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COMPANY C 

Company c, Eighth Infantry Regiment, Fifth Brigade (form~rly Company c, 
ighth Infantry Battalion} 

Reference: Adjutant General's' Files 
Location: Marysville, Yuba County 

Organizea December l~, lee~ 
Reconstituted October 31, le~l* 
Redesignated December 7, 18~5** 

Commanding 
Name Rank Commission 
George B. Baldwin, Captain · 'i5iC"7 1~. 188~ Jan. 7 18\10** t 

John T. ·Lyden, First Lieut. Dec. 18, 1889 J an. 7 1890*** • 
John T. Lyden, Captain Nov. 30, 18~1 Dee. 10, 18~1 
illiam P. Ellis, First Lieut. Nov. 30, 18\ll De-:. 10, 1891 

John T. Lyden, Captain 
(Re-elected Dec. 1~, 18~3) 

iehurd Belcher, First Lieut. Aug. 7, 1893 Oet. 4, 1893 

dward A. Forbes, Captain Sept. 17, 1894 Oct. 2\J, 1894 
hilip J. Divver, First Lieut. Oct. lti, l89ti Dec. 10, 1895 

-ooo-

*Adjutant General Report 18~1-18~2, page 40. 
(The rank date of Colonel Park Henshaw, October 31, 18\Jl, is to 
be used as the date Company C became at~ached to the Eighth Infantry 
Regiment.) 

**Company C, Eighth Infantry Regiment, Fifth Brigade redesignated 
Company D, Twelfth Infantry Battalion, December 7, l8\J5. Two 
days later, December ~. Company D, Twelfth Infantry Battalion 
redesignn~ed Company D, Second lnfantry Regiment, Third BriRade. 
djutant General Report 18~~-18~~. pages 87, 88. 

***Captain Baldwin and Lieutenant Lyden retained their former 
commissions as of January 7, . 18~0, when they commanded Company c, 
Eighth 1nfantry Battalion, Fifth Brigade. 



(Continued) 

Activities: 

Company C was a comparatively new organization, having entered the 
National Guard service Deceabe~ 19, l889,as part of the Eighth In
fantry Battalion. George B. Baldwin, Captai n of the lli1it, remained 
in command of the Company during its existence :..:1 the .Battalion, 
becoming Major of the Eighth Infantry Regir.1ent,October 31, H19l. 
First Lieutenant John T. Lyden was elected to the Ca~taincy November 
thi..rtieth, of that year. The unit had a membership oi~ sixty and 
gave their officers whole-hearted support \-lhlch was indicated fro 
their regular attendance at dr.ill~. 

The armory that Company C occupied, v;as a frame structure built 
originally for county fairs and for which the m1it paid $65.00 a 
onth rental. The drill hall was lflrge, afforqing ample s pace fo1 

a variety of clos€ order movements. The armory proper was well 
fit":.ed up, havi!l{?' L~l addition tr-o small i .. ooms. The arl~ar~ement of 
the quarters were good wi tll the exception of the ex.i t whi ch v;as 
too narron.. The retUl·ns for Nover.1ber, the f irst , month the u..~i t 

"S in the ttcgi:::uent, guye the unit an H5.56 per cent rating. By 
1892, the percentage of attendance had increased· to 87 .'7'0 per 

cent. Regular drill meetings were held the first, second and third 
"~onday of each month. Officers t and non-corilfnissicmed officers' 
meeti1~s·~ere held monthly. 

est to the other five companies of the Elghth Infan
.tei1t at a Battalion drill sponsored in their city, June 17, 

1892 . A large cr01.:d of .civilians also attended t~e drill. This 
as the first time the oi'ficers and ~ten had the 0:!,"1por~tuni ty of 

practicing together since the drill regulations had changed.. Com
pany C had fifty members present .under cominand o.f Gaptain John T. 
Lyden and Lieutenant George H. Voss. Uajor George B. Bcld,7in v:as 

charge of the drill and repor·ted 1 t w~s executed satisfactorily. 
A banquet was g:tven the visitors at noon. The officer's sehool of 
tactics took place at four~thirty P. ?1., closing the activities 
for the· day. The out of town companies VJere l\ell pleased Tri th the 
hosnitable reception they had received- from the members of Company C. 

.oOo. 

*Uarysville Appeal, June 17, 1892, page 4, colu.nm 4. 
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COMPANY C (Continued) 

.ctivities: (Continued) 

Two months later in 1892, Company C attended the Divisional 
campment a~ Camp Columbus, Santa cruz, ·August sixth to 

fourteentll. The un1"& as part o1· the Eighth Infantry Regiment 
participated in special ins~ruction consisting or three ana 
one-haLr hours or ste&ay drill, first as a company and after~ 
aras as part · or a battalion. The outstanding event of the 

encampment was the nava~ and military engagement held on 
Friday berore the close or camp. The naval division comprised 

he "Charleston" and "Boston." The military lines were to 
circle the hills around Santa Cruz and endeavor to prevent 
the marines from taking the ci"&y. Thirty thousand rounds or 
ammunition was used against the Navy. That Company C gained 
extensive military knowledge from the camp is apparent fro 
the reports that tho Eighth Ini'antry Regiment, which indi.cated 
the unit conducted themselves in the most sola1erly manner and 
arranted much praise. 

Company chad a good 20o~ yard range and made a series or out
standing target scores during the uni~'s existence in the 

th ·lnfantry Regiment. 

The unit's interest in target practice was given an added impetus 
by the interest Major George B. Baldwin displayed toward the im
provement of the scores. The Major had. secured e11 ht medals or 
an outstanding design from the East in February 1892, and dis
tributea them among tne .dirrerent corporal .commands in Company c. 
His intention was to cree.te a triend.ly rivalry among the memoers 
ror marksman honors. ln accordance wi"&h the new inrantry drill 
regula~1ons or the United States ArmY, each company was grouped 
into squaas consisting or seven Privates unaer the leaaership 
na immeaie~e control or the non-commissioned officers. The 

unday or each month was set aside for the squads to meet 
at the range and compete for the aoove mentioned trophies. The 
best shot in the squad was to wear the special medal or that 
squad for one mon~h. A special medal will be shot for on the 
third Sunday ot each month, the contestants to be the victors 
from the squaa <;>r the previous Sunday. Company C bener1ted tro. 
the compet1tion to the extent that Frivate McAtee and tllree others 

. maae the First-class that year.* 

In 18~2, rour members made the First-class, twelve the Second-~lass 
and twenty-six the Third class division. The tour memb&~s ~r 
the unit making over ~v per cent were entitled to compete for 

-ooo-

*uarysville Appeal, February liJ, 18~2, page 3, column 2. 
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Activities : (continued : 

first and second prize 

and Shelf or'd 
men t vvh i ch v: 

___ --'lY C (Cont i nued) 

pion shots of the year . 
and Privates 

of 

The State Rifle Shoot he.ld in Marysville, March 31, 1893, attracted 
ide s pread attention and a large crowd was present for th 

si•n . The t-.; o companies engaeed i n the friendly contest wer 
ny C, of I.'Iar7bVil~.- ... .nd Company F , of ·woodland . T'he State 
tc bG ;:_ \ c.. .... ded were coveted prizes and in adai ticn were worth ~·1~0 . 00 
and 'IJ-·100 . 00 respectively . 'l'he two particj.pants qua 
second class medals V'ere Privates Shelford of Company 
ville and A. Johnson of Company F, of Woodland . They had 
previous date tied t h e score at forty- three, but as John~on had 

de a bulJ. I s ey'e in the ninth shot, he v1as according to the <.!reed-
ore rules , entitled to the award . Hov.ever , a controversy aros 

on the subject and Colonel Park Henshaw made a pz·o1;est demanding 
that Shelfo.h1 receive the medal . 'Ihe Colonel contended that accord
ing to General Order No. 2 .issued on February 10 , 1893 Hall. co '! Jet
itors must fire in the open 11 a..1d Cirt;:l:i. .J.ound range, l 'lhe.1. e l?rivate 
Johnson had recently shot , was no t on open grou.."ld . Ma j or ueorge ::3 . 
Raldwin of the Eig:tth Infant!"lJ Re;i 1ent stated that Cornpany C had 

.ooo . 

*Marysville Appeal, March 18, ~892 , page 5, column 5 . 

" 



co (Continued) 

Activities : (continued) 

conformed to the law in every respect and nnless Private Shelford 
received the medal he would resi.gn. The matter was taken up with 
the A~jutant General C. C. Allen and as Major Baldwin remained in 
the serviee, it was ussll!!led PriYate Shel.ford v:as, in all fairness, 
awarded the dis;Juted medal • .l' 

Peter 
Eighth 
target 
huvi 

1 dona.ted a trophy to be awarded to the Cv 
Infantry R~giment averaging the highest score 
practices for the years 1390, 1891 and 1392 . 
the le.rgezt percentage in each oi' the first 1' 

l. tled to the armrd . 'I:he trophy was ir~ 
rovil·le, who had aver·c:eed the highest 

pany 1n the 
for tho six 
'ompany C, 
· tal'~: et 

of 

ne me1:1bers of CoJlpany F harbored ru .. ar.t.ot.o::. .. l"'tic 1'eellr.g 
toward Company c, contending the Marysville company 'ion men they 
h<ld no real opposition . They were also inc~e;nant tn<...t t~1b n ....... es 
oi.' the co:J.peti tio:J. •...,.e. ... -e not made kliown to them until r.:f'ter t he y had 
on two cOr.l:;Jeti'ti-:>ns, and stood an excellent chance of fH.GnL.1~ <..0 .. 1n. 

Hov;evor, Co:npt~11.y C Ya'> awarded the silve::!..~ cup by defau.lt in Jtme of 
that y 

he scores for the last two years that t he company was in tJ.e regi
ment were as follows: 

Year First Class Second Class Third Glass 
1394 3 10 31 
1895 13 24 24 

The increase in the m.:~_-"')er .:.!'1.':i.'1..~ t~1e first P..nd second class divis
ion in 1895} accents the company's continued interest in target 
practice throuehout t1.e ni +., Jili t<'!.r~r serv~ce to the State . 

Co~pany C as part of the Eigllth Infantry Hegiment was called out 
!'or r:u'ty in connection with the Railroad Strike in Ju.ly 1894. The 
compan.f reported fo!' duty at Sac!'amento, July twentv- third and 
rl:l ... Ja.Lned on du.ty u..l'ltil July thirtieth. ** 

.ooo . 

*~Aarysville Appeal, March 31, 1893, page 8, column 5 . 

**ltarysville Appeal, June 16, 18~3 .. ps.ge 10, column 7. 

***For additional 
refer "tO Begim-•. , .... ~ ··~~ .. ~-. ~- --·~ --b ...... -··-----Y ~·-ca~·~~·· .. 

ri l8g4, 



C0..1PANY C (Cont inue d ) 

Activit ies : (continued) 

The f i rst annual Inspection a."'ld I.:uster of' the Company was held 
March 1892, when the nuxer·ical strength, attendance percentage 
and the average merit of the Company was judged . Company C had 
si:xty- .four :m,embers and all v;ere 1n·esent , gi vlng tne Co!npa.ny 100 
per cen t i n attendance and an excel lent average merit of 5 . 50 
per cent. Brigade Inspector , Major George A. Snook and Major 
Thomas H. Bernard , Inspector of Hif le Practice, conducted the 
inspection . Sixteen rnernbe:r-s of Co!!lpa.'1y }', Oroville, under command 
of Ji'irst Lieutenant Hem·y D. Lnusen , \vere guests of Company C oa 
the occasion . Major Snock made a mlnute inSJ)ection of ";he 1 L.'les 
EU1.d uniforms, ufter whic:1 the zen wePe marched and counter m a1 ched, 
rinning the coauuandation of all , "wVith their splendid mL .. .:.t&_., 

appenrance. The men wer·e. "'Nell· drilled and of fine physique, 
giving the~ the tla.rtial bearing of a soldier . "*· The Inspection 
reports of 1895 and 1394~ l~dicate that the Company had a . 100 per 
cent attend.@J.ee record for the two years wi-th fifty- nine a.'1d 
seventy-three member:::. present and also .an increaE:einumcrical 
strength . The average me.eit rating for 1893_, was 5.50 per· cent , 
howev·er , this r~ting was not given for t he latter year . Pcn·t .Jf 
the details of the 1894 ~nspection report by li'irst Lieutenant 
G. W. Mciver , Seventh united States Infan-cry read as follo-.\-s :. 

56 
14 

7 
e 

The urL;_forms 
an en tire new <:tllo-coent •. 

arms 
.ora citizen ' s trousers. 

.fleld belts . 
civer reco~alJended 

~'he general appearance of the men in ranks was good but 
ln many cases the position of ~oldier was faulty . 
Only twenty out of fifty- eight gtms were serviceable 
a...'1d these were used constantly in target practice . 
urching by fours and :J.n lir..e wus fairl)r good, but the 

c> uides displayed lack of instruction . 
'l'hc manna l of arms v.•as also bad. 

However , these defects were c2.used by 
men \-:ere new recruits ~ having j:J.Lne 
since January 1894, and had recel 
prior to the Ins:oection .** 

. ouo . 

tne faet that forty of the 
:te ranl\:s of the Co!!lpany 

scarcelv two months tratning 

rysvil1e Appeal ~ .Uarch 18 , 1892, page ~, colu 
• 

**Ad j utant General Report 1893-1894, ge 189. 
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.... ...,_.~ .... C (Continued) 

ctivities: (Continued) 

* 

Railroad Strike it was apparent in military circles 
lete reorganization or the National Guard -was neces
chan~e· went into errect December 7. 18Y~. when the 

nizea into buttallons. Company C redesig
elfth lntantry Battalion. Two days later, 
.pany D, Tweltt.h Infantry Battalion was re
D, iS~~o.nd ,·;rnfa.nt~y Regiment, Third Brigade. 

ju-r.ant General 
pages 8?, 88. 

-ooo-

eport le~o-l8Vb, General Order Nos. l?, 18, 
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