1 
remained in e province of Manila guarding the water-~orks .. ~1d 
meeting the annoying attacks of the insurgents. General Lawton 
had relieved General Anderson in command of the First Division 
a .1d General Hall was directed to make a movement southwest fr 
the pu~ping station. On the morning of June 3, 18991 General 
Hall's column crossed the San llateo River and proceeded in the 
direction of Morong . The Filipinos made a vigorous resistance 
at Taytay, but were soon overcome and fled to the mountains. 
At Morang the Filipinos made another stand, but the contest 
ended with the evacuation of the town~** 

.ooo. 
*Campa1:gning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 193. 

, **Campaigning ·in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 196. 
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hile the Second Division under General MacArthur was engaged 
north of the Pasig River in its move against the insurgent's 
capital,tle First Division, operating south of the Pasi.;,was 
occup! J ~:rith a. series of expeditions. The object of t' ,ese 
expeditions was to explore the country, dispose of scattered 
bands of insurgents and to capture cetain supplies intended for 
the rebel army; Also, if possible with the force available, 
the permanent occupation of the country visited. There had 
been no military reason for the continued occupation of Camp 
Dewey or any of the country between llanila and the peninsula 
of Cavite after the surrender of .Manila. T-he small size of 
General Otis force , therefore, compelled him to contract his 
lines so as to include only Manila and a small district about 
it. As a consequence, all the bay shore and the com1try between 
the American lines and -Cavite was promptly occupied by the 
insurgents. 

The first expedition undertaken in this direction was toward the 
towns ~long the shore of the large lake kno\7n as 11Lag'una de Bay 
of which the Pasig River is the outlet. The distance from 
!anila to the lake at the outlet is about ten miles, the country 
betweF."l consisting of a beautiful rolling country, higher than 
the. low marshy ground immediately surrounding Manila. The dis
trict was densely populated and very wealthy. The principal 
towns were along the shore of the lake, from which products 
ere transported to Manila by water. The poss~sslon of so 

populous and wealthy a district wus of utmost importance to 
Aguinaldo, not only as a source of supplies, but as 'affording 
a point from which to make flank attacks upon the American 
advanced posts at and near the water-works. 

The special objects of the first expedition were three in n~ber 

l. To secure several launches and c 
in possession of the insurrectos, 
off the town of Santa Cruz, their 
fortress on the lake. 

cos still 
and to cut 
ost northerly 

2. To distribute the proclamation issued by the 
American commissioners and , 

3. To sweep back overland, and in conjunction 
i'th General Olenshine's command, to crush 

the enemy at Paranaque south of Manila.** 

.ooo. 
Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust , page ~97. 
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CALI 

The first two objects were successfully attained but t he t hird 
was delayed by t he recull of t he expedition to Manila after eight 
days for other military m)vements. The expedition set out April 
eighth an~ was recalled April 15, 1899. 

Upon his return f r om. the l ake expedition, Genera l .uawt on wa s 
im~ediately directed to prepare for an expedition on a larger 
scale extending into the ~ountry immediately west of t hat occupied 
by General MacArthur. Starting f::-'J.rn .:!anila a ma in road run 
northerly, deflecting slightly to the west. General Lawton was 
to advance· along t he general directi~ ~ of this road. West of the 
Rio G~ande River north of Calumpit, lay an extensive swamp known 
as the "Swamp of Candaba". This swamp was inter~ected in several 
directions by roads built through it, but otherwise was impassable. 
General MacArthur's 'JUerations had been conducted east of t he 

wamp, while t he rot..te marked out for General .Wawton's colu."Tlll 
lay west of it.* ·The plan of t he expedition contemplated th~ advance 
of t he column on what appeared on the m&ps to be a road t hrough 
ovaliches and San Jose to Norzagaray, v1here a large insur gent 

force was reported to ho.ve t heir headquarters. J unction was to be 
de at Norzaga.ray with another column of American troops 1.,200, 
rching from .uocave through Santa Iaiaria. San Miguel was supposed 

to be another insurgent stronghold and the rendezvous of the forces 
to be defeated. 

The combined mJve~ents of t hese field dlvisi ?ns, even t hough unable 
to secure a decisive action against t he northern insurgent army, 

ould at least drive the Tagalogs farther north into provinces 
hose inhabitants were reported to be unfriendly to t he insurrec

tion. On t he twenty-second of April, t he Americans occupied 
ovaliches, on the twenty-fourth San Jose was ,. aken and on th 

first of May the troops took possession of San Rafael which was 
found deserted by the insurgents .. ** On t he second \lf May the towns 
of Bust.os and Baliuag were occupied and &s i n t he other towns, the 
insurgent troops had retreated t:nd the inhabitants had fled. There 
ere frequent skirmishes with t he enemy during t he advance but no 

determined stand was made by the Tagals. 

Soo11 after the occupation of Bali uag me.ny of t he natives returned 
to their homes. These people stated t hat t hey had received re
ports from other natives t hroUJh·\those territ0ry t he Americans 
had passed that the Americans were gene1·ous and humane, so t hey 
retur·ncd to ask for food, claimi ng to have none. There was a 
large quantity of pilai or unhulled rice stored in t he town, and 

.ooo. 
' *Campaigning in t he Philippines, by rl Irv.ing Faust, page 2'07. 

**Campaigning in t he Philipp i nes, by Karl Irving Faust, pane 215. 
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this was distributed to the hungry natives. Strict orders were 
enforced prohibiting the departure of any one from the town to
ward the north, to prevent the conveyance of stores to the enemy. 
All who wished to do so were permitted to enter the towns. 

On May fourth, the town of Maasim on the Baliuag-San Miguel road 
was taken by the Americans after an engagement lasting about an 
hour, the enemy retreating toward San Miguel. The search for 
enemy stores in the tow·ns Loccupied by the expedition so far , "!ad 
resulted in the finding of lOO:POOO bushels of rice and 1.60 co.~.1s 
of' sugar. San Ildefonso was next occupied by the American troops and 
·and on May thirteenth they took possession of San Miguel. With 
the exception of Baliuag, San Miguel was the most important to 
occupied thus far by the expedition. There v1ere many handsome 
residences and other evidences of wealth there, and with the ex
ception of a very few, the people had deserted their homes and 
fled to the mountains. Many returned as soon as the Americans 
arrived and the insurgents had fallen back toward San Isidro. 

General ~awton's expedition reched San Isidro May seventeenth. 
Arrangements were there made for the safe conduct ·Of General 
Gregorio del Pilar and three other members of the ~ilipino peace 
co~mission who desired to go to Manila for conference with the 
Ame;.~ican co:n~ission with a view to the termtnCJ.tion of hostilities.* 
On the morning of May 20& 1899, the entire co::!!land left San Isidro 
proceeding dovrn the Rio rande River toward Candaba where they 
arrived Uay twenty- second without incident, ~nd telegraphic co~~~-
unication with Manila was again secured. On the twenty- third, 

orders were received from the Corp's co~ander breaking up the 
expedition. General Lawton returned to Manila, some of the troops 
were ordered to report to General MacArthur and the remainder 

ere ordered to return to Manila. 

General Lawton was then assigned to the co:nmand of a-: expedition 
against the insurgent forces in the vicinity of Para1. que, south 
of Manila. On the morning of June tenth, the command .eft San 
Pedro Mocati and moved in the direction of Paranaque by way of 
Guadalupe. After a difficult march over the low wet col!rttry 

1der a burning sun, the expedition occupied Paranaqoe, :.."'l.y 
eleventh. Sever~l bands of hostile natives were encJU':'ltered on 
the march .from San Pedro 14ocati, but the Americans sm·fered no 
severe losses. Early on the thirteenth the Americans proceeded 

.ooo .. 

Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, page 228. 

-2Z-



toward Bacoor and encountered a large force of insurgents . Tne 
enemy was found too strong for the ~~ericans and the latter were 
forced to vrtthdraw a short distance and await re-enforcements. 

hen the re-enforcements were brought up a hot battle ensued 
, .. ich developed into the most severe engagement since hostilities 

with the Filipinos began. · 

The main attack was at ~apote Bridge where the Filipinos had dug 
enormous trenches along the Bacoor side of the river und had burn-

. ed the planking in the middle of the bridge to prevent the .Americ 
from crossing. When the Americans reached the river bank a heavy 
fire was poured into the enemy trenches and it was not long befor 
the rebels broke and ran. The insurgents had a second li~e of 
trenches half a mile away where they made another stand , nd within 
half an h•.)ur firing v1as resu:ned by the rebels fr~m this :ine. 
Fresh troops were hurried across the river by the Americans an· 
the enemy soon fled . ** 

After the engage:nent at Zapoet Bridge the Filipi!tOS retreated to 
the strongly fprtified town of Imus a fen miles south of Bacoor, 
the shelling by the American warships having driven them fro 
that locality. By these operlltions, the A'llericans gained cont:t·ol 
of several miles of coast and the enemy entrenchments facing the 

erican' s south line had been cleared . Bacoor was entered and 
Imus was ~ccupied by the Americans on the eighteenth of June. 
The enemy then threatened an attack from Dasmarinas , eight miles 
south. On the nineteenth a spirited conflict took place along 
the road between Imus and Dasmarinas. The enemy, about 2 1 500 
strung were overco::ae and fled toward Dasmarlnas . Later the same 
day, the Americ&ns advanced and Dasmarinas was occupied,~ the 
enemy forces having been enti-cly ispersed. In this series of 

erations the insm·gents wert' driven from the country in the 
vicinity of Manila Bay and the. C01.4ltry north of Manila . Their 
losses during the operations were estimated at 2 , 000. 

The picture of the situation in the Philippines from 1898 to 1900 
ould not be co:nplete wlthout a description of the Visayan group 

of Islands .and the events leading to their occupation by the 
Americans . 

.ooo. 
*Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust , page 237. 

**Campaigning in the Philippines, by Kc.:.rl Irving Faust , pag.e 238. 

***Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust , paae 240. 
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The principal islands of tbe Visayan group are Panay, Cebu and 
egros. The population of Panay was 781,325; that of Cebu, 

504,076; and that of Negros, 321,777. The total population of 
the whole Visayan group was 2 1 384,142. The people of these island 
were closely affiliated and had organized what was known as the 
nVisayan Republic" with Iloilo as its capital. The governments 
of the different islands, however , were practically independent.* 
The climate there is delightful and the soil is well adapted to 
nearly all br nches of agriculture. 

On December 24, 1898, General Ot.s had issued an order creating 
the nSeparate Brigade" and h~~ a signed the command to General 
arcus P. Miller. General Miller was to proceed to Iloilo on 

t~e Island of Panay and there execute whatever instructions he 
ignt receive from headquarters. · 

The expedition under General Miller left Manila December 26, 
1898. On arrival.at Iloilo it was found t hat the Spanish garrison 
had withdrawn and that the city was in possession of the insurgent ... 
On the .morning of February 11, 1899, after bombardment of the 
insurgent positions, the American troops landed nnd took possession 
of the city. There was a rebellious spirit in the Island and 
there were several skirmishes bet~een the American troops and the 
natives~ There were also occasional outpost skirmishes with 
rauding bands who infested the country. However, by April 10, 
1899, the situation on the Island was well in the hands of the 
Americans and the administration of civil affairs proceeded with 
but little friction.** · 

After establishing American authority at Iloilo, General lUl.l.er 
proceeded immediately to the Island of Cebu where the expedition 
arrived February 17, 1899. Upon learning of the approach of the 

ericans, there was a stormy meeting of the natives of Cebu. 
The younger men advised the burning of the city of Cebu and 
opposing the Americans, but the counsel of the older heads pre
vailed and on February twenty-first it was agreed to yield to 
superior forces and surrender the city under protest althou~l 
the natives stated that they had no orders from Aguinaldo to co 
so. On February twenty-second the Stars and Stripes were hoisted 
at Cebu. On February twenty-eighth the natives demurred to the 
occupation of the territory outside . of the city of Cebu by the 
Americans, but the objections were finally overcome. Order was 
established and there was peace on the Island.*** 

.oao. 
· *Campaigni 

242. 
in the Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, pages 241, 

·**Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irvin 

***Campaigning in the Philippines, by Karl Irvin 
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The American occupation of the Island of Negros was similar in 
character to that of Cebu except that the local authorities in 

egros were more amiable and more heartily in accord w.ith 
er!can domination than those of Panay and Cebu. The inhabit

ants of Negros had practically overturned all Spanish authority 
and on November 12, 1898, had established a provisional govern

ant. Preceding American occupation of Negros,.a deputation 
composed of many of the representatives of the Government, in
cluding its president, waited upon General Otis in llanila and 

pressed a desire to co- operate in the. amicable establishment 
of American rule on the Island. So hearty was this desire, t hat 
previous to the arrival of the Americans, the Stars and Stripes 
had been raised by the Natives. 

The subsequent arrival of the Americans was di stinguished by an 
ovation. Colonel James F •. Smith of the First Infantry Re 1 :lei\t, 
California Volunteers, who had been. appointed to the position 
of .Milit·ary Governor on the Island, arrived March 4 1 1899. Colonel 
Smith immediately assumed the task of adjusting the existing civil 
government on the Island to the requirements of the military 
government. A little .friction was created, but patience and good 
judgment prevented any outbreak. The s t..me class of lawbreakers 
were found in Negros as elsewhere in the Visayan Islands. Thee 
came largely from an unsubdued class of brigc..nds tor lt1ose sub
jection time would be required. These hilltribesmen~ere under 
the leadershi p of one Papaissor and were lootJ. '.c; .. 1d r.lestroy-
ing. Their depredations were largely directed against t r1e in
habitants of the lowlands • .,. The brigands were also doing their 
utmost to incite insurrection among the inhabitants of the Island 
against American rule. There were also armed bands of Tagals 
on the Island who had crossed in boats from Panay and were doing 
their utmost to harrass the Americans. 

That the American authorities expected some resistance in l'~egros 
was indicated when a military government was established there. 
They were not unprepared to meet the situation as the Third 
Battalion of the First Regiment of California Volunteer I nfantry 
accompanied Colonel Smith to the IslaLJ ,~ •.d the F.irst Battalion 
of the same regiment arrived ,there Marcn twenty-seventh. The 
Second Battalion of the California Regiment did not reach Negros 
until the last of May. 

During the spring and early summer the AmP-rican troo 
several expeditions -to the interior and ~cross the Isl 
were several engage . ..1e .. 1ts _,_th outlaws and insw-gent 

de 
d. There 
ong the 

ost important taking i'lace at Bobong.. Thi 
·trenched insurgeut positL:> .... • n:i was carried by the 

as an en
erican forces 

.ooo. 
*Campaigning in t he Philippines, by Karl Irving Faust, paf!e 248. 
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****A list compiled by the War Department, showing the time spent 
by the United States in War from 1775-1921. 
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