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.~>a.cra..uJe--"-t;o Li0 !1t;; A.rt.L-L.Le.ry_, un.co. ttach.ed , r 'ou:rth Bri~ad.e 

Reference : Dead Office File, Ro .. 4, File 2 
Location: Sacramento , Sacramento County 
Mustered in October 7, 1864 
Reor~anized and redesignated July 6, 1866* 
Redesignated January 13 , 1869.~~ 
Reorganized March 19, 1880~*"*-* 

,j Co.wJU8.uding 
Name 
Edgar Mills , Captain 
Wyman McMitchell, Fir st Lieut. 

(Resigned March 6, 1865) 
S. S . Monta~ue, First Lieut. 

S . S . Montague , Captain 
E. M. Howison, First Li.eut. 

Joseph Davis, Captain 
Alber t Leo~ard , First Lieut . 

oseph Davis , Captain 
(Re-elected Oct. 7, 1870) 

M. H. Davis , First Lieut . 

Joseph Davis , Captain 
(Re-elected Oct . 7, 1872) 

John B. bherburn, Fi rst Lieut. 

John B. Sherburn, Captain 
J oseph 4 . Robbins, First Lieut. 

Joseph M. Robbins, Capt ain 
(Resigned June 3 , 1878) 

A. C. York, Fir s t Lieut. 

'iward D. Hagan, Captain 
eorge Herbert Frances , } ir s t 

Lieut. 
Jonathan L. At wood , Captain 
Eugene Kueneman, First Lieut. 

Officers 
Rank 
Se,.:Jt . . 
Sept. 

Mar . 

Sept. 
Seot . 

Sept . 
Sept . 

Oct . 

Oct . 

Oct. 
Oct. 

Feb . 

Feb. 

Aug . 
Feb . 

Aug . 
Dec. 

30, 1864 
30, 1864 

6, 1865 

27 , 1866 
27, 1866 

29 , 1868 
29, 1868 

7, 1870 

·7' 1872 

6' 1874 
6, 1874 

11, 1876 

11, 1876 

16' 1878 
11, 1878 

8, 1879 
26 , 1879 

Commission 
Oct. 7, 1864 
Oct. 7, 1864 

April 20, 1865 

Oct. 3, 1866 
Oc t. 3 , 1866 

Oct. 8 , 1868 
Oct . 8 , 1868 

Oct. 15, 1870 

Nov . 12, 1872 

Nov. 2 , 1874 
Nov . 2 , 1874 

April 19, 1876 

April 19, 1876 

Aug .• 22 , 1878 
Feb . 16, 1878 

Aug . 20, 1879 
Jan. 13, 1880 

*Sacramento Light Artillery reorganized m1der ac t of State Legislature 
and redesigna ted Sacramento Light Artillery , Comp&ny A, First Battalion 
Artillery , Fourth Brig&de , J~y 6 , 1866. 
Historical Re cord Fourth Brigade , 1864-1867 page 190. 

**Sacramento Light Artillery , Company A, llrst Batt&lion Arti~lery 
r edesignated Sacramento Light hrtillery , unattached, }ourth Brigade , 
January 13, 1869. 
Adjutant General nepor t 1867-1869, Special Order No. 1 , page 157. 

***Sacramento Light rtrtillery redesignated Battery B, First Artillery 
Regiment , Fourtr br igade , ·~rar ch 19 , 1880 . 
Ad jutant General heport 1880, Spec i a l Order N~.l9 , page 76. 



Activities : 
This company, composed of sixty-nine men, r ank and file, adopted 
the name bacramento Light Arti~lery and &s mustered in as a 
unit of the State Militia , OctobLr 7, 1864. 

Their field e~uipment a t the time cons i sted of four br ass field 
pieces (two six- pounders and t wo t welve-pounders) with carriages 
and acc outrements conplete . Grec..tt difficulty was exper i enced a t 
t hat time in secur i ng :nilitary equipment of any descri.~:1tion and 
t he unit was considered fortuna te in obtaining the a ccoutrements 
that were allowed them. Capt a i n Joseph DLvis was highly co~-
mended for the great proficiency in drill and celerity a~d precision 
with which his company executed many difficult maneuvers at t he 
review held a t Oak Knoll , Yolo County i n 1870 . 
The company l'as ordered by the Adjutant General's Jftice to hold 
itself in · rec.diness fo r irnmedia te act ivity, o·:.lne:; to the unset 
tled conditions brought about by the v1a r of the hebellion. 
However , not hing extremely disquieting occurred loca lly during 
the first years of the company ' s existen<.!e . 

Under the Legislative Act of 1866 , providing for the reorgani
zation of the State _viilitia , the ba.cramento .wight 1~rtillery 
wc..ts reorganized ana nuster ed in on July 6 , 1866 , c..s a. w1i t of 
the Nati,)nal Guard of Calirornia , L.nd ::iE:s ign<.. te·d u.s Comp<:my A , 

~irst Battalion of hrtillery, }ourth Br i gade . One o1 the in
teresting events oefore the Sacramento Light ArtilleiT became 
a tta ched to t he First Artillery Reg iment in 1880, was the En
campment held &t the St&te Fair in 1879. The ~rincipal act
ivity during the Encampment w~s the shc:..m battle . Thi s mock 
ba ttle was held on a beautiful warm day and an inmense crowd 
had gathered to witness the battle . Spect~tors fi~led the 
grandstc..tnd to ca~acity c..tnd thousanas were Iorced to st&nJ on 
the field . The of.Licers capering up c..ud d o vvn the field on 
t heir char _;ers mc:..de c: dc.zz-1 Lng picture . 

ht l~st tt1e ~attle began first with an aavance , tnen a retreat, 
then a deadening volley from t he 8o cr~mento L1g~~ nrti~lery 
follo fied by another advance while the ofricers r ec~lessly rushed 
in bet~een the combatan ts a t the risk of their lives . Then an 
advance, then a retreat, then the cannon haUled up, then as sud
denly turned bG. ck . There v.ere soldiers on their feet, soldiers 
on their knees , while round and about t .'l.em the blan.c cartridges 
volleyed c.nd thu.Yldered . The flL gs lcq lLnp ani close in the 
noonday sun, the smoke roll ed- I rom the howling muskets of ·':ar . 
At the appearance of a fl~ g of truce, t he ~ostilities ceased 
and Leslie Goff of the Sacr c:.trnek1to Light Artill e-ry C<:Lne gallop.:.ng 
from the batt ry cal..Ling for .:J. l)hysician to trec:.t the two men 
of the artillery who hc...d been injured . The <- ccident .H .. s caused 
by the prema. ture explosion of the cu.nn:Jn and h<...L1i>ened c-,s follows : -r--

At the time the accLient occurred the gu.mer (H. A . 
Conway) of No . 3 cannon alter hc ving received orders 

. oOo . 
*Sacra ento rlee, Septemb r 12, 1879, pu.ge 3 , colQ1n 1 , 2 . 
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SA.CR1_ :1BNT J Llv HT 11.hT I.uLt:,hY (Continued) 

Activities: (Continued) 

from Captain .htwood not to fire until further com
mand, took the pluce of No . l (the ra;nmer s position) 
and c...ssumed authority to firE. the gun . By the re
peated and continous ra.!Ih'Iling of the ch~.rge by H . .h. . 

Conway a premature explosion was caused, vv hich 
resulted in the accident. Con ay WbS injured und 
at first the physician thought it v.ould bF necessc...ry 
to amputate the g~1ner ' s h~nd, but rortunutely this 
course vras not necess~_ry . The second member of the 
artillery, H. Conne.lly, had his hands p ... L1fully al
though not seriously ·injured . No blc...me tor the 
accident was c;ttache 1 to Connelly who thuinbed. the 
vent, and was so careful that he hcd both th~'Ilbs 
over the hole at the time of the eAplosion. Fortlli1-
ately the accident ~ s not Jf ~ more serious nature 
and luckily Captc...in L~wood h- d given orders to have 
the guns depressed, and at tne time of tt1e c....ccident 
were in the posl tion of >"he. t:. is kno·.m as c.,ctLm right. 
When the Pxplosion occurreJ the ram 1er ~as driven out 
at great force, struck a post in the field ~nd rec~i.led 
in the air , otherwise it w.::mld. have p.Lowed a fur rov{ 
through the large crowd ·~semblEd in the vicinity . 

Due to the accident the s~am battle continued only for 
a short time and the balance of the progra~1e was cut 
short. The respective comrnu.nJs passed in revi ew before 
the Judges sta:1d, then stacked arms in t'1e fie.Ld and 
broke ranks. The sh&m b~ttle h~d been a great success 
and the troops sho ed a good k~owledge oi ~ilitary 
tactics. The cannon that wa s responsible for the acci
dent was an old and condemned piece, unfit for service . 
The company hoped that the old gu,:1 v.ould be speedily 
replc..ced with a new one ')f 1noJern design. ·1. .A. Com'ay 
wa s the third 'Ilan ~ho had been cri~pled cy the same piece, 
the t wo other ~en h~ving lost their &rms on ~revious 
occasions, one while firing the centennial salute. 

In March 1880 upon tne recommend .... tion of the Brigadier-General, 
commanding the Fourth .Drit;u.de, it wa s ordered that t.1e Sacramento 
Light Artillery together with certain other coillpanies compose a 
regiment to be known c...s the ~irst nrtlllery hegiment, the Sacramento 
Light nrtlllery to be Kno~n a nd desi;nctted as Co~puny B. 
For additioncl.l information concerning tl-J.is unit rerer to the history 
of B[ttery B, First Artillery Regiment, tourth Brigade. 
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