History of the Company M, 5th Infantry
Regiment, National Guard of California
1907-1917

This history was completed in 1940 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in conjunction with the
California National Guard and the California State Library.

Digitized by the History Office, Camp San Luis Obispo, 6 January 2015



Company M, Fifth Infantry Regiment, Second Brigsade (formerly Company D, First Infant
Regiment, Company F, First Iufantry Regiment
Reference: Adjutent General's Files
Location: ¢©a2n Francisco, San Francisco County
' Organized Hay 11, 1907w
*Redesignated April 21, 1509%s
-Reorganized, mustered in and steatiomed GCen Jose May - 15, 1909w
~ #ustered into Federsl Service June 28, 1916%#ww
-Hustered out of Federal Service October 7, 1916ssewe
"Resumption of Service in the National Guard 1710ees
Hustered into Federal Service April 7, 1917%Newee
Redesignated Compeny G, 159th Infantry Regiment September 2/, 17]17%dtwtas

«000.

\ #Company M, Fifth Infantry Regiment, Second Brigade, formed from the consolidation
of Companies D and F, First Infantry Regiment, May 11, 1907.
General and Speciul Orders and Circulars s General Orier No. 10, paragraph 2.
~*#Company 4 redesiguated Fourth Compa.y, LO“St &rt*l;ar Corps, April 21, 1909.
General and &l Orders and Cire ¥ Genersl Order No. 9, paragraph 2.
. #%%) new company organized in Cun Jose and designated Company M, Fifth Infantry, Hay
15, 1909.
General and Special @rders and Circulars 1909, General Order Ho. 14, paragraph 10.
T #ewkCompany ¥, as part of the Fifth Infentry, mustered into Federal Service for duty
on the Mexican Border, Juune 28, 13916.
Adjutent General Report 1214-1920, page 18,
verdd jutant General Report 1914-1920, page 18,
“#~ sa%General and Speeial Orders and Bulletins 1916, General Order No. 34, page 150.
ettt Company M, as part of the Fifth Infantry Regiment, was mustored into Peder:l
S8srvice for duty during the World War, April 7, 1917. Histories,.military
organizations ete, "File No. 314.7.. Adjutant General's Office.
SenunetrConpanies # and G, Fifth infaulry segiment consolidated wna designated Compeany G,
159th Infantry Regiment, September 24, 1917.
Histories, military, organizations ete. File No. 314.7. Adjutant General's Office.
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211l. page 12, column 2.

¥*San Jose Mercury Herald, October 15, 1911, page 1, column 5.
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Activities: (continued)

given by Company M during the three years following i1ts organ-
ization in 1909. Ten members of Company ¥ attended a banguet
at the Lamolle Grill in San Jose on Sunday evening, April 25,
1812, five of whom enjoyed it immenscly for they were the victors
in 2 membership contest and therefore did not have to pay the
bill. A team of five members headed by Lieutenant C. I. Mitchell
bettered a team of like number led by Lietemnant B, W. Gray. The
proprietor of the Grill had a specially decorated table, with
"ags and lfowers prepdred for the Guardsmen, while Professor
D¥Albiang's orchestra played patriotic tunes throughout the
evening, that were enjoyed by all the patrons.

I. April 1912, Companies ¥ and B, of San Jose were very much
excited by orde s recelved from the AdjJutant General's Office
to begin recruiting to bring the units up to the maxaum number
of men required for active service. Married men were not to be
enlisted unless satisfactory evidence could be produced to show
that no hardship would befall his family if he ere absent from
home on military duty for a long period of time, It was expect-
ed the militia men would be sent into Mexico where war was
threatening at that time. But Company ¥ did not go to the
Mexican Border that year, and the unit was destined to wait
about four years.

On June 28, 1918, Company M as part of the Fifth Infantry Regi-
ment was mustered into Federal Service and sent to Nogales,
Arizona, for duty. Their duties consisted mostly of camp and
guard duty as no actual combat developed on the border. Early
in October, Company M returned home and on the seventh was
mustered out of Federal service.

About six months later, March 26, 1917, Co. M as part of the

Fifth Infantry Regiment was called into Federal service for duty
during the World War. For several months the unit saw service

in the homeland guarding bridges, tunnels, munition plants and
factories supplying war material. In September, the Fifth In-
fantry Regiment was assembled at Camp Kearney, Linda Vista,
California, where Company M was consolidated with Company G, Fifth
Infantry Regiment September 24, 1217, and redesignated Company G, 159
th Infantry Pegiment 40th Division.

For additional information concerning the activities of this unit
refer to History of Company M, 159th Infantry Regiment, 40th
Division.
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