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Tf:'ELFTH SEP.t.RA'I'E CJ~-..PL'fi (Continued) 

Activitiesa (continued) 

year than usual, becauee this nation has its Armies 'over there' 
in France, fighting to make the world a better place in which to 
live. There are forty-five Grand Army of the Republic Veterans. 
sleeping in the cemetery here. · Veterans of the Spanish-American 
conflict also are buried there. ' Four boys, toot who gave their 
lives in the present struggle, occupy four newly made grav~s; all 
bearing silent testimony of patriotic duty for the Stars and 
Strtpea at home and ~croos · the sees. To ull of these alike, is 
Modesto doing honor this ·day. 

The foature of the day was the parade. !ssembli~ at 12th and 1 
Streets, tha marche~s moved out I Street to the cemetery shortly 
alter ten o'clock. There Jas no blare of band. Simply bugle, 
fife and dr~ did their service for the marching patriots. The 
lino wae headed by the Home Gu~d ander command of Captain Kirk, 
and followed ·by the National Guard, under command of Captain 
Townson. Next came the veterans of Foreign War& with Captain 
C. C, Parks of Thomas Enri6 ht Post, in command. Grant Post, 
Grand umy of the Republic and the Women1 s Relief Corps in autooo­
biles came next in line and the High School Cadets were last,. due 
to a misunderstandinz ae to the time and place of formation. The 
usual ceremonies were .<teld a'b the cemetery, at .Dh~ cenotaph, which re­
presented the graves of the unknown and at the. grave o£ evaJ-y 
soldier who laid down hie life tor the cause of liberty. it the 
close of the decoration ceremonies, taps were soundLd by Charles 
Givens. The Home Gua.:..·d then fired a salute over the graves. Capt­
ain Townson of the Twelfth Separate Company delivered a patriotic 
address during the exercises.*• 

About a month later on, July :La, 1918, Captain Tol'IIlson reaign~d his coJ111lll.sson, 
in order that he might enter Y.M.C.A. work over seas. Again the New~ oorre~~­
ondent writes the following items 

•captain J. T. Townson, influential in organizing the Modesto 
Home Gt~ and the Twelfth Separate Company and Deputy Sheriff 
of Stanislaus County1 during the last three years, was honored at 
an informal reception held l!\st night in the First Baptist Church. 
The reception was attended by tile members of the National Guard, 
the Home Guard, Veterans of Foreign Wars~ the Exemp·iiion Board, 
the County Council of D~fenee, the Baptist Boy Scouts and the 
.lliniaterial Union .... Captain Townson expects to leave Friday .£or 

t..:o-. 

*The .llodesto News May 301 1918, page 5, column 3. 
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EfAR&TE CO¥P!N~ ~Cont~ued) 

4ctivitiesa (continued) 

ew Iork to report tor over •••• duty w 
close of tho meetiDg the Hationu Guard aembera presented the ex­
Captain with a handaome traveling b&gJ Sherif£ Davia snowed hie · 
appreciation of hie for~er deputy ae a £&1thtul officer,~ pre-

nt1ng hia with a valuable wri~t watch; and Under-Sber1tt Loren 
Davia presented him with a toilet kit on behalf of the Shertrr•e 
office force.•• 

.ooo. 

*The Jlodeato M•w• July 9, l9l8, puge 5, coumn· 4 • 
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