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Loeation: Loo Algalu, Los Aueln County
Organised May 5, 1888

Disbanded December 7, 1395%
Reorganised Decrmbor 8, 18)5%=
Hustered into Federal Saervice May 3, 17 Ben

dystered out of Federal Service Deceaber 2, 1878eeus
Reorganized as Seventh Infantry Regiment April and May ]
Mustered Llnto Federal Service Jume 29, 1916e -
Mustered out of Federal Service Noveamber 11, 1916es

Resumption of Service in the Hational Guard 1516ess April-
Fedesignatod mustored into Federsl Service Octobsr 14, 1717sees

<000,

W#Seventh Infantry Regiment disbanded when Seventh and Ninth Infantry
Reglaents consolidated and formed three battalions, December 7, 1835,
Adjutant Ceneral Report 1895-1836, General O-der No. 17, page 86,

##Sevonth Infantry Reglment reorganiszed by First, Saooua and Third
Battalions Being formed into Sevonth Infantry Regiment, Deceamb.- 3,
1895. Adjutant Ceneral Report 1895-1836, General Order No. 18,

page 48,
###Secventh Infantry must red into !edercl Sarvice for duty dnri.ng the
Soanish-Agericen ¥ar, Hay 9, 1878,
Adjntant General Report 12979-1300, page 6.
/, ##e8Ad jutent General Report 1893-1300, page 6.

sesenSeventh Infantry Reglment re-entored the Netionsl Guard of California July 5, 189).
- Adjutant General Report 1899-1900, General Order No. 7, par. 6, page 64.

sSeventh Infantry mustered into Federal Servige for duty on the Mexican Border,
June 29. 1316,
Adjutant General Report 13914-1970, page 19.

##hdj tant General Report 1914-1970Q, page 13.

sesGeneral and Spesial Orders and Bulleting 1916, General Order No. 34, FAGE 150.

$$MSeventh Infantry Regiment musteved into Fedoral Service for duty during the
Torld War and designated 160th Infantry, 40th Division.
October 14, 1917.
Adjutant Genecrsl Report 1920-1326, pages 77, 28 and 79.




Name Hank | Commission

W. H. FRussell, Colonel Msy 5, 1888 June 14, 1888
(resigned Aug. 1, 1890)
Charles Allen Colonel Sept.20, 1880 Sept.50, 1880
(promoted to Adj. Gen.
Jan. 8, 18981) :
Arthur Palmer, Lieut. Colonel May 5, 1888 June 14, 1888
Isaac Benjaain, Ma jor May 5, 1888 June 15, 1888
Asa M. Green, Captaln Adjutant May 5, 1888 Jan., &, 1886c%
E. R. 8mith, #ajor Surgeon June 18, 1888 June 20, 1888
W. G. Schreiber, Colonel¥*# Feb. 7, 1891 Mar. 3, 1891
W. H. Russell, Colomel Hap, 19, 1892
(retired June 30, 1892)
W. G. Schreiber, Colonel June 25, 1892 June 25, 18908
J. L. Howland, Lieut. Colonel Feb. 7, 1821 Mar. 3, 1881
M. L. Starin, Major Feb. 7, 1881 Mar. 3, 1821
(resigned Feb. 12, 1895)
A. F, Halpin, Major Apr. 6, 1895 May 282, 1895
John B, ¥ranklin, Capt. Adjutsnt Mar. 28, 1891 Apr. 3, 18901
(resigned July 18, 1893)
H, D. Alfonso, Captain Adjutant Aug. 15, 18835 Octe 4, 1893
F. K. Ainsworth, Major Surgeon Mar. 28, 1881 Apr. 3, 1881
(resigned Dec. 16, lﬁggﬁ
D. C. Barter, Major Surgeon Dec. 16, 1883 Dec. 23, 1893
John H, Berry, Colonel Dec. 21, 1895 Jan., 4, 1896
T. A, Nerney, Lieut. Colonel Jan, 25, 1886 Feb. 17, 1856
(resigned Sept. 21, 1598)
W. G. Schreiber, Lieut. Colonel Oct. 17, 1886 Nov. 30, 1896
(retired June 8, 1901)
Dana R. Weller, Major . Jan, 25, 1896 Feb, 17, 1896

(transfered to 3rd Bat.
Feb. 17, 1898)

- Frank C, Prescott, Major Jan. 17, 1893%%*  Feb, 17, 1896
He D. Alfonso, Captain Adjutant
(reelected Jan. 25, 1886) _ ]
Bugo, De Arndt, Major Surgeon Jan, 20, 1896 Feb. 17, 1896
John R. Berry, Colonel
reelected Jan. 13, 1900)
retired Mar, 3, 1904)
«000.
#Captain Green retained his former commission as of January 3, 1886,
when he commanded the feventh Infantry Eattalion.
#¥Colonel Schreiber removed from office by Court Order, lay 19, 1892,
Ad jutant Yeneral Report 1881-1892. Special Order No. 4, page 148.
kFrank C. Prescott retained his Renk as of Jan. 17, 1883, when he

was Major, Ninth Infantry hegiment.

— —
L



%

Coumanding Ofiicers (cont.)

3

g. ﬂ. Finley, Colonel

Re
F.
We

V. Dodge, Lieut. Colonel
(retired Mer. 14, 1901)

L. Beynolds, Lieut. Colonel
(retired Jan., 28, 1905)

V. Mldgley, Lieut. Colonel

Bobert Venkowskl, #ajor

. He

A

Felter Jameson, Captain Ad

Ao

Parke 5. Roper, Ceptaln Adjutant

Ve

Fe

“o
Se

(promoted Nove. 11, 1803)
Cole, Major

Le. Twining, Captain Adjutant

(resigned ¥ar. 16, 1900)

P. Frasler, Captain Adjutant

(resigned Apr. £0, 1801)

(resigned ¥eb. 27, 1904
F. Stedasan, Captaln AdJjutant
(resigned Jan. 6, 1905)

¥. Hoblee, ¥ajor Surgeon
(retired Apr. 15, 1207)
M. Bruner, lajor Surgeon

G, Schreiber, Colonel
de Saltmarsh, Lieut. Colonel

Iruman Cole, iajor

G.

Pe

Ve

Se

(reelected Jan. 18, 1908)
E. Heber, Captain Adjutant
A. Adaams, lajor Durgeon

G. Schreiber, Colonel
(reelected Apr. 19, 1809)

i. Saltnmarsh, Lieut. Colonel
(reelected Apr. 19, 1908)

Truman Cole, Hajor

Ge

Pe

C.

(reeleCtﬂd Lpr. l;, 1909)
E. Heber, Captain Adjutant
greelected Apr. 19, 1808)

gutant

promoted to Usjor Apr. 13, 1610)
E. V. Peckham, Captain Adjutant July 20,

A. Adams, iajor Surgeon
éreelected dar. 23, 1909)
resigned Nov. 8, 1808)

¥. Decker, ldajor Surgeon
(promoted to rield Hospital
No. 1. Jan. 7, 1510)

ar _ 9
reb, 15, 1904 dar. o, 1904
J&n.:h“ 1900 A?r.]ﬁ’ ISWD
Mar. 30, 1901 May 3, 1801
'Jhl’- lb’ .1.2.105 .[&I. ;.:a, lJGfJ
J&n-:hq 1900 A?ro G’ l&@)
Feb. 13, 1804 Har. 3, 1804
Sept.ld, 1899 Oct. 8, 1888
&pr. 14, 1800 June 18, 1800
Apr. 26, 1901 Hay 29, 1901
ELPQ-H% 1504 };r- 21 1304
ce;t.s“ 1339 HOY. “y 16298
Apr. £9, 1807 June 19, 1807
Jan. 18, 1608 Har. 8, 1806
June 1, 1807 June 11, 1507
¥ay 1, 1908 May &6, 1908
sy 13, 1S08 June &, 1908

1910 Aug. £, 1510
Nov. £6, 1508 Jan. 7, 1910



Commanding Officers (cont.)
Naue Hank Commission

+ Schreiber, Colonal

reelected Oct. 15, 1913)

8. 4. Baltimarsh, Liesut. Colonel
(reelected Oect. 15, 1913)

Truman Cole, Major

reelected Oet. 15, 1913)

retired Dec. 17, 1913)

¥. G
$

Harry B. Light, Major : Jan. 11, 1914 Feb. 2, 1914
(resigned Feb. 7, 1218)

Frank C., Predcott, Hajor June 28, 1816 June 28, 1316

. E. Kunkel, Captain Adjutant |Mar. 22, 1515 Apre 2, 1915

H. W. Seager, Major Surgeon Jan. 24, 1916 dar. 11, 1813
(resigned July 15, 1214)

F. C. Wiser, Major Surgeon July 13, 1914 July 24, 1314

Activities:

The Seventh Iufantry Reglment was formerly the Seventh Infantry
Battelion composed of three companies, Compauy &,Losg Angeles,
Company B, fan Diego and a Cadet Company a2t Los Angeles, On Octo-
ber 28, 1847, the Cadet Company was organized &s & regular unit.
Company D statlioned in Pomona, was organiged October 26. 1887.
Coampany E stationed at Ban Fernerdino, was organized October 83,

- 1887. Coapany F stationed at Los Angeles wnas organized December
20, 1887 and Compeny G staticned in Ansheim was organized March

&, 1888, thus completing the number of compznies regulred for a
regimentsl organization. The battalion therefore, was reorganlzed
as the Beventh Infantry Regiment with headouarters in Los Angeles,
Yey 6, le88. '

The Beventh Infantry Regliment retained its strength of geven com—
panies until 1885, vhen it absorbed the units of the disbanded
Hinth Infantry Regiment. From 1885 to 1817, the Seventh Inlaniry
was composed of twelve companies, the on.y variations belng three
provisional units which wers attached to the Regiment. ‘hese pro-
visional companies were attached to the Seventh Infantiy as followss
Machine Gun Company 1813, Hegimental Headquarters Company 1918,

and Regimental Bupply Company, 1915. The table on the following
pege indicztes the wvarious chenges in the deslgnation of the Con-
panies in the Seventh Infantry Hegiment. -

In May of 1888, dlssenslon arcse amcng the officers of the Seventh

Infantry Regiment and it was feezred for a time that these petty
jealousies would result in the disruption of the newly organized

-



COMPANIES COMPOSLIG THL SEVANTH LUFANTEY iGIMINT, FLIST BRIGADE 1888-1817

pany A, Company B, San| Company C, Company D, Company E, ban| Company F, Los
Angeles Diego (former-| Los Angeles Pomona (for- Bernardino(forJ Angeles (lfor-
formerly , ly San Dieéo formerly Come merly Company | merly C«u,mmr% merly Company Fl
" Bagle Corps) |Clity Guard pany C, 7th D, 7th Inf. 7th Inf, neg. 7th Inf. Bat.)
1848 Inf, Lat,c.aliux;“ Battallon) 1388
Coapany B, Lt e
Pasadena 1889 | Coapany C, Company D, Compeany ﬁi ; Company {,
$ Cospany B, Ban Los Angelea( Ventura 1860 | Santa Paulea b Los ingeles
Diego \xo§mer- A894 . : ‘ A208
ly Companiesg &, Company D, - | Company E,
B, 9th Inf,) ‘ Pomona (for- | Anaheinm 1800
merly Company
y D, @th Inf. Coumpany E,
. Company B, Los Regs) 188§ | Santa iMonica
Angeles 1608 1912

uompanj H, Vend Company I Lomnany K, - {Company L, Compnny H
tura (formerly| Pasadena (Jor< £an Bernarding| Santa Ana (for4 Rivarside (Lor
IntlCos D, 7th I merly Company (foraerly Com~{ merly Company §| meily Coupany O

1845 Regiment) 1895 | B, 7th Inf. | peny E, 9th | 9th Inf. Heg.) | 9th Iaf, Regi-

fieg Lment 1@2, Inf, Kegiment 1866 | ment) 1898
Company H, Tale eg ) 2 8 ) . _
bert 12800 1"'1 Company L,
- ~ [
Company H, Santa A;m 1904

) | Long Beach

9

The year dates in the table indicates the year the companies were attached to the
* Beventh Infentry Regiment.

Reglzentel Headquarters Coapany, Heglmental Supply‘Coapany and ¥achine gun Company
£. wore provisional orgeanlzations, made up of enllsted men detailed thereto, from the
other Companies.
» e »



SEVENTH INFANTIY WEGIMENT (Continued)

Activities: (continued)

regizent and revert it back as a battalion., It had been mown

for sometime past that there had been more or less internal dise
cord, end the officers had divided into two factions, but the men .
had kept their grievances for the most part to themselves and it
was thought that perhaps these differences had been adjusted,

Consequently when it was reported that Brigeadier-Ceneral J. Re
dathews, commander of the First Brigade, had received a very per-
emptory letter from Governor H. W. Waterman, requesting his resig-
nation, it created quite a sensation and protests against the
Governor's action were heard on all sides. It was known that much
of the success of the Regiment was due to the efforts of that
officer. General Mathews, although taken completely by surprise,
at once wrote out his resignation and was about to forward it to
Headqguarters, when a nusber of his brother officers heard of it
and demended that he withhold it, as they were satisfied that there
was some scheme behind the matter which they wanted investigated.
Acting on their advice, the General withheld the resignation for
the time being.

A meeting of the line officers of the Seventh Infantry Regiment
was held in the armory, May fifth, for the purpose of electing a
Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel, at shich time there was a discus-
sion of General Hathews! resignation. Lieutenant Colonel Joseéph
Kurtz preslided over the meeting, the Captains and Lieutenants of
the seven companies composing the legiment being present. idajor
%. H. H. Russell was elected Colonel, Captain A. T. Palser of
Pouona, Lieutenant Colonel and Lisutenant Isaac Benjamin of Tan
Bernardino, Hajor in place of Russell who had besen promoted to
Colonels ihare was a little tiff between Lieutenant Daniels of
Pomona and Captain Palsmer, growing out of the election, during
which there was talk of unfair dealings. In order to prevent
serious trouble from arising, Captain Samuel 0. VWood brought the
meeting to a close by calling the members attention to the lact
that Genersl Mathews' resignztion had been requested by the Gover-
nor, and moved that z vote of thanks be tendered the General for
his valuable and efficient service.

General Mathews had been an able and efficient officer and had done
much for the Guard in the southern part of the ftate. The inter-
ested parties did not propose to allow his resignation to be sent
in without some csuse being shown. The Governor had exceeded hls
authority in sending so peremptory a letter in desanding General
Mathews' resignation, and the public wanted an lnveatibation before



Activities: (continued)

any further action was taken.* However, there is no record. of any
investigation and General Mathews in face of Governor Vateraman's
insistent demands had no alternative but to obey, and on llay 26,
1688, he resigned as commander of the Flrst Brigade.

The Seventh Infantry legiment was imbued with a spirit of civie
responsibility and cooperated in every way to make public desmone-
strations, whether military or soclal, a success, an July Fourth,
1868, the regiment paraded in the Independence Day celebration
held in Los Angeles. Long before the hour announced for the regi-
ment to arrive, the streets were crowded with vehicles and the
sidewalks crowded with people, all anxious to view the maneuvers

of the troops. Two months later on September eighteenth, the
beventh Infantry Reglment again paraded in Los Angeles as escort
for the 0dd Fellow's Lodge. The streets of Los Angeles were lined
with an almost impassable mass of humnanity, more than 150,000 pere
sons witnessing the parade.®* On April 22, 1896, the Seventh Infane
try marched in celebration of La Flesta De Los Angeles, a street
carnival held each year by the merchants of Los Angeles. One of
the wmost pleasing sights included in the procession was the Seventh
Infantry, the whole Hegiment was there, 700 nmen sweeping along tbe
street, marching with measured tread.*#s

Not all of the parades in which the Seventh Infantry garticlpated,
however, were marked with & apirit of gayety and color. On Mareh
17, 1898, the regiment marched in the fumerzl procession of ¥ajor
General W. 5. Fosecrans, & retired United States Army officer. :
It was a soldier's funeral in the truest and tenderest sense of
the word. There had been pageants more extensive and iapogsing in
the larger citles when the other great Union Generals were lald

to rest, but never was there one more siuply beautiful, more tender,
and sympathetic, than was that of Generzl Hosecrans. After the
requien mass, a brief sermon was given and the funeral  rocession
moved at once without any delay, break or nalt., Preceding the

. hearse was Brigadier-General C. F. A. Last, comzender of the First

«000,

*#Los Angeles Times, May 6, 1888, page 2, column 5.
##flecord Book, Company B, Hinth Infantry.

#88los Angeles Daily Times, April 23, 1896, page §, colusn l.

afln



Activities: (continued)

Brigade and his Staff, when followed Troop D cavalry and the
Seventh Infantry hegtment Band with muffled drums. Colonel John K.
Berry, coamander of the Seventh Infantry and his Etalf, preéceded
the coapanies of the Beventh Infantry Regiment.#

On May 8, 1903, the Peventh Infantry marched in honor of President
Theodore Roosevelt at Los Angeles. President Roosevelt arrived at
La Grande depot proaptly at one ofeclock P. d. Upon alighting from
his car he was greeted by the cheers of the Terrorz and Cleveland
Greys, drawn up in line on the platzorm and the people packed into
a dense mass beyond the station limits. After shaking hands with
the gentlemen of the reception committiee, the President was escort-
ed to a carrisge. As the order to proceed was given the driver,
iir. Roosevelt commanded him to walt, and in a loud voice directed
that the seven mounted "Hough Riders;" who had been his courades
at San Juan Hill, be permitted to ride alongside his carriage &s a
personal body gusrd. At the signal the procession started between
the lines of people who crowded the entire distance up First Etreet -
to Main, and from there to the Testminster Hotel. The parade was
led by the companies of the feventh Infantry HReglment and Troop D,
under comsend of Captain John D, Fredericiks. The £ignal Corps
folloved, preceding a platoon of police. Colonel Diss? "Teddys
Terrors®™ marched near the curb on eack side of the carrisges as a
guard of honor. In addition to the "Rough Riders,™ a corps of
secret service men kept close to the President's carriage. Follow-
the carriages were the Naval Reserve and men from the Us 8¢ Se¢
"Philadelphia.® The veterans of the Grand Army of the Republic
Joined the parade on Main Street. The lillitary Order of the Loyal
Legion, the Civic League, the Army and lavy League, Native Sons,
Union Leagua and 2 half dozen political and coamercial clubs were
represented in the parade, formed to impress the nation's chief
executive that the welcome of the people of Los Angeles was sin-
cere and thelr loyalty heartfelt.®

There is no record of the beventh Infantry participating in any
civic celebration other than minor parades until October 16, 1911,
when the HRegiment paraded in honor of William H. Taft, twenty-

«000,

#Los Angeles Herald, Hsrch 17, 1888, page 7, column l.
#8Los Angeles Herald, May 9, 1803, page 1, column 3.

-



CEVENTH INFANTRY HEGIMENT

Activities: (continued)

seventh President of the United Etates. The psrade through the
city of Loz Angeles was carried out with great promptness. 2s an
ascort to the Président and preceding his a'toaohlle was Lieutenant
Colonel Samuel Saltmarsh and oteff, the Seventh Infantry Band,
eleven companies of the Seventh hegiment, & company ol the Tignsal
Corpz, the Los Mngeles Band, two divisions of Haval MIlitlis, & come
pany of Field Artillery with guns and a troop of cavalry asctling as
personal escort for the President.#
Although zctively engsged 1n these civic affalirs, the Seventh Infane
try 41d not loge sight of the fundamental principles of the latienal
Guard, which demanded that through the aedius of direcipline and
drill each regiment and compeny should strive to become efficlient
ailitary organizations. With this objective in view the feventh
Ing a“try Reglment sttended many encampments during the twenty-nine
years it vas in existence. The first was in 1889, vhen every organ-
zation in the Btate went into encaupnent. the Eeventh lnf;ntry
hnld a2 Camp of Inutruction at Pacific Beeech, near the city of Cfan
Diego, for eleven deys commencing on August third end ending August
thirteenth. In 189 l, tne Beventh Infantry attended the First Brig-
ade encampment held at Sante ¥onicaz, August fifteenth to twenty-
fourth. The Prigade consisting of the Seventh snd Hinth Enigngy
Regiments was commanded by Colonels W, G. Sehreiber and E. ?. ylle—
man and numbered nearly 800 men., The Ssgventh Infantry also held
a Hegimental Encampzment in 1892, at Camp inscapa, JentLr& County
from Augusat seventeenth to tren*V- 1f'th,

The Seventn Infantry falled to hold sny encaupments the folldving
five years, but in 1867 they attended the Camp of Instruction held
at Banta donica, from Augu t fourth to fourteenth. In 1901, the
Saventh lnfrntrx with the Firet Brigsde went into camp et Santa
Cruz fyom June fourteenth to twventy-third, under the command of
Major Generel John H., Dickinson., Thils was the first time in many
years that the Guard had been assembled in one encampment, znd the
instruction iawmrt~” to genbral and staff officers in the assom-
bling of and earing { thu troops vas valuzble.

In returning to Los Angele° froa this encampment, the bcvau h Infane
try participated in sn unfortunate incident which caused much

QQUU -
#Los Angeles Times, October 17, 1011, part £, page 1, column Z.
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Activities: (continued)

criticiss of the National Guard. Vhen the train made 2 brief stop
in Santa Barbarz, the members of the Seventh Infuntry made & rush
to E. C. Webster's lunch stand near the depot for coffee. Without
provocation, other than that they could not be served as promptly
as they demanded, the soldlers began a raid on the lunch stand.
First they pulled down the canvas, then after stripping the tables
of everything they contained, they stole and carried away or broke
up the tables, dishes,all crockery, forks and spoons and even the
tablecloths. They overturned and destroyed everything in the
kKitchen, completely demolishing the place. After llve months
investigation by the Adjutant General and Brigadier-Ueneral C. F. A.
Last, commander of the First Brigade, the ESeventh Infantry was
ordered to raise $120.00 to reimburse iir. ¥Webster.

In 1807, there began a series of joint Army and dilitia Encampnents
for the purpose of increasing the efficiency of the Natioral Guard.
The Seventh Infantry was invited to attend the Joint army and

- wmilitia coast defense exercises held at the Presicio in fan Frazn-
cisco from July 4 to 21 1507. -The feventh Infantry again attended
a Joint army and militia Caunp of Instruction held at Atascadero,
California, from October 4 to 1O 18086.%

The State Legislature in 1887, appropriated $&,500.00 for the proe
motion of target practice which was half the amocunt allowed by law.
The -Seventh Infantry Regiment having been organized early in 18&8,
benefited from this appropriation. The military authorities ds-
cided to use part of the amount for the purchase of State decora-
tions to be awarded to those making a certain percentage. The law
required that practice shoots be held annually in Septeumber. 4
circular bronze medal with a bear's heaiin the center, with suit-
able inscriptions around the margin and on back was adopted. To
denote the standing the soldier had attained during the year the
vwords "Charpshooter,” "Rifleman," or "Mariksman®™ was inscribed on
the gold, silver or bronze bars, which were attached to the mzedal.
The percentage required to entitle the soldier to one of the decor-
ations was purposely placed low in order to encourage those who
had not given much attention to target practice.

In 1889, the system of holding target practice wss nmhanged by a
lagislaiive act. By this enactment, two days practice & year was

«000,

*#For additional 1nrormat10n concernlng the above mentioned Incamp—
ments, refer to : . DEVE ant =8




Activities: (continued)

required instead of one, each officer and enlisted man being re-
guired to fire ten shots, as an inducement for the men to .come

out and take part in both days practice. A prize consisting of

a sllver wmedal, struck with a die similar to what the Ctate decor-
ation for marksmanship was msde with, vas awarded. The medal was
also to have & pin and ribbon attached and other additionesl orna-
mentations.

Daring the period from 1896 to 1888, the distance of ranges had
been increased from 200 yards ranges to 200 and 500 yards. Prace-
tical results had also been realized fro: skirmish firing at
silhouette targets. In 1801, the Tiring regulations for small

¥ armus was changed. The most important change wag in the adoption
of the flgure targets as used by the United Etates Army, instead
of the Blunt target previously used. The following year even
more stringent requirements were necessary for gualification for
target shooting. Difficulty was experienced in promoting target
practice due to insufficient appropriation by the Legislature.
Previous to the outbreak of the Epanlish-jmericen Var the number
of rounds reguired to be used by each man Liring with the rifle
was increased from twenty to sixty-five and for those firing with
& revolver from twenty to forty. This ruling increased the amount
of smmunition to be used more than three tinmes the former amount
for which no appropriation had been made. In 1802, the firing
regulations for small arms was amended. The claaaiflcatian for
those firing with a rifle was as follows. A"distinguished®™ "ClLozoe
shooter®had to make a total annusl score at the three ranges of
200, "REifleman" 160, "idarksman" 130.

A ¥With the passage of the "Dick" HMilitia Law in 1905, the Epringfield
Rifles, caliber 45, owned by the Nationzl Guard, were exchanged
for the regular 30 callber, United States magazine rifle. The
exchange was responsible for the lowered scores in target practice
and the exchange also necessitated different ranges. nhe United
States Govermaent regulred that the National Guard have sufficient
practice in the use of the new arms to enable them to shoot with

- & falr degree of accuracy at from 200 to 1,000 yards. The Seventh

Infantry maintained a steady average of elght, second class and
eighty, third class marksmen until 1801, when the increased amount
of target practice and better equipument caused an incresse in the
nunber of sarksmen. In 1905, Colonel W. G. Schreiber and four meu-
bers of the beventh Infantry were part of the rifle team that re-
presented the California National Guerd at the National Rifle lMatch
held at Sea Girt, lew Jersey. '

During the target practice of Company A, Seventh Infantry in 1801,
there occurred the first tragedy of the regiment's rifle practice.

wlle




SEVENTH INFARTIY REGIMINT (Continued)

Activities: (continued)

Bert fhedenhelm, an experienced marker, was sccidently shot and
killed by George Parks, a fellow guardszman, whose targetl he was
attending. Parks, the company sharpshooter, had scored five con-
secutive "bulls eyes" at the 200 yard range that morning and was
preparing to fire from the 200 yard range. When it camse his turn
to fire again, stepped out froa the group of gusrdszen and sat on
the ground to take aim as the regulations required. Dy reason of
his reputation ss & marksman, aouch interest was taken by the other
men as he drew a careful bead and his Springfield cracked out &
reports After he had fired, no flag was shown by the marker.
Parks cdlled Supervisor Thaxter's attention to the omission and
refused to have & miss marked to his score for the shot. Thereup-

@ on, the Lieutenant and Parks proceeded to the pit where Shedenliela
was found mortally wounded, lying on his face. The character of
the markers injuries put thée theory of a ricochet shot out of the
cuestion. Although no one saw the accident, everything pouinted to
the theory that Shedenhelm climbed on a chalr which he had in the
trench and that just as the top of his head appeared sbove the
danger line, Parks discharged his rirfle and the bullet found a
target in the marker?s skull.¥®

On June £6, 18984, a nationwide Railroad Strike completely paralyzed
the transportation facilities ol the State. Delayed Unlted Stzutes
mail piled up on every hand and it was this fact wmhich caused the
Strikers to come into conflict with "Uncle Sam."™ On July 1, 18984,
the United States took a definite stand in the matter when the
United States Attorney-leneral sent instructions to Uanlted Ctates
Harshals, whose territory was affected by the strike to execute

& the processes of the courts and prevent any hindrance to tne free
circulation of the mails. For scme unknown reason, the Seventh
Infantry was not called into active service. The United States
darshal for the southern district, made a reguest upon General
Thonas H. Ruger, commanding the Western Division of the Hegular
4rny, for assistance at Los Angeles, and six coumpanies of Regulars,
under command of Colonel ¥. K. Shalter, were sent {rom Ban Fran-
eisco to the southern eity, July second. The Fegular Troops ex-
perienced little difficulty in the south and without meeting any
serious resistance took possession of all railroad property in
Los Angeles.¥%

«000,
#Los AEngeles Times, November 10, 1501
##For furthur detalls, refer to WW
Strike. Adjutant General's Office.
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SEVENTH INFANTIY WEGIMINT (Continued)

Activities: (continued)

During the activities of the Railroad Strike, a need for a coupletle
reorganization of the National Guard was appareant. IThe most im-
portant result of the reorganization was that many of the top
officers were placed on the retired list. This corrected a situs-
tion that had long existed in the Guard, namely, that the service
was top-heavy with comuanding officers. On December 7, 1885, the
Seventh and Ninth Infantry Hegiments of the First Brigade, were
consolidated into three battalions of infantry with four companies
each. Two days later on December ninth, the three battallions were
redesigneted as the Seventh Infantry.

On Hovember 14, 1886, an unususl and consequently & severe test

W was put upon the Seventh Infantry to prove the efficlency of the
ftate militia in replying to an emergency call. Imergencies were
few and far between, but were likely to arise at any moment and if
a militia is good for anything at ally, it is expected to be ready
for a frolic or a fight at the drop of a hat. <Some doubt! had been
expressed regarding the ability of the State militia to assemble
on short notice for active duty, to repel an enemy, for instance,
and the experisent was intended to refute the insinustion. In
confornity with orders from Division Headquarters, Brigesdier-
General C. ¥. As Last, sbout eleven A. H., issued orders to the
officers of his brigade to assemble the troops at three P. ., at
their respective armories. This order was issued to the captains
of each company of the Seventh Infentry signed by Colonel John fHe
Berry and Adjutant H. D. £lfonso, in the following terse forms
fissemble commend, heavy marching order, blankets, ball cartridges,
one day's rations at armory, tiree P. ., to day." )

This order caused some confusion among the guardsnen. Nessengers
were sent out by bieycle and horse te notify the members of each
company, and that they did well is shown by the roll call, when
nearly every member responded. The conpanies of the Ceventh Ine-
fantry were then ordered to make a forced narch to a polnt one
mile south and half a mile east of Kamona Convent, about nine miles
from Los Angeles and there made camp. The following day was passed
in going through war maneuvers under rigorous rules. IThe soldiers
vere given various drills as though they were actually in the field
of war with an eneny in sight.®

«000,

#Los Aingeles lerald, November 15, 1BS6, puge 4, column 1.
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Activities: (continued)

The application of Hajor Generzl N. T. James, Division comnander

for ammunition and inspection blanks for the eumergency drill was

not allowed, it being the opinicn of Governor Budd that the law

made no provision for such a call as the troops received con that
occasion. A4s for the blanks, the only blanks imown to the Hilitla
vere the annual inspection blanks and they could not legally be
furnished for any other purpose. Governcr Budd was consilderslly disqui-
eted over the fact that Ceneral James took it upon hiuwself to ecali
out the troops, the Governor claiming that as long as he was in the
£tate, he and he alone had power to issue such a call. <he whole
thlng seemed to have been an immense filasco without authority from
headquarters, and it was certain that if James had gone to any ex-
pense in the matter, his clala for remuneration would not meet with
the approval of the Board of Examiners.®

The Seventh Infantry was destined not to engage In any encaapaents
or theoretical warfare in 1898 as on April twenty-third, the United
States declared war with Spain. The Seventh Infentry left Los
ingeles for San Francisco May sixth, where they were mustered into
Federal Servigce day ninth, under the counand of Colonel John k.
Berry. The réegiument did not engage in asctive service doing oaly
guard duty at the various military caamps throughout the Btate until
December 2, 1808, when they were mustered out of Federal Cervice.
It was & great disappointment to the Regiment which was couposed

of splendid material and commsended by cozpetent officers that they
did not get to the front for active service.

The State Legislature in 1898, passed a law gilving to the menbers
and companies of the National Guard who volunteered for service in
the Epanish-American VWar, the privilege of reporting back for duty
in the Natlional Guard and recelving credit for continuous seérvice.
The Leglslature stipulated however, that they must return to duty
in the Hational Guard within 100 days after being mustered out of
Federal Service. The Beventh Infantry reentered the Guard during
the months of April and May 185985,

On April 18, 1908, there occurred & severe sarthquake in San Fran-
cisco that lald most of the city in ruins. The entire First
Brigade was rushed to Oakland for emergency duty April twventy-first.

«000.
#an Diego Sun, November 26, 1896, page 5, columm 4.



" Activities: (continued)

4he companies of the Seventh Infantry assisted the local author-
ities in maintaining law and order at the various districts in
and around Oskland where they were stationed untll May 12, 1308,
when they returned to Los Angeles.

During the month of May 1907 a Street Car Rallroad Etrike broke
out in Ban Francisco with several men being killed and scores
more or less seriously injured, as a result of bloody riots be-
tween strike breakers and strlke sympathizers. Chief of Police
Yenan of Ban Franclseo, stated that in case the strike breakers
shoot down any more iunocent men their volleys would be answered
by well directed rifle shots fired Ly the police. But in spite
of this alleged threat the President of the United ERallroads de-
clared that his cars would be running on ¥ay ninth and that his
men would be armed to protect the companyts property. The whole

24 city was practically psralyzed owing to the reoccurence of strikes
which seriously menaced the city's business interests. Thousands
of employers, as well &s those who depended upon thelr daily
earnings for the necessities of life, were hoplng that the clouds
in the labor horizon would clear away and that normal conditlons
would then asssert theamselves. Unless conditions changed for the
better within a short time,it was likely that a demand would be
made for State Troops, &s the protection afforded by the police
was inadequate.®

The companies of the Seventh Infantry were under orders to report
to their armories within a half hour's notice prepared to go to
Ban Francisco in case 1t should be found necessary to eall in
araed men to stop the strike. The ®outhern Pacific Railroad Company
was notified of the expected orders, and szent word that a special
train would be held in readiness to carry the soldlers to 8an

€. Francisco.®*® On the sixteenth of May the Geary 8treet Rallroad
.granted the demands of the striking carmen and operations were
resumed the following day on a basis of three dollars for an elght
hour day.*#* When thls agreement was reached the companies of
the Seventh Infantry were released from their emergency orders.

«000.
*Los Angeles Herald, liay 8, 1907, page 1, column 1.
*#Los Angeles Herzld, May 9, 1907, page 7, column 2,
#+#8Los Angeles Herald, May 16, 1307, page 1, coluan 5.

-15-




BEVENTH IHFANTRY REGIMENT

Activitiess (continued)

v/

There is no record of the HSeventh Inlantry participating in any
unusual activities until June 29, 1916, when they were mustered
into Federsl Service for duty on the Mexican Border and transe
ferred to Hogales, Arizona. The reglment encamped at a site less
than two miles northwest of Raoales, and about the same distance
from the border. The Seventh Infontry did not engsge in active
service but only did patrol duty until October nineteenth, when
they returned to Los Mngeles. € regiment was austered out of
Federal Cervice November 1l, 1918.%

Four months later, on March 26, 1917, the Seventh Infantry was
sguin called into Federal SBervice for duty during the World War.%
On October 14, 1817, the Seventh Infantry was mustered into Federsl
Bervice and designated 150th Infantry.®# For further Information
concerning the asctivites of this regluent refer to the History of
130th Infantry 40th Pivision,.

#For f rthér inlormation concerning the Spanish-Ancrican ¥are

The Earthguake und Wexicen Border Bervice, refer to the History

#%Ad jutent General Keport 12814-1920, puge EE.

###Ad jutant General Report 1980-1G26, pages 27, 28, 289.
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