
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

History of the 115th Medical Regiment, 
Company D, California National Guard  

1937-1939 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the 
California National Guard and the California State Library. 

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 23 January 2015 

Original document on file at the California State Library 

 



Cr .. .L• 

~Jmpany D. ll5th Medics~ Regiment, (Formerly l43rd ce Compm1y) 
California Natio G 

Refercncet Adjutant General's Files 
./Location: Lor1g Beach, toe .lngeles County 

Org~nized April ~~, 1936* 
Uedesignatcd January 1, 19.3'7** 

~ames 
Commanding Officer~ 

R~ 
is s. Unkrich, Capt. 
(heeigned March 2.5, 1938) 

Apr. 10, 1936 

J ~e.lvyn R. lilrendu, Capt. Apr. 10, 1936 
(Assignee to command March 2, 1938) 
(F~lieved from command April 28, 1938) 

J~es B. Pettit, C~pt. 
(Assigned to cozr.mand Apr ll 28, 19 33} 
(lielieved from duty to attend Chem. 

arfare School, Octoblo'!'r 18, 1938) 

July 20, 1934 

elvyn R. fiira.nda, Capt. Apr. 10, 1936 
(retaci1ed to com. Co., D, vice Pettit 
~t Service School, October 7, 1938) 

Activities: 

Commission 
Apr. ~?, 1936 

.pr. Z'l, 1936 

r. Zl, 19~ 

J:or. 27, 1')36 

( Company D, ll5th Uedical Regiment, Long Beech, w&s the first and only -~it 
of the regi.Juent yet organized in the Ste.te of California, and was forn:erly 
knc11n ~s the l43rd Ambulance Company, ll5th Medical Regiment.*** The Com­
pany wa~ f'ormally recognized as a unit of the California National Gtlard, 
April 27, 1936, l:la.ving been .mu~tered into Ee.rvice Ly the late Uajor George 

cFu.rle.nd, with sn authorized strength of fifty e.nlisted men l:l.l'id two officers. 
The unit was mustered in under the orlgins.J. d-esignation of the 14.3rd Ambu­
lance Co!Ii.pany ·**** 

oOo 

~new Company organized in Long Beach, April 27, 1936, and design&ted l43rd 
bulance Company, ll5th Mec:1ical Regiment. } Gener&.l Order No. 1.3, do.ted April 

2d, 19.38. Adjute.nt General's Office. 
-**Redesignated Company D, ll5th Medical Regiment, January 1, 1937,. and located 

in Long Baacb • .JGeneral Order No. 32, dated December 14, 1936. 
***California Guardsman October 19.38, page 29. 

****California Guardsman October 1938, page 2.9. 



COMPANY D, ~1.5TH MEDICAL Rml.KEB'f (Continued) 

.lctivitiesa 

Lewis s. Unkrich, Captain of Company D, we.a mustered in .lpril Z7, 1936, and when 
the company was designated January 1, 19371 Captain Unkrieh was still in eolllll8.nd • 

. He remained in charge of the company until he resigned Jlarch 25, 1938, when Cap­
tain Jlelvyn Miranda was assigned to the eo..and of the unit. 

The Officers and Ken were somewhat disturbed by the change in the name of their 
organization. The National Guardsmen throughout the land, though appreciative 
of public attention .are not pleased by the many terms applied to them b.Y radio 
announc·ers, newspaper writers, and other civilians who on occasions serve as 
toastmasters at functions attended by National Guard representatives. •Why, oh, 
why,• they queried •is it necessary to label us as Company D, ll5th fledical De­
partment Detachment?•* 

Soon after the resignation of Captain Lewis S. Unkrich, on llarch 25, 1938, Cap­
tain James B. Pettit was assigned to the unit to fill the vacancy. 

Captain Pettit was a graduate of the University of California, and had also grad­
uated from the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Georgia. Captain Pettit was well 
fitted for the position, and the men of Com~ D, congratulated themselves on 
evidences that they were in the process of making history.** Plans for the fu­
ture activities originated b.Y the new of~icer impressed the men with the belief 
that Company D was going places. 

Another capable officer of the unit •as KelyYU R. Miranda, the medical officer. 
Although the demands of his profession made it impossible for him to retain com­

and of the unit, Captain Miranda made an enviable record during the short period 
he commanded the comp~ following the resignation of Captain Unkrich.*** 

Prior to annual training encaapments at San Luis Obispo, close attention is given 
to prearr6.llged studies and problems to be solved during the training period. 

Company D, practiced many forms of drills at their weekly gatherings. Infantry 
drills, first aid, hygiene, infantry pack and ambulance problems. First aid, indiv­
idual equipment, and the duties or the medical personnel are all part of the week­
ly training. 

oOo 

*Californi&. Guardsman October 19.38, page 29. 
**California Guardsman July 1938, page 25. 

***California Guardsman July 1938, page 25. 
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CO!!PA.Nl D, ~~5TH ti£DIC.&L Itfl'intg.NT (Continued) 

.lctiTitieaa· 

Ofi'icer 
camp in July, 
there. 

r-

oOo 

*Ca.:U.1'ornir. Guard811AD September 193 ... , • 10. 
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co;.;pA.Ny D~TH IIC.AL REGILtE (Continued) 

Acti Yi ti&Sl 

After the day's strenuous work was over the men were agreed that more practical 
experience in loading and unloading litters and ambulances and in ambulance driv­
ing was had during that day than during the entire time previously spent in the 
o~ganization. 

Company D, or~erating as an independent unit is still rendering its services, not 
only to the National Guard, but to the citizens of the State of California. 

oOo 
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