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40th DIVIi3IO:tl AVIATION 

ll5th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 

~40~h Division Aviation(formerly 40th Division Air Service) 
ll5th Observation Squadron, Calirornin National Guard 

Reference: Adjutant Genernl Files 
~Location: Los Angeles, Los Angele::; County 

:ustered in June 16 ~ 1924 * 
Redesignated Sept. 10, 1926 · 
Redesignated Jan. 25.., 190:7 * 

' Redesignated Feb. 131 1929 **** 
Commanding Officers 

ame Rar~ Commission 
Corliss C. Moseley, First Lieut. **iff* 

(United Stnte~ Army) 
June 16, 1924 Aug. 50, 1924 

(Promoted Major, Aug. 30, 1924) 

-oOo:-

* Yll5th Observation Squadr~n, 40th Division Air Service, accepted 
into the State Service Jan. 16, l924, 1Genera.l Orders,l924,A.G.O. 
Rage 10, General Order No. 48. ~ 

40th Division Air Jervice,redes1gnated 40th Division 
Sept. 10, 191'.6;,1 Gener~l Order, A.G.o. ,1926. Gener 
GGnernl Order No. 25, dated Sept. 10, 1926. 

ir Corps, 
Order No. 25 1 

40th Division, Aip Corps, redesignated 40th Div1s~on Air Service, 
Jan. 25~ 1927.-J Gener&l Order and Circulars, A.G.o. ,1.927. 
Circular No. 4, dated January 25, 1927. 

**** 40th Division Air Service, redesignated 40th Divison Aviation, 
Feb. 13, 1929) General Orders and Circulars, A. G. o. ,1929. 
Circular No. 6 1 dated Feb. 13, 1929. 

·~ 

~Corliss C. Moseley, lst Lieut.,U.S.A.,temporarily in command of 
Squadron, June 16, 19261 to Aug. 301 1924. when Lieut.Koseley 1ras 
commissioned Kajor and assigned to the command of the Squadro~ 

-oOo-
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40th DIVISION tVIATTQB 

1l5th OBSERVATION SQUP~ROij 

COM¥ANDING OFFICERS(Continued) 
e 

corliss C. Mosel6y1 Major 
(Resigned July 2, 1928) 

Rank 
Aug. 301 1924 

John B. Je£fers, Captain June 16, 1924 
{In Lieu of MaJor,July 2, 1928) 
(Promoted llajor Aug. 10~1928) 

J0hn N. Jeffers, ~ajor Aug. 9, 1928 
1Promoted to Lt. Col .. Feb. 21, 1931) 
~Transferred to Aviation Section 

Hdq., 40th Div. Feb. 21,1931) 

E1do A. Peterman, Captain July 30, 1928 
(In lieu of M~jor, Feb. 21 to 

Apr. 20, 1931) 
(Promoted to Jln. jor, Apr. 20, 1931) 

E1do A. Peterm~n, Major Apr. s. 1931 

Oo-
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l-A. 

Aug. 
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Jan. 25, l9.20 

July 30, 1 

June s, 1931 
J&D.. 13, 1930 

J~n. 15, 1930 

Oct. • 19), 

(Cont1uued 

June 16, 1924 

June 16, 192 

.June 17, 1925 

Ue.y 2, 1925 

t)ec. 30, 

Feb. 4, 1921 
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luly 16, 1931 
Jan. 18, 19.30 
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.; 'lne 16, 1924 June 16, 1924 

16, 1924 June 16, 1924 

16, 1924 June l6, 1924 
June 7, 1925 Juns u, , 192, 

'il' 17, 1925 laa.;,y 28, l9as 

Ju. 25, 1926 Feb. 18, 192 , .. - ...... =-..... - ..... ...., ~. 4'1411 
Hti.rrv C. Ol.&.lhtlrn~- ~A'""'"I'i f.l ..... Jun~ 7, 1925 June u, 192, 

• .. ..,, 19.25 Dec • .31, l92S 

• 1, 19.27 Mar • u, 1927 

• 
• vc.;t. .31, 

....... "-!'Zl Mar • v .. , 19Z7 

uly 25, 1927 Jul)' 28, 19'Z7 

I 25, 1927 July 23, l9Z7 
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1, 1927 Mar. ll, 1927 

July 
ct. 

:;o, 1928 AU(. 10, 19~8 

eut, July 30, 192t~ .lug. 10, 19 1, 1932) 
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Co 

.All~ A. Barrie, lirat Lieut 
(Trans. to lat Guard Res. Aug 16, 
1929) 

Georn:e t: . Sherwnod. li'i .,.!<I.,._ T." .... + 

c .... ' 

Second Lieutenant§ 

Rank 
July .30, 1928 

tJ,..._ 21, 1927 • 

ov. 13, 1929 

Jan. 15, 19.30 

Jan. 15, 19.3 

July 20, 19.30 

Oct. 19, 19.30 

Jan. .,. 
July 
Apr. 
Apr. 
J.pr. 
Oct. 
Apr. 
Apr. 

5, 1931 
u, 1931 

12, 1931 
16, 193.3 
15, 19?.3 
17, 193.3 
2.5, 19.3.5 
7, 19.38 
7, 1938 

-red li. lteUy, Second Lieut June . 16, 1924 
(Promoted let Lieut. May 2S, 192.5) 

Daniel P. Brill, Second Lieut Juno 16, 1924 
(Dropp&d from rolls of C. 1. G., 
lov. 1.3, 1924) 

(Reappointed June 17, 192.5) 
Harry c. Claiborne, Second Li•ut June 7

1 
1925 

(Adj. ll5th Obser. Squ_a~ in lieu 
of let Lieut. Oct • .311 1925) 

(Promoted lat Lieut., Dec • .31, 1925) 
Daniel P Brill, Second Lieut June l4, 1925 

(Promoted lst Lieut Feb• lS, 1926) 
Clinton A. Burrows, Second Lieut Dec. 20, ~925 

(Promoted 1st Lieut. Mar. 24, 1927) 
Charles N. Jamea, Second Lieut Jaa. ll, 19~6 

(Resigned Mar. 22, 1926) 
-4-

Aug. 10. 1928 

Mar. 24, 1927 

ov. 19, 1929 

Jau. 31, 1930 

J~n. .31, 19.30 

July 25, 1930 

Oct. 30, 1930 

.Jan. 28, 1931 
June 6, 19.31 

Jul. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
.pr. 

Oct. 
Apr. 
Apr. 

16, 
20, 
20, , 
25, 
7, 
7, 

1931 
1933 
1933 
19.33 
1935 
1938 
19.38 

June 16, 19.24 

J·,me 16, 19;'4 

J"une 11, 1']25 

June 171 1925 

Dec. 26, 1925 

Jan. l4, 1926 

v 



J,l.5T!! 2Biil (,Cont'1.· :) 
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ued} 

~ Comtrls&ion 
J¥n. 2,, 1946 hb. 3, 192 

b. a, 1926 f•b. 17, 192,· 
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• l, 1926 Aug • 3, 192 

• '9• l92u j.ug • lot 19 
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7, l9Z7 Mar. ll , 1';'';..7 

r. 21, 1927 Mer. 24, 1927 

r. 21, :t9Z7 i:ltl;. ~4, 19~7 

Apr. 4, 1927 Apr. 6, 1927 

pt:'. 1._, 3.9~7 .Apr • 6,. 192.7 

pr. J.O, l.'9'tt..'7 .lpr. 12, 19~7 

.pr. J.aJ ;,.92.7 
) 

J.pr. 26, 1927 

June 6, l.97.t Jur.e 7, 1927 . 
4., 19~ Uay 21, 19:.;.. 

ct. ~0~ .1.929 N\)V. 2, 19 

... e:;:;t . ,I'\ ...,, l929 Nov. 12, 19~9 

cc. ... :!.929 Dec. 7, 1929 ..., 



\. Cou~~nu.eO.) 

CorQ:-1~tt1C11.1\P. or:r1cer~ 
nuecl) 

.flank - e. 12, 1929 Dec" 23, 1929 
33) 

c. .22, 192<; Dec. .31, 1929 

f) b. 16, 1930 ~or. ll. 1930 

ne ~o, J.930 July ~6, 193 

Oc\. l, 19.30 Oct. l, 1930 

une ~s. l9Jl July l, 1931 
• 

- 31, 19.32 June l, :1.~·3 
1935) 

June ., 19.32 June 6, 19.3~ ... , 
19.313) 

ov. 7, 19,3;; UoY. lS, l9J 

1 a, ~9.33 Ut.y 17, 1933 

'1 ~6, 1933 June 3, 193.3 

Oct. 27, 19.3.3 Oct. :n, 19 

OV'. ~3, l934 tlo•. 23, J.934 

... ept. 20, 1935 Sept. 20, 1935 
Oct. 2J, l9.35 Oct. 21, 1935 
Oct. 8, 1936 Oct. 10, 193£ 
June lO, 19.37 June 16. 1937 

oOo 



(Continued) 

.loti vi tie at 

ilitia Bll!:eau, on April 5, 1924, 
15th Observ!.tion Squadron, 40th 

I 
uadron wae proud or 

e highest in~ the o 
IJ.y ol- the original oi'£ lear ~ 

DiTiaion of Aviation in France, during tpe World W~r, and had been decor~ted for 
valor in action. The wide experience of these oftieera pl 
lent standing in the California National Guard. 

ouo 

- *Letter from Militia Bureau on file Adjutant General's Office, April 5, 1924. 
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lJ5XH OBSERVATIOK SsUADRON ~Continued) 

.lctlvitiell {Continued) 

n!ce, was romed in 
onlca, ueing Reserve 
at the National Gu 

In 1925, eeveral 
t•T"II!anent Q.uartera at 

its appreciation for the Aviation unit and ac~ 
by prOTiding an excellent flying field in the 

.00 to put the field in perfect condition, in~ 

e orficers of the Observation Squadron entered enthusiaetically and energet­
ically into a hard traininC schedule, realJslnc tnat ~he unit waa new, and h 
many lesaona to learn in aviation; and that hard work and earneat endeavor would 
reflect credit on the organization. 

The first annual. encampment of the ll5th Observation 
Air Service, wae held at their home station, Griffith Park, Loe Angeles, in July, 

rl92~. The activitiee of the S:tuadron were termed, •The BatUe of Laakyt a Ranch. 
An imag~~ry enemy army having landed from sea at Ventura, had moved south alo 
the coaa't; highway into San .Fernando Va.Uey, taken poaeesaion of the railroad fro 
an Francisco, and was camped in a tract of land eurrounding the abandoned build­

ings on the Lasky ranch, making preparations to capture the city of Loa Angeles. 
The ever alert Intelligence Section of the ll5th Observation Squadron of the 40th 
Division Air Service, Oalifornia Rational Guard, had been aurreptitiouely observ­
ing the maneuver& o! the invadiDg forcea, and on the morning of July 41 19251 

oOo 
· *California Guardamen June 1936, pue 27. 

' 
• **California Guardsn:&n February and ~arch 1925, page 19. 

***California GUArdaman .february and March 1925, page 19. 

****California Guardaman February and March 1925, page 19. 
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July and Auguat 
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1 
1 

ocation at a point 
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1.925, pags 10, 

1925, l)~O lOt 

l925, pege lv. 

tluarcla:ua.n July and •uauat 192,, uu:e 10 and u. 
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ActiYitiesJ (Continued) 

r dives, demonstrating that an imaginary combat with the enemy forces in the 
kies was on.* After the flying demonstrationB were oYer, the Squadron planes 

returned to the ~anding field and all lights were turned oft so as to "remain 
dden from the enemy forces. 

pies were sent into enemy terri tory next "mornitJg and breaking through their 
lines laid out panela i~ the Yatioua moYie villages ao that at a signal Shot 
from ~ur planes as they later flew over the enemy sector, notifying ot· the eA-­
ct location of the enemy forces .and supplies, so that, simulating ac~ual bat­

tle condi tiona, our ttombardmsnt and attack airplanes and artillery might des­
troy the hostile forces.** 

he headqu~rters of aU operationo was at Griffith Park, Los Angeles. At in­
tervals, nostly in the early morning, the Squadron would proceed into hostile 
territory. Owing ~o a shortage of Officer ObserTers in the Squadron, espec­
ially officers who had served with P.ursuit Squadrons at the .front, non com­
aissioned officers were chosen to act as Observers on these missions and were 
trained in t!l&P sketching, communication and observation dutiea. The Squadron 
aa Yery fortunate in securing a map of the ·sector in question, made in 1994, 

and due to the many changes that had taken place in Southern Calif'omia, it be-
. came necese&ry to sketch in many railways, resevoirs, roads etc; making the ob­
servation missions more di£ficult and more closely resemble actual battle con­
~itions. However~ excellent practice Yas afforded the newly e~isted observers 
in map reading and drawing, as well as in cross country flying experience.*** 

All these missions and maneuvers were carri6d out during the first week for 
two hours in the morning and two in the afternoon, giving the pilots and obser­
vers four hours of strenuous flying daily. In addition to the day fiying a 
reat deal of voluntary night 1'lyinz was done by the pilots~ sometimes until 

late in the night, assisted at all tilne5/by flood lights and night flying equip­
ment erected at the airdrome. 

By the end of the first week, on account of the superior modern war ti 
equipment in use by t.he imaginary enemy, it was assumed that the Loa Ange.Les 
airport had been made untenable and it became necessary to make a quick move 
of all troops, supplies and airplanes to some hidden location unknown. to th 
ostile forces, but close enough so the Squadron could contimue to function 

as a d~fenslve and observation unit.**** Big Bear Lake in the mountains, 

oOo 
' *California Guardsman July and August 1925, pae:e ll .. 

' *~al.ii'ornia Guards:r~£n July a.ud August l9Z5, page ll. 

• *'~al.ifornia Guardsman July and August 1925, paRe ll. 

· ****California Guardsman J~ and August 1125, pa&e ll. 

-10-



~ Qca1Cirt.:'-'~""Ur..-a,.'") 

40TH DIVISION AVIATIO 

Activities: (Continued) 

one hundred twenty miles from Loa Angeles, was decided upon for an over night 
ve. Three large auto busses were put into serYice to transport the troops 

and all necessary emergency equipment to the designated place in the mountains 
&t-an altitude of six thousand eight hundred feet. Camp waa set up amidst ~he 
pine trees near The Tavern, llhere all was securely hidden from the prying eye 
of the hostile forceS.il- Officers pilott.'ti their ~irplanes, Bix Curtis, one 'IW.-.3 

d one DH-4B, ~o their destination at Big Bear Lake, in one and one bal.£ hour 
J. thout a mishap and e.s t.~e field reeembled a meadow .instead of a landing f'ield• 

their planes were sb.fel;y concealed a.mollJ the pine trees. Oi'ficers e.r.1d men were 
iUeted for the night at Tho Tavern. · 

The people o£ Pine Knot, tL village near the lake, gave the Squadron a recep.­
tion; the men wert. taken for • slght. seeing trip on the l&.!te and r.ere :.royally 
enterta.i.ued during the ent.il,e evening.** From this o·,xtpoat the Squadron could 
obaene all possil1le .11oveuents on the part of t he imagin<ary hostile .fo:r.c 

rough the t"lo paesea between tile mountains. The Soutllern Pacific and Sunte. 
e railroads run ueaz· by through CaJon Pa.cs a.nd San Gorgonia. 

After a supposec.Uy prol.ongad enca:lpltlant at Bi& Bear Lake, b.a:"f'ing been rein-
arced and nit.h additional ec;.uipzumt mtd valuable information c:mce:t;ning rail­

roads and hlghways the Squadron broke et:!Dp the following day and returned to 
their oa1n base at Los Angeles Airport, 'ld1ere they again· tooil up the offensive. 
Trucks wlth equipment and airplanes left 'the te~porary base at the time planned 
and arrived at Griffith Park airport according to~ schedule. This same accuracy 
of s~edule was cnrri~ d out on all the ~ove~ente to and from the new base at 
Bitt :SEer Lake.*** The night flying of 'the Squeciron cr£ated much fe..vorable com-

t fro'!r! new~papers aud periodicals and r..enj''r. lett&rs and telephone calls wcr 
received froUl various sections where t\c L'e~ple hnd been able to see the fire 
works display. From a$ greet a d~stw.ce as twe:nt7 seven tliles, the display l'i&S 

seen anC. r;b.s visible from ill beach cities and l>.S far north . as C&l.abasas. It 
il!l believed that the ll5th Observation Squadron was the only National Guard 

uadl"'n in tb.e United States to ce.rry on r.ight flying er..d training during cnc&mp­
ent. 

oOo 

, *CeJ.ifoz-nia C uarda July and August 1925, p6.Re 11. 

' **California Gutll'dsman July end .tugust 1925, page l~. 

' ***California Guard J'.lly and .tugast 1925, page 14. 
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'-.'Q..o.'D-111;.~~"") 

40TH DIVISION AVIATION 

.lctiTitiesa (Continued) 
~ 

The Curtis airplanes with which the ll5th Obsenation Squadt-on was equipped 
were not practicable for the operation o£ paxaehutes from ihs fro~ aeata, 
therefore, all the airplane• of the SqUfldron were remodeled prior to the enc 
ment to perai t the pilot to easily and quickly eject himaeU from the airplane 
in an eaergenc,-1 which preTiously was 1m.;>ossible. The 'COmpartment •as rearrang-
d, the cowling between the pilot and observer aeete were cut away ~ ~umin­

illll seat a were installed replaciJJg the wicker seats and &Uowine the pilot · to 
diately alip_ out of the rear cockpit and clear h~self in an emergency.* 

Jlajor Henry J. F. Miller, air service representative of the Militia Bureau at 
lashing ton, D. C., visited the camp and waa highly pleased with the entire 
camp.11ent. He coamented particularly on the ch~e that had been made in th 
plane a for the aafety of tne pilots in the use of pa.rachutea in an emergency. 
Major Killer waa ao impressed by the improvement in the airplanes that he ord­
ered blue-prints of the.~alterationa prepared ao that the entire laUonal Guard 
.lir Squadron throughout the Udited States might be requested to remodel their 
ships in the aame manner.** 

,any other distinguished Tiaitora were f r equent guests at the camp throughout 
the two weeks, including Colonel T• 1-. Lahm, .lir Officer of the 9th Corps Area . 
at the Presidio, who flew in and ia~Jpected the camp. General R. E. Mittelstaedt, 
Adjutant General of "California, spent a day reviewing the maneuvers. Friend w. 
Richardson, the Governor of California, visited the Squadron and was guest of hon.;. 
or at a lunc.b.eon giTen by the Officers ot the Aviation Unit. Colonel W:tlliam Mit­
chell, tormerl;y .laaiatant Chief of the air service, alao Tiaited the enaampment 
and waa a ~elcoae . gueat owing to the fact that man;y of the Officers of the ll5th 
Observation Squadron had ·aerTed under Colonel Mitchell at the front. Colonel 
lli tcheU praised the unit highly on their accomplishments, and was especially 
pleased 1fi th the .layout in the· Operations room and with the type or Ill saiona 
that were carried out.*** 

The chief and .last maneuver at the encampment of the ll5th Observation Squadro 
for 1925, was a fligh~ under sealed orders to San franciaco. This flight was 
sponsored by one of San Francisco's leading newspapers and prizes of tl,OOO. 00 
were offered. The airplanes were immediately overhauled, each pilot superYised 
the work on his own plane, while at the same time he was aappiJ1i the route to be 
taken and securing data in perfecting the anticipated flight. The schedule waa 

oOo 

' *California Guardaman July and August 1925, page 19. 

· **Callfornia.Gua.rd 

***California Guards 

July and .lugust 1925, page 19. 

July and .lugust 1925, page 19. 

-12-
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40TH DIVISION AVIATION 

J.ctivi tieaa (Continued) 

·orked out by Major C. c. hosele;r, commanding officer o.t' the Squadron, and 
Lieutenant Eugene BAiley, regular J.rmy Inspector, at the encampment. SeAled 
orders were given to each pilot, the first of which was not to be opened un­
til the morning of departure fro• the .Airport in Loa J.ngelea. Orders con­
taining instructions for each leg of the flight were handed the pilota at 
certain points until their arrival in San francisco.* 

The flight started at five ~. M. 1 Friday, July 171 when the first pilot 'lett 
the home airdrome and the remaining pilots left at fifteen minute intervale 
thereafter. Stops were made at Bakersfield, Fresno, Modesto, Sacramento and 
San francisco, all planes arriving safely on schedule at each point except­
ing the plane piloted by Captain Baer. Due to engine trouble Captain Baer 

de a forced landing near Sacr&:liento, which unfortunately put hia out of th 
running.** 

The pilots and observers were -received with great enthusiasm by the officials 
of Cress.y field, San francisco, escorted to the city by a motorc,ycle squad and 
the following . day, July 18th, the first pilot left San Francisco tor Sacramento 
at ·one thirty P. M.o, t.o.r other planes following 'at fifteen minute inte:rYals. 
They remained in _Sacramento over night, returning to Los Angeles on Sunday,July 
19th.*** The SquadrDn was received at Los Angeles, by an enthusiastic crowd ot 

/
spectators and jucJ&es at about noon ·on tharday • . llany vlaiting airplanes of the 
United States Army, Navy and Marines arrived during .the @Orning from San Diego, 
to eelcome .the raturning air men after' their flight to San Francisco and rill-
turn .. **** 

.l total distance · of one thousand two hundred ancl fifty Idles n.s covered by 
the flight. Lieutenant Carleton I. Christian and his observer, Lieutenant 
Daniel P. Brill 61ld I.ieutenant 14aurice F. Graham, with hie observer Sergeant 
P. W. Hargrove, tied for f i rst honors, e~ch being four minutes off schedulej t he 
firat and second pilots' prizes of $.350.00 and $250.00 each were pooled and div­
ided between I.ieutenant Christian and I.ieutenant G_raham; and the observera' 
prisea of ~150.00 and $100.00 were handled likewise. Lieutenant F. w. lelly, 
with his observer, Sergeant Russell to~k third prize of $100~ r10 and $50.00 res­
pectively. c ... 

0 
. *California Guardsman July and ~uguat 1925, page 19. 

. **California Guardsman Ju.ly and J.ugust 1925, page 19. 

. ***California Guardaun July and ~ugust 1925, page 19 • 

· ****California Guardaman July and J.ugust 1925, page 20. 

, .California Guardsman July and J.uguat 1925, page 20. 
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Act.iYit1-caa (Conti .) 

I:Xlwr.arou enJoyed a auccesatul year in 1925. 
ted men, they ll&intai t.-

ol" 77 .s~. • 

*Cal.itornia Guard febru&r7 1926, • 2.3. 

alltorDia Guard 1926, • .3 • 

• 
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40th DIVISION AV1~IQN 

Aeti•i tieer (Continued) 

J mai\1 decorations ·for bravery and al.SQ recei vec:l t l'le · DiatiDguis.b.ed SarYiee Croaa 
l in t..ha ID.Ule of the Preaident. 

One ittportant part ot th~ operaU,ans o.f 1.he Oba&rvation Squadron 1taa t.b.e ool­
' ,~ .l.aeti.ug of ;aeworolllgical d~;;.t.a wb.1c4 .. · .aen61iJ to d.· eter;;dne lJ.;r. ina oondltiona .. in 

\ to5 and ato.r...!j -.eatller. · lhe coUeetiJli o£ ~uch d.Ata •aa begun by tne Squadron 
.n l32J, and FQY.ad to tl& at gra.at va..lue t..o t.he !Uera.• 

the annual field. traLU.Di ·and eneampunt. of the SquaW:oon tor tll& year 1.928, as 
agal.n held o.u tnair am fleld at Q.rift.ith Park., l.o3 Angeles, J.uguat JJ.th to 25th 
.Llcluaive, with •~Jo.r J~ B. Ja!teri- comillllnd.LDi· During tile tw we~Ua trainiJ:li 
&ild eaeupm-ent Ui~ Sqaaclron waa inspected by I..i.eut.enant Wt.nall• United. Stc:.tea 
Ariifl Operationa Qtt:lcer !ro~ Cre&S.f l'ield, ~ i'rWJ.oisco. 'lh.e etu:alllp;oJ.ellt. •as 
vlalteJ oy Brig.adier Qlillera.l :a.. E. aittelstaedt, the .AdJuumt General· ot Cali­
lorni.a. h:D;v act1vJ.t;1ea and il\l.lcll trailliug were perlo~e.d by tlle Squadron, in­
clud.iJ:lg an OYer lligb\ billOu&C at Roc.itwell li~ld, San Diego. tho Squadron camped 
neaJ.· Sgani$11 lU.gbt. Qll lort.ll laland1 the night o£ .August. 15, l92S. "lhile a.t. -P.ock­
•ell liald they partleipated. .in a l'iilassOO fordt,ion fli6llt le&ding ne.u-ly i'o\lr 
Jlandr64 al.rylunea that. Wfe:ra tlle-r-.. toe we Air llaet- ~11 ~ust l)t..'l, j.'-)2$.,-H Th 
Squadron partieip&t.ad in tllQ air race• hbld in l.oa Jlili~a, in l92t$, an4 &!.though 
the SquadroA airpJ.Anes w&rti ot in.f'ed.or ct®l.it.y t.he;t &adii.i a iOod snowing.~ · 

.Jta1•ly i!l 1929, ~ etwngea war11; made in t.il~i lll4lUl&r ot training the llSth Obser-
/ v;ation Squadron. 74e paraJrmel. wa£ 4.iv1ded into gr(.)ups or .a•ctionat- Ar..aa&ent. 

' I COJa'.miilatiOllt 'tr.m:i\po.rt&tion, ~ill.:~.e.ring, neadqua.rurs :lml Supply. Provisions 
,.~ l~t.n-e :&Uda wn.ereby at.CA s.ction was under the personal supeniaion ot an o!.f'icer 

\ \ ti:tO gave e6CD. .uau persoua.l and l.r.uiividual t.ra.ini.ng.. Xb.6 a)·atea c4anged the plana 
'\ · and. eontrillsed the unit for all inatruction&l. wvrk. and created a dec.eutrallzed 

~
x-g&nin.tion r,r epecial.i~$d t.rainin& and iastrwction. 71\i . .$ a.a done !or the. 

• r :..tt'pQZ>e of . craat..ing. spaclill~ts UOl1g tn~ officer. a and men in t~ir partieul~ 
ne of aetivi ty • .,...... lvJ.dence ot tne apecial und 1nt6rulli ve t.rainiD& o! the ru­

ws sinco tht:. organiza.tion of the _Sq~ot~ in 1924,. 'lroi.<:> &.pparent lro1>1 tlle aplen- . 
did ab.::>~~ they .:utde.. The Obarv-at1on Squ&d.ron of the C&llfQruia. liet.ion&l. Guard 

oQo 

· *Ca.U.torni& Guardwan September l9481 pa&e a. 

• **Cali.forAia Guardsman SepteJaber 1928,. p&ge U. 

· .......-calitonda Guard Octo-ber 1928, ~· 18. 

• "**Cilitornis. Guard~ January 19£9, page 18. 

;;.."' i.lrd.er No. 4. 
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ctiTitie•u (Continued) 

ThG annu~l Field Training a~~ 
t~ Au3uet 9th, nith the usual 
c)l·tbe !Tiation SerYice • 

.lt aU ti 

.~PM 

eupment :tor th'! year 19.3~, II'G.3 h:')ld July 2E.tn 
etiYitiaa ond training in the il!!~rent branch~a 

On Uay 13, 1931, tive ~lanes ot the ll5th Obaer.ation Squadron, 40th Div­
ieion Aviation, took ott trom the Gtendde' B&.tional Ouard Airport for Dayton. 
Ohio, for the purpose ot attt!lld.ing the Jationa.l. .lir Corps llaneuTera. . ~s 
'lying unit of the ll5th ObaerTatiOD Squad.ro~ was co.mundod b1 CaptaL:t Geo 

erwood, Lieutenants John se .. u, Paul. 'thitten and Richard Roffman. Lieu 
t Jamea Carroll, .lraJ instructor, 11aa in charce ot one ot ~· airplene1. The 

'acal1tornia Guard January l:-j29, page 1~. 

."fia1on Aviation 19JV, r Jo. 4. 

r" 

) 
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Act.1Yi tiest 

b15TB ODB~AT~ON 

iJ11 

(Continued) 

and Enca:rp:nout of t he ll5th Ob 
August 2nd, .l9Jl, ~>.t San L-wio Obispo. 

nliste.d &ten 'll'lth nine airpLa.nei: partieipat 
e1Rhty-f1Te &ir~rart hours were flown, wi 

C) 

• *Californie . Gu~rdaman Uay :1931, pt.i;! 4. 

~lifornia Gu~rde~an J.t~y 1931, page 4. 

1£oraia Guard63an June 19.31, pqe 13. 

ifornia Guardamsn lURuat 1931, page l3. 
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~~5rB OBS~ATXOB SQUAPBQB tcon.'\:.~•~) 

it,OTH DIVISIO 

Activities: {Continued) 

General L£e.ch r...ccvmp£m1e 
ral of the St.£. te of Cali 

of the 40tll. Division Air ~staff 
-.ation Sc;u~c!.ron, troops, ilyi 

' *Callforni- Gub.l'asm.an y 1931, 

oOo 

j,! 4· 

e:::s, 

ivit:lc:c. Aviation, ii& 

n~tr~ctor. Iu th~ t.•­
ll5th Squadron, the 

v-

th E. Eowat·d,. The Ao,Jutant Geu­
Colonel John N. Jr:ffers,. L.r Offie;er 
horoughll in~Jpected t he ll$th Obser­
ill ~~ctious OIJ. riey :22, 1·)32.*-1!** 

' **Orders 40th Di-.ision Aviation l9Jl, Operations Order Bo. 19, Nov. 11, 1931. 

· ***California Guardsll&ll June 1932, page 10. 

'****California Guardaman June 1932, pe~e l v. 
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.M.'5r.H QBSARYATXOa §S9.t.pBOa 

J..CY!H DI 

.!eti Yi tieaa (ContiDUed) 

oOo 

lltornia Guard J11nu 1':1 .3~, • 

.._ **C&l.U'orni6t G uly 19.32, .A-5. 

' ***CalJ:£grni:~ Quurciimrui July · l 9J.< .g&l5 • 

.....California Gu UJ.y ""• • 1:). 

UfUC•.llfomi Jll.ly' 193~, page 2(). 

· .California.Guard A· t. 19.32, 12. 

• ...Cal1torni& Guard. • t. 1932, nage 12. 
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Act1Yit1eat (Continued) 

'GuaraBaWl 

tornia Gua:rallliWl 

_..,.alito 

~ DIVISIO 

• 12. 

1932, · PU:8 12. 

1932, 1)8,18 12. 

Jul7 1933, page 4. 
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J.QI!l DIVI 10! 

.AotiY1tiesa (Continued) 

tb D1via1on .Av1at.io. 
·planes to 

·ornia Cuardemu Karch 19.34, J>8lt8 21 

· **Calitornia Guardsmatl tAa.rcb 1934, page 21.. 

alitornia Guardam8ll March 1934, page 21. 

litornia 'Gaardsman J.pril 19.35, page 17. 

December 1935, pflie 1.3. 

r 19.35, pcae 1.3. 
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\~OU'-~..0."') 

~ DIVISIO 

J.ct1rlt.l.e•: (Cont d) 

1935, page 13. 

r J.935, page 1.3. 

r 1925, page l). 

tonrl.a Guard JunMe l9.36, naze 28. 

June 1936, page 43. 

i.torni& Guard .l"UU&t 19.36, pege 2'2 • 

-22-



Ar&-'5TH S?Jf S Af'.YrAPOP QS.V.&..pppr 

.t.cUviUeat (Continued) 

ter. Tb 
ty 
1 

d 

A~U6t 1936, 

alltoroia Guardsman Awnat 19.36, 

ali.tornl.a 

**"Ce.lltorni 

J 

J 

1937, 

l937, 

• 

• 22. 

• 21. 

• • 

- 2.3-

~C.OD.~:U..~) 

tor Pitto­
ith Sergeant 

~vision Aviation 
.teriall.y. It. 

California !t""­
oued into 


