History of the San Juan Guard
(Bridgeport Union Guard), California
Militia
1863-1866

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the
California National Guard and the California State Library.

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 10 January 2015
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Activities:

The San Juan Guard, unattached,
Nevada County, pursuant to a pet
citizens residing within said Co

Reference: Dead Office File, Row 4, File 1.
Location: North San Juan, Nevada County
Mustered in June 16, luou
Mustered out July 30, 1866
Commar id*ﬂ“' O flLCL'S
Name . Commission
R. A. Laughead, Captain 16, 1863 July 9, 1863
(Resigned Nov. ;;, 1363)
Francis Coffey, Fir Lieut. June 16, 1863 July 9, 1863
Francis Coffey, Captain Nov. 28, 1863 Dec. 26, 1863
T. G. Whitby, First Lieut. Dec. 27, 1863 Jan. 19, 1864
Francis Coffey, Captain
(Re-elected " Nov. 1864)
T. G. Whitby, First Lieut.
(Re-elected Nov. 1864)
Francis Coffey, Captain s
(Re-elected Nov. 28, 1865)
L. @. Whithy, First Lieut. =
(Re-elected Nov. 28, 1865)
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duly presented to the County Judge in a ce with the law.
The organization meeting attended by fi volunteers was
neld on June 16, 1863. The cuggumr yas ated as the Sa
Juan Guard, and mustered into the se 1e State on the
same date. Owing to clerical errors azd a 1igunderst5 ding of
the regulations by the company concerning the procedure in
posting the required Bond, it was not until ”JrLl 15, 1864,
that uniforms and equipment were received. This delay and the
consequent inactivity, combined with the fact that ﬁﬂly about
one-third of the members of the ompany were residents of North
San Juan, the other two-thirds residing at French Corral and
Sweetland, two nearby villages, caused considerable unpleasant-
.000.
¥Name of company CLHJ ,d to Bridgeport Union Guard, Company F,
attached to the Fourth Infantry Battalion, Fourth Brigade,
August 24, 1864.



SAN JUAN GUARD (Continued)

Activities: (Continued
ness. This state of affairs brought about a desi:
the name of the company and a J@LLT‘)“ was duly f
the proper military authorities requesting that the
changed from San Juan Guard to drld report Union Gual
petition met with the approval of Brigadier-Generzal no”ell
commanding the Fourth BrLéai@ and Colonel Hubbard, commanding
the Fourth Infantry Battalion. An order was subsequently
issued by the nugutfuunuener&l under date of August 24, ;364,
changing the name of the company as requested, and ordering
that it be designated henceforth as Bridgeport Union Guard, C“ompany
F, Fourth Iﬂf“Juf" Battalion, Fourth Bri;r&e.* From this date
the membership increased and on June 1l, 1866, the company number-
ed seventy-one men.

@ At no time was this company especially active. Interest in
the organization gradually diminished until on July 30, 1866,
it was discontinued and the company mustered out of service.¥*¥¢
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