"BRIEF NARRATIVE OF THE OPTRATIONS OF 2D BATTALION, 117TH ENGINEER
* REGIMENT, DURING ~O°ID ".i, (1917 TO 1919.)

(By Wallacc A, mgson, lote licjor, 24 Battalion, 117th Engincers)e.

"The Second Battalion was comprised of Companies D from Sacramento and
E and F from Los Angeles, In the California National Guard these organiza=-
tions were known as Companies A, B, and C, lst Battalion Engineers, This
battalion, prior to an Eastern movement, was employment in constructing camps
at Camps Fremont and Kearney, and, at various dates throughout September,
1917, started an Bastern movement, arriving in Camp Mills on the sixth and
seventh of September, 1917, that being the first time that the hattalion
was agssenbled as a unit, We remained in Camp Mills until the ecighteenth
of October, the time being spent in intensive training, principslly close=
order drill,

, On the 18th of October, 1917, we sailed for France on the U.S.S.
"Covington," arriving in St. Nazaire on November 1. We remained on the boat
five days, entraining on November 5th for somec point in France, and arrived
at Mauvage on the 8th of November, and were billeted in the homes and hay
lofts of the villagers, This bcing the first time our troops were billeted
in this manner, it was quite a novel experience at first, The weather at
this time of the ycar wes cold and disagrccable, and considersble sickness,
duc to colds madec it very inconvenient for a vhile, but we soon became
acclimated and nothing scrious developedse

On the 24th of November the majority of the officers left for the First
Corps School at Gondrecourt, rcemaining until the thirticth of December, 1917,
Officers from «ll branches of the service werc there, but it was mostly.an
Infantry-Engincer school, Thc orgonization moved from Mauvage to Chelindrey
on the twenty-sixth of Docember, where it wes joined by the officers re=
turning from school, This latter towm wes in what was knovm as the 7th
Divisional Arca, and we werc therc on barrack construction, moking recady for
the incoming troops. It wes here that we ceme in contact with the French
lines of communication troops,

On the twenty-seventh day of Jamuary, 1918, I took half of D Company,
which I commaended at that time, ond went to Chaumont, Generel Pershing's
headquarters, on barrack and cemp construction, remaining therc until the
16th of February, when we rejoined the rcgiment again at Chalindrey at
4 o on February 14 and entreined ot Lensres, arriving ot Moyen at 6 a.m,
on February 20,

Ve marched from Moyen to Hobainville and went into the line on the
twenty-sccond of February under French command, attached to the 167th French
Infantry. We stayed in line continuously therecafter until the cighteonth of
June, During this period we picked up matters of modern warfare that were
invaluable, as we learned in the campaigns that followed, and I consider
this battalion, and the 7th Division, to which we were attached, as most
fortunate in being able to spend so much time in a semi-active scctor,
which, however, beccame quite active at times, the officers and men hecon=
ing accustomned to shell and gas attacks, both shell and projector. Ve
spent long days ot hard work throughout our entire period in this, the
Baccarat Scctor, and I consider this, alone, made us physically fit to
undertake the hard campaigns which followed soon thereafter.

Wo left Vaequerville for the rear on Junc 18, and marched to St.
Benoit, then to St Helcne, thence to Thaon, where we entraincd Junc 24,
arriving at Coolus June 25, and marchcd twonty~two kilometcrs to Heblaincogrt,

We marched out of Hableincourt on Junc 28 to L'Peinc, a distancc of

" thirty kilomcters. While here we rochearsed o problem of an attack we were

to meke west of Rheims, but this was suddenly called off, and we marched into
line in front of Suippes on the night of July 4, arriving there ot daybreak
on July '5s Here we noticed great preparotions for a counter to the pending
Goerman attack, We wvorked day and night on the tronches of the sccond
position, getting them in rcadiness, end 2ll units were informed thet they
must dig in for their sclf=prescrvation, Everyone sccmed to roclize, ine
cluding officeors and men, that a hoavy attack wos pending, but no one scemed
to doubt but that we were perfeetly safe from any decp penctration on the
part of the oncny, The front linc units (Frenech) made one raid cvery night,
and somctimes two o night, and gained most voluable information, Word wes
passcd down as to the oxcet hour the bombardment would open up. Never

before had the organization been upon the recciving cnd of o more violent



ertillery action, D and E Companics stood to as Regserve Infantry with the
8/th Brigade, &nd F Company in reserve to the same brigade,

During the day of July 15, 1918, moving out as a battalion to the left
of the Divisional Scetor, vic joined the First Battalion, toking up our
position os Rescrve Infantry, as o regiment, in the vicinity of Jonchrey Farm,
relicving the 165th New York Infantry, During this action D Compeny was the
first to rcceive any casuvalties, it losing, in Rilled and wounded, about
1/ per cent from cnomy shell fire, This was on the night of July 14 and the
norning of the 15th, While in the Jonchrey Farm section F Company stood to
as Infantry, end D and E Companics in rcserve, We roceived at this time
considerable annoyance from gas shclls, but suffered no scrious cosucltics,
We noved out of this position at midnight July 18, arriving at Cupcrly at
5 aene on the nincteenth, remcining in this towm until the twenty-third of
July, vhen we cntrained for Chateau Thicrry,

Arrived at Trilport on July 24, and mcrched to Trancrew, vhere we vere
billeted for the night. We moved out of this place on July 25, by truck
troin, to the north of Chatoou Thierry, ond went into position in the
Forct-de=Fere as Roscrve Infeontry, following up the advence to the Vesle
River, We werc rclicwved hero and brought back to Ferceonwlardenois on
August 5, While in Forct=de=Fere vic actel as Infentry and Engincers. Ve
sent rccomnaissance parties along tiie Ourcg River, getting information for
the Division in generel, ond throw bridges across the Oureq for lizht
artillery, this being done under shell fire, The bridge party from F Com=
pany, while putting « bridge in front of Sergy, was fired upon and almost
wiped out, thrce of four being killed and the rest wounded,

We moved out of Ferc-on-Tardenois towerd the rear end arrived at

Domptin August 13, romaining in this lotter twon until August 19th, when we
nerched to Chateau Thierry and entrained, arriving in Dreinville August 20th..
We ronained ot this point, in treining, until August 28, when we started on
oud narch to the Toul Sector. The commonder of E Compony, Capt. lindc, ond
nyself preccded the bettelion on the line by three days, the organization
arriving on Scptember 1lth and going into the attack on the morning of the
12th, D. ond E Companiecs sent onc platoon cach with the 167th and 1568th
Regiments of Infantry to cut wire at the hcad of tho attacking party, one
platocn cach with the small Fronch tenks and two platoois with the arvillery
snipping batteries, F Company being in rcscrve in line of commwunication
worke. Greet preoparations were made for the attack at a jump-off point, as

he Infontry troops would come into the line at midaight prior to the attack,
Treils vicre cut through the woods for o quarter of a kilometer, and smooth
wirc put on both sides for guides with illumineted signs, in large lctters,
at the entrancecs to these trails, luminous paint being uscd for this pur-
pose, Thig, the St, Mihiel Offensive, started on thc I2th of September, zcro
hour, 5 o'clock, the boubordment starting at 1 o'clock, At midnight of
Scptember 11 a terrible rainstorm started and continued throughout the night
until the zero hour, but stopped soon tlcreafter, and broke out into a
wonderful doy, A11 of us werc of the opinion that we would mcet with a -
stubborn rcsistance, and little did anyone think, on the morning that we
"went over", that our objoctive would be Feached so casily, The attocking
units were a very wonderful sight, three distinet Infentry waves, the tanks
and snipping battorics following in support, and, about an hour aftcrwerds,
the prisoncrs coming back, The men went into this action with a vigor ond
purposc wnrivaled by amy troops, and I went to pay sreat tribute to the
Engincer soldicrs, When their work was accomplished as Enginecrs, after gotting
through the vwire, they fought with the infantry in reducing mechine-gun ncsts,
taking many prisoncrse '

Our objcctive took us to « linc drawn through Sts Benoit and known as
the Bsscy-Ponnces Scebor, which line we held uatil the first of October, when
we moved to the imme’late rear ond entrained on an Indo-Chino truck train,
arriving ot Souilly, then Advanced Army Headquarters, on October 2, rcmaining
there until October 4, when we $terted our nerch to the Argonnc, arriving at
Bois=dc=Montfaucon, where we stayed until the cleventh of October, when we
noved to Baulney, relicving the First Enginecrs at this point,

On Octobor 12, 1918, wec moved to Carpentry. On October 14 we moved out
at 3 a.m, into an attock, in Rescrve to the 84th Infantry Brigede, arriving
ot Exermont on the sane aftornoon. & portion of F Gompany preceded the 168th
Infentry in this attack, in vhich they rcecived mony casuvalties, The reost of
the orgenization stood in Iafantry Rescrve. The battolion stayed in the
vicinity of Excrmont until the 2d of November on the crgenizetion of ¢ position



in front of Landres St, Georges, On November 2, D Company moved ou} with the
84th Brigade along the left flank of the Divisional Sector, and the rest of
the reginent followed up as Englneers. This drive was the one that landed
the Division in front of Sedan, at which point we arrived on the afternoon
of November 7th,

Our troops were engaged in reconnaissance work ahead of the Infantry
along the Meuse River, and, on the cevening of November 8, we threw a foot=
bridge across the Meusc in front of Remilly,., Reccived order on November 9th
to move to the rcar, We marched to Les Petit Armoises,

On November 10 we moved to Bar=sur-~Buzancy., We were at this p01nt on
November 11, when we hoard wneonfirmed rumors that the armisticc had been
signcd, On the 12th of November we reccived confirmation of the reoport,
and also learncd that we were to be a part of the Army of Occupation, Left
Bar-sur-Buzancy November 14, and camped at Landrcville,

On November 16 we marched out of Londreville via Lendres Ste Georges,
Sormeraince and Romange, camping in the woods just cast of Bantheville. Left
next norning, November 17, and campcd at Brcheville. Here vic met the first
liberated Allicd prisoncrs, among them being French, English and 4ncrican,
Loft Breheville on November 20 and canped at Juevigny. Here we met other
Allicd prisoncrs, who showoed signs of terrible mistreatment ond lOukOd very
rnuch cmaciated,

Left Juevigny on November 21, nerching via Montnedy to Ecouvicz. This
wos the last town in France, being two kilometers from the Belgion fronticr
and a lorge German ammunition dumpe. On Novenbor 22d we noved to Chatillon
via Virton, Belnont and St, Leger, possing the Belgian fronticr et 8:20 aun
On November 23 we moved out and canped ot Elvengo-les=Beckwith, this town being
in Luxcnbourg, passing the boundary of Belgiunm at 11:45 a.n. Wo coaped in
this town, policing up cquipment and drilling, until Deecember 1, whon we
noved out and camped ot Brouch,

Moved out of Brouch on December 2, 1918, and marched to Heffingon, Left
Heffingin on December 3, and moarched to Bollendorf, arriving thore ot 2350
Pelley crosgsing the Saucr River, which ig the boundery linc between Luxembourg
and Gernmeny at this pointe We were two doys behind the Germen crmy in
accordence with the terme of the arnmistice, Wo canped in this tovm until
the 5th of Dccomber, when I moved out with D Company to Messcrich, to guard
2 plece of reilroad over which the Division was noving its supplies botweon
Tricr and Bitburg. The rest of the reginent noved on into Germeny with the
Division, bchind the Gernen armny, tnclr line of norch being cs follows:

Bollendorf on Docenbor 33
Oborvciss on December 5;
Reulend on Dcecnboer 63
Schwirghcin on Dcecnbor 73
Feusdorf on Decenber 8;
Dorscl : on Deconber 93
Bruck on Dccenber 14s
Mayschoss on Dccenber 153

D Coupany stayed in Messcrich, on this rajlrocd guerd, until the
18th of December, whon we moved out by trein at 11 a.m., arriving in
Matschoss at 3 peney whore we joined the rest of the regiment. The wagon
tredin was sent overland, and did not crrive until a week later, Ye camped
in this town cduring our pcriod of occupation in Germony where the regiment
was engaged in barrack and stablce construction and mancuver problcns,

Left Mayschoss on April 10, 1919, ontreining at Oberwinter on the Rhein,
for cur trip to Brest. Arrived at Brest on April 13, cand marched to Comp
Pontanecnzaon,

Left Brost on 4pril 16, and boardoed the U.S.S,. "Pucblo", horewerd
bound, arriving in New York on the treaty-cighth of Lpril, and canped at
enp Merritt, M,Y., where the Division was broken up into detechnents and
sent to the respecetive rendezvous, '

=T

41l of the u0\<qugrtcr9 coupeny of the regiment wont to Scuth Carolina,
and the detechnents of 2d Battelion to Camp Koornoy cnd the Presidio of San
Francisco,

We left Camp Merritt on May 10, crriving in Sen Fraoncisco chosut soven
days later, whorc we were dluchurgod fron the scrvice of the United States,
end thore cnding the scrvice end designation of the 2d Bettelicr, 1144 Eaie
inccr Reginent,!




