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40TH TANK COMPANY, 40TH DIVISION (Continued) 

Activities& (Continued) 

The motorized Tank Company, although a new orgunization, 11alked away fro::J the 
1926 annu~l tr~ining encampment with the Blue Ribbon awarded to the best com­
pe.;"'ly along sanitary lines. Their first year at the trEJ.ining encampment in 
1925, the Co~pD~y was a 'close second for the aEJ.me prize and ut the beginning 
of the 1g26 training period they made up their mines to walk away with the honors. 

The 40th Tank Company being a special organizatton, it w&s impossible for the unit 
to compete for regimental honors, and tlley estEJ.blished ,a record when they won the 
Blue Ribbon for tne year 1926 encampmemt, in view Gf the, :act that this was their 
second year of attendance at the annual training encampm~nt.* 

Owing to the fact that the training program of the unit for 1926 was so~e~hat 
broken up by the attachment of ten Reserve OfficerSJ and that· these men hud never 
received instruction in actual tank drill and maintenance, it was necessary to 
devote a great deal of time to their instruction. However, tke Reserve Officers 
were apt students and it ~as not long before they were puttiUB the "iron horses 
through numerous drills.** 

The 1926 encampment was greatly enjoyed by the men of the Tank Company and all 
expressed a desire to attend t he 1927 training encampment and again win the cov­
eted Blue Ribbon and also to score many points in the atheletlc event~ 

The day when the National Guard could be called "tin soldiers• with a:n:y degree of 
truthfulness passed. Under strict Federal regulations, as it is today, the nmi­
litia• of another day has taken on a degree ot respectability and prominence that 
as not possible undar the old political control plan which existed prior to the 

passage of the national Defense Act of June 3, 1916. That plan federalized the 
ational Guard, placed capable officers witn the state troops as instructors and 

inspectors, and cade both officers and men assume a real obligation to State and 
ation. Toduy the Army of the United States consists of three components, visa 

The Regular Arucy-, tt.e National Guard und the organized Reserves. Commission of 
arr&nt in one component me~ms ju:.;t as .llluch as in anotner. 

oOo 

·*California Guardsman September 1926, page 6. 
·**California Guardsman Septem»er 1926, page 33. 

·***California Guardsman September 1926, page 33. 
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,40TH (Continued) 

ctivitiea: (Continued) 

~.3aeW1bldd, equipped i'or field service and reaay to go in one hour and rifty 
w.ihu.l.~ti. Tui~ p1·ul"iciency in any unit of 1:.ne National Guard, when the emergency 
arlseb,~b an aSbUt to the st~te and Nation. 

/

The ci1cil"actur o£ the tank.~ in use by the 40th tank Compa.ey is varied. The light 
tanks (six tons), trt<ctor typti, are QAUUleQ by two men and have a maximum cruiR-

/ 

i.ug speed of t.Jix Ilci.las par hour and a IIU1Xi.Drunl radius o£ action of twenty- fiv 
milt::a vn one .1·~i'ill ot fuel . The tanka are completely enclosed with armor, tmd 

/ ~·u ar~ed either with the 37~ gun or the 30 calibre machine gun, mounted on 

l 
tw..·.t·et L.~ving a 3.30 degree traverse. To lessen the strain on the mechaniSl:l th 
light tank is transported by truck instead of by its own pot:er, 'ahenever circum­
at~ce:s permit, anci part of the equipment. of a tank company consist s, normal.ly, 
of trucks with which to move the tanks.* By meruts of ramps , the tanks of a 

\ 
~latoon can be loaded or unlo6.Cied from trucks in fifteen minutes. J4anned light 
tWlks u·e considered as infantry ana the personnel ls organized end trained for 
J.'igtiting purpoetta into platoons, co11panies and battalions. 

The combat plGtoon controls five fighting tanks operated by one officer and thir­
teen ell.l:isted a&en. Thl.·ee of these tanks are armed with machine guns and the other 
t~o with 37~ guas. The combat co~pany consists of three combat platoon6 an 
he~u.~terb pl~toon which includes a reserve section of nina additional tanks, 
thus giving the comp&nj a total of twenty-.four tanks in all,. Its "ar persomtel 
cousisto':5 of su ofi'ice1•tt &J.d one hun<ired thirty-nine enlisted men. 1'an.ks possess 

-.y valuable charact&riatics; they c&n tlll'll quickly aud easily, being capable or 
c;.n&llgl~ their cour~e. ninty degreeb in two or three seconds. 

'1:~6 can climb slopes not ~:x.ceeding forty-five degree::~; they can go forward over 
h gz·ound, t:.ucil as shell holes, spanning all trenches not greater than six feet 
•idth, can crush frame buildings and demolish •~sonry walls not over one toot 

iu t.hic'kness, and cG£1 l'Jitbstand all orciinary rii'le and machine gun fire. In ad­
ition to po~Se6&ing great "depressiJli" effect on the enemy's morale the light 

tafik is purticularly ei'fect.ive in <iest.ro,U.ng by fire or crushing such eneey de .. 
fense arrMgementa as wire entanglements and machine gun nests.• 

The 40th Tank Company has participated 1u several field training problems with 
the l59tn Infantry, with YlhOil it has \ been clo~ely asGocltited in training. 

In the year 1~31, ti1e Tank Compan7 ~th t he ~ssistance of the Adjutant General ot 
the State of Callfornia end the donation of a choice piece ot property, well lo-

• *CalU.'ornia Gu&.rdsman 
• **Cal.itornia Guardsman 

oOo 
arch 19.ll, page ll. 
arch 1931, page 13 • 
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40th T COMPANY, 40TH DIVISION (Continued) 

Act1Titieaa 

I cated .near the City of Salinas, erected a new modern Armory, thereby supplying the 
unit with new and better quarters, where they were e.lwa.ys pleased to welcome any 
and all of their comrades of the California National Guard. Upon completion of 
the Armory, November 1 1 19321 Captain Frhllcis E. Heple, commanding the 4oth Tank 
Company, with his assistants, moved all Federal equipment into their new quarters • 
.Furniture and Federal property including three light tanks represented an iiiYest­

'nt of $250,000.00. The remaini~:~g four tanks are being hour.ed at Camp San Lui 
Obispo. Three light trucks, a tank-carrying truck, machine guns ,~ 8 )7 IUlllllieter• 
(one pounder) guns, side arms, ammunition, clothing and other iteaa necessar.r to 
the use of such a Unit were stored in the .Armorr. * 

' The new .Armory is of aodernistic architectural design and one of which the 40th 
Tank Company can feel justly proud. Captain Heple'a command consisted of four 
Junior officers and sixty-four enlisted men. Recruiting campaigns were practic­
ally unknown in the Tank Company. A waiting list on which appears the names or 
dozen~ of ~\e best young men of Salinas Valley lies on the Company Commander's · 
desk at all times.** The 40th Tank Company participated in the San Francisco 
strike in July and .August 1934, and acted as a reserve unit to the Guard during 
the emergency .. 

On June 13, 1934, while ce.lebrating thelr lOth anniversary,. the 40th Tank Com­
pany was graciously pre3ented with the keys of the City of S.UnAs. Aftei- much 
pomp and noise in displ.aying the ·tanka of their units to the citizens of Salinas 
&lley, the entire co~pany and the guests met at Santa Lucia Inn for an elaborat 

ru..nner. Captain F. E. Heple, the Company Commander, very efficiently served aa 
toastmaster .. **** 

ter the banquet the entire Company ru.~.d guests adJourned to the Armory and en­
joyed the ~Utary Ball given by the enlisted men. The event was looked upon as 
n outstanding social succeas. 

(

The efficiency and atabili ty of the members of the 40th Tank Company were well 
demonstrated by the recognition of the faithful service of the officers and men 
by the .Adjutant General or the State. Nineteen members of the Unit including Cap­
tain Heple and First Lieutenant King received highly prized ~edals as a reward for 
their one hundred per cent attendance at field training enc~pments. Neither of 
those officers missed a drill d~ing the year 1934. The 4oth Tank Comp&DJ' pro-
gressed steadily since 1927, and there were many other medals awarded for perfect 
attendance as the years passed. 

.. *CaliforniA· Guardsman 
·**California Guardsman 

• ***California Guardsman 
• ****California Guards 

oOo 
December 1932, page 11 • 
December 1932, page 20. 
.August 1934, page 16. 
.August 19341 page 22. 
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