OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE 115TH QUARTFRMASTER REGIMENT
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The present units which make up the 115th Quartermaster Regiment
have originated from three distinct sources - one unit deriving from
the Cavalry, three from the Corps of Engineers, and the remainder being
originally constituted as Quartermaster troops. These three groups will
be considered in order,

The oldest in point of origin is that unit which descends from the
Cavalry = the present Company A, Headquartérs, First Squedron of
Cavalry, was organized at Sacramento as e unit of the Celifornia National
Guard on August 15, 1905, which date mey accordingly be teken as the
birthdsy of what eventually was to become the 115%th Quaftermaster Regiment,
O0f this Squadron, which consisted of three riflc troops, a headquarters
troop, a machine-gun troop, and a medical detechment, Company A is derived
from the Machine~Gun Troop - onec of the ecarlicst machine~gun units in the
United States Army, The First Squadron continued its éxisteﬂce through
the pre=War years and, upon the entry of thc Unitecd States into the con=
flict, wes collcd into active scrvice on August 5 1917, After o .short
time it was scent to Camp Kearncy, the rcndezvous of the Aoﬁh Division, and
rccéesignated as the 145th Machine-Gun Battolion, At this time méchino-guh
units werc not organically a part of the Infantry, but were organized as

supporting clements = one battalion to an infantry brigadce, The 145th was

“accordingly assigncd to the 80th Brigoade, then consisting of the 159th and

160th Infontry. The formor Machinc-Gun troop had now beccome Co C, 145th
Machine~CGun Beottelion and as such it scrved throughout the remainder of -
the Worid Wer. The history of its scrvices is the history of the 80th
Brigede to which it was attached, and of the 40th Division of which that
brigode was o parts Its movements mey be indicated by caumereting the
successive locations of the €0th Brigade hoodquarters: August 1, 1918,
Camp Mills, N.Y.; August 7th, S.S. Leplend; iugust 20th, Liverpool,
Englond; August 24th, Chorbourg, France; August 25th, La Guercho=-sur=
1'Aubois, Chor; Novomber Ath, Rovigny, Mcuscs Jenuery 8, 1919, Castres,
Girondc. Lftcr'fhis the 80th Brigede and Co C lASth Machino-Guﬁ;Battalion
perted their Ways; the brigadc going home first, the company woeiting until
April 19, 1919, beforc cmbarking for the Unitcd States, It rcached San

Francisco by way of Boston and wes domobilized ot the Presidio, Mey 20,



1919. |

The 40th Division ncver reoached the fighting linc, hoving bcen on
hAugust 28, 1918, designated the 6th Depot Division, with the dvty of
training rcplaccmdnts for the troops at the front, The great mejority
of the replocements were sont to the 28th (Peunsylvenia), 32nd (Louisicna),
and 77th (National Army) Divisions, cnd of these repleccments the 145th
Machine=Gun Battelion furnished nine officers, 382 cnlisted meon, specicle
ists and nachinc~gunncrs,

In the ycars after the World Wer Co C contimucd to ¢xist in an in=-
active stotus until Lpril 14, 1936, whon Headquarters Compery /40th Division
wes orgenized in Borkeley, in which it bocame rcconstitutcd, Exactly
throe ycars later, april 14, 1939, Hg Co 40th Division became the present
Company 4, 115th Quartcrmestor Regiment, vhich latter wit is thus, by
reoson of its antceecdents, the scnior compony in tho regiment,

The sceond group of wnits = desceonded from the Corps of Engincers =
dates from the days just prior to the World Wer, Gircular No. 2, War
Departnent, deted Junc 26, 1916, cuthorizcd the orgenization in the Cali-
fornia Noticnal Guard of o battalion of cngincors, to be dosignated as
the First Scparatc Bettclicn of Engincers, Compeny & (prescnt Co E, 115
QM Regt) at Sceramento was the first unit formed, the datc being July 21,
1916, S8ix doys later, July 27, it wes celled into Federal Service - this
being the period of straincd rcletions along the lexican border = and went
into camp ot the Sacramcento Foir Grounds, Following o period of treining,
it loft for Mogales, Arizona, on October lst, erriving October 3rd. Here
it remained on ective duty until its return end muster out ot Sceramento,
Mereh 6, 1917, .

In the mecantine, Compeny B of the First Scporate Baticlion of
Engincors (prescnt Co C 115th QM Reogt), hod been mustored into Stete sorviee
at Los Lngeles on October 12, 1916, The third unit of the Battolion,
Cunpery € (present Co D 115 QM Rest), follewed on Moy 28, 1917,

The United States vies now cngeged in the World War and on Junc 20,
1917, Compony & wes cpein called into Federal Scrvice; Company B wes
called on July 10th, cnd Compnny C on August 5th, The First Scparate
Battalion wics now redesignoted ce 2nd Battelion, 117th Enginccrs, the
conpanics being renamed, rospectively, D, Ly, and F, Until October the
battalion was cmployed in engincer construction work ot Comp Fremont and

at Conp Kcarneye The 1st Battolion, 117th Enginccers, was formed in South



Cerolina, cnd the Regiment, when finelly united et Cemp Mills, Long Island,
New York, was a unit whosc persomncl sponned the breadth of the United
States, Here, s wos appropricte, the 117th Enginccrs beeame a unit of the
42nd Division - fhe renowned "Rainbow" Division, whose porsonncel was os=
scbled from oll the states of the Union.

The regiment remcined with the 42nd Division throughout the Wer, ar-
riving in Francc November 1, 1917, and fighting in the front line from
February 22, 1918, until the irmistice, Novembor 1lth, During this pcriod
of almost ninc months - the period which provides the 115th Quertcrmaster
Regiment with its tradition of dependrbility and cfficicney wnder actual

bettle conditions - the 117th Engincers participated in cight scparate

actions:

Luncvillc Sector Fecb 22 ~ Mar 21, 1918
Bocecarat Scetor Mer 30 - Junc 19, 1918
Bspeorance end Souain Scet, July 5 - July 14, 1918
Chempagne - Marne July 15 - July 18, 1918
Aisne = Herne July 25 - iug 6, 1918
St. Mihicl Sept 12 - Sopt 16, 1918
sssey and Ponncs Scetor Scpt 17 - Scpt 30, 1918
Mcuse - Argonne Oct 5 = Nov 10, 1918

From this it will be secn that, from the dete of first entry into
the linc, the regiment tms in cction for 193 days, with only 69
days of rcst, 48 o result of its bottle serviece it wes awarded the six
ainbow=colorcd strccmers vhich are now atieched to the regincatel stan-

derd of the 115th Quartermoster Resimenbs
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4 Ceotailed and intcresting account of this part of the regiment's history
hes been written by Mejor Wallace 4, kason, thon commanding the 2nd Bat-
telion 117th Enginccrs, later Brigadier General, 79th Brigade, His
narrative is added ot the cnd es ippendix "BY,

After the battelion hod roturned to the United States and hed been
nustered out at the Presidio of Sen Froncisco on the l4th of Mey, 1219,
it continued its cxistence on on inective status. Still inactive, it
wos consclidated in August, 1935, with the 40th Division (Quaricrncster
Troin - such being, ot thot time, tho designetion of the quertermaster
scrvice of an Infeontry Division. sctive status returncd egain the fol-
lowing year with the organizotion of Compeny &L 115th Quortcrmaster

Reginment (now Company E) ot Szercmento on Moy 12, 1936, This unit,



which is the lineczl descendent of Compony D 117th Enginecrs, was ro-
designated as the present Compeny E 115th Quartcrmaster Roginent dpril
15, 1939, and is.tho scnior uwnit of the regiment in time spent in cetive
Fedeoral Scrviec, The remaining two units of the 2nd Battalion 117th
Engincers « Compony B oand Compeny F = were reconstitubed in the prescnt
Conpany C and Company D, 115th Quartcrmaster Regimenty respeetively, on
fipril 1, 1937 ot Los 4ngcles,

The third group of units, menticned ot the beginning of this history,
cre thosc originally constituted as Quertcrmastor troopse Nonc of them has
a rccord of scrviece prior to the dete of its orgonizotion. First in point
of time is the present Regimentel Headquarters; originelly organized as
Quertormestor Scetion, Headquortcrs 40th Division, on Junc 18, 1926, ot
Berkeleoy, it wes redesignated on April 1, 1936, Similarly, the proscent
Headquerters Conpeny grow out of the originel QM Scction, Hg Det, 40th
Division, organizcd on Junc 15, 1927, at Berkeleys redesignated Division
@i Platoon (Hq Co), 115th Quertermster Rogiment, on april 1, 1936; and
chenged to its prescont title cffcctive June 1, 1937, The rcencining scven

[l v

units hove not changed their desipnations sincce the detes of their originel
orgenizations April 1, 1937 - Headquarters 2and Bettalion at Los angeless
April 6, 1937 - Hecdquertscrs lst Battoelion, and Conpeny B, eb Sccromento
and Mortinez, respectively; Junc 28, 1937 - Mcdical Deportnent Detachment,
et Los dngeless 4April 18, 1939 - Hoadquerters and Headquarters Detachment
3rd Battalion, and Conpany F, at Sacramcnto and Los .ingeles, rcspectivelys
September 10, 1940 - Scrviece Coupony, ot Los iLngeles = the youngest of the
units composing the 115th Quartermester Regiment, Those ovents, and the
changes previously rcleted cre shovm in sraphical form on the chert in
Lopendix "A", For the persommnel to form these new w-its, the rcrinent
crafted o portion from the 159th Infentry in Berkeley, from the 184th
Infontry and 143rd Field .rtillery in Scercmento, and from the 160th
Infontry in Los ingcles,

The history of the reginent is brought up to date by rccording the
fect of induction into Federal Scrviee = the third in its carcer -
on the 3rd of March, 1941, clong with the other componcnts of the 40th
Divisione On Morch 7th the units loft their several stotions by notor
transport and csscubled the sanmc doy ot the divisicnal troining center,

Cenmp San Luis Obispo, for o period of intensive training.

-



With a varied record of feithful service in its past years, and with
six battle streamers - more than any other organization of the 40th Division =
flying from its standard, the 115th Quartermcster Regiment looks forward

confidently to its fubure in the Army of the United Statese
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Prepared by: . )
Ceptein Albert L, Hilliard
Asst. Adjutont Genercol, 40th Divs
June 6, 19.1,
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DIAGRAM HISTORY - 115TH QUARTERIASTER REGIMENT
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