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Foreword 

THE STORY OF COMPANY L, since its inception sixty-eight years 
ago, covers a period of several generations. Sons and grandsons 
of former members of the Company appear on the roster at 
different times. Although I was a very small boy during the 
Spanish-American War I have a faint recollection of seeing 
the Company, marching down Fourth Street to the martial 
music of the Santa Ana Band, Old Glory floating in the breeze 
at the head of the column, on their way to the depot. To me 
the Company has always been a part of the town! The name 
of the Company or Regiment may be changed, as it has in the 
past, but under whatever name known, it will still be Company 
L, "Santa Ana's Own." 

It is my hope that the Story of Company L may be 
interesting to the inhabitants of Santa Ana generally. I know 
that it will to the men of the Company, at whatever period 
they may have served. 

My grateful appreciation is acknowledged to Charles E. 
W affie, Gilbert P. Campbell, Walter C. Collins, Bernice Roper 
Menges, Rhodes Finley, Audrey Ulm Watson, C. E. Tumber, 
Fred Wilson, Bruce Paul, Mrs. Elmer H. Sheffield, Fred D. 
Johnston, Emmett A. Rink, Orlin E. Cross, Harry Layton, 
Louis A. Riehl, and the State Adjutant General's Office, for 
photographs, newspapers, rosters and data, furnished me in the 
preparation of this book. 

CHARLES D. SWANNER 

Santa Ana, California. 
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I 
THE FIRST COMPANY 

THE STORY OF COMPANY L, affectionately referred to through 
the years as "Santa Ana's Own," is so integrally related 
to that of Santa Ana since the year 1890, and the mem

bers of the Company, at different periods, have taken such an 
active part in the political, social and economic life of our city, 
that a narrative of the part played by the Company should be 
included in the history of Santa Ana. 

During the month of January, 1890, a group of the young 
business and professional men of the community felt that 
Santa Ana should have a National Guard Company. The city 
was assured by the State Adjutant General that an infantry 
company would be located here, provided sufficient enlist
ments could be secured. The town was small and young 
men scarce, but the prospects of a military organization in 
the community appealed to the young bloods and sufficient 
men enlisted to make the Company a reality for Santa Ana. 

Company F, Ninth California Infantry, the predecessor 
of Company L, was first mustered at Santa Ana on July 21st, 
1890. The Company consisted of three officers and fifty-eight 
enlisted men. Harry T. Matthews was elected Captain, Nathan 
A. Ulm, First Lieutenant, and Charles D. Ball, Second Lieuten
ant. The muster roll of Company F on that date reads like a 
"Who's Who" of Santa Ana, as many of the men were mem
bers of the most prominent families in the City. 

While this narrative is not intended as a biography of the 
men who comprised the First Company, it is interesting to 
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11otc who they wen: a11d the parl tli aL some of them played 
in the business a.n<l professional life of the community. 

Harry T. Matthews, Captain, was a prominent lawyer, 
who served both as City Attorney and City Recorder, later 
entering the Regular Army, and retiring a Colonel in that 
service. 

Nathan A. Ulm, First Lieutenant, a Deputy Sheriff of 
Orange County, later operated the Santa Ana Book Store for 
many years, and was General Manager of the Carnival of 
Products celebrations held in the city. 

Charles D. Ball, Second Lieutenant, became one of the 
leading physicians and surgeons in the County, and was the 
progenitor of a family of physicians and surgeons, well-known 
in Santa Ana today. He also entered politics and served 
Orange County both as Assemblyman and State Senator. 

Parke S. Roper, First Sergeant, was a retail merchant, 
who with his father conducted a stationery and book store in 
the Spurgeon Building for many years. He also served · as 
Regimental Adjutant of the Seventh California Infantry, 
under Colonel S. H. Finley, shortly after the turn of the 
century. 

S. H. Finley, Sergeant, a civil engineer, who later became 
Colonel of the Seventh California Infantry, was County 
Surveyor, a member of the Board of Supervisors of Orange 
County, and served on the School Board and many other 
civic organizations. 

Edwin M. Smiley, Sergeant, was Secretary of the Newport 
Wharf and Lumber Company, later a prominent Realtor in 
the City. 

E. D. W aflle, Sergeant, was co-owner of W aflle & West 
livery stable, a well-known institution before the advent of 
motor vehicles. 

E. S. Wallace, Corporal, owned and operated a book 
store in the city. 
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W. W. ll1 1q•,l 1n , :1 Corpora l, w:is M:1n :1g1.:r of th e New

port Wh:1rf :111d Lumber Company. 

Others :irnong the enlisted men of the Company were J. 
P. Boyd, physician and surgeon; Robert Q. Wickham, the .first 
County Clerk of Orange County; E. E. Keech, a lawyer, who 
in later years became an authority on water law in California; 
James T. Raitt, who founded the Raitt's Dairy, father of Doctor 
Emmett G. Raitt, well-known physician and surgeon, and 
grandfather of John Raitt, one of the most talented light 
opera singers of today; David T. Brock, County Clerk of 
Orange County about 1895; William McClain, the first Sec
retary of Santa Ana Lodge No. 749 of the Elks; W. Dean 
Johnston, for many years the Secretary-Manager of the Orange 
County Mutual Fire Insurance Company and father of Fred 
D. Johnston, prominent local attorney; J. I. Halsel, cement 
contractor; B. Uttley, clothing merchant and tailor, who con
ducted a clothing store on East Fourth Street for many years; 
Will M. Smith, horticulturist, was Manager of the Guggen
hime Packing House on Fruit Street during later years; James 
A. Finley, hardware merchant and member of the well-known 
Finley family of the city; Fred G. and John E. Taylor, 
brothers, who with their father established and operated 

- Taylors Cannery on East Fourth Street, famous for choice 
canned and pickled fruits about the turn of the century; 
Walter and Robert Greenleaf, members of the Greenleaf 
family of ranchers, Walter later serving as a member of the 
City Council of Santa Ana and owner of downtown business 
property; A. Hardin Harlin, the son of a pioneer retail 
merchant, whose brother Tom Harlin was said to have been 
the first white child born in Santa Ana after it was founded 
in 1869; Olin E. Steward, a civil engineer, who maintained 
offices in Anaheim in later years; Ed L. Newell, a plumber 

17 



w1tl1 tl1 t F. P. Nickey 11 :ird warc Compa ny; W. ll. Sexton, 
ranchtr; Nelson L. Ga lbraith, house-mover; Earl Glenn, Mail 
Carrier; and Charles W . Hannah, a newspaper employee. 

There were other members of the First Company, as 
shown by the official muster roll, but the foregoing summary 
is sufficient to substantiate the statement that the members of 
the Company were from some of the most prominent families 
in the City and took an active part in later years, as leaders in 
i:he business and professional life of the community. 

The State of California, at that time, issued the men of 
the Company, in addition to their campaign outfit, a blue dress 
uniform, with gold braid and brass buttons, giving color and 
dash to a dance or social event, and the story goes that many 
a belle lost her heart to a suitor in blue, with flowing mous
tache, gold braid and brass buttons. 

During the "Gay Nineties" the social life of Santa Ana, 
other than church socials who frowned on dancing, was spon
sored either by the Fire Department or the National Guard 
Company. This social outlet may have been the inducement 
that attracted the young business and professional leaders in 
the community to enlist, or in some cases it may have been the 
desire for adventure, or the pride of being in the military 
service. 

However, Company L was not only the hub around which 
the social activities of the city revolved, but the men of the 
Company also participated in the local athletic contests of 
that day. A baseball team, from members of the Company, 
with homespun uniforms, and a Manager with full beard, 
was recognized as a factor in the town's athletic programs. 

The Company also sponsored a football team, who would 
play post-season games with the high school or a team from 
another National Guard Company in Southern California. 
The Court House block was the site of the ball games during 
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1h.11 pn iod .111d :111r:1llnl a hrgt fo llowi 11g of sports mindc<l 

< ii izc11s. 
During th<.: ensu ing years, following its organization, the 

Company was commanded first by Harry T. Matthews (1890-

94); then by Parke S. Roper (1894-96); S. H. Finley (1896-
1901); Walter A. Greenleaf (1901-03); L. L. Vestal (1904-06); 
Walter A. Greenleaf ( 1907-08); Nathan A. Ulm (1908-1913); 
J. L. McBride (1913-16); and Nelson M. Holderman (1916-

18). 
During the Nineties the Fourth of July was a patriotic 

elebration in Santa Ana, flags flying everywhere, a fireworks 

<lisplay, and a colorful street parade, with Company F and 
the Santa Ana Band leading the procession, enjoyed by the 
inhabitants from all of the surrounding towns and ranches, 

as well as our own citizens. 
While the records do not disclose any active service by 

Company F, other than the annual two weeks encampment, 
held at Camp Johnstone, near Santa Monica, California, the 
Company was quite a factor in this small community of 
approximately thirty-five hundred inhabitants, not only in the 
political and social life of the city, but ever ready to answer 

the call, in the event of war or major disaster. 
The names of the officers and enlisted men of the 

Company, as shown on the official muster roll of July 21st, 

1890, read as follows: 

Captain 

First Lieutenant 

Second Lieutenant 

First Sergeant 

Second Sergeant 

Third Sergeant 

. Harry T. Matthews 

Nathan A. Ulm 

Charles D. Ball 

Parke S. Roper 

Fred Kelly 

Albion H. Ulm 
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II 
SPANISH AMERICAN WAR SERVICE 

''REMEMBER THE MAINE" was a slogan that swept through 
the country like wildfire and fanned the patriotism 
of the populace to fever heat. War had been declared 

against Spain l The National Guard had been called to active 
service and Company L was under orders to depart on May 
5th, 1898. The Company assembled at the armory at 5:30 
o'clock in the morning and was greeted with the booming of 
the Fire Company cannon and the shrieking of whistles. Even 
at that early hour rigs full of people were pouring in from 
adjoining towns to see the Company leave. 

The march to the depot was made to martial music, the 
Santa Ana Band leading the procession, and the Orange Band 
preceding the Company, marching through ranks of school 
children, who showered bouquets upon them and waved flags 
as they passed, the Knights of Pythias with presented swords, 
and patriotic Ladies of the GAR and WRC, some of whom 
remembered the time, during the dark days of 186!-65, when 
soldiers had marched away who never came back. At the 
end of the formation was a long double line of veterans, some 
of whom had worn the blue and others the gray, but were 
lined up together and uncovered as the younger blood passed 
between their ranks. 

The procession was halted in front of the GAR Hall, on 
East Fourth Street, where a beautiful silk flag, purchased by 
Orange County citizens, was presented to the Company by 
Judge J. W. Ballard, who in fitting words commended the 
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111< 111lins of Ili c Co111pa11 y for n.:spondi11g to th <.: call of th <.: ir 
rnt1111, y, and th rn plac<.:d th<.: flag in their care and keeping. 
Marching on to th<.: <l<.:pot, between lines of patriotic and en
thusiastic citizens, a crowd of approximately five thousand 
were assembled to see them off, and as the train that carried 
them pulled out from the depot, cheer after cheer followed 
them until it faded out of sight. 

The Company was then commanded by S. H. Finley, 
Captain, Walter A. Greenleaf, First Lieutenant, and L. L. 
Vestal, Second Lieutenant. It is interesting to note that both 
Captain Finley and Lieutenant Greenleaf were members of 
Company F, when it was first mustered in 1890. 

The Company was sent to the Presidio in San Francisco, 
where they arrived on May 7th, 1898, together with other units 
of the Seventh California Infantry, preparatory to being 
sworn into Federal Service. The rumors were rampant at 
the Presidio that as soon as Company L was sworn into the 
Federal Service, Lieutenant Greenleaf would be replaced by 
an officer, selected by the political bosses in the National Guard. 
This the men of Company L did not want! Corporal Clyde 
Bishop, who in later years became one of the leading attorneys 
of Orange County, and the most eloquent orator among the 
barristers of that day or since, acted as spokesman for the 
Company, and made several fiery speeches - that were a 
classic - urging the men of Company L not to take the 
oath for Federal Service, unless assured that Lieutenant Green
leaf would be retained as First Lieutenant. The San Francisco 
newspapers heard of the fight by the Company to retain their 
First Lieutenant, and the story made headlines in the Bay Area 
papers for several days. Being assured that Lieuetnant Green
leaf would not be removed the members of the Company took 
the oath for Federal Service. 

However, this victory for young Bishop had its political 
repercussions during the year 1904, when there was a vacancy 
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in the oflur of C;qit.1111 of Co111p:111 y L . The rnli st<.:d lll<.:ll at 
that time rnuld elect th c.: ir ow 11 offic<.:rs. Clyde.: Bishop was 
d ectc<l to the.: offic<.: of Captain, but the.: political bosses in the 
National Guard had not forgotten the part played by Corporal 
Bishop at the Presidio in 1898, and refused to accept him as 
Captain. Another election was held and then a third election, 
on each of which occasions Bishop was elected Captain. Re
pulsed at the turn of events, the "brass" of the National Guar~ 
mustered out the entire Company, rather than accept Bishop 
as Captain. Several months later a new Company L was 
organized in the city with L. L. Vestal as Captain. 

The Seventh California Infantry, of which Company L 
was a part, were sworn into Federal Service on May 9th, 1898, 
at the Presidio. The men were equipped for service in the 
Philippines, their spirits high, and everyone looked forward 
to combat service in that area. The Seventh Regiment was 
moved to Camp Merritt, the embarkation camp on San Fran
cisco bay, on May 25th, 1898, and assigned to the steamship 
Indiana, scheduled to sail on June 25th, 1898. Then on June 
20th, 1898, came an order rescinding their departure. What 
a disappointment! But General Harrison G. Otis sent assur
ances that they would leave with the Fourth Expedition on 
July 15th, 1898. Hope springs anew in the human breast and 
the men look forward to departing on that later date. But 
July 15th arrived, the Fourth Expedition sailed away, and 
Company L, with the other units of the Seventh California 
Infantry, were still marking time at Camp Merritt, confused 
and heartbroken to have been left behind the second time. 
However, General Otis assured the officers of the Seventh 
Regiment on July 17th that they would be included in the Fifth 
Expedition, that was leaving on July 23rd, 1898. The Fifth 
Expedition disappeared over the horizon, and again the Seventh 
Regiment was left behind, but were advised that they would 
sail on the ship Scandia, leaving on July 28th, 1898. By this 
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1i111c· tltc t1H' 11 of Colllp:111 y L w<:n.: becoming skeptical of the 
pro mises :ind assura nces that they would be sent overseas, and 
sun: enough the Scandia sailed without them. 

The morale of the men was anything but good after the 
many disappointments they had received, but General Miller 
assured them that they would be shipped out on August 22nd, 
1898, on the ships Sydney and Australia, but that day came 
and nothing happened. The men of the regiment were ready 
to riot and in an ugly mood! Only good officers and discipline 
kept them in line. The regiment moved back to the Presidio 
on August 24th, 1898. The war was over and the regiment was 
mustered out of service at Los Angeles on December 2nd, 1898. 

"They also serve who only stand and wait," was a motto 
aptly applied to the Seventh California Infantry, and it was a 
bitter disappointment to all of the officers and men of Company 
L that they did not get overseas and into combat service. Two 
members of the Company, Guy Halladay and Louis Baker, 
died of illness while in camp at San Francisco. 

The story goes that the reason the Seventh California 
Infantry did not leave San Francisco was because the "brass" 
of the California National Guard were too involved in politics. 
That may or may not have been the reason for the numerous 
orders to leave and counter-orders to defer their departure. 
Whatever the reason may have been, the men who comprised 
the regiment suffered a keen disappointment by being left 
behind until the war ended. 

During the time the Seventh Regiment was stationed at 
Camp Merritt an incident happened that demonstrated the 
patriotic fervor of that period. The Regiment was out one 
morning for exercise and extended about three blocks down 
the street in two-pace formation. Some enterprising, patriotic 
citizen had erected a flagpole about midway of the line. During 
a period of rest he hoisted his own new flag, a beautiful, large, 
silk one. As Old Glory rose and spread itself to the breeze the 
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n.:gimrnl lnok <' i1110 lo 11 g-rn11L i11u t:d aLHI uncontrollable cheers. 
An outburst of condensed emotion an<l patriotic enthusiasm ! 

Short! y thereafter the T ennessee Regiment came by, 
marching from Camp Merritt to the Presidio. Every man in 
the Seventh Regiment turned out and yelled himself hoarse, 
for the boys who once wore the gray and now wore the blue. 
There was a significance of national import in that incident! 
Less than thirty-five years had elapsed since the close of the 
War between the States. We were again a united nation, sons 
of men who served with the North again fighting shoulder to 
shoulder with descendants of veterans from below the Mason
Dixon line! 

Another incident that happened, but of a humorous nature, 
also involved the Tennessee Regiment. When Company L left 
Santa Ana, John Joplin, a former member of the Company, 
presented it with a red game rooster as mascot, to be taken to 
the Presidio, and proud they were of him! The Tennessee 
Regiment also had a game rooster as a mascot, that they 
thought was unbeatable, and challenged Company L to a 
cock fight between their respective mascots. Company L 
accepted the challenge and most of the enlisted men of both 
regiments attended. Cheers and groans followed the fight as 
the game roosters fought to the bitter end. An overwhelming 
victory for the Company L mascot! It was said that the Ten
nessee boys not only lost their mascot in the fight, but went 
back to camp with their pockets empty. 

The wages received by the enlisted men at that time were 
very nominal, so their spending money did not last long after 
payday. Clyde Bishop, a corporal in the company and an 
.eloquent orator, often told the story of how a group of the 
enlisted men of the company would assemble on one of the 
main streets of San Francisco. He would then make a speech 
to the passers-by assembled, telling them with a voice full of 
emotion, how homesick the soldiers were and how badly they 
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11 n dnl .1 p1.111< 1, \n 111.11 tl1 <"y rnuld t·111 e11 :,in 1h <.: 111sdv<.:s in 
c:1111p. Al tli l' rn11t l11sirn1 of his pk:1 the soldiers woul<l pass a 
liar rl1ro11gh th <.: crowd :ind many, moved to tears by his oratory, 
would giv <.: liberally to the "piano fund." That night the 
·nliste<l men of the company would "do the town," and the 
piano fond was soon exhausted. 

The officers and men of Company L, who served during 
the 'Spanish-American War, from May 5th, 1898, to December 
2nd, 1898, were as follows: 

Captain . 

First Lieutenant 

Second Lieutenant 

First Sergeant 

Quartermaster Sergeant 

J. C. Abbey 
L. R. Brock 

L. A. Barrett 
B. E. Johnson 
Clyde Bishop 
E.G. Flenn 
F. S. Weber 
A. P. Dresser 
E. Collier 

Waggoner 

Artificers 

Musicians 
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SERGEANTS 

CORPORALS 

S. H. Finley 

W. A. Greenleaf 

L. L. Vestal 

G. H. Magill 

A.F. Smith 

C. W. Hannah 
G. P. Campbell 

R. C. McClay 
H. M. Day 
J. M. McReynolds 
T. S. Hatfield 
W. A. Eades 
A. H. Sitton 

A. L. Walter 

L. W. Baker 

L. E. Manuel 

B. E. Nourse 

M. E. Holderman 

l'IUVATJ<:S 

C. K. Ad:tlllS 
L. I l. Adams 
D. D. Adams 
M. Allen 
J. A. Austin 
C. W. Barker 
E. F. Barton 
W. B. Bowers 
C. E. Bowman 
E. R. Bradbury 
T. J. Brown 
D. Bush 
L. Carmack 
L. L. Chandler 
H. A. Chase 
E. A. Clough 
H. Colley 
M. C. Cooper 
A. Day 
E. Dilley 
T. Y. Dilley 
W. Dunham 
J. C. Ellis 
E. Evans 
J. Farmer 
D. D. Field 
G. M. Field 
B. H. Fish 
G. K. Fox 
M. L. Gladden 
W. L. Glaser 
G. N. Halladay 
E. C. Hickey 

W. lliggins 
H.F. Higley 
F. C. Hossler 
Clinton Imes 
T. B. Johnson 
D. J. Johnston 
J. Johnston 
C. W. Kepley 
C. F. W. Kolberg 
E. N . Kuizenga 
0. S. Kurtz 
H. B. Light 
R. W. Littlefield 
J. Love 
B. F. Lutz 
F. W. Lutz 
P. 0. Lyon 
W. L. McDivitt 
J. 0. McGougan 
B. C. McMurray 
C. W. McNaught 
J. Mefford 
C. A. Minter 
H. J. Muffieman 
W. P. Nail 
A. Newman 
W. Nigg 
C. L. North 
B. Northcross 
N. N. Northcross 
W. P. Northcross 
E. F. Ogborn 
C. J. Overshiner 
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l l. S. Peabody 
W. W. Prichard 
A. D. Porter 
W. Renner 
W.R. Sissons 
S. Shannon 
W. C. Smith 
A. R. Steadman 
G. E. Talbott 

11. Thoma~ 
C. A. Turner 
H. G. Upham 
R. F. Vegeley 
C. E. Waffie 
J. J. Wilms 
H. L. Woodrome 
0. H. Warling 
V. E. Zerman 
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Company L at Presidio in San Francisco during Spanish-American War. 

Tent No. 4 of Company L at San Francisco in 1898. Front row, left to right: G. P. Campbell, Charles E. Waffie, 
Jerry Overshiner. Rear row, left to right: Raymond Vegely, Glen Talbott, Bert McMurray, Frank Lutz . 



Company L mascot, at Presidio in San Francisco, during 
Spanish-American War. 

III 
SERVICE AT THE 

SAN FRANCISCO FIRE 

ON APRIL 18TH, 1906, at 5:15 o'clock in the morning, the 
San Francisco area was shaken by one of the most 
severe earthquakes in the history of California, de

molishing buildings, breaking water mains and starting a fire 
that virtually destroyed the business section of that metropolis 
by the Golden Gate. Many people were killed and refugees by 
the thousand poured out of the City. 

The Governor of California called out the National Guard 
and Company L left town about sundown on April 20th, 
1906, by Pacific Electric Railway to Los Angeles, where it 
joined other companies of the Seventh Infantry Regiment, 
and travelled by Southern Pacific train to Oakland, arriving 
about eight o'clock in the evening of April 22nd, 1906. 

S. H. Finley was at that time Colonel of the Seventh 
Infantry Regiment, having been elected as a "dark horse" 
over W. G. Schrieber, of Los Angeles, Brigade Adjutant under 
General Robert Wankowski. Politics played a large part in 
the National Guard at that time, and there had been consid
erable feeling over the election of Colonel Finley to that office. 

When the order to mobilize in Oakland was sent out by 
Brigade Headquarters, the order was not sent through Regi
mental Headquarters, as was customarily done, but was sent 
direct to the various Company commanders. The result of 
this procedure was that when the Seventh Regiment arrived 
in Oakland no provision had been made for their arrival. 
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Aft<.:r r<.:maining on th<.: trai11 for s<.:vc.: ral hours th<.: R<.:gimwt 
was marched to Lincoln Park in Oakland, and the men slept 
in their pup tents for the night. The following morning about 
daylight a heavy rain fell, and the Company awoke to find 
themselves sleeping in about two inches of water. 

The men of Company L were assigned to guard duty in 
Oakland, at the various banks, refugee camps, food distribu
tion lines, food warehouses and freight cars being unloaded 
with provisions sent from all parts of the country. Men to do 
the unloading were at a premium, so a detail from the 
Company would conscript any available man, walking on 
the street, and put him to work unloading provisions for 
refugees. On one occasion Sergeants M. A. Patton and Walter 
C. Collins drove a dray wagon to Chinatown, to bring back 
Chinamen for that purpose. The Chinamen saw them coming 
and not knowing their mission, disappeared into their hovels, 
so by the time the detail arrived in Chinatown not a China
man was in sight anywhere. However, after some delay a 
Chinaman in a long silk coat, apparently the Mayor of China
town, came outside and when the need for men to help provide 
for those refugees in distress was explained to him, he promptly 
furnished Chinamen for that purpose. 

Nelson M. Holderman, later to become Captain of 
Company L during the First World War, was Regimental 
Bugler. The day before the Regiment left Oakland he and 
several members of Company L decided to have a mock 
funeral parade. Holderman led the parade, blowing a funeral 
dirge on his bugle, followed by half a dozen comrades 
carrying a blanket, in which were a dozen beer bottles, as an 
improvised casket. The idea caught fire and soon practically 
all of the enlisted men in the Seventh Infantry Regiment had 
joined the procession. Down through the main streets of 
Oakland they went, winding in and out through streetcars 
and traffic. 
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to Coloud S. 11. Finky, to call out th <.: guard and break up the 
procession, but Colonel Finley knew better how to handle 
the situation. "They'll come back to camp when they get 
tired," he said- and they did just that! 

Colonel Holderman, whose last service, before his un
timely death on September 3rd, 1953, was Commandant of the 
Veterans Home in Napa County, California, never heard the 
last of the mock funeral parade, and the men had many a laugh 
recounting the incident. 

Company L was the only company in the Seventh Infantry 
Regiment with a one hundred per cent attendance, during 
their service at the San Francisco fire. 

While the Hospital Corps Detachment of the Seventh 
Regiment was not a part of Company L, its headquarters was 
in Santa Ana, the Commanding Officer and most of the men 
resided here, and it was called to active duty at the same time, 
following the San Francisco earthquake and fire. 

When Company L left Santa Ana only one Pacific Electric 
streetcar was provided, to transport the Company, Regimental 
Headquarters and the Hospital Corps Detachment, with all of 
their equipment; to Los Angeles. Those who witnessed their 
departure, say it was a sight to behold! "The men were packed 
in like sardines," said Walter Collins, who was a Sergeant in 
Company L. "I was one of the last to entrain and the street
car had passed Garden Grove before I was able to squeeze 
inside from the steps, where I was standing." 

The Hospital Corps Detachment was camped in Lincoln 
Park at Oakland, together with other units of the Seventh 
California Infantry, and its duty was to attend the men of the 
Regiment at morning sick call, or render first aid when needed. 

Major F. M. Bruner, a prominent physician and surgeon in 
Santa Ana, was in command of the Hospital Corps Detach
ment, assisted by Lieutenants Hurd and White. The Sergeants 
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were· Charles S. Kdky, Roy Skiles and R. Sanborn. The other 
enlisted men being G. Cook, C. E. Tumbcr, Louis Hill, William 
Fowler, Roy Tunnell, Roy Ivins, Herbert H. Allen, H. E. W. 
Barnes, Jr., Robert 0. DuBois, Bruce Scholes, Arthur Collins 
and Cecil DuBois. 

The civil authorities were able to cope with the situation 
by the middle of May and Company L, together with Regi
mental Headquarters and the Hospital Corps Detachment, 
returned to Santa Ana on May 13th, 1906. 

The officers of Company L during their service at the 
San Francisco fire were L. L. Vestal, Captain, and C. E. WafHe, 
First Lieutenant. There was a vacancy in the office of Second 
Lieutenant, which was later filled by the election of Frank 
L. Worden. 

The payroll of the Company, covering their service at that 
time, gives some interesting figures on the wages being paid 
the militia for active service. The Captain's pay was $5.00 per 
day; First Lieutenant $4.17 per day; and all enlisted men, 
from First Sergeant to Private, received $2.00 per day. 

The roster of Company L during that period, taken from 
a Company payroll, now in the possession of Walter C. 
Collins, who was then Company Clerk, was as follows: 

Captain . 
First Lieutenant 
First Sergeant . 
Quartermaster Sergeant 

SERGEANTS 
Ike Fields 
Walter C. Collins 

CORPORALS 
George Gowdy 
Robert C. Howe 
Fred Wilson 
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Louis L. Vestal 
Charles E. W afHe 

Frank L. Worden 
R. S. Thompson 

M.A. Patton 
Frank Eckman 

Arthur Elliot 
C. C. Cozad 
W.W. Wilson 

M11~ll l,III . 

Ari ililTI 

PRIVATES 
W. D. Artz 
Floyd B. Blose 
Henry W. Brann 
Bernard L. Cope 
Wilford A. Collins 
Arthur 0. Cozad 
Ray Y. Copelin 
John Coleman 
Walter Eaton 
Gaston Griset 
Franklin Griset 
William Diers 
Morsee Huntley 
Edward Heil 
Clarence Havens 
Avery Hall 
Ernest Kellogg 
Bishop W. Lowrey 
J. Leslie McBride 

<:ll.llks F. Mit(hell 

Flmcr Thompson 

Almon E. Moore 
Victor A. Moore 
Elmer Mellette 
Edwin McGee 
Robert Northcross 
Roger Newcomber 
Samuel Preble 
Oscar Parsons 
Roy I. Smith 
Newell Smith 
George Slocum 
Elwin Stearns 
John E. Spencer 
Lambert C. Towler 
J. Howard Turner 
Nelson Turner 
Rex Whitted 
Alanzo Yates 
Frederick Zerman 



Company L at Oakland in 1906, following San Francisco earthquake and fire, preparatory to change of guard. 

Refugees in food distribution line, at Oakland in 1906, following San Francisco earthquake and fire. Corporal Arum~ 
Elliott of Company L in foreground. 
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IV 
A MAN-HUNT INCIDENT 

WHILE CoMPANY L participated only unofficially in the 
man-hunt for the bandit, who killed Deputy Sheriff 
Robert Squires on December 16th, 1912, the assistance 

given the civil authorities on that occasion was commended 
by the Adjutant General, but Captain N. A. Ulm was re
minded that only the Governor of the State had authority 
to call out the militia. 

The bandit, identified as Ira Jones, of Clatsbmie, Oregon, 
has assaulted a young girl on the Irvine Ranch the evening 
before and had fled to the foothills, near Tomato Springs, 
followed by a posse, consisting of San Jernigan, Chief of 
Police of Santa Ana, C. E. Jackson, Constable, Deputy Sheriff 
Robert Squires, Jailor Theo (Budge) Lacy, W. C. Jerome, 
L. A. West, Harry Spencer, William Cheney, and numerous 
ranchers and irate citizens. The bandit opened fire on the 
posse from his hideout in the hills, seriously wounding 
"Tex" Stacy, William Culver and Al Prather, and killing 
Deputy Sheriff Squires. 

When word was received in Santa Ana that Deputy 
Sheriff Squires had been killed and three others seriously 
wounded, a hurry call was sent to Captain Ulm. Believing 
that an emergency existed, and without awaiting the delay 
that would have been occasioned, if authority had been secured 
from the Governor to call out the Company, Captain Ulm 
notified all members, who could be contacted, to report 
immediately for duty. 
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Crowd at Santa Fe depot when Company L left for Mexican _ Border in 1916. 

Veterans of 1898 escorting Company L to Santa Fe depot on way to Mexican Border in r9r6. 
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V 
MEXICAN BORDER SERVICE 

THE ACTIVITIES OF Company L thereafter consisted of 
routine drills, with the annual two weeks encampment, 
until the 19th day of June, 1916, when the Company 

received orders to report for United States service. 
Pancho Villa had been making sporadic raids across the 

Mexican border, as a result of which an expeditionary force 
of the Regular Army, under General John J. Pershing, had 
crossed into Mexico, and the National Guard was being sent 
to patrol the Mexican border from the Pacific Ocean to the 
Gulf Coast. 

Company L then consisted of three officers and seventy
one enlisted men. J. L. McBride was Captain, Nelson M. 
Holderman, First Lieutenant, and A. K. Ford, Second 
Lieutenant. 

After receiving the order to report for duty, the members 
of the Company first assembled at the Armory Hall, being 
the building now occupied by The American Legion, at 
313 North Birch .Street, Santa Ana. While awaiting orders 
for their departure one of the most thrilling incidents that 
occurred, on the Saturday evening before leaving, was the 
presentation to the Company of a large and magnificent silk 
flag by Santa Ana Elks' Lodge No. 794. This presentation was 
made by Clyde Bishop, a veteran of Company L during the 
Spanish-American War, in an eloquent and patriotic speech 
in front of the Elks Hall, that brought tears to the eyes of 
many in the large crowd gathered for the ceremony. After 
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1hr prrsrntatio11 1hc Co1np:111 y m:1rd1nl proudly back to tlu: 
Armory with Old G lory and :i. color guard leading the way. 

Then, on June 25th, r9r6, Captain McBride received 
orders to entrain at the Santa Fe depot at three o'clock that 
afternoon. Instantly the armory became the scene of intensified 
activity. Last minute packing was attended to and at two 
o'clock the Company marched to the Court House, where a 
picture was taken. Here also the Company was met by an 
escort of the veterans of Company L, who served in r898. 
Colonel S. H. Finley was in command, assisted by Walter A. 
Greenleaf and L. L. Vestal, who were Lieutenants under him 
when he was Captain during the Spanish-American War. 
Gilbert P. Campbell carried the beautiful silk flag, now in 
the Charles W. Bowers Museum, that had been presented to 
Company L in r898, when that Company left Santa Ana. 
Twenty-one veterans of '98 composed the escort, being S. H . 
Finley, W. A. Greenleaf, L. L. Vestal, G. P. Campbell, Charles 
E. Bowman, Gary M. Field, Robert Northcross, James 
Mefford, H. M. Day, A. R. Stedman, Charles E. W afll.e, A. H. 
Sitton, 0. H. Warling, A. P. Dresser, Clyde Bishop, B. E. 
Johnson, Charles W. Hannah, Clinton Imes, M. C. Cooper, 
D. D. Fields and Dan Adams. 

Thousands of citizens were waving farewell along Fourth 
Street or were gathered at the depot to see the Company 
leave. The scene was reminiscent of that day in 1898, when 
a similar crowd gathered at the depot to see the Company 
depart. While there was not the deep excitement in every 
breath that there had been in 1898, the feeling of pride 
and patriotism, the sincerity of the good wishes, and the honor 
paid to the boys who were going away, was just as deep. 

After a short delay at the depot the members of the 
Company boarded the troop train to the farewell shouts of 
the crowd assembled, and as the train pulled out of the 
depot, Julian Matthews, Jules Jacques and Carl Neiman, 
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sl:111di11g 011 lop ol :i ho xc:1r i11 111 (' depot y:1rd, pl:iycd Ilic 
slirri11g music of Sousa':; "St:1rs :i nd S1ripcs Forever," on their 
corn<.:ts, a sight long remembered by those in attendance. 

Fred W. Fuller, of the Dragon Confectionary Store on 
Fourth Street, had told members of the Company, just one 
year before, that if they were ever called to active service he 
would see they received a proper send-off. While enroute from 
the armory to the depot the Company was halted in front of 
the Dragon and each man provided with a glass of sparkling 
Coca-Cola, and as a toast to the flag was given, the American 
Patrollers broke forth with the National Anthem on their 
cornets. 

Prior to the departure of Company L a citizens' com
mittee, headed by Terry E. Stephenson and W. B. Williams, 
raised approximately $500.00 as a Mess Fund for the Company. 
Terry and "Bry" were always remembered for their interest 
in the Company and attended the annual reunion as honorary 
guests as long as they lived. 

After leaving Santa Ana on June 25th, r9r6, the Company 
was first sent to the Sacramento Fair Grounds, where the 
California Division was assembled. Leaving that city on July 
2nd, r916, the entire division headed for the Mexican border, 
being encamped in the hills north of Nogales, Arizona. 

Captain McBride, who was County Surveyor when the 
Company left Santa Ana, was delegated by Division Head
quarters to survey the whole campsite, in order that it might 
be leveled to drain properly. He immediately formed a detail 
of Sergeant Chester Stearns, Corporal Frank Coones and 
several other men who had worked for him in Orange County, 
and it looked like the Orange County Surveyor's force on the 
job. 

Shortly after arriving at Nogales, Captain McBride was 
notified that he had been rejected for federal service on 
account of defective eyesight. This was a sad blow to Company 
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L, .1s 1lie 111t· 11 li ,ul .1 deep :1lfrc1io11 lor him and co11lidc11cc in 
liis .1h ili1y as rn111111:rndi11g offictr, but the War Department 
r<'f used to waivt his disqualification although both his supe-
1 ior office rs and friends at home made unceasing efforts to 
h:iv<.: him accepted. His farewell speech to the Company at 
,Nogr1lts left the men with tears in their eyes and a lump in 
1 ht:ir throats. 

Nelson M. Holderman was appointed Captain to succeed 
J. L. McBride; A. K. Ford was advanced to First Lieutenant, 
and Charles D. Swanner appointed Second Lieutenant. 

The Seventh Regiment remained in camp at Nogales, 
arrying on routine drills, guard duty and target practice, 

until September 10th, r9r6, when the entire California Divi
sion, consisting of the Second Infantry, Fifth Infantry, Seventh 
T nfantry, and the Artillery, Cavalry and Hospital Corps, 
totaling 3,500 men under General Robert W ankowski, hiked 
approximately sixty miles to Garden Canyon, about eight 
miles beyond Fort Huachuca, Arizona, where maneuvers 
and target practice was carried on. After about two weeks 
the return trip was made to Nogales. Starting in the late 
afternoon, it was dark when the first night campsite was 
reached. The Seventh Regiment wagon train became lost and 
did not arrive until about daylight the following morning, 
requiring the officers to sleep without a bedding-roll that 
night, to the amusement of the enlisted men. Shortly after 
returning to Nogales, the Seventh Regiment received orders 
to return home and were mustered out of service at Exposition 
Park in Los Angeles on October r8th, r9r6. 

The roster of Company L, when it left Santa Ana for the 
Mexican Border, was as follows: 

Captain 
First Lieutenant . 
Second Lieutenant 
First Sergeant 
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J. L. McBride 
Nelson M. Holderman 

A. K. Ford 
Walter T. Pease 

S l•:R(; l•:AN TS 

F:1rlc I)_ Christwsrn 
Ilarry G. Kirkpatrick 
Victor G. Manning 

CORPORALS 
DeWitt Mix 
Charles D. Swanner 
J. F. Willits 

Cooks 

Bugler 

PRIVATES 
L. D. Ayers 
W. L. Bagwell 
B. H. Blancher 
Ralph Collar 
J. B. Collar 
L. E. Coleman 
E. L. Christensen 
0. P. Dahl 
W. A. Davidson 
Victor Deaver 
Carl R. Edgar 
Remus F. Fipps 
H. G. Frye 
V. J. Frye 
T. C. Garnett 
William F. Graves 
E. Haapa 
0. B. Handy 
Elmer Hawkins 
Walter Henderson 

Chtsttr Sttams 
Frank M. Walton 

Daniel G. Buchheim 
Frank H. Coones 

f. L. Crane 
R. W. Morris 

Barrett Deaver 

Glen G. Hoskins 
John H. Holt 
Lester Isbell 
C. S. Jackman 
F. C. Jager 
Dana E. Keech 
Lee F. Kenyon 
L. C. King 
E. R. King 
Walter F. Kinslow 
Arthur L. Kubitz 
Halsey Lamme 
C. E. Leatherwood 
E. R. Liggett 
H. A. Lindquist 
W. D. Mackie 
G. H. McElroy 
William R. Metz 
Floyd H. Mitchell 
Arthur L. Morgan 
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J. L. Nrwlo11 
11<.:nry L. Padgham 
C<.:org<.: A. Pol1ard 
Louis A. Riehl 
William W. Ritner 
Nathaniel N. Rochester 
Earl L. Spaeth 
Glen E. Sturdevant 
Charles A. Stearns 

William T. Stone 
Alvin Teel 
John G. Tervooren 
Lambert C. Towler 
Hugh G. Veale 
William W. Wood 
Elmer Worthy 
George W. Wright 





VI 
FIRST WORLD WAR SERVICE 

THE MEMBERS OF Company L had hardly become accus
tomed to the routine of civilian life when on March 26th, 
1917, a telegram was received from the Adjutant General, 

ordering the Company into the service of the United States 
- the beginning of the First World War. 

Captain Nelson M. Holderman was at that time employed 
by the County of Orange, supervising the planting of trees 
along the San Diego highway, near El Toro. Leaving my 
office upon receipt of the order to report for duty, I rode my 
motorcycle down to notify Captain Holderman. He did not 
wait for details but jumped on the tandem seat. "What 
about your work detail?" I asked. "They'll take care of them
selves," he answered, "we are going to war!" and back we 
came to the armory, where the men of the Company were 
already reporting for duty. 

However, there was the noticeable lack of feverish excite
ment at the · armory, that characterized the mobilization order 
received in 1916, at the time of the Mexican Border trouble. 
War with Germany was imminent, but the populace realized 
that this would not be an action for the Regular Army and 
the National Guard alone. Everyone would be called upon 
to serve, either in the armed forces or at home, and the 
public was determined to go all out to make this a war to 
end all wars. 

The Seventh Regiment was mobilized at Arcadia, Cali
fornia, on April 8th, 1917, using the old race track, constructed 
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l>y I• .. IC " l.11 l ky" ll, tl dw i11 lwk in 1907, ln11 wh ich J, ad bttn 
idk, as horse r:ici 11g was volt d ou l in Californ ia :i short 
ti me thtrta ft tr. 

Lc:iving Arcadia on April 13th, 1917, the Company was 
assigned to duty, guarding the bridges and tunnels on the
Southern Pacific Railroad, between Santa Barbara and Paso 
Robles, with a detachment guarding the Union Oil Company 
wharf at Port San Luis. The headquarters of the Company 
being in San Luis Obispo. 

The City of San Luis Obispo, not having a national 
guard company of its own, adopted Company L, as though it 
belonged to them. The men of the Company were invited 
as guests to many of the homes, and to dances and social 
events. Several members of the Company were married to 
girls in that city and a number of enlistments were added 
to the Company roster from that area. 

However, some of the boys were always looking for an 
excuse to secure a five day pass to visit Santa Ana. The reasons 
given caused many a laugh among the officers. I recall one 
soldier asking Captain Holderman for a furlough to go 
home. "Why do you want to go to Santa Ana?" asked the 
Captain. "I'm going to get married," answered the soldier, 
"and I'd kind of like to be there." 

Then on May 24th, 1917, First Sergeant Walter J. Pease 
and Sergeants Earle D. Christensen and Harry G. Kirkpatri<;k, 
were selected to go to the National Guard Officers Training 
School. Louis A. Riehl was appointed to be First Sergeant 
to succeed Walter J. Pease. 

The Company, together with other units of the California 
National Guard, were sent to Camp Kearny, northeast of 
San Diego, on November 5th, 1917, to form the Fortieth 
Division. The name of the Seventh California Infantry, 
under command of Colonel Charles F. Hutchins, was changed 
to the One Hundred Sixtieth Infantry, and the infantry 
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co111 p:1 11i rs wnc 11H 1casn l 10 full w:,r s1rc11 gll1 of six ollirns 
and l wo l,u11d n:d (ifty men. Dr:,fttts from Ka nsas, Minnesota, 
Montana and North Dakot:i, were sent to Camp Kearny for 
th:it purpose. Charles D. Swanner was advanced to First 
Lieutenant and Lieutenants James A. Dutro, David B. Harris, 
Charles W. Carter and William C. Davenport, from a Texas 
Officers Training School, were assigned to the Company. 

Training then proceeded in earnest. Instructors from the 
English and French armies gave the men instruction in trench 
building, trench warfare and combat training, until the month 
of June, 1918, when a replacement draft was sent to France, 
depleting the companies to a skeleton organization, but new 
draftees were immediately received, bringing them again to 
full war strength. 

Sergeant Daniel G. Buchheim was the "banker" of the 
Company, and made many small loans to the enlisted men, 
payable, with interest, on the following payday. A number 
of these men were included in the June Replacement Draft 
and left before payday, leaving Sergeant Dan "holding the 

sack." 
The United States was during that period in the throes 

of selling liberty loan bonds, and patriotic celebrations were 
being held throughout the country for that purpose. Santct 
Ana planned such an event for April 6th, 1918, sponsored by 
a committee headed by R. L. Bisby and J. C. Metzgar, Sec
retary of the Chamber of Commerce. The committee had 
secured permission from Major General Frederick S. Strong, 
Commanding the Fortieth Division at Camp Kearny, to 
bring Company L, together with all local men of the 144th 
Field Artillery, known as the "Grizzlies," by special train 
to Santa Ana for the occasion, referred to in the newspapers 
as "The Home Coming of Company L." 

Approximately two hundred soldiers were here for this 
gala event and the march from the depot, down Fourth 
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St,l'l'I, was one to tTlllt'lllhl'r. Crowds by th e th ous:111d lined 
tl1 c stn.:c t and Old Glory was in <.:v id <.:ncc <.:vcrywhcrc. Led by 
the Santa Ana Band, playing martial music, the patriotic 
emotion of the crowd was reflected by the men of the 
Company, as they proudly returned to their home town for 
the celebration. Among the men, who were marching into 
Santa Ana for the last time, were Hugh F. Veale, Ernest 
Kellogg, Stamey L. Elliott and Nathaniel N. Rochester, who 
lost their lives in the Battle of the Argonne Forest, during 
October of that year. Sergeant Rochester being one of the 
color guard on this occasion. 

Arriving at the armory hall at noon the men were treated 
to a turkey dinner, prepared by mothers of the soldiers. The 
entire Company, including all of the draftees, who had joined 
the Company at Camp Kearny, were in attendance, and were 
taken into homes for the night, so that though strangers they 
were made to feel at home. 

Promptly at two o'clock in the afternoon the parade 
started down Fourth Street, with Colonel S. H. Finley, as 
Grand Marshal, followed by Company L and other soldiers 
from Camp Kearny, Spanish-American War veterans, Home 
Guards, the GAR and allied organizations. Colonel Finley, 
Captain of Company L during the Spanish-American War, 
was flanked by former Captains of the Company, Parke S. 
Roper, Walter A. Greenleaf, L. L. Vestal and J. L. McBride, 
-who also acted as a reception committee for the Company 
during their visit. Boy Scouts, Red Cross, Knights of Columbus, 
and school groups followed in the order named, while the 
mounted horsemen and decorated vehicles concluded the 
process10n. 

Groups from all cities in the County participated in the 
parade, which was said to have been one of the largest parades 
ever held in the city. Following the parade a festive dinner 
was given the Company by the Anaheim Liberty Loan Com-
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1111,tt'c, tli :1t f\, IV<' to th<" 111n1 :1 feeling of lio1m· :111d hci11g 

wanted. Sunday the mm enjoyed visiLing with rtlatives and 
friends, :.ind tow:ird evening Lhe r<.:turn trip to Camp Kearny 
was made, all of the soldiers feeling that they were truly 
"Santa Ana's Own." 

Then on July 27th, 1918, the entire Fortieth Division 
entrained for overseas duty, arriving at Liverpool, England, 
on August 19th, 1918. Company L was stationed at Winchester, 
England, the former capital, for a few days, giving the men 
a chance to visit the old castle, see King Arthur's Roundtable 
and the Cathedral, where the early Kings and Queens of 
England lie buried. Then on August 26th, 1918, the One 
Hundred Sixtieth Infantry left for France, via Southampton 
and St. Nazire, France, arriving at Sancoins, France, on August 
28th, 1918, where the Company was billeted until October 27th, 
1918, on which date it was moved to Parguy, France. 

First Sergeant Louis A. Riehl left the Company at Camp 
Kearny to attend the Third Officers Training School, and 
after being commissioned a Second Lieutenant, was assigned 
to Headquarters Company of the One Hundred Sixtieth 
Infantry, going overseas with the Fortieth Division. After 
arriving in France he was transferred to the ro2nd Infantry, 
Twenty-sixth Division, and saw combat service prior to the 
armistice. 

Captain Holderman, Lieutenants Swanner and Davenport, 
left the Company at Sancoins. Captain Holderman going to 
the 307th Infantry, later referred to as The Lost Battalion, for 
its courageous stand in the Argonne Forest, against over
whelming odds, for which service he was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor and other citations. The records 
show that over one hundred men of The Lost Battalion were 
formerly in the One Hundred Sixtieth Infantry. Lieutenants 
Swanner and Davenport were assigned to the Fifth Division, 
and saw combat service with that organization. 
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Co111p.111 y I. w: 1s 111ov('d f1w11 P:11 gt1y, Fr:111 ct" , fo Bordt"aux, 

Fr:11irt·, 011 January (Jlh , 191<J, 1hc /\nnisticc h:iving been sigrn.:d 
011 Novc.: mbc.:r 11th, 1918, wh c.: n.: it n:maine<l until February 

·,th, L919, when the Company, together with other units of 
the Fort ieth Division, embarked for home. The men of the 
Company were discharged at Camp Kearny, California and 
arrived in Santa Ana during April, r9r9, where they were 
given a tumultuous welcome. 

The Fortieth Division was denied the long anticipated re
ward of entering the battle line as a Division. Other Divisions, 
that had arrived in France earlier, had suffered great casualties, 
creating the problem of filling their depleted ranks. The 
Fortieth Division met that demand in the role of First Army 
Replacement Division. Twenty-seven thousand men from the 
Fortieth Division were transferred to Divisions of the First 
Army, and shared in their glorious victories against the enemy. 
It is a matter of record that the Fortieth Division ranked 
seventh among the Combat Divisions of the American Ex
peditionary Forces in casualties, 2,587 being killed in battle; 
rr,596 were wounded in action; 70 taken prisoners, and ro3 
died at Camp Kearny Base Hospital. 

Those known members of Company L, who were killed in 
action, were Nathaniel N. Rochester, Ernest Kellogg, Hugh 
F. Veale and Stamey L. Elliott. A number of the men were 
wounded or gassed and included Captain Nelson M. Holder
man, Louis A. Riehl, Carl F. Burns and Jacob M. Fisher, in 
whose honor the Jack Fisher Park, located at Flower Street 
and the Santiago Creek, was named. 

While Company L did not see combat service as a unit, 
many of the men who received their training in the Company 
gave a good account of themselves in action, and the Company 
was ready and had moved into a position for combat service 
when the Armistice occurred. 
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Th(' rosl<'I ol 0111< c·, :, .111d IIH'11 ol ( :0111 p.t11 y I,, d111 i11g l hr 
First World W:ir, w.,s :is fo ll ows: 

Captain . Nelson M. Holderman 

First Lieutenants Charles D. Swanner, A. K. Ford 
David B. Harris, James A. Dutro 

Second Lieutenants Charles W. Carter 
William C. Davenport 

First Sergeant Louis A. Riehl 
Mess Sergeant Daniel G. Buchheim 

SERGEANTS 

Earl R. King 
Max C. Holmes 
William R. Metz 
Nathaniel N. Rochester 
Elmo N. Chaffee 
Eino Haapa 
Welcome M. Ward 

Dana E. Keech 
Charles Stearns 
George A. Pollard 
Remus F. Fipps 
Elmer Hawkins 
Roy Dodson 

CORPORALS 
Hugh F. Veale 
Walter Henderson 
William M. Burge 
William T. Stone 
Lloyd C. Corser 
Bayard C. Blackmore 
Clint F. Hawkins 
Archie C. Snodgrass 
Lee F. Kenyon 
James T. Gilmore 
Ray N. Henderson 
Lorin D. Ayers 
William W. Ritner 
Clarence H. McElroy 
Clayton B. Tillotson 
Timy R. Jamar 

Emmet J. Donnelly 
Grover C. Riehl 
George A. Smith 
Victor Deaver 
Stamey L. Elliott 
William L. Bagwell 
Alvin Teel 
Arthur L. Morgan 
John E. Bruns 
Noel L. Woodward 
Jacob M. Fisher 
Edmund P. Rogers 
Fleming W. Whaley 
Frederick W. Hood 
Caswell S. Conner 
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Cooks John G. 'l'nvoorcn A111 011io M. M. 11111 H·z Joh11 S. Mrn dos:i 
Frtd C. Jatger C uy F. Mast Osc::11 Munoz 

Fred M. Slaven Joe M. Alvara Fred A. Pingtr 
Buglers Barrett Deaver Roland 0. Basset August Roether, Jr. 

Merle H. Meyers Jack Bessant Dave A. Smith 
Justin L. Ward Joseph Cerro George W. White 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS Vincent R. Cota Glen E. Sturdevant 

Harry P. Adams Charles P. Atwood 
I Peter Deghi John Freeman 

Edward L. Bennett Bruce Black Leo Gilliland Hugh J. A. Ross 

John H. Holt Jack Hardy Miles D. Hale William I. Nichols 

Earl C. Granger William R. Donnelly Claude R. Lauflenberger Claude F. Hartman 

Harvey K. Holt • Thomas J. LeBard Albert L. Cummings Oscar Nelson 

William H. Kusch John J. Leonard Palmer Lee Irving R. Cleveland 

Okie W. Murphy Charles A. Nelson George W. Malim Anton Servasius 

Homer L. Nichols Carl L. Raymond Joseph Martini Vincenzo Acquistapace 

Robert E. Smith Clifton C. Taylor Baty McGinnis Joe Estorga 

Paul Tucker Allen C. Wallace Carlo Mallerio Dominico Gheno 

Harold A. Watson Charles Hammer Alonzo J. Monroe Walter W. Meyers 

Ernest Kellogg Manuel J. Pico Raymond 0. Petermeyer 
Felix L. Rando Herman Piper 

PRIVATES Homer R. Skinner John Schneider 
Charles L. Adkins Harry Maskal 

I 
Frank Twist Leonard 0. Smohl 

Paul E. Bailey George Allison Fay M. Wyman Albert W oellhof v / · \ 

Jack Baumeister Frankland D. Ball 
I 

Earl L. Rails Warren A. Stambaugh 
Willie Bothelho Manuel S. Bernardo W. C. Kenworthy Al Lieb 
Mike Chuck Carl F . Burns Fred J. Vinson Melvin Stringfield 
Antone Crivello Edward E. Comstock George W. Kidd , IP' Fred Tripp 
Leo Dellmaria Harry F. Dalton I Carl E. Morrison . 

,. 
Roland E. Neece 

Milton F. Goodhart Ariel N. F acy Fulenchelio Porcho George H. Newcom " 
Arthur Hammel Floyd G. Hahn Charles Sacchi Ernest Rossibertolli 
Harold Lee Walter C. Kenworthy 

r Anton Sustarich Pietro Sturla 
' Halsey Lamme Elmer L. Christensen ,? Robert F. McClelland Jioseppi Comazzi 

Nick L. Lopez Horace M. Lee , . Ivan R. Gillaspy Glenn F. Hoskins 
William 0. Marney Clarence E. Mack . ? ..... John H. G. Carroll John Gianettoni 

Thomas D. Daniels 
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Captain Nelson M. Holderman, Lieutenants A. K. Ford and Charles D. Swanner, 
Officers of Company L in 1917, when it left Santa Ana during F irst World War. 
Note: The author of Santa Ana's Own, yd from left. 
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VII 
THE SANTA ANA EARTHQUAKE 

OF1~3 

COMPANY L was reorganized following the First World 
War and continued with routine drills and the annual 
two weeks encampment, until the evening of Friday, 

March roth, 1933, when Santa Ana experienced the most 
severe earthquake in its history. 

Most business houses had closed for the day, when at 
5:55 o'clock in the afternoon an earth tremblor struck with
out warning, killing three people from falling debris and 
causing damage to buildings in the business section, estimated 
in the millions. Most of the front walls of the brick buildings 
on Fourth Street were down and the street was a shambles. 

Santa Ana Post 131 of The American Legion had only 
the evening before, by coincidence, appointed an emergency 
committee with Chief of Police Floyd W. Howard, as chair -
man. The firing of an aerial bomb from the City Hall to be 
the signal for all legionnaires to report at the legion hall for 
duty. The shock of the first tremblor had barely subsided when 
the sound of the bomb, exploding above the City Hall, was 
heard and legionnaires three hundred strong reported im
mediately. Within thirty minutes the streets in the business 
section were being patrolled - the public being barred from 
the downtown section. 

There were two National Guard companies in Santa Ana 
at that time. Company L, 185th Infantry, under Captain 
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James R. Pr11i1, :t11d I kadquarlt:rs Company, i85th lnfanlry> 
under Lieutena nt Vernon l kckarl. Captain Pettit was absent 
from the city when the .first tremblor occurred, so Lieutenant 
Robert P. Kellogg issued a call for the members of Company 
L to report for emergency duty, and by nine o'clock in the 
evening over ninety per cent of the Company had reported, 
were in uniform and assigned to posts, relieving the American 
Legion. 

Tents were erected in Birch Park, as the Armory at 313 
North Birch Street, was deemed unsafe, where First Aid 
Equipment and a Field Kitchen were opened for any 
emergency. 

There were .fifty-nine men from Company L on duty, 
.fifty-five men from Company I of Orange, under Captain 
Albert M. Wanderlick, fifty-nine men from Company K of 
Anaheim, under Captain Dean Love, and a detail of twelve 
men from Company M of San Bernardino, under Lieutenant 
Robert Page. All of the detachments being under the super
vision of Major Don Winans of Anaheim. 

Regular guard duty tour of two hours on and four hours 
off could not be observed on Friday night, and the Company 
L men stood guard hour after weary hour. Later the duty 
was reduced to six hours on duty and two hours off, which 
was gradually lessened until regular routine guard duty 
was observed. 

There was no looting or other disorder following the 
earthquake, due largely to the prompt and efficient service of 
Company L and other companies on duty here. After about 
two weeks the civilian authorities were able to take over, and 
the men on duty returned to their homes and jobs. Company 
L had again demonstrated that it was ever on hand, ready to 
answer the call to duty, whether it was war or a local 
emergency. 
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"Wlit·11 1lic l11 s1 1r1n hlor o<n111n l," s:11d l•'. 11111H' ll A. R111k, 

then a Scrgc:1111 in Company L, " I w:ts :it work at th e produce 
stand, on the corner of First and French Streets. My instinct 
told me that I should go to the armory immediately. When 
I arrived the men were already reporting for duty, and within 
the hour most of the men were in uniform and marching out 
to relieve the American Legion guards. The Companies from 
outside of Santa Ana did not arrive Friday night, so it was 
necessary for the men to stand guard most of the night with
out relief." 

The roster of the Company during their service following 
the earthquake in Santa Ana during March, 1933, was as 
follows: 

Captain 

First Lieutenant 

James R. Pettit 

Robert P. Kellogg 

SERGEANTS 

Roscoe M. Cook 
Emmett A. Rink 
Basil J. Smith 

Clinton L. Parker 
Elmer L. Sherrill 
Forrest M. Winkle 

CORPORALS 

Harvey A. Clark 
Harry C. Hamilton 
Foster H. Meacham 
John B. Swits 

Elmer E. Clyde 
Edward E. Long 
Ted W. Pinnix 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS 

Charles E. Carmack 
Patrick W. Doane 
Herbert C. Heanes 
Jason W. Hodge 
James R. Tanksley 

Elmo R. Cline 
Cornelius J. Gallighan 
Jonathan Hein 
Harold C. Schuchardt 
Clifford S. Wright 
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PIUVAn:s 

Milton E. Arnold 
Russtl l W. Bettner 
}by Coffman 
J css B. Engel 
Clark R. Hamilton 
Denver C. King 
Oscar F . Mann 
Grover F. McLain 
Glenn C. O'Neill 
Norval H. Pierce 
Guy W. Privett 
William L. Trueblood 
John R. Walkinshaw 
Harry P. Baxter 
Ennis 0. Brough 
H. W. Cropsey 
Wesley J. Farney 
Ray A. Hamilton 
F. W. Kirchhofer 

Milo F. Martin 
Frank E. Milne 
Alfred L. Oliphant 
Kenneth H. Potts 
Ray C. Roush 
George Twaddell 
Charles S. Wickliffe 
John E. Bettner 
Larry A. Cochran 
Beryl E. DeCardoville 
George 0. Guss 
Clyde F. Harris 
W. D. Lockadoo 
Donald L. May 
Albert Morales 
Cleo L. Owings 
Louis W. Pratt 
George Z. Simington 
Raymond G. Van Horn 



Company L Headquarters in Birch Park following Santa Ana earthquake of 1933. 
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VIII 
SECOND WORLD WAR SERVICE 

DURING THE SPRING OF 1941 Adolph Hitler was on the 
march in Europe. Country after country had been 
invaded and capitulated to the armed forces of Nazi 

Germany. England was fighting with her back to the wall, 
and Winston Churchill had taken over as Prime Minister, 
promising nothing, except "blood, toil, tears and sweat," to 
the embattled people of the British Isles. 

The sympathy of the United States of America was natu
rally for the invaded countries, and the threat of this country 
becoming embroiled was imminent at any time. The Selec
tive Service law was in operation and the young men of the 
nation were being drafted for military service thereunder. 

It was under these world conditions that Santa Ana's 
Company L, One Hundred Eighty-fifth Infantry, received 
orders to report at 8 :oo o'clock on the morning of March 3rd, 
1941, for induction into Federal Service for one year's intensive 
training. The Company then comprised two officers and ninety
two enlisted men. Captain Leonard E. Echols was Command
ing Officer, and Emmett A. Rink was First Lieutenant. Donald 
A. Young was commissioned Second Lieutenant after the 
Company was inducted into Federal Service. 

After being inducted into Federal Service the Company 
remained at the Armory Hall until March 13th, 1941, when 
at 1 :20 o'clock in the morning the men entrained at the 
Southern Pacific depot for Camp San Luis Obispo. Santa 
Ana was experiencing a heavy storm at that time but hundreds 
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of f11 rnds and rda1ivcs of the m <.: n braved lhc downpour to 
s:1y goodb y<.: and wish them Goc.lspeec.I . Tears mixec.l with 
smiks as goodbyes were saic.l, and the usual pranks were 
play<.:d on some of the men of the Company. While waiting 
fo r the train Private Bill Siefert decided to take a rest on the 
sl:ition platform and fell sound asleep. Some of his comrades 
mac.le an effort to awaken him by simulating "Assembly 
Call," but without results, as Bill serenely slept on until train 
time. 

Prior to the Company leaving Santa Ana flags were flown 
on the streets throughout the city; and on the evening of 
March nth, 1941, a gala farewell dinner was given the 
Company in the American Legion Hall, at which many city 
officials and friends attended. Mayor Plummer Bruns read 
the Resolution of Appreciation adopted by the City Council, 
to which Captain Echols responded for the Company, and 
the City contributed $250.00 to the Company Mess Fund. 

The Company went into intensive training upon arrival 
at Camp San Luis Obispo, together with other units of the 
Fortieth Division, and in December of that year were anticipat
ing being sent to the Philippines; in fact some of the artillery 
units of the Division were on the high seas at the beginning 
of the Second World War. 

Then on Sunday morning, December 7th, 1941, while 
the inhabitants of Santa Ana were preparing to attend church 
services or listening to the radio, the program was abruptly 
interrupted and a news reporter, in an excited voice, announced 
the startling fact, "That the Japs have bombed Pearl Harbor!" 
The announcement was first received with amazement by the 
populace, then by disbelief, until the tense voice of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt corroborated the announcement, that 
the Japanese had made an unprovoked air attack on Pearl 
Harbor, sinking several battleships and killing several thou-
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sand :1rrny a11 d 11.ivy perso1111 cl a d:11e which Il ic P1cside111 
st:itec.l , "will live in in famy !" 

When word of the bombing of Pearl Harbor was received 
at Camp San Luis Obispo the Fortieth Division was ordered to 
move from that station to defend strategic areas of Southern 
California, Company L being assigned to the coast line adjacent 
to Veritura and Santa Barbara. Included within the area 
defended by the Company was the small town of Goleta, a 
few miles north of Santa Barbara, where a Japanese submarine 
surfaced off-shore and fired several light artillery shots at the 
shoreline. While the bursting shrapnel did little damage it 
occurred the same day President Roosevelt was scheduled to 
make a nation-wide radio address, making headlines in the 
newspapers, causing blackouts in all California cities, and 
creating great excitement among the populace throughout 
the nation. It was one of the men of Company L, on guard 
duty at the time, who first sighted the Japanese submarine 
and immediately reported its presence to the officer of the 
guard, who in turn alerted the Navy and Coast Guard. The 
submarine was later destroyed by a depth bomb off the Cali
fornia coast. The Company man who reported this submarine 
later received a citation for his alert action in reporting the 
presence of an enemy submarine on this occasion. 

During the month of April, 1942, the Company, together 
with other units of the Fortieth Division, were sent to Fort 
Lewis, Washington, for advance training. Leaving Fort Lewis 
in July, 1942, the Company was sent to Camp Stoneman, 
embarkation port on San Francisco Bay, where the entire 
Division embarked for Hawaii, arriving about August 20th, 
1942, on the Island of Kauai, relieving the Twenty-fourth 
Division, and taking up defensive positions. After about three 
months the Division was transferred back to the Island of 
Oahu, where the men were given instruction in jungle warfare 

77 



and :1mpliihions l:t 11 di11gs, lo which they would bc subjcclcd 
du ri ng lhc monlhs ahead. 

Then during the month of December, 1943, the Division 
left Hawaii for the Solomons and upon arrival at Guadalcanal 
were assigned to the First Marine Amphibious Corps. During 
April, 1944, the Fortieth Division was transferred to New 
Britain Island, to relieve the First Marine Division. Here the 
men of Company L received their "baptism of fire." Hoskin's 
Airfield was captured forcing the Japanese to retreat to Rabaul. 

During the fall of 1944 Company L participated in the 
invasion of Luzon, in the Philippine Islands. This was the 
largest battle participated in by the Company. Eleven days 
after . landing at Lingayen Beach the men of the Company, 
with other units of the Regiment, after a forced march, entered 
the strategic rail highway junction of Tarlac. Then the men 
pushed on to San Miguel, Capas, Bamban and Clark Field. 

During the fifty-three days of combat service the Fortieth 
Division soldiers had killed or captured 6,145 of the enemy. In 
the entire Philippine campaign the Fortieth Division is credited 
with having killed or taken prisoner 10,800 Japanese. Elements 
of the Fortieth Division sailed from Luzon during March, · 
1945, and invaded Panay Island in the Visayas. In ten days 
fighting they liberated the island and laid strips for the Air 
Corps. Only twenty-seven hours after the Fortieth Division 
invaded the Negros on March 29th, 1945, they captured 
Bacolad, the capital city. 

Victory was in sight, but still before them loomed one 
final assignment - the invasion of the home islands of Japan! 
The Fortieth Division was scheduled to spearhead the invasion. 
But wait - there comes news of the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki! This is it! - the war is over. 

The Fortieth Division was sent to Korea and in the 
spring of 1946 was sent home, being the last of the National 
Guard divisions to be returned to the United States. Then on 
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April 7tl1 , ' 9tJ (>, rll<' Division lilcd its h st 1q1ort at Camp 
Stoneman and was dunobilized. 

Company L had an envious record of service during the 
Second World War. According to General Emmett A. Rink, 
who was First Lieutenant when the Company left Santa Ana 
in 1941, of the ninety-six enlisted men in the Company, who 
left Santa Ana at that time, over seventy per cent were 
promoted to be commissioned officers before the war ended. 
Company L was not returned to Santa Ana as a unit, after 
the war was over, but were sent home individually at different 
times during 1945 and 1946. 

Several men of the Company were killed in action during 
the Second World War, among whom were Privates First 
Class Charles 0. Olstot and Daniel Arbiso. 

The roster of Company L, while stationed at Camp San 
Luis Obispo in 1941, at the beginning of the Second World 
War, was as follows: 

First Lieutenants 

Second Lieutenants 

First Sergeant 

Staff Sergeant 

Fred B. Pickett, Commanding 
Charles E. Carmack 

Raymond L. Bielak 
James C. Long 

Larkin D. Martin 

Ernest L. Hamilton 

SERGEANTS 

Robert C. Atwood 
Ernest D. Brockett 
Gerald D. Buzick 
Merel N. Coe 
Chandler B. Echols 
Jack C. Gentry 
Robert F. Gill 
Herbert D. Holman 

Alfred N. Jackson 
Harry Layton 
Richard L. Mantor 
Laverne E. Morrison 
Darrel A. Morton 
Bruce W. Paul 
James B. Sherman 
Gerald T. Smith 
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C< >R l'ORALS 

Byron W. lh rn c.:ltc.: 
Ralph W. Bright 
Ray O. Cowsert 
Harold W. Dietrich 
George H. Goda 
Bill A. Heckman 
Joe M. Layton 
Francis X. Shoen 

E:irl T. W ccl<l k 
Custer H. Welch 
William F. Knight 
Oliver H . Pickens, Jr. 
Benjamin Rubio 
Donald D. Schneeweis 
Frederick E. McQueen 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS 

Charles 0. Alstot 
Harold E. Brassell 
Donald D. Chandler 
Ernest M. Decker 
William P. Dunham 
Gerald J. Garcia 
Arthur L. Hulbert 
Joe F. Keirsey 
Clarence R. Keith 
Richard W. Lage 
Edward J. Langhans 
Robert A. Little 
Richard S. Luna 

Frank D. Maner 
William Manzo 
Nolan D. McDaniel 
Donald R. McKee 
George A. Nehring 
Elmer G. Nelson 
Maurice E. Patton 
Arthur M. Sherman 
William H. Siefert 
Harold A. Sackman 
Alphonse Salaets 
Sidney W. Weahunt 
Orval D. Weber 

PRIVATES 

William F. Acker 
Dellis K. Arseneau 
Leonard T. Breitbarth 
Jesse Bassett 
Frank S. Black 
Alvin D. Brunette 
Frank Chavez 
Alvin L. Dupree 
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Guy C. Fletcher 
Joe J. Franczek 
Oscar R. Frederickson 
Vernon L. Fultz 
Raymond Garztecki 
Sadao Hamaoka 
Robert H. Higgins 
Charles E. Hudson 

Max K1 isht'I 
Robt rt J. MrCullougli 
Douglass R. Pritsl 
Donald L. Sanders 
Raymond C. Simmons 
James F. Sayler 
Herman R. West 
W athan H. Vanzandt 
Jack W. Wells 
Bernard C. Alberts 
Nunzio Balistreri 
Clarence D. Brenke 
James D. Beeson 
Henry L. Bordewyk 
John P. Buley 
Joseph H . Dant er 
Frank P. Finnessy 
Bert E. Flood 
Elmer R. Frederickson 
Chester J. Fuchs 
Ezekiel Z. Gann 
Charles E. Gianninni 
Leland D. Harris 
John P. Hill 
Mathew J. Jandris 
Gerald J. Millsap 
Robert E. Patton 
Emmett M. Roche 
Fred F. Schmidt 
Glenn M. Sinclair 

l>.1vid C . Wrnall 
Edmond Williams, Jr. 
Robert F. W akasa 
Homer A. Woods 
Bernard J. Andreas 
Richard C. Bappert 
David Bright 
Leonard W. Bevington 
Edwin L. Bradley 
Winthrop Bushong 
George De Mello 
Edward A. Fischer 
Joseph Francisco 
Wilford W. Frost 
John Fultz 
John Garbarich 
Ralph B. Graham 
Oscar Herderhorst 
Herbert F. Howie 
Edmund J. Jarzemski 
Robert F. Myrick 
George C. Pryzbylski 
Alfred S. Rosenf elder 
Leslie L. Schroeder 
John G. Southerd 
Edwin Werner 
Charles E. U ngerbuehler 
Roger D. Walton 
Marvin H. W ys 
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IX 
KOREAN WAR SERVICE 

W HILE SOME IN HIGH PLACES have termed it a police action, 
from the record of battles fought, the number of troops 
involved, and the casualties suffered, in my book it 

will be considered as a full scale war. 
When Korea was liberated from Japan following the 

end of the Second World War, and was partitioned into North 
Korea, under the communist domination of Red China, and 
South Korea, a democracy under the protection of the United 
Nations, it was thought that peace was at last secure in that 
Pacific Area. However, any such hope was abandoned when 
the hordes of North Koreans, supported by the Red Chinese 
government, drove deep into the territory of South Korea, 
during the summer of 1950, and the United Nations voted 
to send troops to the support of invaded South Korea. 

Company L, Two Hundred Twenty-fourth Infantry 
Regiment, the name of the Regiment having been changed 
when the Company was reactivated following the end of 
the Second World War, was alerted for active duty on August 
15th, 1950, inducted into Federal Service about August 25th, 
1950, and departed for Camp Cooke, California, on September 
1st, 1950. 

During the five days before the Company left Santa Ana 
the women of the Auxiliary of Santa Ana Post No. 131, The 
American Legion, prepared all of the meals for the Company, 
at the American Legion Hall, which the men ate with relish, 
all agreeing that for army food, "they never had it so good I'' 
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( >m· of the ('Vrnts before k avi 11 g Sa nta Ana was 011 Augusl 
<JI h, 1950, when the Christian Businessmen of Orange County 

gav <.: Company L, together with the other National Guard 
ompanies in Orange County, a farewell barbecue and enter

tainment at the Anaheim City Park, at which over thirty-five 
hundred attended. This exceeded the anticipated crowd by 
ver one thousand, but ample food was provided for all. 

Actor Stuart Hamblen was the principal entertainer and 
was assisted by local talent at the Greek Theatre. 

After arriving at Camp Cooke the Company, together 
with the other units of the Fortieth Division, were given 
intensive training from September, 1950, until April, 1951, 
when the Division embarked from Oakland for Yokohama, 
Japan. There at the dock in Oakland, as they had been in 
previous wars, were the Red Cross women, cheerful in the 
chilly early morning, as they passed down the long rows of 
soldiers, serving hot coffee and doughnuts. 

The men were given the entire cycle of training from 
May, 1951, until December, 1951, while stationed in Japan. 
During December, 1951, the Fortieth Division was moved to 
the central front in Korea, relieving the Twenty-fourth Divi
sion. This was reminiscent of that day in August, 1942, when 
the Fortieth Division had relieved the Twenty-fourth Division 
in Hawaii, under balmy breezes, with the music of ukeleles 
and the singing of native hula girls in the distance. However 
the change over this time was quite different, being on the 
central front in Korea, during the frigid cold of winter, with 
an enemy of North Korean and Red Chinese troops facing 
them. 

Emmett A. Rink of Santa Ana, who retired in 1956 as a 
Brigadier General, was a Lieutenant Colonel, in command of 
the Battalion of which Company L was a part. "Company L 
had the distinction," said General Rink, "of being the infantry 
company selected to capture two important hills, held by 
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the Chinese troops. Reinforced by arti ll ery and machine gun 

units the Company re:iched their objective on February 18th, 
1952, against stubborn resistance by the enemy. This engage
ment, in which Company L took a leading part, was the 
biggest action in which the Fortieth Division participated 
during the Korean War." Those men of the Company, who 
lost their lives in this engagement, were Lieutenant James 
Ingelsby, Sergeant Will I. Cross and Corporal Raymond 
Mendoza. Among the men of the Company, who were 
wounded in action, was Richard Adams, the son of Doctor 
L. C. Adams of Santa Ana. 

Company L was undergoing advance training in Japan 
when General of the Armies, Douglas MacArthur, was un
ceremoniously relieved of his command, by the President who 
did not agree with MacArthur's strategy that, "There is no 
substitute for Victory!" The tumultuous reception accorded 
General MacArthur, upon his return to the mainland, touch
ingly demonstrated the respect, confidence and admiration, 
that the Americ.an people held for this statesman and general, 
one of the greatest military leaders in American history. 

The Company was not returned as a unit, but the men 
were sent home as individuals, and all of the men from the 
original company had returned to their homes by June, 1952. 

The roster of Company L, when it was inducted into 
Federal Service, during the month of August, 1950, was as 
follows: 

Captain 

First Lieutenant 

Second Lieutenant 

Warrant Officer 

Master Sergeant 

Bruce W. Paul 

Calvin C. Samples 

James F. Ingelsby 

Robert F. Blackwood 

Samuel C. Ryan 
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St•:RCl<:ANTS FIRST CLASS 

l•:dwanl C. hrown 

Robert L. El I iott 

David A. Gentry 

Conrad J. Hanson 

William Manzo 

SERGEANTS 

Louis Armendariz, Jr. 

Jay H. Brown 

William D. Cathcart 

Will T. Cross 

Richard C. Dietz 

Wallace B. Dominguez 

Waldo R. Haug 

Milton D. Jones 

Raymond S. Lucio 

Paul K. Tanaka 

Teddy C. Trujillo 

Earnest J. Brown 

Richard R. Burch 

Orlin E. Cross 

Leonard A. DeBord 

Vernon S. Evans 

Bert E. Flood 

William H. Jenks 

Tommy G. Love 

James L. Rawding 

James R. Tate, Jr. 

William L. Williams 

CORPORALS 

Bill J. Brewer 

Kenneth L. Canfield 

Harold L. DeSantis, Jr. 

Ralph G. Holcomb 

Charles M. Lee 

David J. McGallian 

Robert W. Olson 

Bibi Rivera 

Daniel E. Sall 

Herald Spies 

William E. Wilson 

86 

Jerry H. Brinegar 

Roy E. Churchill, Jr. 

Franklin P. Gransgard 

Homer J. Keeslar 

Frank H. McDowell 

Raymond Mendoza 

Jesse F. Rink 

Raymond L. Saldana 

John P. Sommers 

Andrew C. Vasquez 

l'IUVATES 

Pau l J. Tobcny 
Edward M. Armijo 
Claude G. Crosby 
Octaviano A. Olaiz 
Robert C. Saenz 
Donald W. West 
Robert J. Trujillo 
Robert W. Burchett 
Earl L. Francard 
William M. Gregg 
Lovell B. Krisher 
Ponciano N. Milan 
Frederick J. Richardson 

FIRST CLASS 

Louis E. Gibbs 
John R. Huss 
Jack W. Lynch 
Rudolph J. Slama 
Christian R. V olf 
Harry T. Case 
Claude J. Gaxiola 
Harry J. Hanegan 
Burnette Lane, Jr. 
Harrold H. Miller 
Floyd H. Robinson 
Billy G. Thornton 

PRIVATES, E-2 

Richard L. Adams 

Ronald L. Brown 

Joe R. Flores 

Alphonso Guerrero 

Donald L. Jamison 

David Matta 

John D. McCormick 

Robert L. Palmer 

Don T. Richards 

Robert T. Tyson 

Charles L. Bishop 

Charles L. Clark, Jr. 

Fabian C. Gallegos 

Asa J. Herren, Jr. 

Thomas Janeway 

Alex D. Mawson 

Philip T. McGallian 

William T. Pinnix 

Walton Schirmer, Jr. 

Gerald B. White 

James A. Blanchard 

Charles W. Cone 

Ruben Gomez 

Thomas V. Houck 

Salvador G. Lujan 

Ronald L. McCollum 

Robert E. Miller 

William L. Potter 

James R. Shaffer 
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REC RU ITS, E-J 

Richa rd M. Baiza 
R:iy moJ)(.l G. Delfin 
David M. Fernandez 
Edward G. Gonzales 
Edward T. Grijalva 
W illiam W . Montgomery 
Robert F. Oliveras 
James D. Renfro 
Rudolph P. Rivera 
James C. Sherrill 
Donald G. Sitton 
Arthur C. Trujillo 
Mike M. Villa 
Lorry L. Wise 
Joseph Cardillo, Jr. 
James M. Dodderer 
Joe S. Gandara 
Manuel V. Gonzales 
Manuel Gutierrez 

James H . Hanshew 
Charles A. Horger, Jr. 
Ronald F. Huntley 
Baxter P. Linam 
Mike G. Lucio 
Burton W. Hatheway 
Robert N. Heywood 
Allen A. Larsen 
Joe P. Lozano 
Edward Montejano 
Andrew Nunez 
Tony C. Perez 
Antonio N. Rios 
Salomon R. Rocha 
William E. Shull 
William A. Stewart 
George J. Vieira 
Augustine J. Welty 

X 
EPILOGUE 

T ooKING BACK SIXTY-EIGHT YEARS, to the date the first 
L Company was organized in Santa Ana, and following 

its history through three wars, two earthquakes, the 
Mexican Border trouble, and the Korean conflict, gives to all 
Santa Anans a feeling of pride, that we have a military organ
ization, ever on the alert, to stand guard over our lives and 
property in case of a local emergency, or to serve our country 
in the event of war. An organization that through the years 
has been composed of men from all walks of life, doctors, 
lawyers, engineers, farmers and businessmen, some of whom 
in their later years became leaders in their chosen work or 
profession and in the community. 

There have been many men, other than those herein 
named, who were members of Company L during periods 
when the Company was not called to active service. Space 
_is not available to name all of those men in this narrative, 
that was written to narrate only the times when the Company 
was called to active duty. However, they honorably served 
their enlistment and attended the routine drills and target 
practice, and were ready and prepared to have answered the 
call to active service, had the occasion arisen. 

"Time marches on" and the army changes over, more and 
more, from infantry to armored battalions. So it was, that 
on July rst, 1954, Company L was changed to Company A, 
One Hundred Sixty-first Armored Infantry Battalion, under 
command of Captain Calvin C. Samples. The Company is 

89 



110w liow,cd i11 the beautifu l new State Armory, at 6 12 E:ist 
Delhi Road, Sa nta Ana, where the Company meets once each 
week for drill and training. 

It would be interesting to those of us, who were privileged 
10 serve in the Company, if we could look ahead another sixty
·ight years, and follow the history of the Company during that 

period in the future. I am sure that it would show a record 
of service, equal if not better, than during the past sixty
·ight years. 

There is probably no other military company in these 
United States, that has held a reunion annually for over forty 
years, to which the former members come from as far north 
as the Canadian Border and east to the Mississippi River, 
there to reminisce and renew friendships with comrades, who 
served with them during one of the periods when the 
Company saw active duty, and to go over again and again the 
"Story of Company L." 

THE STORY OF COMPANY L 
"SANTA ANA'S OWN" 

First Edition limited to 1,000 copies. 

Composition and printing by Day Printing Corp., Pomona, California. 

Binding by Weber-McCrea, Los Angeles, California. 

Published by Harry L. Fraser, Fraser Press, Claremont, California. 



Charles D. Swanner , th e a u thor of "The Story of Company "L'' 

"Santa Ana ' s own" Na tiona l Guard of th e S tate o f California was 

a former member of Comp a ny L d uring the Borde r campaign and World 

War I. He made the grade from private to First Li e ut. 

Mr. Swanner i s a graduate of U . S.C . College of Law and is now 

an attorney in S a nta Ana . He has written one Book previo u s to th e 

story of Company L , "The History of Santa Ana". Long prominent in 

civic affairs h e ha s served as city a ttorney of Santa Ana a nd is a 

memb e r of th e Californi a Code Commission and still maintains his 

interes t th e affairs of th e Na tional Guard. 

~ numb er of Adjuant General s of Stat es from which me bers of 

Company L were from have a dded this boo.k to their l i ·r i 

Mr. Swanner thought that since t~ree members of Company L 

was from Kan sas and having been informed of your long career in t~e 

National Guard of Kansas you wculd like the book to add to your ow 

Liabary. I a s k ed for the privilege of presenting it to yo. 

It i s my opinion that to o few books have been written and 

published covering the hi story of ccmpany unit s of the National 

Guard. b e li eve thi s book adds a g rea t dea l to th e published 

re co r ds and hi s tory of the guard . 

I talk pl eas ure Genera l J oe Nickel l in presenting t o you a n 

autograph book , fi rs t edition, "The Story of Company 'L' Na tiona l 

Guard State of California with the compliments of its a uthor 

Charles D. Swanner. 



Augu t 2 , 195 

Major G neral Jo Nickell 
Adjuant Gen~rat State of Kan~~a 
Topeka, Kansas 

Deer n ral Nick Ll: 

Yu ask d for s furth r information concernin 
Charles D. wanner, ut or of C ipany L. I am giving you 
the following information fer your use a you aee fit. 

H~ has ~.rved as City Attorney of S nta Ana, a 
dir ctor of t e Chamber of Com re, Commander of the 
American L_gion. trustee of th Pubtio Library, Pr aident 
of the Orange County Bar A$sociation, Presi lent of th 
ltxchange Club, a memb,·r of the Ccttffornia Code Commi~udon, 
a member of th Draft oard during the seconq ortd War, 
and rominent in many oth r civic and buJinosG organizutiona. 

Being intensely int r sted in the pioneer dqya of 
the city ho ha• the finost cottection of city directorio$ 
of Santa Ana in the community, dating back to the year 
1895 haa been cottecting d ta covering 
early events in the city dur,n ear-r.-;y,------~------1 

days. 

Hia ton residence in S nta Ana, together Nith his 
activities in civic and busin•ss organizations, e$peciatly 
qualifies him to tell in narrative form the story of Santa 
Ana of ye terdcy. 

Yours truly, 

J. £. Gardiner 

JCG/dtc 


