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INTRODUCTION

I was enrolled at the University of Southern California
in the School of Commerce where I was a major in Business
Administration with an emphasis in Finance. I had a Draft
Deferment based on a qualification Test and satisfactory
grades while carrying a minimum workload of at least twelve
units per semester. I graduated in January 1952 with a
Bachelor‘af Science Degree and became eligible for Selective
Service. I knew I would be drafted and did not want to wait
around for the inevitable axe to fall. I looked into the
several options available to me -and decided to volunteer
for a two year Army enlistment which would lead to an
Officer's Candidate School. Upon joining I was given Army
Serial Number RA19399994, which turned out to be pretty
lucky. Before I could report for induction I received my
Selective Service Induction Notice. I had just eluded
being drafted and some other guy had to fill the quota.

INDUCTION

It began at 8:00 A.M. on February 25, 1952 at the the
Army Induction Center on Washington Blvd. in downtown Los
Angeles. We were processed for Induction beginning with
taking an Oath of Allegience administered by an Army Major
who at it's conclusion recounted about a phomnecall he had
received that morning from an inductee's mother. She stated
that she did not want her son to travel by airplane while
in the Army "because it was too dangerous”". The Major was
quite amused by this request as, of course, no such assurance
could be given.

The reality of what had just occured began to be realized,
which was that we had just given up one of our most prized
possessions, our individual freedom. As long as we were in
the U.S. Army we would be "Government Chattel" and would
go where we told to go and do what we were were told to do.
Later this was reinforced by a career Army Sergeant who said.
"We can't make you do anything, but we can make you wish you
had."

The day was spent processing which included a physical,
interviews, questioning, innoculations and finally transport
to Los Angeles Union Station for an overnight train ride
to Fort Ord at Monterey, California for sixteen weeks of
Heavy Weapons Company Basic Training.

I met two other college men, onesfrom Stanford named Jim
and one from U.C.L.A. named Don.. Jim was wmas appoimted
acting Corporal in charge of all ninety five of us for the
trip. Jim, Don and I shared a drawing room for the over night
train ride. We arrived at Salinas train station at 4:30 A.M.
and took a bus ride to Fort Ord on a damp cold foggy morning.
We lined up in front of a C.P. (Command Post) and awaited A
greeting.






Our schedule change™ i variations in weapons.We were
trained in the use and care of the M-1 Rifle, Browning Automatic
Rifle (B.A.R.),Light 30 Cal. Machine Gun, Heavy 30 Cal. Machine
Gun, 50 Ca. Machine Gun, 60MM Mortor, 3.5 Inch Rocket Launcher,
M-1 Rifle Grenade, Hand Grenade, Bayonet Drill . and Gas Mask.

We ran the Bayonet Course and trained at Camp Hunter Ligget

on the Infiltration Course under 1ive machine gun fire. We

ran most all the time and had a great deal of physical exercise.
We w2re tested for number of repitions of Pull-Ups, Push-Ups,
Sit-Ups and Squat-Jumps. The numbers were recorded and became
the basis for determining our individual profiles, which became
a part of our records. A so-called Picket Fence of all Ones

was what we were shooting for.I made it going from 212 1lbs. at
the start of training to 180 1lbs. at the end.

About half way through Basic Training I was called to
take another physical in support of my Officer$ candidacy.

Based on this physical, I was boarded out and iold my eyes were
not good enough. Later, my father related that at about this
same time he received an anonymous phone call inquiring as to
his political views and affiliations.This all seems very strange
and to this day remains a mystery.Il completed Basic Training

in late June 1952 and was informed I was selected to take an
eight weeks Leaders Course at Fort Ord.

LEADERS COURSE

I was assigned as a dismounted drill instructer aad I
spent almosthl of my time drilling troops in physical training &
marching. It was a good time in which I had my evenings to do
what I wanted and I took in a lot of movies at 25 cents each.
£ alcg made a few tzrips o the-P.X.,. Ior-somes 3.2. beer. I shared
a badre room with one other trooper named Lee 0'Connel who was
from cur neighborhood. I was able to catch up on my sleep and
all things considered it was a good time.Previous Leaders Course
graduates were promoted to P.F.C. , but this practice has been.
discontinued.I completed the Course and graduated Saturday,
September 6, 1952. I was given a 30 day leave and given orders
Lo report to Camp Stoneman at Pittsburg, California the first
week in October 1952. Camp Stoneman is located near the Sacramewnto
river and is a shipping point to the far East. Suredy, I was
headed for Korea. :

THE TRIP TO JAPAN

I arrived at Camp Stoneman October 8, 1952 an began the

4nevitable processing physical with booster innoculations
for any and all possibilities. /The guy in front of me lost his
shot record and when hit with many shots, fainted. They put
him on a cot to recuperate before hitting him with another
round of shots. The lesson is hank on to your shot record. The
trip started at 1:00 A.M. Saturday October 11, 1952. We turned
in our bedding and ate breakfast, put on our Class "A" uniforms
and reported with duffle bag in hand to the assembly area.where
we loaded on bus's and trucks for the short trip to Camp Stoneman
Army Dock on the Sacramento River. A band played while we loaded
on a paddle wheeled ferry boat for a forty mile trip down river
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to Berth No. 7 at the Oakland Navy Dock where the Military

S2a Transportation Service (M.S.T.S.) General W.H. Gordon
was docked. We disembarked the ferry boat and assembled on the
dock where the Red Cross served us cookies and coffee. We then
boarded the Gordon and were on our way by 2:00 P.M. Saturday
October 11, 1952.

The Gordon is a twin stack diesel powered ship with a
-civilian crew carrying 2000 Army troops and 1600 Air Force
personnel.on thids trip to Yokohama, Japan. The ship is over
500 feet in length and cruises 18-20 knots per hour. We sleep
in compartments holding about 250 men each. The bunks are
stacked in four levels and I am in No. 3 bunk counting from
top down in Compartment #7C, three decks below the main deck;
When the weather is good the Compartment gets hot and humid,
so I spend as much time as I can on the main deck. We have
salt water showers which leave you feeling un-clean and
your hair stiff as a board. We are assigned duties for cleaning
our Compartment and performing K.P., both of which I have
managed to avoid for the whole trip. Some get K.P. every other
day. We eat in shifts and the food quality is not very good
featuring a lot of boiled eggs and creamed chip beef on toast,
the famous dish termed "Shit on a Shingle"”. The first evening
at sea was in good weather and Jim Crowley, Eric Stolz, Bill
Brown and I went top-side near the starbeoard rail for fresh
air. The ship was gently rolling from side to side and Bill
Brown began to turn a little green and we mercilessly taunted
him with "How would you like a greasy pork sandwich” upon
which he headed for the rail to up-chuck. Not a nice thing to
do.I was lucky and never got seasick, even in severe weather, -
not even when the companion ways were full of up-chuck.

Jim Crowley is in Compartment 5C which is on permanent
K.P. He has escaped most duty because of his ability to.sing.
He sings at church services and was once recruited by Fred
Waring's Pennsylvanians. He's currently rehearsing for a
troop entertainment show put on by the U.S.0. aboard ship.

The key performer is Dick Cantino who ha won several times
on the Major Bowes Amateur Hour.playing the accordian.Dick
had previously refused being inducted into the service, but
finally agreed to service in Special Services. Jim introduced
me to Dick when happened to be eating at the same time. I was
in a rare mood telling jokes which amused Dick and he asked
me if I had material so I could appear in his show. I had

to decline missing a chance at show business. I attended the
show and it received good audience response.

The speed of the Gordon was a blessing, as many otheg
ships on the run made only half her speed taking twice as
long for the trip with it's cramped quarters and bad food.

I passed the time reading, lounging on deck in good weather
and attending movies on the fore deck at night.There were
frequent Crap Games, but I didn't participate.We encountered
several storms with only one being very severe, making it
difficult to stay in our bunks. I never got seasick and I

guess I would have made a good sailor. There was much talk._ .~
about our destination with some saying Kobe, Yokahama or
straight to Korea. We would soon know and as we approached
land you could actually smell it. After an 11 day voyage we
docked at Yokohama, Japan.






We left the train station at 10:30 P.M. headed for a town
named Chinsu where all Divisions in Korea had their Reception
Companies to process incoming and outgoing troops. On the train
ride we ran without lights and took turns guarding between the
rail cars with live ammunition which was passed from guard to
guard. I managed to avoid this duty as I struggled to get any
sleep on those hard wooden benches. The weather was unstable
and it began to rain when we finally arrived at our destination
early in the morning. We ate breakfast and began processing by
being assigned tents in which we were to spend two very cold
nights. Our unit assignments would most likely depend on our
Military Oeecupational specialty: (M.0.S.) which meant I would
be assigned to an Infantry outfit.

MY LUCKY DAY

The second and final day of processing I was in line
waiting my turn for an interview by an officer. The interviews
were short and the Officer did most of the talking. When my
turn came the Officer looked over my records and said "How
Would You Like To Signal School ?".He further explained the
School was just eight miles down the road and was created to
fill a need for radio operators proficient in Morse Code - zand
was eight weeks duration. To graduate you must be able to transmit
at least 13 words per minute and send 13 words per minute.l
responded I would be pleased to attend Signal School.

SIGNAL SCHOOL

On November 2, 1952 I started Signal School assigned to
tent with nine others which had two heating stoves and was
located near the mess tent,were the chow is good. A short
walk down the road are showers and we have a Korean .house boy
who helps keep the tent clean and takes our laundry to local
wvomen for washing and ironing. The charge is a pack of cigarettes
or a few candy bars. We can get a-haircaf for a ten cent chit
from a Korean barber, real short but not stylish.

Two others from Fort Ord are also here, Harold Mintz and
Art Morgan. Jim Crowley got a lucky break as a Clerk Typist
somewhere south of here. Bill Brown along with many others have
gone north to front line units. Some have already been wounded
and rumor is that Konig was seriously hurt and sent back to
the U.S. for treatment. I feel very fortunate to have landed
here. Just call me "Sparks". Upon graduation we will be assigned
to a Batt@glion Headquarters as code operations are not used
below this level.

There are about forty in our class and we all live in
ten man squad tents. They show movies most every night with
lights out at 10:30 P.M. and we arise at 6:30 A:M. The Camp is
four miles from Chunchonin central Korea and about 35 miles
from the front lines.



The only really bad chore is having to perform guard duty.
It's very coldsand the weather is mostly bad with tempertures
near or at zero every night. Guard duty is always a miserable
task and we wear as many clothes as we can to include lighter
fluid fed hand warmers. We were issued the new cold weather
boots. They are uniquely designed on the double boiler principle
and are made from a composite . black material. They were quickly
designated "Mickey Mouse Boots". They are a blessing as the the
first troops sent to Korea had more casualties from frost bite
thanfrom enemy wounds.

Our first assignment was to learn the alphabet and numbers
in Morse Code. We practice in taking five character words working
for a minimum of thirteen per minute with only three mistakes.
That!ls sixty five characters per minute. We start slow and inrease
speed as we progress. The thirteen words per minute will qualify.. -
us for a Low Speed Operator M.0.S. It takes Twenty words per
minute to be a High Speed Operator which is one hundred characters
per minute. None of us will make that speed. I seem to learn
slow, but once I learn a speed I don't slide back like some do.

It soon became apparent that receiving was much more dificult
than sending and you could always send faster than you could
receive, thus the emphasis on receiving.We settled into a class
routine and by the end of the second week most wezre working on -
eight words per minute. Time passed quickly and it was soon
Thanksgiving.

On Thanksgiving day I had the best meal the Army ever served.
The cooks ouﬁdidthemselves with all the turkey, dressing, mashed
patatoes, gravy, several vegetables, yams, apple pie, pumpkin pie,
and large cans of mixed nuts on each table. A Major toured the
mess hall asking if everyone had enough to eat. Needless to say
we all overate. It was soon Christmas and we had a littie tree
decorated with whatever we could find. Packages from home were
most welcome and goodies were shared and quickly consumed.

It was soon graduation day with almost all of us qualifying
for our certificates of Completion.The Commanding General of the
40th. Infantyy Division arrived to present us with our Certificates.
When I saluted him he handed me my Certificate and said "Nice
Salute”. In two days I would-know my assignment.

We returned to the 40th. Infantry Division replacement
company on January 4, 1953.1 received assignment to the 115th.
Medical Battalion. I was the only one assigned there. First,all
were required to attend five days of refresher combat training
at a newly established center. It seems many of those coming
from reserverand guard units were found lacking in training
and needed an update.The Camp was new and the facilities were
lacking like most transient posts. The weather was very cold
and miserable and on top of this, I drew quard duty. I survived
and was soon on my way. '

THE WAR

The War had evolved into a stalemate in that each side
maintaining an M.L.R. (Main Line of Resistance) from the east
coast to the west coast across the entire Korean Penninsula
at about the 38th. Paraliel with a no-mans land in between.
Tne fight was now between the United Nations forces and the
Communist Chinese, with the Uwmited States making up the
greatest number of the U.N. forces.The action consists mainly
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of artillery and mdtor fire with night patrols of nine or ten
men going into no-mans land to inflict casualties or capture
prisoners to gather inteligence. Meanwhile, peace talks were
started which were called off from time to time with little

or no progress. Unless you were in range of artillery fire or
required to go on patrol, you were pretty safe. Many were hurt
and some were killed in accidents due to bad weather and bad
roads.The first troops sent to Korea suffered from frost bite
and many lost fingers, toes and limbs.

The 40TH. Infantry Division was on line one division from
the east coast and the 115th. Med. Bn. was about fifteen miles
behind in support. Therefore, I would be pretty safe unless
all out war would breakout. While I was assigned to the 115th.we
- had-two ccazuaities. .~ A Sergeant was arcidentaly shor by another
soldier who had just come off of guard duty and had not cleared
his rifle of ammunition. He was sitting near the stove with his
rifle over his knees and it went off striking the Sergeant in
his abdomen. The wound was serious and the Sergeant was taken
to a Mash unit and eventually evacuated to a hospital in Japan.
Another soldier was killed when returning from R&R in Japan
Dy Jaab and.~ was hit in the head by a train which was backing
up in dense fog at a crossing.

THE 115TH. MEDICAL BATTALION

I arrived at the 115th. with two others in pouring down
rain in the dark. We reported to the C.P. where we were greeted
by Corporal Hal Voss who was acting lst. Sergeant. He seemed
to be pleased to meet us and had reviewed our records and knew
our training andsqualifications. I was assigned to the Communz.
-ication Section part of Operations and taken to a squad tent
where I would bunk with seven others. I met the other men and
had a good nights sleep.

The next mourning I was taken to the dugout were the
communications were conducted.We man two radios and a telephone
switch board. One radio is dedicated to C.W Morse Code and one
radio is ,voice communication with Clearing Company ambulances.
We do not pull guard duty as we man the radios in shifts 24
hours a day, seven days a week.The Code radio is dedicated to
a Division Net consisting of Engineers, Artillery, tanks,
Ordnance, Quartermaster, Recon Bn. and Medics. We are required
to answer a net check on the hour around the clock. We are on
call at any time needed. We also operate a device called a M-
209 Converter. It isya device which is used to incript or
decrypt messages andﬁ-lt is used when secrecy is needed.It was
invented by a Swiss man and it is based on the German W.W.II
Inigma system. It is mechanical and utilizes pin and lug
settings which are designated by Division in the form of a Key
listing issued on a calendar basis and revised periodically.
The codes can be broken in time by experts too late to be usafwi.

All of our transmissions are monitored %% ths enemy by vur.
Division and by the Army Security Agency. Last month we were
rated the second best station in our net and the 27th. best
in all of Korea for mistakes and descrepancies.This is prettv
good as there are hundreds of stations in Korea.



All medical units are commanded by Medical Doctors. When
I first arrived our Commander was a Major who was mesmerized
by our ability to take and send Morse Code. Hevwoculd sneak down
the steps to our bunker and listen to the traffic. He wanted to
give us an award of some kind, but the other officers explained,
that we were just doing the job we were trained to do. Our
next commanding officer was Lt. Colonel Horowitz whose first
act was to change our code sign which was "Gasher". I must
agree it was too graphic and must have been thought up by
someone with a distorted sense of humor. He came up with "Geneva",
which was much better.

In the course of military service you cole across many
diferent types of people from different backgrounds with varying
degrees of intellect, interests and opinions. You have no choice
of whomypu will serve with or where you will serve. It's best
you learn to be tolerent and flexible in order to get along
with the job as smoothly as possible.Here arekome profiles
of my first tent mates. R

Master Sergeant Bierkamper - A career soldier in charge
of our tent and the Battalion Operations Sgt. He came from Germany
where he had his family with him and had good duty. He's got
a good sense of humor and rolls with the flow. I like him.

Corporal Mike Hannigan - An Irish Catholic from Chicago
and a graduate of Quincy College in Illinois with a major in
Biology.He's married and has a bit of an ego. I get along with
him even though he's sloppy, has ugly yellow teeth and farts
and belches.

P.F.C. John Knox Hall - A big fellow at 6'2'"' and at least
250 1bs. is robust and loud. He's from Pennsylvania and brags
about it constantly. He's fairly smart and is a graduate of
California Poly Tech in PA. He's congenial and is a sloppy soldier.

Corporal Smedley - A native of New Jersey of medium size,
very muscular and is a typical strong silent type. He loves the
outdoors and is an archery buff. He doesn't say much and. keeps
to himself and is soon to go home. He smokes a pipe, is very
clean and a sharp soldier,

P.F.C. Glenn Brosell - A mama's boy who is excitable and
emotional who constantly complains. He swears lst..Sgt.Voss is an
ex-con from Joliet prison, a charge never proven.

Pvt. Bert Keathly - A conscientious objector, married
and a native of Missouri where he worked in a shoe factory. He's
clean and doesn't swear, drink, smoke or go to movies. He's a
whiz at checkers which he played at the shoe factory at lunch
and during breaks. I wouldn't play him for money, he has a
good sense of humor and is an o.k. guy.

Rocky - TI've lost his name. Another conscientious objecgor
who was a truck driver. He would wake up in the middle of the
night yelling nonsense and waking everyone up. Sgt. Bierkamper
would talk to him saying somethink which made no sense. As
long as we had Rocky we would not sleep a whole night through.

I finished my first year of a two year hitch still a
Private E-2 with little hope of making much rank. One day in
March 1953 a Sergeant from personnel paid me a visit and inquired
if T had attended Officer's Candidate School. I told him about
being boarded out and he replied that Warrent Officer Pate the
Battalion personnel Officer said I was eligible for a direct
Commission. He asked if I would like to _apply. He suggested
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I should have my eyes tested. I followed his suggestion. Mﬂright
eye tested at 20-20 and my left eye tested 20-30. I agreed

to proceed with the application feeling I had nothing to lose.The
W.0. prepared the necessary papers, I signed theam -and they went
on their way.

THE TRIP TO YUNG DUNG PO

In early March 1953 I was called to the C.P. and given a
job. I was to drive another soldier to Yung Dung Po to attend
a class on movie projector use and maintenance. Also, we were
to drop off a movie projector at a signal depot to be repaired.
They assigned Bert Keathly to accompany me on the trip as no
one is allowed to travel alone.We would travel the main road
south to Seoul and cross the Han River to Yung Dung Po. It
seemed like a good opportunity to see some of the country and
get a break from daily routine. Little did I know how a trip
of about 135 miles one way could be such an adventure.

The next morning we picked up our Jeep at the motor pool
and were on our way. It was a clear morning, but knowing how
unstable the weather can®peswe were prepared forkain, sleet or
saow. The motor pool Sargeant had prepared a trip pass and we
were off.

This route is well traveled by all tyges of vehicles many
of which are very heavy resulting in many pot holes filled with
mud requiring the use of four wheel drive. Some are quite deep
stalling the sma¥lar vehicles which then neaded a>tow. Th= weailer
began to change and during the trip we encountered rain, sleet,
snow and sunshine. All of this added up to a trip of 135 miles
taking eight and a half hours. During the trip we blew a tire
and changed to the spare. Adding to our woes we lost our
lingage to the clutch making gear shifting difficult and I had
to lock the transmission in one gear at a time.

We finaliv arrived in Seoul and found a large Ordnance
Depot where the Sargeant in charge was very helpful having a
mechanic repair the clutch linkage and giving us a new tire
and wheel. We must have looked like Willie and Joe up front
in our steel helmets with my 30 Cal. Carbine and an.' old mud
spattered Jeep. I noticed the Depot was full of new Jeeps and
I asked him why they had not been issued, as all the Jeeps I
had seen were all W.W. 2 vintage. He said that the Korean
drivers stole every part they could when driving the Jeeps
from Inchohto Seoulsand replacement parts were on order. We
gassed up and drove through Seoul.

We were stopped by M.P.'s who asked to see our Trip Pass.
I gave the trip pass over for their inspection and they said
it was invalid because it had not been signed by the Commanding
Officer. They contacted the 115th. by telephone and received
verbad coemfirmation and we were on our way.

Seoul had been ravaged by the war and there were few
buildings that were not damaged. A rare exception was the
Army Post Exchange where we stopped to shop. I didn't buv anvthing
but ate a cheese sandwich and a chocolate- sundae. Before the
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¥acancies. We were able to find a multi-story hotel that seemed to
be decent run by an American who was married to a Japanese woman

at $3.00 dollars ceach per night. We soon found Tokyo was not going
to be cheap ad we had to take a cab everywhere as the trains were
packed and we didn't know the language nor d&rections. It had been
a long night and morning and we decided to take a nap before start-
ing out.

We arose late afternoon and decided to visit the 119th.Enrgineer's
Club, where we enjoyed beer and music. The Club is open to all-‘azud
we met some interesting people . Noteably a B.0O.A.C. flight crew
who fly a Comet, the first all jet powered commercial aircraft.

This plane suffered serious proplems and was taken out of service.

At the Club there were Australians, New Zealandars, Canadians,

and British troops. The Commonwealth R&R center was located at

Ibasu about 20 miles outside of Tokyo which had been the place where
the Japanese trained their two man submarine crews during W.W.2.

The Aussies were very friendly and invited us to visit there
Camp. One of them was a "Mickey Spillane " fan, reading all: of his
books and smoking Lucky Strike cigareitas. We took them up on their
invitation and toasted the Queen in their Pub. We toured the Camp
ate breakfast and returned to Tokyo the next day.

My father had done business with a Japanese American named
Frank Tsuchiwawho owned the Pacific California Fish Company. He
had been sent to a Relocation Camp in Colorado during W.W. 2. His
brother lived in Japan were he worked for the-U.S. Air Force. I
had his phone number and was told to give him a call if I ever got
to Japan. I called him and he gave us a tour to the Ginza the
famous shopping area were I bought a few items. He then took us
to a restraunt where he treated us to a Kobe Beef steak dinner,
which was very expensive. I'm sure his brother had sent him the
money. The next day we went to the "Ernie Pyle Theatre in downtown
Tokyo. :

Ezmnie Pyle was a Pulitzer Award winning journalist and a
favorite of the average G.I. as he often told the story of their
plight in fighting W.W 2. He was killed in the Pacific and this
Theatre was named in his honor..The facility had two theatres,

A barber shop, recreation rooms, a restraunt, & Post Exchange .

and a watch repair shop.We spent the day and usesd:.all the facilities,
including a shave. Our five day R&R was up the next day. It had

all gone too fast and we returned home the same route by which

we had arrived with no incidents.

COMMISSIONING

On June 5, 1953 I received a Direct Appointment as a 2nd.
Liewstenant U.S. Army Reserve. I executed the oath of office
form and accepted the appointment June 14, 1953. I will finish
my current two year enlistment as an enlisted man and go into
the Reserve as an Officer. An Officer hearing of Commissioning sent
me an old pair of aiz. 2asi.-Lieutenants.goid.bars for good luck-
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A NEW OPPORTUNITY

On July 16, 1953 I was called to the Company C.P. and informed
that I was to be given a new assignment. The current S-3 Operations
Master Sergeant Bierkamper is being transferred to Japan and I could
have the job if no one transferred in with appropriate experience.

I was recommended for the position by Sgt. Bierkampe##, 3n. REZécutive
Officer Captain Justice, S-1 Officer Captain Cooke and my old friend
ISt. Sgt. Voss. It would surely mean a promotion to Sergeant and

I was greatly appreciative for the opportunity.

The Truce talks had been going on for many months with little
progress apparent. Finally, on July 27th. 1953 .a truce was signed
and soon many soldiers who had the points woulébe going home.
Therefore, it would be unlikely any transfers in would be a possibility
to take my new positiom . Myself, I probabizwill-be going home
in.uscanber orJanuar = Our Battalion is scheduled to send home forty
5ix% in September.

PROMOTION

On September 24th. 1953 I was promoted to Sergeant. An officer
provided two fifths of Canadian Club Whiskey at $1.60 each. with
which to celebrate. Unannounced five Sergeants showed up at my
tent and I passed aroi#nd one bottle which lasted about four rounds.
It was great to be welcomed to the club by my new contemporpysizs
I saved the other bottle for future use. It was a special feeling
to make Sergeant and to be accepted by my peers. The Army's Sergeants
that really make the Army an effectiwve. force.

MEETING THE VICE PRESIDENT

On November 4, 1953 @ represented the Battalion at a formation
held on a hill top for Vice President Richard M. Nixon- who arrived
by Jeep. He was impressive in a dark blue suit with his jat black
hair. He trowped the ranks greeting every soldier and when he came
to me I snapped to attention and said "Sir Sergeant Conger 115th
Medical Battalion". He responded by asking where was I from and I
answered Los Angeles, California. He said his wife was from there too.
He went on down the ranks and all of a sudden a four star General :...=.
appeared in front of me. I snapped to attention and said "Sir Sgt.
Conger 115th. Medical Battalion". He asked how do keep your uniforms
in such good shape?. I respondedSir we have indiginess personnel
who assist us.I later found out he was General Hull the current Far
East Commander.

PROMOTION

On November 24, 1953 I was called to the Company C.P. and
told I was promoted to Sergeant First Class whichcame as a real

su rgrlse as. I had %g two months in grade as a Sesgean:i. Thats
our promotions i1in eléven months.
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U.C.L.A. VS. Michigan State Rose Bowl Game which U.C.L.A. lost 28

to 20. We docked January 4, 1954 at Oakland Naval Base and took

tae paddle wheeled river boat to Pittsburg landing and then by bus
to Camp Stoneman. Upon processing I was put on a 30 day leave. I
returned to Camp Stoneman for an Honorable Discharge on February

25, 1954. I was picked up as a 2nd. Lt. in the inactive reserve
tocomplete my total obligation of eight years. I did correspondence

courses and was promoted to 1lst. Lt. Upon finishing my total eight
year obligation I resigned my commission.
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THRU:

TO:

1., The Secrebary of the Amy has directed that you be informed
that by direction of the President you are appointed a Reserve
commissioned officer of the Army, gffective this date, in the grade
and with service number shown in address above.

2. This appointment is for an indefinite term.

3¢ There is inclosed a form for oath of office which you are
requested to execute and return promptly to the agency from which
it was rsceived by you. The execution and return of the reguired
ogath of office constitute an acceptvance of your appointment. No
other evidence of acceptance is required. Upon receipt of the oath
of" office, properly executed, a commission evidencing your appoint-
ment will be sent to you.

4, TUpon acceptance of this appointment, you are assigned to
the branch shown after A above in the Army Ressrve,

5. ‘After acceptance of this appointment, any change in your
permanent home address or a temporary address of more than thirty
(30) days duration should be revorted by you to the custodian of
your persommnel records.

winls Waodiiun g

BY GGz

1 Inecl
Form for Oath of Office.

Accepted appointment: 14 June 1953
(Date)

33-925-Army-AG Adrin Ceo-F2C-5.3






HEADQUARTERS LOTH INFANTRY DIVISION

THE COMMENDATION RIBBON WITH METAL PEN

Sergeant DON CONGER, RAL93999%L, Army Medieal Servize, United
States Army, 115th Medical Battalion, hOth Iafantry Division, distin-
gaished himself by meritorious service in Korea during the perigd 20
July to 23 November 1953. As Operations Sergeant, Sergeant CONGER
tirelessly strove to insure the maintained auccess of the Hattalien,
Sergeant CONOER was responsible for preparing training schedules,
supervising communications and imsuring that all reports wers com-
pleted acourately and expedibicusly, Despite the hampering effect of
several Battalion movements, Sergeant CONGER, through long hours of
avdugnis work, assured that his mwmit would quickly return 1o opsra-
tional effieciency at the new ares. This entailsd the preparation of
movement charis and the close supervision of the loading of medieal
equipment snd regoerds, in addition o the usual tasks required by a
movenment. Sergeant CCHOER's singere devobion to dubty and ocutstanding
initiative refleet the highest ersdit upon himself and the United
States Army. IEntered the Federal service from California.




ALL ENTRIES APPLY TO CURRENT PERIOD OF SERVICE ' (unless otherwise indicated)

s ; e A
THARACTER OF SEPARATION

REPORT OF SEPARATION FROM THE
ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES

i

DEPARTMENT

'H'ON'O'PARTW 3
T NAME — FIRST NAME — MIDDLE NAME 2, SERVICE NUMBER 3. GRADE — RATE — RANK AND | 4, COMPONENT AND BRANCH
DATE OF APPOINTMERNT OR CLASS
< GONGER DON RA 19 399 994 [SFC (T) 23NOVE3
g 5. QUALIFICATIONS . 6. EFFECTIVE DATE OF SEPARATION] 7. TYPE OF SEPARATION
SPE Y NUMBER OR SYMBOL{ REL ClyIL 0CQUP ON D D. 0. 7. NUMBER MO, Y ;
z 1688 | VoIl Rk Gr 5L 6e 2 [“¥is |'B4 | piscHARGE
= [ 8 REASON AND AUTHORITY FOR SEPARATION ms 9. PLACE OF SEPARATION
< . .
o
< |AR 615-260 CAMP STONEMAN, CALIFORNIA
% [10. DATE OF BiRTH 11. PLACE OF BIRTH (City ond Stote) 12. DESCRIPTION
DAY MONTH YEAR ) SEX RACE COLOR HAIR COLOR EYES HEIGHT WEIGHT
1 AUG | 29| SAN DIEGO, CALIFOTNIA MALE CAU BIONE HAZEL 72 186
« | _13._ REGISTERED 14, SELECTIVE SERVICE LOCAL BOARD NUMBER [City, County, State) 15. INDUCTED
g: YES NO SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER DAY MONTH YEAR
ca 4-100-29-269 #100 10S ANGELES, I10S ANGELES CO., CALIF. NA
52 16. ENLISTED IN OR TRANSFERRED TO A RESERVE COMPONENT
5-;5 YES ND COMPONENT AND BRANCH OR CLASS COGNIZANT DISTRICT OR AREA COMMAND
w
el
17. MEANS OF ENTRY OTHER THAN BY INDUCTION 18. GRADE — RATE OR RANK AT TIME OF
. - ENTRY INTO ACTIVE SERVICE
G enListen € YRS D REENLISTED D COMMISSIONED D CALLED FROM INACTIVE DUTY PVT.1l
19. DATE AND PLACE OF ENTRY INTO ACTIVE SERVICE 20, élé%D &OF Y INTO ACT E SERV .F.D., City, County and State}
DéY MONT YEAR PLAffégly and émh ﬁai“ﬁé Cé fgg R§E§
5 652 S, CALIP, I0S ANGE UnDt
STATEMENT OF SERVICE FOR PAY PURPOSES A. YEARS| B. MONTHS | C. DAYS gﬁ LTI TERNT ALGOWANCE PAID ON EXTENSION
2. ner¢ NA ) SERVICE COMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES EXCLUDING THIS PERIOD DAY | MONTH YEAR | AMOUNT
22, NET SERVICE COMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES THIS PERIOD 2 0 1 N
23. OTHER SERVICE fAci of 16 June 1942 os amended] COMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES 0 0 0 ?E'ARFS"RE'G” A”“{ﬂ%’;fg SERVICE biv
24, TOTAL NET SERVICE COMPLETED FOR PAY PURPOSES 2 0 1 1 21
E 27. DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, COMMENDATIONS, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN RIBBONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED
[a]
o | HATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE ME)AI:/KOP.EAN SERVICE MEDAL W/S BZ SVC STAHS/UNITED NATIONS
O
| S3RVICE MEDAL
§ 28. MOST SIGNIFICANT DUTY ASSIGNMENT 29. WOUNDS RECEIVED AS A RESULT OF ACTIDN WITH ENEMY FORCES {Place and date, if known)
HQ & HQ CO 115TH MED BN APO 6 NONE
30, SERVICE SCHOOLS OR COLLEGES, COLLEGE TRAINING COURSES DATES JOR COURSES 31. SERVICE TRAINING COURSES
AND/OR POST-GRAD. COURSES SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED {From-To} MA, SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED
6TH INF DIV AUG-SEP B2 LEADERS NOKNE
40TH INP DIV SIG SCH IEC 52~JAN 53 | LDW SP RAD OPR
GOVERNMENT INSURANCE -INFDRMATION: (A) Permanent plan premium must continue to be paid when due, or within 31 days thereafier, or insurance will lapse. (8) Term iInsurance not under
waiver same as (A) above, ({) Term insurance under waiver — premium payment must be resumed within 120 days after separation. Forward premiums on NSL{ to Veterans Administration District
% Office having Jurisdiction over the area shown in iiem 47. Forward premiums on USGLJ o Veterans Administration, Washington 25, D. C. (See VA Pamphiet 9-3). When paying premiums give full name,
< < address, Service Number, Pelicy Number(s), Branch of Service, date of separation. Contact nearest VA office for information concerning Governmeat Life Insurance.
Luj': 32A. KIND & AMT. OF INSURANCE & HTHLY 328. ACTIVE SERVICE PRIOR TO 33. MONTH ALLOTMENT DISCONTINUED 34. MONTH NEXT PREMIUM DUE
Z O PREM 26 APRIL 1951 -
57| 'NONE INDEMNITY ves [ wwcvown NA NA
; 35. TOTAL PAYMENT UPON SEPARATION 36, TRAVEL OR MILEAGE ALLOWANCE 37. DISBURSING OFFICER’S NAME AND SYMBOL NUMBER
- INCLUDED IN TOTAL PAYMENT
NA KA
38. REMARKS {(Continve on reverse) 39. SIGNATURE OF OFFICER AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
z
5| BIOOD TYPE (A) 4
=
< | MOP $300
5| (0) DAYS LOST UNDER SEC 6 (a) APP 2b MCM 1951 JHRHE, GRADESI VL [Type
(47
Z | RETAINED IK SVC 1 DAY C OF G
=2
z . JESSE S JENKINS CWO USA
40. V. A. BENEFITS PREVIOUSLY APPLIED FOR {Specify type} S~
COMPENSATICN, PENSION, INSURAKCE BENEFITS, ETC. CLAIM NUMBER
o NONE
41, DATES OF LAST CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT [ 42. MAIN CIVILIAN OCCUPATION 43. NAME AND ADDRESS OF LAST CIVILIAN EMPLOYER
FROM T0
= WONE NA NA
O 24 UNITED STATES CITIZEN 45. MARITAL 46, NON-SERVICE EDUCATION (Years successfully completed)
< STATUS CRAM-] HIGH | COL- | DEGREE(S) WMAJOR COURSE OR FIELD
z B YES D NO MAR [SCHOOL| LEGE ..
o I K
3 MABRIED | 8 | 4| 4| B[55 1952 ,BUS ADM
= 47. PERMANENT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES AFTER SEPARATION (St,, R.F.D., City, County and State] | 48. SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED
G [
SEE ITEM #20
FORM EDITION OF 1 JAN
DD 1 JUL 52 21 4 50 1S 0BSOLETE INDIVIDUAL’S COPY (TO BE DELIVERED TO THE INDIVIDUAL BEING SEPARATED] 1
\




HEADQUARTERS
US ARMY MILITARY SUB-DISTRICT, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Fort MacArthur, California
AMSMD RPM-P 201 (Addressee shown bslow) 31 October 1957

SUBJECT: Promotion as a Reserve Commissioned Qfficer of the Army under
the Reserve Officer Personnel Act of 1954

THRU ¢ A 31 Qoctober 1957

B Homne

TO: First Lieutenant Don Conger, Ol 922 852, SIGC, USAR
12107 National Blvd.
Los Angeles 64, California

‘1. The Secretary of the Army has directed that you be informed that
by direction of the President you are promoted as a Reserve commissioned
officer of the Army effective on the date shown after A above to the grade
in the branch and component shown in address above,

2. Promotion service for promotion to the next higher grade will be
computed from the effective date of this promotion, unless there is a date
shown after B above, in which case it will be computed from that date.

3. No acceptance or oath of office is required. Unless you expressly
decline this promotion within 60 days, your assumption of office will be
effective as shown after A above, ,

L. If you hold a definite term appointment, failure to decline this
promotion as indicated in paragraph 3 above will operate to effect accept-
ance on the date shown after A above of an indefinite tlerm appointment.

5, A commission evidencing your promotion is inglosed which will be
returned in case you decline the promotion.

6. Authority: Para 14, AR 135-155 as changed, and Cir, Eb. 28-237,
Headquarters Sixth United States Army, 4 Juns 1957,

FOR THE ARMY COMMANDER s

L/

SAMUEL L. ALTEHBURG
DD Form 14 (Commission) Captain, INF

Act Asst AG

Copy Furnished:
TAG, DA, ATTN: AGPR-F

SAA FL 5, 21 Hay 56 Aray-Prea-SF-2827-56





