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STOCKTON ZOUAVE GUARD

(STOCKTON GUARD)

Stoekton ZzZouave Guard, (Stockton Guard) unattached, Third Brigade
reference: Dead Office File, Row 6, File 1
Location: Stockton, San Joaquin County
Mustered in December 12, 1871
Reorganized July 22, 1889%%

Commanding Officers

Name Rank Commission
L. E. Lyon, Captain Dee. 12, 1871 Jan. 5, 1872
kdward Scott, First Lieut. Dec. 12, 1871 Jan. s, 1872

L. L. Lyon, Captain
(reelected Dec. 1, 1873)
Eugene Lenhe, First Lieut. Dec. 1

, 1875 Dec. 8, 1875

L. &, Lyon, Captain
(reelected Nov. 80, 1879)
(resigned Sept. 28, 1876)

Kugene Lehe, Captain Oct. 16, 1876

Edwin DelLano, First Lieut. may 41, 1879 June 4, 1870

John J. Nunan, First Lieut. Apr. 20, 1876 uay 4, 1876

Bugene Lene, Captain
(reelected Oct. 18, 1878)

John J. Nunan, rirst Lieut.
(reelected april 1y, 1878)

Eugene Lene, Captain
(reelected Oct. 25, 1880)

John J. Nunan, First Lieut.
(reelected 1880)

Eugene Lehe, Captain
(reelected 1882)

John Nunan, first Lieut.
(reelected 1882)

Eugene Lehe, Captain
(reelected 1884 )
B. C. Crawford, First Lieut. mar. 9, 1884 mar. 20

1884
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*The Stockton Zouave Guard was redesignated Company A, Sixth
Infantry Battalion, Third Brigade, July 22, 1885.
Adjutant Ceneral Heport 1880-1886, General Order No. 18, page 70.
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STOCKTON ZOUAVE GUARD (Continued)

Activities:

The City of Stockton had been without a military company since

the disbandment of the former militia corps in 1866, so military

minded citizens busied themselves with orgenizing a new company.

On November 16, 1871, Adjutant General Thomas N. Cazneau issued
Special Order No. 41, granting approval of the petition of the
citizenry. He appointed Brigadier-General Williem A. Davies,

commander of the Third Brigade, to have charge of the arrange-

ments for the muster in of the new company, comprising the only

unit in the Third Brigade. The new corps was formally mustered

in on December 12, 1871, as an unattached company, adopting the

name of Stockton Zouave Guard. Several of the early day companies

had called themselves Zouaves, particularly during the Civil War
period, assuming with the name a part of the characteristic

oriental uniform of the French Zouaves. Sometimes these companies
used the intricate drills of the Zouaves, but this was not always
successful as was proved in the ecase of the California Zouaves.of
Mearysville ten years previously. The Marysville company was dis-
banded shortly after organizing, supposedly because of the fatigue |
of the peculiar drill which drove most of the members from the ‘
ranks.* The members of the Stockton company apparently reconsider-

ed the adoption of Zouave in their title as it would entail unneces- ‘
sary expense in uniforming themselves and labor in perfecting the
drills; therefore, on the first of February 1872, the members of ‘
he company voted to designate themselves as the Stockton Guard,

unattached. |

The Guard later became known as Company A of the Sixth Infantry.

The company was always ready to serve their State on €all for any

emergency or to make a brilliant showing for social activities. The

unit produced many prominent leaders who were active in promoting

the advancement of not only their own company, but the building up

of other units thus enlarging the Third Brigade from the one unattach-
- ed company until there were several companies combined in the Sixth-

Infantry.

Target practice, excursions, and battalion drills and parades were
part of the regulation training; emergency calls to assist the County
Sheriff and participation in public parades for the delight of their
fellow citizens were included in their activities.

According to two letters on file from Captain Lehe to the Adjutant
General, the personnel of the Stockton Guard had been taken to task

for incorrect reports. In the first letter of December 17, 1876, the
Captain explained that he was at a loss to understand why the former
Captein L. E. Lyon had made the errors, as he (Captain Lehe) had
particularly ceutioned Lyon about this specific matter. Captain Lehe
went into deteil to explain why some members had been dropped from

the rolls such as for non-attendance or removal from the Brigade
limits. He expressed himself non-plussed as to why one particular
member's name had been returned to the roll, as "the man was never |
sworn in, in fact he was a patient in the Insane Asylum."
=000~
*Ad jutant General Report 1861, page 127.
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STOCKTON ZOUAVE GUARD (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)
Again on August-11l, 1880, Captain Lehe acknowledged recelipt of a
criticism from Headquaerters. Evidently there had been other com-
munications dealing with this particuler difficulty, as the Captain
expressed his pleasure over the fact that the General had been con-
vinced that he (Captain Lehe) was not held to blame for the delays
of his reports. The Captain did not propose to blame General Backus
for what the General had said or daone, and believed that he (Captain
Lehe) had accomplished his aim, which was to "rap" Division Head-
quarters in such a manner that their complaints could not reach him.
After several other comments on the subject, the Captain concluded
his letter with a promise to do as the General had suggested, then
ended with the bit of advice to "Keep Cool"™. From the general tone
of this letter, it is perceived that there was considerable friction
between the officials of the Third Brigade and State Headquarters.

The Annual Muster Roll of the National Guard in use during the existence
of the Stockton Guard was made up to record the greater part of the

companies' activities. It included the following items:

l. Annual Muster Roll of members.

2. Ordnance Account.

. Affidevit for ordnance stores used
up in service.

4. -Changes since last report of members.

O, A brief summary of the year'!s activities.

6. An attached itemized statement of the
meanner in which all moneys received from
the State during the past year had been
expended.

On the July 24, 1884 ,Muster Roll, Captain Lehe summarized the year's
activities as follows:

S

Purchased two new drums. Received 1,000
rounds ball cartridges and two wall
tents and poles.
Company paraded as follows during the past year:
August 24, 1883, in San Francisco during
Masonic Conclave.
September 9, 1883, with Sons of the
Golden West.
September 13, 1883, for target practice as
per Special Order, General Headquarters.
April 8, 1884, ‘with Knights of Pythias.
May 5, 1884, in Stockton and Oskdale and went
into Camp at Oakdale for three days.
May 30, 1884, with Grand Army of the Republic.
July 4, 1884, for muster inspection and with
citizens in general parade.

There were eighty-one members listed in the company on the Muster Roll
wlth thirty-one names of discharged members for the year ending
July 1884.
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STOCKTON ZOUAVE GUARD (Continued)

Activities: (Continued)

Guard plans were laid to combine these two companies into a
battalion. In 1884, there had been talk of organizing a bat-
talion, and the moving spirits had selected the name of the
Sixth Howitzers, as this would be the Sixth Battalion.*
Finally on March 18, 1885, Captain Lehe of the Stockton Guard
and Captain Nunan of the Emmet Guard with several officers of
the two companies made a joint request to Headgquarters to sanction
the reorganization, so as to increase the efficiency of the Nat-
ional Guard in the Third Brigade. The [Forsythe Guard of Fresno
was later included in. this arrangement, which resulted in the
formation of a battalion to be known as the Sixth Infantry
Battalion, designating the Stockton Guard as Company A, the

Emmet Guard as Company B, and the Forsythe Guard as Company C

of the Infantry. General Order No. 18, July 22, 1885, was

issued by the authority of the Board of Location and Organization
for this reorganization.**For additional activities of the”
Stockton Guard refer to Company A of the Sixth Infantry Battalion,
Third Brigade.

o

%*Stockton Daily Independent, July 18, 1884, page 3, column 5.

**¥Adjutant General Report 1885-1886, General Order No. 18, page 70.
g 3 W




