
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

History of the Veterans of the Mexican 
War, National Guard of California 

1870-1872 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the 
California National Guard and the California State Library. 

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 16 January 2015 

 



VETER 

Veterans of the .Mexican War , Company A, Second Brigade 
Reference: Dead Office File, Row 4, File 2 
Location: Sen Francisco , San Francisco County 

stered in February 17 , 1870 · 
ustered out Jw1e 1, l872 

Co~&ndinf 
l~am.e 
Duniel Hungerford , Captain 
David Scannell, First Lieut . , 

(Resigne-d Sept . 26 , 18?0) . 
Thomas Knipe, First Lieut . 

Thomas Knipe , Captain , · 
'lilliam Lee , First Lieut· ~ 

Activities: 

1r1 t 1870 
17 , 18?0 

Oct . 5 , 1870 

Aug .. l , 1871 
: Au~ . 1 , 1871 

COinL'!lisslon 
Feb. 21, 1870 
Feb . 21, 1870 

Oct . 22, 1870 

Aug . 26, 18?1 
Aug . 26 , 1871 

On September 30 , 186~ , .several citizens residing in the city 
and county of San Fran•;.h;co , who had served in the Army or 

vy of the Unite·d States during the Mexican War '"ere desirouz 
of forming a milit'ary company in conformity with the .Military 

of California . They , therefore , asked that James M. Allen 
the Adjutant General uppoint some suitable person to superintend 
the meeting to organize and enroll the company into the service 
of the National Guard of California . The petition of the associ
ad Veterans of the Mexican War , was approved by Adjutant General 
James M. Allen , and the organization was to be mustered immedi
ately into the State service . * 

On February 17 , 1870 , in the city and county of San Francisco , 
the Veterans of the Mexican War , Company A (Foot Artillery ) 
was sworn into the service of the State , unU.er the com....""W.nd of 
Captain Daniel Hungerford , formerly Captain of the Sierra Guard 
and later Major o:r~ the Sierra Battalion. This company v;es com
posed or seventy- five men all of VThom had served in the Mexican 
ar , also many of thcra including Captcin HunGerford were veterans 

of the Civil War . The company on April fifth of' the ;;.;one year 
posted a ~1 , 000 penal Tiond for their equipnent , and althoueh they 
ere an unattached f.oot .. :..rtillery company of the Second Brigade, 

the Adjutant Gcnerul L:nued tbelll Infantry e1....uipment . 

Unfortunately this company had only a brief existence in the 
National Guard of California . The Military Law passed by the 
State Ler ilature of 18?2 , reduced the military companies in the 
tate to forty in all . The Board of Location and Ort:.anization 

-ooo-
*Adjutant General Report , 1870- 1871 , Special Order No . 5 . page 99 . 



(continued ) 

ctivities: (Continued) 

had the p011er to reorganize or disband companies throughout 
the Jtate with a reference to the military needs . * In accord
ance with the decision of the Board . nne. in order to carry 
into effect the requirements of the Lav1 es embodied in para
graph three, ti1:i1e ()ne of ·the! Eo1:itica1 Code, General Order 
o. 7 ·Has issued and the Veterans of t.he !...exice.n t/ar.·, COL1jX:l.ny 

was.hqnorably ·mustered out of· the service of the State June 1 , 
18'72.** 

-ooo-

•nolitica1 Code of California 18'72, Section 1958. 

**Adjutant General Repor 1872-1873 . page 89 . 
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